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Committee 2016-17

 

  
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  

SECRETARY:  
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

TBA    

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Les Toohey/Lesley  55735254  

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Graeme Ralph/Betty  0418 344 390 

  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

  
  

55724306 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward 
Caroline Woodward 

 Michael   0428 319 530   
Caroline    0407 806 681 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Les Toohey  
Peter Wilson 
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 
  

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICERS Betty Ralph, Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

 CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves, John Corcoran or 
Graeme Ralph 

John’s mobile- 0409 850 676 

Show Of Strength 
A guy walks into a bar and aggressively demands to know "Who's the strongest in here?" 
The toughest guy looks at him, stands up, rolls up his sleeves like he's ready to fight, and says "I am the strongest around 
here!" 
The other guy politely asks "Can you please help me push my car to the gas station?" 
 
 
John was telling his friend how his uncle tried to make a new car for himself… 
“So he took wheels from an MG, a radiator from a Spitfire, some panels and bumpers from a TR6…” 
“Holy Cow,” interrupted his friend, “What did he end up with?” 
And John replied, “Two years and probation.”  
 
A man and his wife arrived at an automobile dealership to pick up their car, but were told that the keys had been accidentally 
locked in it. They went to the service department and found a mechanic working feverishly to unlock the driver's side door. As 
they watched from the passenger's side, the guy instinctively tried the door handle and discovered it was open. "Hey," the 
man announced to the technician, "It's open!" "I know," answered the young man. "I already got that side."  

Something to laugh about 

mailto:peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com
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All this spectacular scenery and not another car in sight! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 

CLUB CALENDAR 2016 SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

Other events may be listed in the minutes    

August  19  General Club meeting  

August 21 Club monthly outing  to Tower Hill   - People to meet at our Clubrooms at 12.45pm for a 1pm departure. 

The length of the run is approximately 90km to Tower Hill. There is 1.3km (approx.) of dirt road (solid 

road when we tried it). We are aiming to get to Tower Hill about 1.30-1.45pm so we can have a relaxed 

afternoon tea and have plenty of time for the talks and walks. Very well priced fuel is available in both 

Koroit and Port Fairy. 

August 31 Mid Week run—Meet at club rooms at 1:30pm AT THIS STAGE IT IS A MYSTERY RUN 

September 2 Newsletter deadline 

September 8 Newsletter printing and collating 3pm 

September 16 Club meeting 

September 18 Club run 

September 28 Mid Week run 

 INVITATION EVENTS 2016 Also see some brochures and reports later in the news-

letter for details or other events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

August 27 Federation Veteran & Vintage Run, Bendigo to Castlemaine 

August 28 Marong Picnic. Start of Bendigo to Mildura Tour. 

November 12 & 13  2016 Bendigo National Swap. Club site available for members use .  

  

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                                                                            Michael and Caroline Woodward 

What a wonderful day we had with the “Around the Garages” on July 17. We had 121 people sign our attendance 
book (48 club members and 73 people from other clubs).  

A big thankyou to Neville Cooper, Andrew Shaw, Dennis Wheelhouse and Jos Van den Ham who allowed the mul-
titudes to visit their sheds and peruse their collections. 

A huge thankyou to the members of the club who provided soup, slices and sausages. People even donated food 
when they weren’t going to be at the function. A thankyou to our chefs- Chris and Terry, who slaved over the bbq, 
cooking sausages and onions for the hordes of participants. We won’t name the ladies who helped on the day, as 
we do not want to miss anyone, but thank you all for serving, cutting slices, washing up and tidying up when all 
was done. It is this sort of camaraderie which makes it wonderful to be a member of this club. 

August Car Club Run, Sunday August 21: 

We will be visiting Victoria’s first National Park, travelling to Tower Hill near Koroit. Tower Hill’s eruptions com-
menced over 30,000 years ago and has resulted in a “nested maar” formation that is 3.2km by 2.4km wide. This is 
the largest nested maar formation in Victoria. Tower Hill is a thriving nature reserve with much to see and do. A 
revegetation project was begun in the 1960s, the bush has returned, and so has the wildlife, including kangaroos, 
wallabies, emus, koalas, sugar gliders, echidnas and many types of birds.  

We have spoken to the guides at Tower Hill, and for $10/head (a much reduced price), they will provide us with 
Devonshire tea, a cultural talk including the history, volcanology, geology, history, bush tucker and hopefully a 
boomerang throwing lesson. Numbers will be required, so please contact Caroline on 0407806681 if you plan to 
come on this run. 

The Visitor Centre at the Park is now very well equipped, with lovely tea, coffee, thick-shakes, cold drinks and sou-
venirs for sale.  

