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Committee 2016-17

 

  
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
 
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
John Barke 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  
0427 724 519 
j6w4barke@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Les Toohey/Lesley  55735254  

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Les Toohey 55736 254 
  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

 Jenny/Terry Hutchins 
  

 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward 
Caroline Woodward 

 Michael   0428 319 530   
Caroline    0407 806 681 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Les Toohey  
Peter Wilson 
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 
  

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICERS John Barke Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

 CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves,  
John Corcoran  
Rod Potter 
John Barke 

0488 231 835 
0409 850 676 
55 725 083 
0427 724 519 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 
Information for new members is available on 
the website. 

Welcome to new members.  

Bruce & Jill Iredell, Hamilton  They have a 1986 Mecedes Sedan.  

Luke Schneider, Hamilton Luke has a 1992 Toyota Coaster bus.  

 

mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2017  

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other events.  

Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

May 6-7 Naracoorte Swap meet naracooortehvc@gmail.com 

May 13 Good Shepherd College Fete at Showgrounds—request for cars on display; 

May 17-24 Annual Lake Bolac Camp out 

2017 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

April 16 

Sunday 

Easter Sunday run – Harton Hills Ripponhurst Please meet at the Club rooms at 2pm for a 
2.15pm departure. We are aiming to arrive between 2.45 and 3pm. 

April 21– 23rd National Historical Machinery Society The 2017 16th National Rally will be held in Hamilton, 

Victoria, hosted by the Hamilton Pastoral Museum. 

Our club will be helping with a number of tasks. It is being held at the Harness Racing Track. 

We will have a space for the display of our cars. See info later in newsletter 

April 21 

Friday 

General meeting – no Guest speaker 

April 23 No club run as we will be involved with the above rally 

April 25  ANZAC DAY CARS REQUIRED meet at RSL prior to march. 

April 26 

Wednesday 

Mid Week Run: Gather at Clubrooms at 1:30 for 1:45 pm departure for Caramut via Wood-

house. See more detail elsewhere in this newsletter. Distance for round trip is 130 Km approx. 

all on sealed roads. Queries to Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390.  

May 4 Committee meeting 

May 5 Newsletter deadline 

May 11 Newsletter production 

May 16  

Tuesday 

Club meeting – Cavendish Hotel a bus will be available. Change to a Tuesday night 

Note this is a TUESDAY  

May 21 

Sunday 

Annual Club Concours, and the Hamilton Pastoral Museum Open Day.  

Please meet at Coles carpark (we will be parking along the Lonsdale Motor Inn fence) at 10am 

for a 10.15am departure, via Alice Springs, to the Hamilton Livestock Exchange,  

May 31 

Wednesday 

MID WEEK RUN—Coleraine organized by Ken and Florrie Waters Meet in Coleraine  at the old 

Railway station at 1:30pm 

Queens Birthday  

June 10-12 

Mark this date in your calendar the club will be celebrating our 40th Queen’s Birthday Rally. 

Members will be required to assist with  catering, marshalling  and enjoying the event 

June 16 Car Club meeting Annual Presentation Dinner Venue and menu to be advised.  
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.Greeting all members and Families I hope all is well on the Home front, and you all have good health. To those who have some 

health issues, I hope you make a speedy recovery.  One our esteemed members Jeff Schurmann passed away recently, Jeff was 

a past President and Committee member for a number of years. A special thankyou to those members who form a guard of 

honour with their cars at the cemetery.  

 The other Saturday morning a group of members attended a working bee, and fitted the grating in front of the concrete apron 

of our club rooms, thanks to those involved. This month will be a busy one with members supporting the Pastoral Museum 

with their National Rally which will be a big event for Hamilton. 

 The club run to the Mortlake Federation picnic was well supported, it is a great way to keep in touch will fellow members from 

other clubs and enjoy the fellowship. The rally committee will also be active organising personnel to help out with the running 

of the rally. Thank you to those members who put their hands up, to organise the Wednesday club runs which are very well 

supported and appreciated.  

Until next time safe travelling.  

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                                                                            Michael and Caroline Woodward 

April Car Club Run, Sunday April 16: 

We will be travelling to Harton Hills, home of Andrew and Penny Fraser. They are generously allowing us to visit, see some cars 
and have afternoon tea. Unfortunately, this is Easter Sunday, but this couldn’t be changed. 

