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Committee 2016-17

 

  
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
 
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
John Barke 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  
0427 724 519 
j6w4barke@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Les Toohey/Lesley  55735254  

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Les Toohey 55736 254 
  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

 Jenny/Terry Hutchins 
  

 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward 
Caroline Woodward 

 Michael   0428 319 530   
Caroline    0407 806 681 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Les Toohey  
Peter Wilson 
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 
  

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICERS John Barke Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

 CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves,  
John Corcoran  
Rod Potter 
John Barke 

0488 231 835 
0409 850 676 
55 725 083 
0427 724 519 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 
Information for new members is available on 
the website. 

Welcome to new members.  

 Les & Marg Donehue have a 1979 Ford Ute F100 .  

Rick Hogan has a 1969 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 2 door coupe  

Have we seen your car yet? 

If you are new to the club please try to attend some of our functions and intro-

duce yourself to other members.  We do have a great time on our outings and meetings. 
 

mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh


 

3                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter April 2018  

INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018 

Also see some brochures 

and reports later in the 

newsletter for details or 

other events.  Most 

events are recorded in 

the minutes. 

2018 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

APRIL  

 

Sunday 15  

(this is third Sunday)  

 

The Club Run, will be an all-day trip to 'Warrock Homestead’. We will depart from the 

Clubrooms at 10.00am.  See notes Doug requires numbers for catering ASAP 0409 010 730 

 
Friday 20  

 
Club MEETING Gus is organising a Trivia Night. Come and have some fun!  

Wednesday 25 

 

ANZAC DAY  - Cars required for parade 

Mid week run BBQ lunch at clubrooms with Rootes Group Car Club and trip to Portland 

see Club Captain report We will need numbers for catering.  

MAY  

 

Friday 4  

Thursday 10  
 

Newsletter deadline  

Newsletter printing  

Friday  18  May club meeting 

Saturday—

Sunday 19/20 

The May event is the usual 2 day weekend at the Pastoral Museum (19th & 20th) with the club 
concours held on the Sunday. It is also National Motoring Day 

Sunday 27 Around the Garages” in Portland is at an earlier date this year. Now Sunday May 27th. 

Wednesday 30 The Wonders of Wando Vale and environs. Norman Gravestocks is arranging this trip 

for us and we look forward to more details in the near future. Tentative arrangements are in 

hand for a BYO afternoon tea at Dunrobin Hall. Full details will be in the May Newsletter. 

JUNE  

June 8-11 ANNUAL QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY RALLY 

Ken and Florrie Waters 

Photos omitted from the My Car article in 

last months newsletter 
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Dear members 

 I hope you all had a great Easter and Easter bunny found your home and left some goodies. Fellow 

members have been busy with club activities such as, Narrapumelap homestead visitation and the 

Mortlake  annual picnic. I have been told our club was well represented which is great, I was unable to 

go due to interstate cousins arriving.  

Just a reminder we will be seeking members help with the Rootes Group Car Club Luncheon and also 

providing motor vehicles to support the RSL Anzac parade. Well till next report good health and happy 

motoring.  

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

APRIL CAR CLUB RUN- Sunday, April 15  Note earlier 

date the weekend prior to club meeting 

This run will be an all-dayer with a trip to 'Warrock 

Homestead’. We will depart from the Clubrooms at 

10.00am. and call into the Casterton History Centre  at 

around 11:15 am (the old Railway Station) for a while 

A gold coin donation is requested. From  here we will  

journey out to the clubrooms of the Caster-ton Angling 

Club (Cast./Narracoorte Road) which is on the banks of 

the Glenelg River where we will have a ‘Bring-your-

own Lunch (hot water supplied)  

From here we will be  travelling on to the Warrock 

Homestead Complex fro a walk amongst the many 

unique buildings of what was a completely self con-

tained community. The entry fee to this is $20 per per-

son, which will include a very nice afternoon tea. If you 

have never seen the amazing property don’t miss the 

opportunity. 

Doug requires names and numbers ASAP so that 

the caterers can buy what they need. Ring Doug 

or Jan on 5572 1070 or 0409 010 730 

 

Sunday 20 May—Club Concourse and Pastoral Muse-

um Open Day 

MID WEEK RUNS 

April 25th (ANZAC Day) On this day our club will be 
providing lunch for visiting members of the Rootes 
Group Club who will be en route to their National 
Rally in Victor Harbor. We will combine our mid week 
run with this visit and we will combine our mid week 
run with this visit and travel down via Condah, 
Tyrendarra to Allestree to view Vern McCallum’s ex-

tensive display of historic photographs relating to 
Western Victoria ($10.00 admission).  