People to meet at our Clubrooms at 12.45pm for a 1pm departure. The length of the run is approximately 90km to 
Tower Hill. There is 1.3km (approx.) of dirt road (solid road when we tried it). We are aiming to get to Tower Hill 
about 1.30-1.45pm so we can have a relaxed afternoon tea and have plenty of time for the talks and walks. Very 
well priced fuel is available in both Koroit and Port Fairy. 

 

August Mid-Week Run 

Details to be finalised. 

Well, another year has started and comes with some new challenges, but I’m sure we  will overcome them.  I must 

thank members fir their confidence in me to be their new President and head the executive for the coming year. 

Thanks to Doug for his tireless work in organizing many inter club activities, this has given the club great exposure 

locally and externally as well. 

Thank you to all members who have supported the club previously and also thanks to the new committee for their 

confidence for the coming year. 

The Around the Garages day was a great success. Thank you to Neville and Fay Cooper, Jos Van Den Ham, Dennis 

Wheelhouse and Andrew and Maree Shaw for opening their sheds/houses up sp people could view their hobbies 

and collections. Thanks to all the people involved in the preparation of food for the day. It was well received. 

Our major concern at present is the position of Secretary. I have canvassed members seeking a replacement for 

John Barke who wants a break. He has held the position for the past three years. John has initiated computerized 

programs to make the tasks easier to implement different documentation requirements. 

Next Years Queen’s Birthday rall will be the clubs 40th rally to be held so we need to make it a memorable one. 

We will need new ideas, venues, members support and memorabilia to make it a successful occasion. 
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Michael and I have thoroughly enjoyed our year as Club Captains. We have taken you to quite a few different places and hope 
that you have enjoyed them. 

Between last July and this month, we have taken you to: 

 Casterton “Around the Garages” 

 Grassmere Junction and the motorbike collection at the George Taylors store, followed by lunch at the Woolsthorpe pub 

 Hopkins Falls and the cruise on the Hopkins River 

 Treloar Roses 

 Casterton POO (Pride of Ownership) day 

 President Doug took us on a trip to a local homestead for the Xmas run 

 Orford Vintage Rally 

 Ansett Airlines 80th Anniversary of First Flight 

 Ken and Florrie, and Steven Waters collection 

 We introduced a new “Nostalgia Run” for Veteran & Vintage cars, which was open to any cars, as long as they travelled 
out at the Veteran/Vintage speed. We went to the Anya Picnic ground and this was a most enjoyable run. We hope that the 
“Nostalgia Run” continues in the future. 

 Turfworx and the Club Concours 

June Queens Birthday Rally, organised by the Rally Committee, which was an outstanding success. 

There have also been the Midweek Runs, organised by Committee Members and/or Club members, taking us to interesting 
places to see. These have included: 

 Macarthur township 

 Richard Neaves tractor and machinery display 

 Cavendish 

 Merino 

 Broadwater with sheepdog training 

 Dunkeld and Gerard Murphy Fine furniture 

 Coleraine railway station 

 Freshwater Lake/Mirranatwa Gap/Dunkeld 

 Tour of the Hamilton Spectator 

There has been much procrastination on how to get some of our club membership, especially some of those on 
the Club Permit Scheme to attend our monthly meetings, midweek and Sunday outings. 

We have tried to implement ideas that may improve participation with little success. 

Registration paperwork has to be processed each year to allow the use of your pride and joy. I am cordially inviting 
those members to come to some of the above meetings and outings to mix with the other members and enjoy the 
fellowship. You may have different ideas/venues that have never been considered before to visit. We have guest 
speakers attend most monthly meetings who talk on a wide variety of topics. Mid week runs tour many interesting 
places ad usually culminate in afternoon tea and a chat at a venue or café.  

Remember the CLUB PERMIT SCHEME (CPS) is not a right but a privilege! 

Club Captains Annual Report 2015-2016 

The caption was  SHOULD I TELL THEM? 

Editorial            Richard Neaves 
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The August quarterly meeting was well attended. Some of the key issues discussed were:  

Marong Picnic: 28th August. Entry is free to members of federation affiliated clubs and members are required to present either 

a club newsletter or their club membership card to gain free entry. Non Federation members will be charged $20.00 per car. 

Cars should be on the oval by 10:30 am and remain until at least 2:30 pm. There is no Federation raffle this year! 

Bendigo to Castlemaine run for Veteran and Vintage cars will take place on 27th August, leaving Bendigo Clubrooms at 9:30 
am. Anyone requiring breakfast beforehand ($5.00) should contact Neil Athorn 0408033839 or 
neil.athorn@bendigobank.com.au 
Bendigo to Mildura event: Participants assemble at Marong Picnic. 

Mortlake Picnic: This will be on 26th March 2017 and there will be a tractor trek on Saturday25th March. Camping and Cara-

van sites are available in Mortlake Caravan Park. 