Please meet at the Club rooms at 2pm for a 2.15pm departure. We are aiming to arrive between 2.45 and 3pm. 

Please bring chairs and afternoon tea to share. Penny and Andrew are provid-
ing hot water and a large verandah to sit under. Car club will be providing 
cups, tea and coffee, sugar and milk. 

April Mid-Week Car Club Run, Wednesday April 26: 

Mid Week Run Wednesday 26th April 2016. Gather at Clubrooms at 1:30 pm 

for a 1:45 departure. We will travel via Chatsworth Road to the Caramut 

Hotel for afternoon tea.  We will pause en route at the Woodhouse Memorial 

Complex for quiet reflection , examine the memorial plaques, the hall and 

the Canary Island Pines avenue and gain an insight into the life and times of 

the Servicemen and their families who pioneered the surrounding Soldier Settlement Scheme, 

“The Woodhouse-Nareeb Memorial Complex is located on Bundoran Lane, Woodhouse. It comprises buildings and 
sporting facilities, sited together, which developed in response to the surge in population caused by SoldierSettle-
ment after World War Two. Probably built by volunteer labour at a time of serious material shortages, the complex 
represents a strong sense of determination amongst the soldier settler families. It was opened by 
Sister Vivian Bullwinkle in 1955. Many of the descendents continue to live in the area. The site comprises a large 
timber hall, simply designed in the Modernist style, with a distinctive structural form and clad in corrugated iron, a 
cream brick toilet block, tennis courts, sports oval, Memorial Plantation and Nostalgia Plantation and a small cement 
sheeting building which was briefly a school sponsored by the Begg family of nearby Nareeb Nareeb. The complex is 
relatively intact and retains a good degree of integrity. 
The Woodhouse-Nareeb Memorial Complex is of historical, social and architectural significance” 

May Car Club Run, Sunday May 21: 

Annual Club Concours, and the Hamilton Pastoral Museum Open Day.  

Please meet at Coles carpark (we will be parking along the Lonsdale Motor Inn fence) at 10am for a 10.15am departure, via 
Alice Springs, to the Hamilton Livestock Exchange, where we will be given a talk and tour of the new facilities. After the talk, we 
will be heading to the Pastoral Museum for the Open day and our Club Concours. Concours judging will be conducted for those 
members wishing to put their vehicles in the Concours. 

As this weekend is the Hamilton Pastoral Museum open weekend, wearing our Car Club badges will give members free entry to 
the Pastoral Museum. There will be many exhibits at the museum and the model railway will be running. 

                                                                                                                                                                        Continued next page 
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Our club has been allocated an  area to dis-
play some of our cars. Each person is re-
quested to complete an Exhibitor form 
found on the Website. 
Cost $25 

http://www.hamiltonpastoralmuseum.com.au/nhma-national
-rally-2017-information.php 

 

Rally Exhibitor Packs 
There has been a lot of confusion regarding the 
$25.00 registration fee for attending the Nation-
al Rally...... This has been put in place to offset 
some of the considerable up front expenses 
that a National Rally of this size incurs. 

 Security 

 First Aid 

 Traffic Management 

 Logistics 

 Amenities 

 Power 

 Permits  
Just to name a few. 
Each REGISTERED exhibitor will receive a rally 

pack containing at least the following items in 
their rally pack. 

 Entry wristband  

 Event Program (Exhibitors Names re-
ceived in time listed) 

 Rally Event hat badge (cast colored and 
enamel)  

 Vouchers 

 Stubby Holder (Logo on it) 

 Local Information 
 
 

National Heritage Rally Hamilton  21-23 April  

Sections in the Concours are: 

Veteran:  to 1918 

Vintage: 1919-1930 

Classic: 1931-1941 

Post War Classic: 1942-1960 

Post War Classic: 1961-1970 

Post War Classic: 1971 onwards (must be at least 25 years old) 

Best Motorcycle: Must be at least 25 years old 

Most Improved: This is an encouragement award which recognises the member whose vehicle shows the greatest im-
provement, through restoration/upgrade, between consecutive annual assessments. 

Best Overall 

May Mid-Week Car Club Run, Wednesday May 31: 

Coleraine to  Coojar, Nareen Run. 