 Members will need to advise John Barke if the wish to 
have lunch with the group. (SEE JOHN BARKE’S NOTE!) 

Lunch will be Soup, Salad Roll, Slice, Tea & Coffee 
from 1.00 pm $15.00 per head.  

TO BOOK IN for lunch – Phone John Barke 0427 724 
519  BEFORE  APRIL 23rd  

Numbers for PHOTO EXHIBITION   – Phone John 
Barke 0427 724 519  or    Graeme Ralph  0418 344 390
 BEFORE  APRIL 23rd  

May 30th. The Wonders of Wando Vale and environs. 

Norman Gravestocks is arranging this trip for us and 

we look forward to more details in the near future. 

Tentative arrangements are in hand for a BYO after-

noon tea at Dunrobin Hall. Full details will be in the 

May Newsletter. 

 

Note also that everyone is encouraged to gather at 

the Vintage Garage Clubrooms at 6 pm for fellowship 

and a meal after our mid week runs. Even if you are 

unable to participate in the run, are you are most wel-

come to join the group in the evening. 

As I will be absent from Hamilton we need assistance 

with organising mid- week runs for June, July and Au-

gust. Please let me or President Richard know if you 

are prepared to co-ordinate one of these events. 

Many thanks and safe motoring! 

Graeme Ralph 
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ANNUAL QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY RALLY - “DOGGONE “ RALLY  

Friday 8—Monday 11 June 2018  

RALLY HEADQUARTERS HECC HAMILTON SHOWGROUNDS  

Registration Friday night  

Saturday we are going to the Casterton Kelpie Festival  

Happy Hour and dinner  

Sunday—Vehicle Display for the public  

Lunch at Devon Park Homestead Dunkeld  

Gala Dinner— dress as something to do with dogs or the letter D  

Monday Farewell brunch at Clubrooms  

Entry forms are out now  

Wanted: Slices/biscuits /savoury scones for morning teas  

Donations of dry biscuits and dips for Happy Hour.  

Contact Lorraine Wilson 0427 724 572  

Hamilton & District Veteran Vintage Classic Drivers Club to host National Hillman Rally visitors on Anzac Day 
 
For over 40 years, the Hamilton & District Veteran Vintage Classic Drivers Club inc has been organising an annual 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend Rally when veteran, vintage and classic car owners bring their vehicles and spouses 
and friends to Hamilton for three days of socialising and relaxed touring around the Western District. 
 
This year the Queen’s Birthday Weekend Rally will include Saturday at the Kelpie Muster in Casterton.   
Cars will be on display at Hamilton Showgrounds on Saturday and Sunday morning. 
 
Quite a number of our local Club members are also members of other motoring organisations. 
Every second year in Autumn, a National Hillman Rally is held in one of the Eastern Sates.  This year it will be in 
South Australia at Victor Harbour from Friday April 27th to Monday 30th of April.  (Other Rootes Group vehicles – 
Humbers, Singers, Commers and Sunbeams are welcome). 
 
This year approximately 15 Rootes Group vehicles are leaving Geelong for Victor Harbour on the morning of Anzac 
Day April 25th and driving to Hamilton for lunch at the Hamilton Vintage Garage clubrooms of the H&D VVC DC in 
Hiller Lane (next to Hamilton Pastoral Museum) .  They will be arriving about 1 pm for lunch and leaving after 2pm 
for Portland via Tyrendarra, Allestree and Portland Strawberries for an overnight stay 
in Portland on their way to Beachport and Victor Harbour. 
 
Club members John Barke, Peter & Lorraine Wilson and Reg & Kaye Jenkins are travel-
ling to Victor Harbour in their Rootes Group vehicles. 
 
Members of the public are welcome to come and see these Classic cars which were 
common on Australian roads in the 1950’s , 60’s and 70’s. 
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MINUTES 
General Meeting of the Hamilton & District V.V.C. Drivers Club held at the club rooms 

Friday, 16th March, 2018 at 7.30pm. 