Other picnics are to be held across Victoria: Wunghnu, 26th March; Maffra, 16thOct 2016; Scoresby, 9th April 2017. 

Club Permit Scheme: No recent meetings have been held with VicRoads. The process of identifying vehicles which are highly 
modified and on” H” plates and should be on” M” plates and require proper engineering certification, is being pursued by Vi-
cRoads. VicRoads CPS rules can be viewed on the Federation website at www.federation.asn.au All members are advised to 
familiarise themselves with these VicRoads rules. 
All Clubs are required to provide complete details of office bearers and signatories for CPS renewals and new applications, to 

VicRoads, immediately after their AGM. 

VicRoads advise that a Cub Permit may be transferred to the spouse of a deceased Permit holder. This requires the provision 

by the spouse of a Statutory Declaration and a copy of a death Certificate and a letter from the club confirming that the spouse 

is a current financial member of the club. 

There has been no progress on allowing original number plates on CPS vehicles. This one seems to be residing in the “too hard’ 

basket. 

Fed News:  Long term editor Mal Grant has retired, and a new Editor is being sought. Meanwhile all clubs are urged to sub-

mit articles on events, motoring history and other items of a Historic motoring nature. 

Bendigo Swap: More volunteers for gate duty are still required. Feature display vehicles will be red and grey Ferguson and 

Massey Harris tractors. There will be a car boot sale in the Show and Shine area on the Sunday. $20 per site. 

Australia day in Domain Gardens: similar to previous years with a limit of 250 vehicles.  

Coming Events: Various clubs are conducting rallies including the following:                                         Casterton 29 th Annual Ral-

ly March 11th, 12th &13th 2017 includes a trip to Dartmoor area.            Deniliquin Spring Rally 16th,17th & 18th Sept 2016.                                                                                            

Ballarine Club Inaugural Rally 12th,13th & 14th Aug 2017 

Next Meeting: 15th Oct 2016 at Darnum 

Annual General Meeting 

 The Annual General Meeting of Federation followed the quarterly meeting with the entire committee re- elected unopposed. 

This is a fair indication that clubs are very satisfied with the manner in which this group, under the chairmanship of Neil 

Athorn, continues to work in the interests of the Historic Vehicle movement throughout Victoria. 

Treasurer Brett Holloway gave a comprehensive financial report which h showed the Federation to be in a sound financial po-

sition and able to continue supporting the member clubs. Some cost savings have been implemented to offset lower returns 

particularly from Bendigo Swap. Travel payments to club delegates have been discontinued and applications for capital grants, 

whilst still available, must meet set guidelines and clubs receive rally trophies rather than cash. 

Club subscriptions to federation have been kept at $100.00 and are now due. (invoice to be sent) 

Quarterly meetings for 2017 will be:  11th Feb Bellarine, 20th May Albury,  5th August Hamilton  and 14th Oct Bendigo.  

Graeme Ralph 

FEDERATION REPORT                                                                                                       Graeme Ralph 

mailto:neil.athorn@bendigobank.com.au
http://www.federation.asn.au
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A couple of months ago l used our Suzuki for an errand down 

at Dartmoor and misplaced/lost the key. The hole in the pock-

et of my shorts was the probable culprit and fruitless back-

tracking and searching over several weeks failed to turn up 

said key. 

What to do? 

Well first off l phoned the Suzuki Distributer in Melbourne. 

The girl who answered the phone put me through to a young 

man in spare parts. He spent a long time on his computer 

looking for inspiration, but finally he suggested l go to a lock-

smith. 

So l rang Batches in Horsham. ”Yes,” they said, "We can help 

you. Just bring us a door lock.” 

Checking the door locks l found the rear door lock the easiest 

to remove, so that was the one l took into Batches. "Leave it 

with us” the young man said, "we'll need a couple of 

hours.” When l returned l had a pair of keys that fitted and 

turned my lock. Happily i paid the account ($55) and went 

on my way. 

Back to Dartmoor and with great expectations tried the igni-

tion switch. The key entered the lock but sadly would not turn. 

Not a happy chappie! 

Facing a return trip to Horsham, l thought perhaps 

may be able to remove the ignition switch, and take that with 

me as well. l unscrewed the plastic surround of the switch, 

only to find the switch is fixed to the steering column with 2 

screws/bolts/rivets, of a type that l have never seen before 

and certainly had no chance of undoing. 

Plan C then:— Maybe someone in Mt. Gambier might be able 

to help. Eileen used her phone and found 3 Locksmiths in M/

G. Since l could not remove the ignition switch l would have to 

take the whole vehicle. The plan was to tow the Suzuki around 

to the ramp and load it on the trailer. l turned the steering 

wheel only to find l had engaged the steering lock. 