For this run we will be meeting at the Coleraine Tourist  Centre (Old Railway Station) Pillau Street Coleraine at 1:30pm for 1:45 
sharp leave. All roads are sealed. There will be some back roads. 

The venue for afternoon tea is a mystery destination on route. Please bring along a small plate of food to share for afternoon 
tea. Please bring a chair and cup. Hot water tea, coffee, milk and sugar will be supplied. At the venue and is under cover. As 
this starts in Coleraine and ends in Nareen Coojar area, please see that you have enough fuel. Any enquiries contact Ken and 
Florrie Waters on 03 55750205. If no answer leave a message. 

June Rally, June 10-12: 

Have you put your entry in for our fabulous 40th Rally? 
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Midweek Run to Port Fairy March 29th  organised by 
John Barke 

On a sunny afternoon nineteen members drove to Port 
Fairy down Mt Napier Road to Macarthur then down 
the road to Port Fairy.  Twelve cars set off at a lively 
pace but not so fast that Graeme Ralph saw four Wedg-
etail eagles near Macarthur. 

Adequate parking was available in Bank St and we saun-
tered around to Sackville St and the Farmers Wife Gour-
met Café for afternoon tea.  The owner Katie Rowland 
and her staff efficiently prepared coffees and served 
Carrot cake muffins and Strawberry & choc chip muffins 
( we ate the lot!).  There was lots of pleasant chat as we 
compared notes.  We noticed the sky darkening and 
before long the rain commenced although we were 
comfortably inside. 

By the time we thanked our hosts and left there was a 
gale blowing with rain teeming down.  Hardly suitable 
weather for window shopping or a walk to the wharf.  It 
was decided that a dinner at the Caledonian was in or-
der and we scampered for the cars. 

We drove back to Hamilton independently and dined as 
planned at the Callie. 

A good day was had by all.  There were no breakdowns 
and with a tailwind both ways, fuel economy was good. 

 

Graeme & Betty Ralph  BMW 320i Cabriolet 
1985 

Joan & John McFarlane  Jaguar XJ6 1982 

Terry & Jenny Hutchins  Holden wagon EH 1964 

Eileen & Geoff Graham  Mercedes Benz 450SL 
Roadster 1973 

David & Jane Falkenberg  Holden Commodore 
1989 

John Barber    Subaru Ute ~1980s 

Peter Wilson   Hillman Minx 5A 1965 

John Barke    Sunbeam Talbot Mk2A 
1953 

Alan Wilson    Ford Victoria 1953 

Norm Gravestocks   Holden Torana 1975 

Jim Ford    RoverP6B  1972 

Graeme, Liz & Stuart McDonald Hudson sedan 1949  

Lorraine Wilson   Modern Sedan  

Any members who have a bright idea for a Midweek run 
could discuss the plan with club captains, Graeme Ralph 

or any of the Committee members.  
Fresh ideas are welcome and organisa-
tion is a “piece of cake”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some things to do on a fine day in Port Fairy 

1. Take a walk around Griffiths Island; see the light-
house and the remains of the light-keepers' 
cottages, their gardens still bloom in the appropri-
ate season 

2. Be on the East Beach at the weekend to watch 
the sailboats and keelboats racing. 

3. 
Walk around Fisherman's Wharf; see the boats 
unloading their catches of crayfish, shark and 
squid. 

4. Fly a kite at the beach; no shortage of sea breezes 
along the Shipwreck Coast. 

5. Stroll around the historic cemetery; see the mon-
uments of the 1850's and 60's carved by noted 
stonemason Walter McGill. Many of Port Fairy's 
pioneers are buried there, perhaps one of your 
ancestors also. 

6. Watch the birds feeding in the river and on the 
mud flats at low tide; swans, pelicans and shear-
waters abound. Port Fairy is an ornithologist's 
paradise, especially in winter. 

. 

Mid week run  Port Fairy        John Barke 
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Jeff and Carolyn Schurmann joined the Club in 1999. 

At that time Jeff was restoring a rather rare 1941 

Dodge sedan. 

They immediately became enthusiastic participating 

members with Jeff joining the Committee at the July 

2000 AGM. He served diligently in various capacities 

until 2015 when his health issues caused him to re-

luctantly step down from Committee. 