Meeting Opened: 7.30pm 
 
Members in Attendance: Reg and Kaye Jenkins, Richard Neaves, Rod Potter, Brian Simkin, Evan Ould, Adrian 
and Julie Stevens, Bernard Andrivon, Graeme and Betty Ralph, Walter Brinkman, Tom Beever, Denis Polack, Ern 
Polack, Doug Palmer, Peter Cay, M Rye, Pam Pollock, John and Jenny Corcoran, John Barke, Jim Ford, Gus Kuil-
boer. 
Apologies: Alan Wilson, Caroline and Michael Woodward, Lorraine and Peter Wilson, Lorraine Hope, Kay and 
Trevor Schultz, Geoff Sharrock, Roger Moodie. 
Moved: Reg Jenkins    Seconded: Denis Polack  Carried 
 
Minutes of February Meeting: As per Newsletter 
 
Business Arising: Nil 
Moved: Doug Palmer    Seconded: Adrian Stevens Carried 
 
Treasurer`s Report: As read by Kaye Jenkins 
Moved: Kaye Jenkins    Seconded: Julie Stevens  Carried 
 
Correspondence IN: Newsletters (numerous) from various clubs placed on table, many now also come via e-
mail. 
Notification re: “Around the Garages” in Portland is at an earlier date this year. Now Sunday May 27th. 
Central Goldfields Historic Machinery Society Inc Dunolly- Are having a SWAP MEET on Saturday March 24th 2018. 
 
Correspondence OUT: Richard sent an e-mail to confirm parking arrangements for the Kelpie weekend in Caster-
ton. 
A reply to Jenny Watt re: transfer of a club registration. 
Moved: Kaye Jenkins    Seconded: Wally Brinkman Carried 
 
Building Report: No further clubroom improvements at this time. 
 
Club captains` Report: An excellent Sunday run in February to the Lewis Property at Melville Forrest with good 
numbers in attendance, Thanks to Joan and David.at 
 The March Run is the Federation Picnic at Mortlake on the 25th to be held on the picnic grounds at the back 

of the Bowling Club. Make your own way down and try to arrive early if you can. 
 The April run is an all-dayer at Casterton and Warrock Homestead but note the date is Sunday 15th leaving 

the clubrooms at 10am. Full details in the Newsletter. 
 The May event is the usual 2 day weekend at the Pastoral Museum (19th & 20th) with the club concours held 

on Sunday. We need your support for both days. 
 

Wednesday Runs: A very enjoyable and well attended run was taken to Port Fairy in February. 
 March 28th is the run to Narrapumelap to see it with the tower completed. Graeme needs numbers for ca-

tering of afternoon tea. 
 April 25th run is to Vern McCallum`s Historic Photo collection at Bolwarra, after we finish a lunch time cater-

ing for the Rootes Car Club visit to our clubrooms. Details in the club newsletter. 
 May 30th will be a visit to the :Wonders of Wando Vale and Environs”. See details in the club newsletter. 
 
Federation Report: As Doug and Graeme were unable to attend the last meeting a full report will be given 
when the next Federation Newsletter arrives. 
 
Newsletter Report: John Barke made the point that many e-mails “bounce back” for various reasons; so please 
check we have your current address, update and inform secretary of any changes and if you have e-mail it would 
be appreciated if you cancel your printed copy of the newsletter. Many thanks for your cooperation as this makes 
the task much easier for all. 
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Rally Committee: Entry forms have been printed and sent out. 
There will be cold platters for Happy Hour prior to the hot meal. 
Badges are currently in design phase. 
Alexander House will be catering for both evening meals. 
Daffy Steer is booked for the entertainment. 
 
All Reports 
Moved: Denis Polack    Seconded: Brian Simkin Carried 
 
General Business: The Club requests your help with supply and preparation of soup, salad rolls and slices for the 
Lunch time visit by the Rootes Group Car Club on Wednesday April 25th (ANZAC Day) prior to our normal midweek 
run. 
We have a new membership application from Les Donohue. 
A book has been donated to the club library. “Shifting Gear”. Thank you to the kind donor of this welcome addition 
to our shelves. 
Meeting Closed: 8.15pm 
 
Next Meeting: May 18 
 
Guest Speaker: John Graham gave a talk on the HIRL facilities and the current situation in regard to the Bandi-
coot Breeding Grounds. He also regaled us with some of his quite amusing poetry, showed us some amazing art-
work and encouraged all to make use of the facilities and even just go and have a wander about the grounds at 
HIRL and enjoy what there is to see up there. 

 

Hot Rods             Lorraine Wilson 

Peter and I recently had a weekend in Echuca/Moama and came 

across the Hot Rod & Custom Car Show. There were some amaz-

ing cars driving around the area. We were woken at our caravan 

park by the sounds of several of these “Beasts” starting up. They 

sure have a great note! Unfortunately we didn’t take many pho-

tos. 