Plan D then:— Bring the tandem trailer around to the back of 

the Suzuki, line it up so i could winch the Suzuki onto the trail-

er using the tilt mechanism. Since the Suzuki fits on the trailer 

with only 2 inches or so on either side, the process of lining 

the car and the trailer up in a straight line quite a challenge. it 

took me easily % an hour of painstaking forwards and 

reversing, in and out of the car, before l was satisfied that I 

could successfully winch it on. 

Now engage the winch and tilt the tray. Step back and check 

the progress. lt’s not going to work, the tilt on the tray wa 

much too steep for me to use my hand winch with any degree 

of safety, and success, so what now? 

Plan E then:— if I could start the car l could reverse it up and 

on in low~range quite safely. 

How? Without a key. Inspiration! ll Hot-wire the car!!! How? 

Car thieves do it all the time and in seconds as well, so it can't 

be too hard. With one piece of wire l first found out how 

to engage ignition and using a second piece l engaged the 

starter motor. The Suzuki started. 

Bloody marvellous! This process took longer than a few sec-

onds, so there is little chance of an increase in stolen cars 

around Dartmoor, but I will tell you this, l felt like l had just 

thrown a 180 at darts, sunk a 20 foot putt for a 1 under par on 

a par 5 hole, or landed my best ever snappen 

l reversed it on, tied it down, and headed to Mount Gambler, 

filled with a strong sense of being in control. 

First port of call was Wilson Security. Found them in the main 

street, but where to park a ute and tandem trailer. l found a 

park in a side street about 3 blocks away. l walked around 

to W/S and entered their premises. 2 ladies were working on 

computers behind the counter, and a young man was cutting 

keys for a couple. One of the ladies asked if she could help me, 

and when l explained she said the young man would sort me 

out as soon as he had finished cutting the keys. After ten 

minutes or so he approached me, I told him my problem, and 

he said he was sorry because they did not do car keys. He 

offered plenty of advice as l turned disappointedly towards the 

exit. 

l returned to my car and sought out the next locksmith, Blue 

Circle. Again, problem with parking, but a pub yard beckoned 

and a short walk bought me to a private house with 3 people 

sitting on the front veranda conversing and drinking a cuppa. 

“Excuse me” l said “l'm looking for a locksmith." l was in-

formed in a very nice way that the lady was sorry as her 

husband was in Adelaide for the day. Thanking the lady l re-

turned to the car. My sense of being in control was evapo-

rating. 

The last name l had been given was 2 streets back sol drove 

around the block and found the business. Again no parking, 

but i did find a spot in the main street within a block. My 

mood was darkening, and my patience stretching as l entered 

the doors of Banmister & Son. They listened to my story with 

just a hint of smugness, and took the key that Batches had cut 

for me, placed it in their computer controlled machine, and 

within minutes solved my problem. 

lt was that Batches had cut only ‘/1 of the key. The computer 
surveyed the key, matched it to Suzuki data and came up with 
3 alternatives for finishing the key. Apparently more slots had 
to be cut further up on the key. The 3 profiles were clearly 
visible on the computer screen. 
Which one? l suggested that he cut all three and he could have 
back the ones that did not work. No he simply cut the first one 
the computer suggested and then off we went to test it 

The Saga of the Suzuki Serra Replacement ignition Key.                          Geoff Graham 
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Mid week run to Wannon and Nigretta Falls 

Following Jim Ford we headed out through Morgiana 

and across the ford which was almost covered with 

water and on to the Wannon Falls lookout and then to 

the Wannon Falls viewing platform. 

The falls looked quite spectacular with a very good 

amount of water. Then we headed across to the Ni-

gretta Falls where we stopped again to look at these 

falls which are quite different but never the less also 

very picturesque. They have been a very popular desti-

nation of late for many of the locals. 

Fortunately the weather was cold but no rain. 

Everyone headed back to the Pitstop café on Coleraine 

Road where the girls there served us all very efficiently. 

It was a good place to have a chat.  

 

Those present were: 
John Barke, 1953 Sunbeam Talbot 
Helen Moore & Pam Neaves, 1976 Toyota Crown 
Geoff & Eileen Graham, 2007 Modern 
Pam Pollock, 1965 Mustang 
Graham McFadyen, 1982 Landrover S3 
Wal Brinkmann, 1968 Austin 1800 
Tom Mitchell, visitor with Wal 
Don & Irene MacDonald, 1972 Holden Premier 
Denis Polack, 1929 Morris Cowley 
Peter Wilson, Modern 
Jim Ford, 1973 Rover 
Dave & Jane Falkenberg, 1977 Holden Torana 
Carol Baudinette, Modern 
Mark & Lorraine Rye, 1986 Range rover 
Arthur & Glenys Hole, 1966 Ford Mustang 
Reg & Kaye Jenkins, 1967 Humber 
Greg & Julie Lindsay, Modern 
Michael Woodward, 1929 Model A Ford 