He held the office of Club Captain from 2002 to 

2004 providing members with an interesting variety 

of activities in which to enjoy their vehicles and the 

company of other members. He was awarded the 

President’s Trophy in 2002 in recognition of his spe-

cial contributions to the Club.  

He again filled the position of Club Captain jointly 

with Peter Wilson from 2012 to 2014. He served as 

Vice President on four occasions and became Presi-

dent in 2006, completing three years as our leader. 

For two of those terms he was ably assisted by Car-

olyn as Secretary. 

In 2008 with the 1941 Dodge still very much a “work 

in progress” They acquired a 1967 Triumph 2000 

Mk 1 which Jeff affectionately christened “Trusty”  

“Trusty” gave Jeff a great deal of pleasure as it was 

rallied frequently, both locally and further afield in 

interclub and Federation events. 

     

Jeff was an effective member or our Annual Rally 

Committee on a number of occasions, making a sig-

nificant contribution to the success of these events. 

Jeff’s involvement in the complete spectrum of club 

activities and his dealings with fellow enthusiasts 

was always with calm and polite consideration. He 

was generous with his time and his personal ma-

chinery and equipment, whether it was helping an 

individual member or the club as a whole. This was 

particularly evident during the planning and con-

struction of our Clubrooms.  

Jeff Schurmann, “Shimmy” to many, leaves us with 

many fond memories. He was always a thorough 

gentleman and made an outstanding contribution 

to our Club. 

Graeme Ralph 

Vale Jeff Schurmann 

Nobody knows exactly how many cars there are in the 
world, total, but an estimate says that there are be-
tween 800 million and one billion passenger cars and 
light trucks on the roads, worldwide. A number that is 
actually rising fairly fast because more cars are arriving 
quickly in India and Asia, most particularly China. 

That's a lot of cars. And a lot of pollution. 

A good thing, then, is that the automobile industry is 

(slowly) moving toward hybrid cars and hydrogen cars 

with a much better carbon footprint. 

2016 Toyota Corolla Hybrid 
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On a beautiful autumn-like morning for Sunday, March 26“ 

12 club cars left the Clubrooms for the Annual Mortlake Pic-

nic organised by the Federation of Vintage Car Clubs. 

On arrival we were handed a raffle ticket attached to a ques-

tionnaire asking what we think may improve that particular 

annual event. 1 am sure that most of the replies received 

would have stated that participants wish that the day could 

remain as it has been for many years. 

At our normal parking spot we quickly established a morning 

tea circle and settled down for a cuppa and a biscuit, or cake, 

after our journey. The circle got bigger and bigger as more 

club members joined us and it was great to see Peter Hughan 

(Club Life Member) who travelled up from the Ocean Grove 

area for the day. The Willsher's and Geoff Sharrock on arrival 

made 14 Club cars taking part. 

Several hours were spent looking over some of the mag-

nificent cars that quickly filled the parking areas and catching 

up with old friends to find out the latest news re cars and 

kids, especially in that order. 

 

Superb food and coffee was made available by the ladies of 

the Mortlake Kindergarten and the stall was packed with 

those who had not brought along their own picnic lunch. 

 

After lunch Brett Holloway, father Kevin and John Smith con-

ducted the Picnic Raffle but this year the Hamilton entrants 

missed out on the prizes offered. The closest to having a win 

was Norm Gravestocks who had the numbers either side of 

his ticket pulled out. A trophy was also awarded to the best 

'Fergy' tractor entrant as they had taken part on a ‘trek’ dur-

ing Saturday of the weekend, as they have for many years. ‘ 

 

Shortly after the raffle entrants started to leave for home 

after what was a very enjoyable days outing and our contin-

gent had contributed to the 100 cars on show below the 

shady trees. 

 

Those present were: 

Michael Woodward, Jim Ford 1972 MGB roadster 

Graeme & Kristin Winsall  1957 Morris Minor 

Alan Wilson    1954 Ford Mainline 

Ian Clarke, Colin Dixon  1954 Zephyr Mk 1 

Wal & Eunice Brinkmann  1968 Austin 1800 Mk 1 

Peter & Lorraine Wilson  1956 Hillman Minx 

Geoff & Eileen Graham  1988 Ford XF ute 

Betty & Graeme Ralph  1985 BMW 320i 

Denis & Glennis Polack  1935 Austin 10 

John & Jenni Barke   1953 Sunbeam Talbot 2A 

Mark & Lorraine Rye   1967 Jaguar 340 

Doug Palmer    1957 Ford Zephyr 

Ivan & Mary Willsher  1953 Austin Healey BN1 

Geoff Sharrock   1989 Austin Healey Sprite 

 