On the way home we called in at Ararat and caught up with a 

cousin Ian Wilson who had been at the annual Jailhouse Rock 

festival and we were able to have a look at his car. It was a  

1940’s Ford ute made from a compilation of parts rebuilt from 

the ground up. He had spent quite a lot of time and money on converting it to a rod. It also had a great note when he started 

it up. 
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The historic Narrapumelap mansion, near Wickliffe, was built in 1873 for pastoralist John Dixon Wyselaskie. Sub-
sequent owners include Gerald Buckley of Buckley and Nunn (and also the owner of a 1908 Schats Motor Buggy 
which in restored condition took part in the Veteran car rally in Hamilton last year) and most recently the McIn-
tyre family and in particular Kevin McIntyre. 
 
When the McIntyres acquired the property, the mansion was in a derelict state and had suffered extensive van-
dalism.  Many features and fittings including marble fire surrounds were damaged or stolen. 
From a young age Kevin McIntyre recognised the importance of saving the building from further desecration and 
has dedicated enormous amounts of time, effort and brain power to its resurrection.  
 
His most recent achievement has been the replacement of the top of the French Gothic tower after completing 
full scale drawings based on early photographs and his own particular perception of the appropriate style and 
proportions of the structure. 
 
The completed tower is now a magnificent sight to behold and we were privileged to have the opportunity to 
view it and have a first hand detailed explanation from Kevin of the work involved completing such a challenging 
project.  
 
We were also able to view the entire interior of the mansion and learn of the many challenges that Kevin has 
confronted over the years and with dedication and determination has successfully overcome. His ability to ana-
lyse each situation, to formulate a solution and then to personally complete an amazing variety of exacting tasks 
is truly impressive. 
Twenty- six members took part in this entertaining, educational outing. 
 

 
                            FRONT VIEW                                                               REAR VIEW               

Mid week March—Narrapumalap                                                                         Graeme Ralph 

Nobody knows exactly how many cars there are in the world, total, but an estimate says that there are between 
800 million and one billion passenger cars and light trucks on the roads, worldwide. A number that is actually ris-
ing fairly fast because more cars are arriving quickly in India and Asia, most particularly China. That's a lot of cars. 
A good thing, then, is that the automobile industry is (slowly) moving toward hybrid cars and hydrogen cars with a 
much better carbon footprint.  
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FEDERATION MORTLAKE PICNIC 2018                                                                  

“Beside the lake, beneath the trees, many things fluttered in the breeze!” 

The 14th Annual Mortlake Picnic was conducted under somewhat trying conditions with strong winds and 

intermittent showers coupled with the aftermath recent bushfires in the region all working against the or-

ganisers. Nevertheless, by the time the 94 odd vehicles had assembled the rain had decided to ease off 

leaving us with a persistent blustery wind for company. More importantly, however, was the delightful 

company of the large group of enthusiasts who gathered to enjoy yet another successful picnic.   

With a backdrop of pleasant music provided by the Lakes and Craters Brass Band from Colac and the very 

efficient caterers from Mortlake Kindergarten providing food and refreshments, the event proved to be a 

resounding success. Much credit must go to Brett Holloway and the band of hard working Federation 

committee members who year after year ensure that there is this event for all Historic Motoring enthusi-

asts from clubs throughout the region to attend and share their common interest.  

Attending from Hamilton were: Russel and Glenda Ward. 1926 Chrysler, Denis and Glennis Polack, 1935 

Austin 10, Rod Potter, 1955 Mercedes, Chris and Sharon Watt, 1981 Ford, Peter and Lorraine Wilson, 

1954 Hillman, Graeme Ralph, 1924 Dodge. Peter Hughan, Ivan and Mary Willsher, Peter Cay and Lor-

raine Hope, all modern. Apologies were tendered by Jim Ford, Doug Palmer and Dennis Dawson. 

 

 

A NICE SELECTION OF VINTAGE CARS AND CLASSIC AUSTIN AT MORTLAKE 
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My Car                                                                                                     Pam Pollock 

Name: Jenny and Kevin Watt 
Make: Commer 
Model: Mark 8 
Year: 1956 
Colour: Original Green 
Engine: 1200 cc engine overhead valve 
Transmission: 4-speed column shift 
Brakes: All drum brakes 
 