Apologies to anyone who is missed- they didn’t sign 
the book!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Guess what, it turned the ignition and started the engine. 
It's a marvellous feeling you get when things finally come to-
gether, and all l could think of was to shake his hand vigorous-
ly.  
l have always admired people who have the capability to 
be at the top of their game, and this man was one of those. 
But waitl... There's more...Back in the shop he cut the extra 
slots in the Batches second key, cut a 3"’ key from scratch and 
added a bright red tag to each key. The man could have 
charged me a lot of money, and l would have happily paid up, 
but again to my absolute surprise the account was $18.70. 
What would you do in a similar circumstance, or if it mysteri-
ously happened again? My newest mate told me next time, 
look at, or remove the drivers side door lock, and stamped 
on it will be the number applicable to your vehicle. 

What's the moral of this story? Well when I see a business 
offering excellence, patience, and exceptional customer ser-
vice I just have to tell someone. 

Geoff. 
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MINUTES 
General Meeting of the Hamilton & District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc 

Held at Hamilton Vintage Garage Clubrooms 
Date: Friday July 15th   2016  

MEETING OPENED 

  

9.12 pm    following AGM   

MEMBERS WEL-
COMED: 

New President Richard welcomed members and guests 

ATTENDANCE: AS PER 
BOOK 

Terry & Jenny Hutchins, Peter Milburn, Veronica Massey, Eileen & Geoff Graham, 
Colin & Lorraine Scott, Christopher White, Robert Brody, Darcy Miller, Neville Cooper, 
Graeme McFadyen, David Hayes, Lorraine & Mark Rye, James Whitehead, John Barke, 
Laurie Stevens, 

Terry Gunningham, Ron Polack, Geoff Rowbottom, Jillian McDonald, Caroline & Mi-
chael Woodward, Ern Polack, Denis Polack, Noel Schneider, Carol Baudinette, Brian 
Simkin, Doug Palmer, Gus Kuilboer, Andrew Anson, Graeme & Betty Ralph, Pam Pol-
lock, Jim Ford, Lorraine & Peter Wilson  

APOLOGIES:  Helen Moore, Jeff & Carolyn Schurmann, Greg & Julie Lindsay, Lesley Schneider, Lloyd 
Hocking, Rita White, Glenyce Kuilboer, Roger Moodie, Keith Loh, Les & Lesley Tohey, 
Reg Jenkins, Rod Potter, Bert Hill Graeme Winsall, Alan Eilson, John & Jenny Corcoran, 
Robert Fraser, Trevor & Kay Schultz 

MOVED Bob Martin  SECONDED Lorraine Wilson  CARRIED 

  

MINUTES OF THE PRE-
VIOUS GENERAL 
MEETING  MAY  2016 

as circulated:    

MOVED Geoff Sharrock  SECONDED       CARRIED 

  

BUSINESS ARISING: 

 

Nil 

TREASURER’S REPORT As presented by Treasurer 

Accounts for payment Club badges $355  First Aid kit $37 

MOVED  Ern Polack SECONDED Chris White  CARRIED 

  

CORRESPONDENCE   
IN   

Letter from Chris White 
Phone call from Michael Robertson re classic car for display at Advance Petroleum – 
Sheepvention  

Events  Check the Notice Boards at the Hamilton Vintage Garage clubrooms for future Events 

Federation Calendar   2016 

Federation Marong Picnic August 28th 

Bendigo Swap Meet November 12th & 13th 2016 

Newsletters 

 

   

Federation News June July 2016 

Drivers Journal Goulburn Valley MVDC May 2016 

MG Wheel Spin May 2016 

CORRESPONDENCE 
OUT 

NIL 

MOVED Michael Woodward SECONDED Denis Polack  CARRIED 

BUILDING  REPORT 

  

New shelves have been built in the Storeroom – Thanks Denis Polack & Doug Palmer 
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CLUB CAPTAINS  

REPORT 

  

July Car Club Run, Sunday July 17: 

2016 is our Clubs turn to host the “Around the Garages”. 9.30 start from Club We 
have four “Men’s Sheds” to visit.  Andrew Shaw, Neville Cooper, Dennis Wheelhouse 
& Jos Van Den Ham 
People to meet at our Clubrooms at 9.30am for morning tea before a 10am departure 
to the first of the garages. 
 Lunch will be “Soup, Sausage and Slice” for $3.00. 
  Afternoon tea is provided before everyone departs for home 
July Mid-Week Run, Wednesday July 27: 
Please meet at our Club rooms at 1.15pm for a 1.30pm departure to tour around the 
Wannon and Nigretta Falls. There should be quite a lot of water flowing over the Falls 
after all the precipitation we have had in the past weeks. 
Coffee will follow at Pitstop café in Hamilton. 
The run is approx. 50km round trip from Hamilton to Morgiana, Wannon Falls, Ni-
gretta Falls and then back to Hamilton. 
For those members interested, there will be a BYO takeaway tea and fellowship at the 
Club rooms at 6pm. 
August Car Club Run, Sunday August 21:TBA 