 

 

Federation Picnic Mortlake                                                          Doug Palmer 
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Well done everyone—Veteran Rally                      Doug Palmer 

I have just received an email copy of the latest ‘Brass Notes’, 

the magazine of the Veteran Car Club of Australia, and the 7 

pages thereof in relation to the recent Annual l&Two Cylinder 

Rally conducted here in Hamilton. 

At our last two General meetings I have openly stated that 

the co-operation of Club Members at this particular event 

would be great publicity for OUR CLUB and Hamilton district 

in general. 

How right I was as the praises sung in ‘Brass Notes’ about this 

Club and the organisation put into the four-day event is mind-

blowing. The event was listed as outstanding with great area 

of interesting attractions and perfect back roads for veteran 

motoring and to top it off fabulous marshalling of dangerous 

intersections which they have never had before at any rally, 

and this came from the President of the organisation. 

Other praises sung were our enviable Clubrooms the excel-

lent Thursday night meal with particular mention to ‘Tong 

Masters’— John Barke, Rod Potter and Peter Wilson and the 

excellent attention given by our ‘local ladies’ who helped with 

the delicious salads and sweets with particular mention made 

to Betty Ralph, Pam Pollock, and John Corcoran at the servery 

bench. Club Captain, Michael Woodward, was also listed for 

his assistance at clearing the tables after each course. 

Particular praises were made about the Old Penshurst Garage 

of Club member, Roger Warburton, and his outstanding 

efforts made to present this building and its contents in as 

original condition as possible. 

Also listed was the great help over the four days of T.E.C. 

Denis Polack who was in constant demand helping old cars to 

‘proceed’ and in doing so only having to trailer one car back 

to ‘base’. 

The final words made by one of the entrants during a speech 

at the final Rally Dinner which emphasized the publicity that I 

had tried to achieve stated the Hamilton members were great 

people and their camaraderie was greatly appreciated 

Overall some 53 cars and 3 motor bikes finally made it to 

Hamilton with entrants coming from Perth (2), Adelaide, 

Queensland, Sydney, Tasmania, N.S.W. and of course all over 

Victoria. 

I personally want to thank Helen Moore who took half of a 

large contingent of visitors on the ‘Church Hill Walk’ for me, 

which the visitors thoroughly enjoyed, and those who volun-

teered to do marshalling duties over the four days especially 

Jason Polack (non-member) who ‘popped up’ many times on 

comers during the Rally. 
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TWO VERY OLD CARS FROM THE Veteran Rally                                 Doug Palmer 
 

1898 RENAULT - Built by Louis Renault in the garden 
shed of his parents home it had a 1 3/4h.p. DeDion en-
gine and could carry 2 people (bit of a squeeze) at a top 
speed of 30m.p.h. and did 45 miles per gallon. Louis 
drove the car around the Paris streets causing quite a 
sensation and a wealthy friend produced a bag of gold 
coins in a bid to get him to produce a copy for him. 
Whilst constructing the second car Louis entered the 
prototype in many motoring events but it was on enter-
ing the Paris to Ostend (Belgium) Motor Race of 1900, 
which he won (and then drove home again) that he re-
ceived an order for 10 of his cars from friends and busi-
nessmen. The money gained from this production order 
started the global empire that exists to this day and the 
little car that appeared at Hamilton has been verified as 
that ’prototype. 
 

1909 SCHACHT - You might say that there are a few of 
this type of motorised buggy in Australia but this partic-
ular vehicle was once owned by Mr. G. N. Buckley of 
’Narrapumelap', Wickciffe and in the early days would 
probably have made several trips to Hamilton. Mr. Buck-
ley was the owner of the famous Melbourne Store 
'Buckley & Nunn'. 
The SCHACHT Company started as buggy builders and in 
1901 tried their hand at a motorized version of their 
high-wheeler which continued until 1909. Motor buggies 
were popular around the turn of the century as their tall 
wheels and narrow tyres kept them from bogging down 
on a lot of the very average country roads of the time. 
From l9l0—19l3 they produce a proper motor car and 
from 1913 they went into the Truck making business 
which lasted well into the 193 0's. 
You could say that this vehicle was ‘returning home’ 

after a long absence, 

 