 
A very interesting couple to talk with and Jenny knowing almost as much about the vehicle and others owned by 
them as does Kevin, having been an only child and taken notice of what her father was doing with his cars and ad-
vice he gave. She related a story of being in the car with him and he telling her to listen to the sound of the motor 
as it ran and to notice differences when things were not right. This I can relate to also as my dad worked a lot out 
in the shed and I was the tomboy in the family, so got to hold the lead light for him on many a night. 
Back to Jenny and Kevin`s little ute! It was the first of the overhead valves, the last of the Commer utes, were built 
as commercial vehicles but were really the same as the Hillmans. 
They saw the ute advertised on the internet about 5 years ago in Orange NSW and decided to have a look as Jenny 
remembered her dad having had one when she was young. Also both she and Kevin like to collect and restore ve-
hicles other people would not generally look at. Old work horses. Cars people can relate to. 
They saw another one first, but it was too dear for the amount of work needing to be done on it $4,000. 
This particular vehicle is quite rare, with only a couple of others about that Jenny and Kevin know of-a blue one in 
Tassie and a beige one in Qld. 
The ute originally was an ex-government utilities vehicle and then after purchasing , the previous owner started 
restoring it, but for whatever reason did not continue and it sat under a tree for the next 40 years. Along came 
Jenny and Kevin, took it to a garage where brakes and steering were done and it was then driven home on plates. 
How amazing is that!? After all that time and it still went. Kevin says it was quite mechanically sound apart from 
needing a new clutch. Well, that decided them to keep going.  A new clutch was fitted. New upholstery was pro-
fessionally done but Kevin did all the rest of the interior himself. Body parts required were made in Ballarat includ-
ing mudguards and tailgate. A friend (a retired aircraft mechanic) helped with the rust. 
The whole project took about 12 months in between other jobs, Kevin says. (I reckon that`s pretty quick!)  He says 
they nearly dumped it but after it went and because it is something that most people would not collect and were 
usually just literally dumped under a tree, they decided to keep it. It runs at about 55 miles an hour. 
They have driven the ute around Melbourne a couple of times , but  had it`s maiden run to Hamilton the day be-
fore our chat. Kevin said a slight rattle appeared in the clutch when they arrived ( something to check out) but oth-
erwise all OK. He is putting in an auxilliary fuel pump on return to Melbourne. 
Kevin has been in car clubs for the past 64 years and both he and Jenny now belong to 9 clubs, owning 15 cars be-
tween them; 11 on club plates and 2 modern MG`s. 
Sadly they are selling off a couple due lack of time to drive and enjoy, family commit-
ments and other factors. 
They do, however try to get to Hamilton as often as possible and to our club runs as 
they have both lived here and find the club friendly, welcoming and people really en-
joy talking about their cars  and listening to stories of other peoples cars. 
Kevin has truly been a driver-participating in car trials such as the REDEX and AMPOL 
trials. 
Other cars in their stable include Prefects and MG Magnets. 
Previously owned and lovingly remembered are a Datsun 280 ZX which was the most 
exotic and different car Kevin has owned. A Mini Moke. A 1966 V8 Falcon which was 
the first one in Portland at the time. 
Thank you Jenny and Kevin for sharing with our members your story, both of the little 
ute and a bit of your motoring background. I look forward to seeing what you arrive in 
next time you visit. 
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Birdwood was originally named Blumberg, by Prussian settlers originating from the area around Zullichau. The original name's 
origins are uncertain, but it is likely that it derives from Groß Blumberg, a village on the Oder River in the settler's area of origin.
[3]The German town name was anglicised to "Birdwood" during World War I, along with many others in the region in 1917. The 
new name honoured Sir William Birdwood, the Australian Imperial Force general who led the ANZACs at Gallipoli. Around the 
same time, the government closed the German-language school.[4] 

Birdwood Mill - the National Motor Museum 
The major tourist attraction in town is located in the old Blumberg flour mill. It is one of the most impressive collections of vin-
tage cars in the country having been started in 1964 by Jack Kaines and Len Vigar and being purchased by the South Australian 
government in 1976. The collection has over 200 vehicles including such valuable items as a 1910 Daimler, a 1929 Bentley and 
an 1899 Shearer Steam Car. Enthusiasts can purchase a 90 page catalogue which lists and describes all the vehicles. 
 
Read more: http://www.traveller.com.au/birdwood-adelaide-hills-travel-guide-and-things-to-do-131myk#ixzz5A47vKe6F  
Follow us: @TravellerAU on Twitter | TravellerAU on Facebook 

Birdwood is a delightful village in the Adelaide Hills about 45 km from Ade-

laide. Established by Prussian (Lutheran) settlers in 1848, it was originally 

named Blumberg. In 1917 along with many other towns in the region it was 

renamed Birdwood in honour of military leader Sir William Birdwood who 

lead the ANZAC forces at Gallipo-

li. 

The Blumberg Flour Mill was es-

tablished in the1850’s and produced flour from locally grown 

grain for more than a century. In 1964, after the mill had 

ceased production, two enthusiasts, Jack Kaines and Len Vigar 

set up a motoring museum in the building. In 1976 the South 

Australian government took possession of the museum and it 

became known as the National Motor Museum. Over 200 ve-

hicles are housed including many with significant histories in 

the annals of Australian motoring achievements. 