FEDERATION  

REPORT 

  

The AGM will be at Smithfield.  Marong Picnic is in August.  Discussion about Safety 
Office re Club Permit Scheme 

Bendigo Swap Meet is in November – no correspondence yet 

  

Touring (Rally) After a successful QBT lead by Lorraine Wilson and her team. a new Committee will be 
formed for next years Rally.  The “40th” – Suggestion to go to Narrapumelap Homestead. 
REPORTS MOVED Gus Kuilboer SECONDED Noel Schneider CARRIED 

  

GENERAL BUSINESS 

  

Dennis Belcher & John Barke have started cataloguing the Library.  Help needed as using 
Excel. 

Doug is organising a Veteran Rally in Hamilton next year – about 60 entrants 

There is a Dodge Rally in October 2017 

Chris White advised that pre 1940 Rolls Royce’s would be touring through Hamilton in 
October. 

Jim Ford said that a DVD of the Ansett 80th Anniversary weekend is now available 

Meeting Closed:  9.34 pm    

Next Meeting    August 19th 2016 

Programme.     Supper and a chat 
  

From the Editor—Checking out some news for 

the newsletter and came across a site which 

lists all the new release cars.  

http://www.motoring.com.au/new-car-

calendar-11034/ 

This is the one I would like! 

“The NSX Honda is fast; very fast. And it han-

dles track work with aplomb, flattering average 

drivers and delivering millimetre perfection for 

experts..” – Mike Sinclair  
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This and That          Lloyd Hocking 

We seem to be making up this winter for the lack of rain which we have not had in previous winters at this time of 

the year. I have just spent a weekend at Woodend and noted the full dams on the way there compared with the 

empty ones noted on my last trip to Woodend in the middle of this June. A good gauge of rainfall here I think is the 

dam on the roadside on the edge of Tarrington which about 4 or 5 weeks ago was empty and today 24/7/16 is ab-

solutely full! 

Of course the weather is not great for any garage work on our old or older vehicles. The constant weekend rain 

has prevented me from giving the 30/98 a run, but on the brighter side I can 

take out the 911 and then I realise how good it is to drive and I should drive it 

more often. 

Due to the inclement weather I have been watching a bit more W, and at 

home came across the complete collection of "Jeeves and Wooster", starring 

Stephen Fry as Jeeves the perfect valet, and 

Hugh Laurie as Bertie Wooster, the perfect ass! The series is set in the late 

1920's and into the 1930's. As usual with these English TV shows, all the 

scenes are set in period. Every now and then 

Jeeves and Wooster would spend a week or so at some Lords’s pile in the 

country and motor down in Woosters very nice 4 seater open sports, which 

looks to me like a four seater C. 1934 Aston Martin. My TV reception makes 

this car look a lot winder and longer that it actually should! 

Wooster always looks the part behind the wheel dressed in tweeds and with 

his peaked cap on his head in reverse and Jeeves beside him still dressed as a 

"gentlemans gentleman" in stripped trousers and a dark coat and wearing a 

bowler hat! Every now and then in the streets of London scenes period car and taxis motor past--- On a trip to the 

races Jeeves and Bertie have hired a Riley sedan for the day, of the correct period of course! 

At one stage of a story Jeeves and Bertie and motoring along very fast in the Aston Martin and 

Jeeves notes that he can see the speedometer needle hovering around the 80mph mark--- Bertie says is that all 

and puts his foot down harder with the inevitable happening signalled by clouds of black smoke and the car stop-

ping--— Next scene car and passengers are being towed by a large dray pulled by a horse! 

 

As I said I have been giving the TV are fair hiding and last night I was watching the “Dr. Blake 

Mysteries" and at the beginning a very nice black Jaguar Mark 1V is motoring rather quickly driven by one of the 

main actors in the show. A few years ago there was a rally which this car travelled in and the rally had lunch at Me-

rino and I remember thinking it was a great car--- I remember seeing this owner/actor but can't for the life of me 

remember his name--— I do remember that he is a keen Jaguar man arid has several Jaguars .  

(Editors Note: The actor is John Wood—I've also got a 1947 Mark IV, which I finished restoring about a year ago. It's 

difficult to drive, but it's a lovely car. The amount of timber in that is just mind-boggling, so much timber around the door-

frames, the window frames and the dashboard. It's beautiful Read more: http://www.drive.com.au/motor-news/john-wood-star-and-car-

20131114-2xkbv.html#ixzz4GoRvmndM) 

 

Several years ago when viewing one of the British "Upper Crust" sagas the wealthy son was driving a Vauxhall 

30/98 which had a Wensom bodv (the top of the 30/98) range) and then followed shortly by the daughter of the 

house driving a polished aluminium bodied 12/50 Alvis. Shortly the rest of the family arrived in a 7 seater c.1930 

Sunbeam sedan! 