 

 

The recent weekend March 17th-18th- 19th. saw our 
club host members of the Veteran Car Club of Victoria 
who rallied in the district driving one and 2 cylinder Vet-
eran Cars. Having a visit from some of my family I was 
only able to have a brief view of the some of the cars. I 
did have a good look at a pair of Cadillac single cylinder 
cars. Now Cadillac in the 1920's advertised their prod-
ucts as the Standard of the World”, but started off hum-
bly as a single cylinder car. This Model A had a single 
cylinder horizontal under floor engine with a 2 speed 
planetary transmission and a central chain drive via a 
spur type differential. Portion of a large fly wheel could 
be seen under the car! However this one cylinder car 
went very well indeed! All the veteran cars impressed 
me by the way they started --—m It seems to be no 

trouble at all---- However when I saw them they had 
just arrived from 
 run! 
I did see a twin cylinder Swift c. 1912 — grandfather of 
my ex— 1927 Swift P type 4 cylinder , and it was going 
very well  
indeed. 
One car which I did see which interested me greatly was 
a c.1912 LM. It was a Midlands light car which was built 
in the British Midlands and was a cycle —car. It was 
quite a light 2 seater and I was fortunate to obtain some 
details from the owner/ driver. Only a handful of these 
cars were made and this one had a JAP engine and a 
two speed gearbox and no reverse gear--- It was so light 
that I suppose you go out and man-handled any reverse 

This and That                                                                                          Lloyd Hocking 
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moves which may have been required. 
 

When asked if the body was a replica one , I was told 
that it was the original one and the owner had the car 
for about 30 years! How about that!! 
The oldest car there on the rally would have been a Re-
nault of about 1898 which would have had a De Dion 
engine. I did also see a very enviable de Dion Bouton 
twin cylinder machine motoring strongly with 4 passen-
gers aboard. I 
 
Another interesting car was Terry Mansbridge's c.1911 
twin cylinder Rover—Unusual for a Rover this car had 
sleeve valves. It was an alternative version of the 8hp. 
and cost 30 pounds more than poppet valve model. This 
car was like all Terry's cars , very well restored and had a 
dull green paint finish! As a lot of members will know 
Terry has a couple of Auburn cars, a V12 and an 8 cylin-
der model both magnificent restorations! 
I wish my time had allowed me to see me. I had my son 
Andrew with me and grandson Ben and his mate , both 
these lads about 16 years old, for the weekend so the 
orders from the lads were for rides in the Porsche911,& 
the 1924 Ceirano which l did note sat on the road better 
for the added weight. On Sunday we all motored in the 
Vauxhall 30/98, 4up and someone asked whether the 
car handled the extra weight alright! — No trouble at all 
when you have about 112bhp under the bonnet and 
loads of torque! 
Just remembered —back to the veterans again—There 
was a single cylinder Brush which I observed to be mo-
toring strongly—The Brush had a wooden chassis and a 
wood front axle and independent suspension both back 
and front via vertical coil springing! The engine was 
12hp. And chain drive looked after the drive! That Aus-
tralian explorer of the early 1900's Francis Birtles drove 
a Brush motor car from Perth across the Nullabor to 
Melbourne in about c. 1907. At one stage the road was 
that bad or that non—existant that Birtles hoisted the 
Brush up onto the railway line and motored along there 
for some considerable distance. Speaks favourably for 

the wooden chassis and axle of the Brush when you 
think of bounding along from one sleeper to the other 
on the railway 
rack! All on that I;% individual suspension of the Brush 
too! 
All in all I had a good cross section of motoring on the 
Weekend. Great to see the Veterans and good to take 
the relatives and mate on various rides in 3 vehicles! I 
haven't as yet taken a ride in the rear seats of the3O/98, 
but from reports from Bob Martin and Dennis Dawson it 
is a bit on the breezy side!!—Got the same report from 
grandson and mate too! I icould do with an Auster 
Screen for the rear for added comfort! 
 