Recently, when looking for a suitable gift for one of our grand-

sons we found “Tom the Outback Mailman” which deals  with 

the exploits of Tom Kruse delivering mail along the Birdsville 

track using a Leyland Badger truck. Young Theo was fascinated 

by the story so on our most recent visit to the Barossa Valley 

we took him and his family to see the restored Leyland Badger 

at Birdwood. 

The Leyland Badger was built in 1936. It gave sterling service on 

the mail run until” giving up the ghost” and being abandoned in 

Sturt’s Stony Desert in 1957. After more than 40 years in the 

desert it was rescued and restored and                             in 1999 

driven by 85 year -old Tom Kruse to Birdwood be on perma-

nent display in the Museum. 

Make: Leyland Badger (Tray top)   Year: 1936                         Engine: 4 cylinder diesel (4.5inch diameter cyl-

inder)                                                       Engine No: 3764                  Horsepower: 32.4                 Drive: 6 x 4,                                                                          

Birdwood National Motor Museum          Graeme 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zullichau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gro%C3%9F_Blumberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oder_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birdwood,_South_Australia#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicised
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_place_names_changed_from_German_names
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Birdwood,_1st_Baron_Birdwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Australian_Imperial_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallipoli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_schools_in_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birdwood,_South_Australia#cite_note-4
http://www.traveller.com.au/birdwood-adelaide-hills-travel-guide-and-things-to-do-131myk#ixzz5A47vKe6F
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=dRHFhuE2ur5AZ4rkHcnlKl&u=TravellerAU
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=dRHFhuE2ur5AZ4rkHcnlKl&u=TravellerAU
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4 speed crash gearbox, 2-speed auxiliary ‘joey’ gear box                               Original weight: 91 cwt. 

Load: 5 tons (usually 10 tons)                                                                                                          

Chassis: Modified by Tom with Thornycroft rear axle                                                                         

Original Registration #: 147-788                                                                                                              

 Acquisition: Purchased from Harry Ding by Tom Kruse 28 October 1949 

                                                                                                                                                    

Many other special vehicles are on display including the 

Shearer steam car of 1897, built by David Shearer in Mannum 

South Australia and claimed to be the first Australian made 

road going vehicle 

 

. 

  

The first vehicle to complete a south to north crossing from Adelaide to Darwin was a 190825 HP Talbot. 

In 1908 Harry Dutton and Murray Aunger became the first people to drive from Adelaide to Darwin.  

One hundred and ten years ago two men looked north from Adelaide and dreamed of an unlikely journey 

across the heart of the nation. Harry Dutton and Murray Aunger realised that dream and became the first 

people to successfully drive from Adelaide to Darwin. They tackled dusty tracks, giant sand dunes and 

swollen outback creeks in their transcontinental trek. 

The original journey took Dutton and Aunger 51 days. 42 of those were actual days of driving.  

In addition to the foregoing, the National Motor Museum houses many fine examples of early Holdens, 

Fords and marques such as Daimler, Rolls Royce and of course Dodge, with a most authentic 1916 Dodge 

Tourer. 

The Museum is of course the destination for the very popular annual Bay to Birdwood Rally. The Bay to 

Birdwood Classic will be held on Sunday 30 September 2018 and is open to substantially original veteran, 

vintage and early-classic motor vehicles built before 31 December 1959. 

In addition to the many vehicles the is a 

vast amount of memorabilia, Advertis-

ing material, garage equipment and 

tools with quality audio visual support 

material. 

A visit to this museum is a must for any 

historic vehicle enthusiast. It caters for 

all tastes. 

Graeme Ralph 
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This and That      Lloyd Hocking 

 

More on the restoration of the Essex 4 from last month. When I acquired the Essex 4 it was lacking a body, but 
all the running gear was in place.  

The engine was complete with all the bits---generator, starter motor , carby, fan, radiator, steel firewall 
and all the 

springs were in place. I was able to aquire 5 wire wheels which were in very good condition and also 5 large 
brass “screw ons” which held the wheels in place. The wheels were attached to the hubs and brake drums 
by 5 large pegs which at the rear were well worn and required to be built up with weld and then filed back 
to shape--- It would take an hours filing for each to get these back to the correct size! I had the chassis sand 
blasted and also the wire wheels— 

As stated these were in very good shape and only required several spokes to be replaced. These wire wheels 
were 24 inch, so the Essex stood high off the ground—almost like having a higher gear! 