The Vauxhall has not had any use for about a month, but I like to start it about once a week and warm the engine 

and oil up. The engine starts readily on full choke but in the cold weather is inclined to cut out after about l0 sec-

onds. I have found out that on full choke if you insert the fine spraying tube of that product with a great name—

http://www.drive.com.au/motor-news/john-wood-star-and-car-20131114-2xkbv.html#ixzz4GoRvmndM
http://www.drive.com.au/motor-news/john-wood-star-and-car-20131114-2xkbv.html#ixzz4GoRvmndM
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”Start Ya Bastard" into the almost closed flap of the choke and give it about 3 good sprays the engine starts readily 

and stays started!—You do not want to keep on spraying S.Y.B as it contains a large percentage of ether which is 

very flammable, which you want, but is also very drying!-- I remember years ago when I was restoring an Essex 4—

( I often think of the Essex 4, having driven one quite often, as the poor man’ 3litre Bentley!—-— they could really 

go) ---— l was spraying a lot of S.Y.B. into the carby intake without a result and when turning the engine over a bit 

later with the starting handle you could almost hear the pistion rings scraping their way up and down the bores! 

Found out later that the trouble was no fuel getting the carbyl! 

 

Several years ago at Mt. Tarrangower Hill Climb a competitor had a supercharged special with a rear Vincent m/c 

engine and was trying to start the engine with the aid of his mate spraying copious amounts of S.Y.B. into the in-

take---- lt only started to fire when it got a decent charge of S.Y.B. into the engine and of course this only lasted a 

short while on the S.Y.B. spray. The driver did give up after a while but boy the engines barrels would have been 

dried out!! 

Some things make you puzzle re. car starting in the 1920's when the fuel full strength of the day wasn’t up to 2016 

91 and 98. Sometimes l think the fuel back in the 1920's was just up a little on power kerosene! 

Reading starting instructions for the Vauxhall in a 1920's article stated that one should use a gentleman's silk 

handkerchief to choke the carby—( the early cars did not have a choke , nor a self = starter! 

Then after setting the spark and the throttle correctly one should not have any problem starting the engine with 

the starting handle. You just try to turn the cold engine over with the starting handle- l can move it but as for a 

quick upwards movement to start the engine--—No Hope!! 

Andrew Shaw’s Fire Memorabilia  

 

 

 

Neville Cooper’s Restoration Project 
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We all gathered at our clubrooms on Sunday morning, and 
departed at 10am after a very pleasant cuppa. Due to the 
large numbers, the group was split in two and our group set 
off to Neville and Faye Cooper’s shed where we saw an im-
pressive collection of Holden vehicles and BSA motorbikes, all 
in pristine condition. Neville is in the process of restoring a JAP 
V-twin powered motorcycle. Many people were drooling at 
this point, wishing it was theirs. 
 
After Neville’s collection, we moved on to Andrew Shaw’s 
shed where we saw an interesting collection of fire-fighting 
equipment ranging from old to new, including an old fire hy-
drant. We were also shown Andrews’ Porsche, a Chevrolet 
Corvette Shark and a Mini. Andrew gave an interesting and 
very descriptive talk on both of his collections.

 
 Neville’s vintage BSA       

Andrew’s fire memorabilia 
We then proceeded back to our Club rooms where we had a 
delightful meal of soup, sausages and slice, provided by the 
ladies of the club. Chris and Terry manned the BBQ very capa-
bly. Lunch provided time for our participants to chat about the 
collections they had just visited. 
 
After lunch we were again split into two groups. Our group 
headed to Jos van den Ham’s museum where we were treated 
to a vehicle collection consisting of a Chev truck, FB Holden 
sedan, an original VC Valiant, a 1929 Model A Tourer plus a 
large collection of auto memorabilia. 
We then travelled to Dennis Wheelhouse’s vast collection of 
tractors. He has a delightful Maxwell 1925 Tourer which 
caught everyone’s attention. He also has a Bren gun carrier 
which had been converted to a bulldozer.

  

 

 
Dennis’ tractor collection 

After visiting all the sheds, everyone returned to our 
clubrooms for a wonderful afternoon tea to finish up a most 
interesting day. 
 