 

 

 

This and That   cont.                                                                             Lloyd Hocking 
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Exhaust Notes 

Cars come and cars go and there seems to have been some 

activity in that regard in recent months. Rod Potter is now the 

proud owner of a fine piece of British Automotive Engineering 

in the form of a 1938 (?) Morris 8 which it seems will grace 

our roads very soon after a certain amount of TLC. 

Bob Martin is now appreciating the quality of the Bavarian 

Artisans as he conducts the BMW on more outings, having 

kissed goodbye to his beloved MG TC  as it was despatched to 

a new home. 

It is also with some sadness that we note that the Willsher 

Ford 10 has left for a new home west of the border. This one 

of the very few remaining vehicles, that was a regular partici-

pant in events during the formative years of our Club. 

Now of course the Austin Healey has to be content with the 

strangest of bedfellows in the form of an old grey Ferguson 

tractor. The Healey was observed at the Mortlake Picnic nes-

tled amongst a variety of quality vehicles     (Rootes Group) 

apparently enjoying the company. 

 

The Hillman Imp was Rootes attempt to combat the Mini-

interesting and cute but not in the same league. 

How about those Veteran cars that came to delight us last 

month? They certainly gave a motoring history lesson with an 

interesting variety of innovations from the motoring industry 

one hundred or more years ago. There was much experimen-

tation in those days. Some had engines up front where the 

horse used to be, others were in the rear to “push” the car 

along whilst the 1910 Buick had a horizontally opposed twin 

mounted amidships, probably to have a bit each way. 

 

 

       

John Barke took us on a delightful route to Port Fairy for the 

March Mid week run. His plans for a dinner of fish and chips 

by the seaside were thwarted, however, when solid rain 

greeted us as our coffee break concluded.  Nevertheless those 

who were enticed by John barber to adjourn to the Caledoni-

an Hotel in Hamilton were not disappointed. 

One of the unexpected treats on the run to Port Fairy was an 

aerial display by four magnificent wedge tailed eagles near 

Macarthur. Unfortunately not everyone was alert enough to 

observe these. 

 

 

Condolences to Gus Kuilboer and family on the passing of his 

mum Johanna (Hanny) aged 93. Also to David and Anne Hayes 

on the passing of Anne’s mother. 
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And still my heart aches….. 

As many of you would no doubt be aware the first run by 

my little 1939 Standard 8, after 12 years in the shed, was 

a real fizzer when it boiled badly and had to be returned 

home on the back of an RACV truck. 

Well the second run (February Mid-Weeker) turned out 

no better as once again she ’failed to proceed‘ and came 

home on Denis Polack's trailer. On pulling it apart I found 

that the newly welded head had again failed over exactly 

the same cylinder. Apparently the water found a fault on 

the edge of the weld and once again filled the sump with 

‘ice cream‘ (well that's what it looked like). 

This time I have replaced the head with a spare that I 

had put aside and once again put the little devil back to-

gether only to find that when I ran the engine more ‘ice 

cream’ appeared in the sump. To say my heart sank 

would be an understatement so I visited my old friend 

'Corcky’ for some advise and he came around to see if 

there was a crack in the cylinder. 

When I took the plugs out John watched as I turned the 

motor over on the starter and found that no water was 

coming up through the plug holes so it couldn't be a 

cracked cylinder. He suggested that I drain the sump, 

purchase a very thin style motor oil, and run the motor 

at high revs for a while to see if that made any differ-

ence. 

On draining the sump again there was still some 

‘clouding’ in that oil so I ran the motor again, drained 

that lot out and refilled the sump with more thin oil and 

after a period of more high revs drained the sump for a 

third time but this time what came out just looked like 

dirty oil. 

I have now replaced the oil with the recommended grad-

ing and run the engine several times with the end result 

‘clean oil on the dip stick‘ so if you are having a similar 

problem to myself do try this method and now perhaps 

(fingers crossed and pounding heart) my next excursion 

with GERT will see me with a relieved smile on my face. 

Doug Palmer 

Provision of food   

Happy Hour /Morning 

tea 

Dry biscuits/dips Hot savouries  Biscuits/Slices for morn-

ing teas 

Marshalling Saturday Sunday  

Setting up  at HECC 

Cleaning up 

Friday afternoon Saturday  Sunday 

Setting up clubrooms for 

breakfast Monday 

   

    

Help is being sought from members of the club for our June Rally 

I would like someone to take on the job of coordinating Happy Hour 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com