 
Riley motors of Hamilton had been Hudson/Essex agents back in the 1920’s and must have/s•-c quite a few cars in 
the Hamilton district. Myself and a friend of mine collected quite a few spares 

over a period of time. I remember I had 4 complete rear axles which I gave away many years ago to an Essex 4 
restorer in the Wimmera area some where. 

 
My Essex 4 was a 1920 model. About the time that I first obtained the car I remember reading that the first 
Essex 4’s up to about 1920 had a high compression motor. After 1920 the engines had their compression rati-
os lowered owing to the fact that customers were complaining that they had to change gears too often. In 
those early days of motoring gear changing was something feared by a lot of drivers! Just prior to the 1920’s 
most of the new car drivers had just come out of the horse and cart days! These Essex 4 engines up to 1920 
had longer con-rods than the later engines and flat cylinder heads so that the compression ratio was between 
the top if the piston and the flat head! After 1920 the con-rods were a little shorter in length and the head above 
each cylinder had a scoop a quarter of a sphere machined out—all this of course lowering the 

 

I did not notice having to change gears that often in my 1920 model—It would pull away from 10mph in 
top with out any “snatch” from the engine----Thinking about that I realised that the petrol of 1920 would not 
have the “same kick” as our modern fuel does! I read somewhere that some of the fvel back in the 1920’s 
was not far above kerosene. 

 
The Essex 4 had a wet clutch which ran on a mixture of “old" oil—modern oil had too much “slip” in it —and 
a small amount of kerosene. I once used modern oil which really almost cut out the grip of the clutch! The clutch 
plate consisted of a flat plate with a lot of 5/8 inch holes drilled in it into which were plugged corks about the 
size of medicine bottle corks poking out just the correct amount to be able to grip. This Essex clutch was the 
best vintage clutch which I have ever used. It was very smooth. With the car in first gear it would move off 
with the engine at “idle” speeds, smoothly. The car had a 3 speed gear box but would have been a lot better 
with a 4 speed box! 

I built a 4 seater open touring body on this car and clad it in aJuminium--the only original body part I got with 
the car was the bonnet---These lasted well as they were very heavy — made out of very good quality steel! 

check if the crown wheel and pinion were in the correct 
 meshing, you unscrewed a plug in the diff. housing  and you got an easy  
look and could see--- If some adjustment was required you were able  
to screw up the unit holding the pinion to get the correct position and  
all  easily done! 
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    Sunday 20th May 2018 has been designated National Motoring Heritage Day. Peak motoring bodies, AOMC and 
Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Clubs Encourage all Historic Vehicle Clubs to make a special 
effort to promote our interest with displays and activities that will convey to the general public, the significance of 
clubs such as ours in preserving the Motoring Heritage of our nation. On this day we will be conducting our Club 
Concours at the Hamilton Pastoral Museum in conjunction with the Museum Open Days (19th and 20th May)                      
Everyone is urged to attend both days with their Club Vehicles and help create an impressive display. 

50th Birthday Celebration Dinner. Friday 18th May This will be held at Alexandra House. This venue was chosen 
because other places to hire and get caterers in would have made the costs prohibitive. There will be an alternate 
set menu and cost will be $35 per head. Come at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. Drinks will be at bar prices. Tickets will 
be issued as they are paid for. We have hired the whole area so we have space for 120 people in total. We will 
have some invited guests so we are hoping that 110 members and friends will join us for the meal. If you wish to 
make up a table please let us know- the only tables with named places will be the official tables.  RSVP April 23rd 
or sooner if possible. Tickets can be paid for by direct Debit if desired.  Or cash to our treasurer Karyn Dyson or 
post a cheque to Dinner Co-ordinator, Hamilton Pastoral Museum Inc., P O Box 220 Hamilton. 3300 
Rally Dinner on Saturday night. A ladies meeting has been held to plan the rally catering and a menu set for Satur-

day night. Lamb roast and Apple Crumble is planned for a cost of $20 per head. The canteen is our main area of 

fund raising so we are hoping you will support this evening. Please book you place by 3pm Saturday19th. Catering 

for the weekend will take the usual format with morning and afternoon teas and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. If 

you can help with the donation of slices and biscuits Rally Dinner on Saturday night. A ladies meeting has been 

held to plan the rally catering and a menu set for Saturday night. Lamb roast and Apple Crumble is planned for a 

cost of $20 per head. The canteen is our main area of fund raising so we are hoping you will support this evening. 

Please book you place by 3pm Saturday19th. Catering for the weekend will take the usual format with morning 

and afternoon teas and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. If you can help with the donation of slices and biscuits. 