Hamilton Club members present were: 
James Whitehead, 1966 Holden HR 
Arthur & Glenys Hole, 1966 Ford Mustang 
Geoff Rowbottom & Jillian McDonald,  
1973 Valiant  Charger 
Pam & Ron Pollock, 1973 Valiant Charger 
Bob Martin, Modern 
Terry & Jenny Hutchins, 1964 Holden EH 
Neville & Faye Cooper, 2005 Holden CV8 
Darcy & Ruth Miller, 1953 Holden FX 
Graeme & Kristin Winsall, 1957 Morris Minor 
Chris & Sharon Watt, 1971 Falcon XY 
Laurie Stevens, 2005 Toyota Camry 
Chris & Rita White, Modern 
Jim Ford & Philip Bade,1973 MG B 
Roy & Margaret Polack, 2003 station wagon 
Eileen & Geoff Graham, Modern 
Bert & Janet Hutchins, 1979 Holden HZ ute 
Glenn Humphries & Kimberly Hutchins,  
1969 Morris Minor 1000 
Peter Wilson, 1988 Ducati 
Carol Baudinette, Modern 
Mark & Lorraine Rye, BMW 
Michael & Caroline Woodward, 1951 Austin Sheerline 
Peter & Lorraine Wilson, Modern 
Kaye Jenkins, Modern 
Richard Neaves, Modern 
Noel Schneider, Mercedes 
Brian Simkin, Modern 
Andrew & Marie Shaw, Modern 
Bob Heaney, Pontiac 
Roger Warburton, bike 
John Barke, 1953 Sunbeam Talbot 
Apologies to anyone who is missed-  
they didn’t sign the book!!! 
Unfortunately, photos taken at Jos’ didn’t work out. 
 
Michael Woodward 
 
 
 

“Around the Garages” July 17                                             Michael and Caroline Woodward 
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It seems that Kevin and Jenny Watt have enjoyed some 

lively celebrations to mark a special birthday milestone 

for Kevin. We wonder if there was a special birthday 

gift. (Not another car???) Congratulations Kevin. 

Whispers are afloat that we have a couple of interesting  

“new” cars in the club. One is a Corvette in the Shaw 

stable whist it is rumoured that an American built Ford 

Capri has joined the fleet of Chris and Sharon Watt. 

More information is required! 

Several MG Magnette enthusiasts recently gathered at 

Halls Gap with John and Jenny Corcoran and Kevin and 

Jenny Watt joining a dozen other couples with their cars 

to share their knowledge and enjoy the fellowship of 

like minded friends in the delightful Grampians region. 

We have a couple of keen overseas travellers away at 

the moment with Douglas and Jason Palmer touring the 

battlefields of France and Bob Martin soaking up some 

nostalgia in some European car museums. We await 

some detailed reports on their return. 

Joan Lewis is having some issues with the Riley 2.5 litre 

saloon. In particular the engine is somewhat out of sorts 

and it seems some rebuilding is in progress. Hopefully 

this fine piece of British machinery will soon be on its 

best behaviour on the road again. 

Les and Lorna Thomas have celebrated sixty five years 

of wedded bliss recently. Well done ! 

 

 

The Ansett Museum has produced a two disc DVD set to 

record the celebration of the 80th Anniversary of the 

Exhaust Notes 

Gardening tips for August  http://www.sgaonline.org.au/august-in-your-patch/ 

Low temperatures for extended periods of time (all of Tasmania, most of Victoria, the southern highlands of NSW, the ACT 

and a tiny southern bit of SA) 

It’s your very last chance to put bare rooted trees in! Race down to the nursery now, and grab some fruit trees, including ap-

ples, pears, plums, peaches, and nectarines. Deciduous exotic trees can be planted in now also. 

There’s a bit happening in the veggie patch, so you could try spinach, broad beans, Jerusalem artichokes (put them in a pot or 

they can take over!!), potatoes, peas, onions, parsley, cabbage, broccoli, rocket, silverbeet, cauliflower, lettuce, leek, Asian 

greens, radish, beetroot and parsnip. 

Pruning and weeding is a top job to do at this time of year. Deciduous fruit trees love a big old haircut now, except your apri-

cot! 

If planning on putting in some tomatoes next month, prepare a bed now (your toms will thank you for it). Do this by popping 

in some organic compost, pelletised chook poo, a wee bit of water, and applying straw mulch-avoid sugarcane in these areas 

due to the transport associated with its supply. 

This bed will be awesome come September….and you will have the greatest tomatoes in the street! 

Get spraying! To prevent peach leaf curl (which also effects Nectarines) 

Top up mulch on your veggie patches, herb gardens and ornamental beds. Choose sustainable, low environ-

mental impact mulch, one that will enrich your soil as it breaks down. 

Green manure crops (like faba beans or field peas) are good to go now…..improve that dormant veggie patch! 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased to around 4 days.  

Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time 

and the club  money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Ad-

vertisements have been set at $35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com   Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like 

you to volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time.  

    

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/