Hamilton and District VVC Drivers Club members are most welcome to join in these activities. 

Proposed Rocker Cover Races 
During the Pastoral Museum Weekend there will be a variety of activities to entertain all ages. One special event 
which is being considered is a series of races for Rocker Cover Racing Cars. This is for cars made using a rocker 
cover (from any sort of engine) which meets the following criteria: 
No engines or propulsion. 
No moving weights, springs, or any form of assistance. 
Gravity is your only friend. 
Wheels can be attached to the car in any manner, but must not extend beyond the front of the valve cover. 
Cars shall be based on an actual rocker cover from an engine. 
Cars must have at least four wheels, each no more than 150mm in diameter. 
Wheel choice is completely open, but must have a non-metallic surface contacting the track. 
Modification and decoration of rocker covers with wings, air scoops, roll cages, drivers, fake engines, paint, etc is 
not only allowed but actively encouraged. 
Total dimensions of the rocker cover including any modifications or deco-
ration must remain inside the critical dimensions outlined below. 
 
Critical Dimensions: 
750mm maximum overall car length. 
350mm maximum overall car width. 
250mm maximum overall car height. 
5.0 KG maximum weight.                                                                                                                         
There is a set of race rules to be adhered to. Young and older enthusiasts 
are invited to construct a suitable vehicle and take part. 

NATIONAL MOTORING HERITAGE DAY 

NEWS FROM HAMILTON PASTORAL MUSEUM 
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Exhaust Notes 

Since last edition we’ve had various people joining the 

ranks of the “walking wounded” and some continuing 

from where we left off last month. Jenny Watt has un-

dergone surgery and is hopefully progressing well now, 

whilst Kaye Jenkins is sporting a cast on her arm as a 

result of  a mishap at Port Fairy. To these and anyone 

else with an injury or affliction we wish a speedy return 

to good health and fitness. 

Congratulations to Graeme and 

Betty Ralph who are about to 

celebrate their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary. 

 

Our guest speaker at the March meeting was John Gra-

ham who told us about all the activities at HIRL 

(Hamilton Institute of Rural Learning) Of particular in-

terest was the story of the successful programme of 

preservation of the endangered Eastern Barred Bandi-

coot – so successful it seems that is may soon be off 

the endangered list. 

John entertained us with some of his poetry and dis-

played examples of a newly discovered talent for draw-

ing and painting. His poem about Bandicoots is includ-

ed here for everyone to enjoy. 

 

I'm a little Bandicoot -  John Graham 

 I'm an Eastern Barred Bandicoot                       
I'm a male and just 6 months old, 
I'm small, banded and furry, 
And I'm rare, so I've been told.    
   
My mum is pretty darn unique,  
Because 12 nipples she displays, 
Shortest gestation a mammal has. 
She made me in just 12 days. 
  
Mum and dad are pretty randy, 
Produce 5 litters of up to 5 each year  
With an 8 week weaning each time 
Mum’s nipples are busy, you hear.           
I only weigh just under 1 kilo, 
So I'm pretty small you see, 
They tell me I'm endangered 
That's why I'm in this captivity 
 
A bloody big wire fence,  
It’s just like I'm in a giant jail, 

To keep me in, foxes and cats out 
To save my pretty, precious tail. 
 
 I have stacks of siblings,                                                                     
Over 45 at last count I hear,                              
Too many names to remember.                              
Dad just likes using his gear.                                
                              
I lie here all day in my grassy nest,                                                
And then eat and play up at night 
You see, us coots are nocturnal,                                                      
But we'd rather run, than fight. 
             
With big long pointy snouts,                                           
For rooting and digging, we toil                              
Crickets, beetles and worm                                                    
We dig little conical holes in the soil 
                           
  As I said, Dad is rather randy                                                                        
  He doesn't live with mum                                                                          
  Just calls in to mate with mum                                  
  Then off to his other fancy fluff, 
                 
   They tell me I'll be gone at 3                             
   We don't live that very long,                                                                
   We live even shorter lives                                                                                      
   If cats and foxes come along                        
                           
    So we need to be protected                                                         
    So we can breed up and stay                                                                             
I hope I'll live to be randy like dad                                   
And with the females, have my way. 
              
 So please, do all to protect us,    
Keep your cats and dogs away                                                                                                 
Get rid of those mangy foxes,                                                                          
 Then I'll have a big family one day. 

 

Eastern Barred 

Bandicoot 

 

 

 

 

Editors note: 

I have just retired from the work-

force after working in education for 

45 years.  I look forward to having 

more time for the things I have had 

to cram in around working 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com

