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Committee 2016-17

 

  
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
 
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
John Barke 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  
 
j6w4barke@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Les Toohey/Lesley  55735254  

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Les Toohey 55736 254 
  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

 Jenny/Terry Hutchins 
  

 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward 
Caroline Woodward 

 Michael   0428 319 530   
Caroline    0407 806 681 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Les Toohey  
Peter Wilson 
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 
  

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICERS John Barke Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

 CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves, John Corcoran  
Rod Potter and John Barke 

John’s mobile- 0409 850 676 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 
Information for new members is available on 
the website. 

What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa? A rebel without a Claus.  

What do you call an elf who sings? A wrapper!  

Why is Christmas just like your job? You do all the work and the fat guy with the suit 

gets all the credit.  

Why does Santa Claus go down the chimney on Christmas Eve? Because it soot's him  

Why are Christmas trees so fond of the past? Because the present's beneath them.  

What do you call a broke santa? Give up yet? It's Saint-NICKEL-LESS  

 

source: http://www.jokes4us.com/holidayjokes/christmasjokes/christmasjokes.html  

mailto:peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com
http://www.jokes4us.com/holidayjokes/christmasjokes/christmasjokes.html
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Date 

CLUB CALENDAR 2016/17 SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

Other events may be listed in the minutes    

December 11 Christmas run and BBQ 1:30pm at clubrooms see details in Club Captains report 

January  

Sunday 22nd 

Nostalgia Run. Meet at the clubrooms at 1.15pm for a 1.30pm departure. Bring your own after-
noon tea and chairs. See Club Captains Report 

Wednesday 25th Mid week run. we have planned a run to the Coleraine area to see a very interesting group of 
very uncommon Ghost Gums, Cabbage Gums and White Mallee Gums that are close to the un-
usual Lesser Waterhole (itself interesting). We hope to have someone give us a talk about 
these unusual trees and then we will go back to Coleraine for afternoon tea at one of the local 
Cafes. About 50 miles overall. 
Meet at the clubrooms at  12.30pm for a 1pm start. 

February   

Friday 3rd 

Newsletter deadline 

Thursday 9th  Newsletter production 

Friday 16th  February General meeting 

Sunday 18th Monthly car run TBA in February newsletter 

Wednesday 22 Mid Week run TBA in February newsletter 

March  16-19  Catering for  Veteran Car Club of Australia Rally  Thursday 16 March BBQ tea and Sunday 19th 
Brunch  

April 21– 23rd  National Historical Machinery Society The 2017 16th National Rally will be held in Hamilton, 
Victoria, hosted by the Hamilton Pastoral Museum. 
Our club will be helping with a number of tasks. It is being held at the Harness Racing Track 

Queens Birthday  

June 10-12 

Mark this date in your calendar the club will be celebrating our 40th Queens Birthday Rally 

 INVITATION EVENTS 2017 Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for 

details or other events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

January 14-15 The Orford Vintage Rally This year will feature a Ute Muster, Tractor Pull, Vintage Cars, Trucks 

and Motorbikes Display, Shearing competition, Blade Shearing display, Light display on Satur-

day night, Live Band, Stall Holders and Campers are welcome. Fully catered. Gates open 9am 

till late Saturday and 9am till 6pm Sunday. For more information Contact John on 0429 138 275  

January 26  Australia Day celebrations in the Hamilton Botanic Gardens.  

Welcome to new members 

 Peter & Narelle Sambell,  1967 Honda 
Coupe  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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MINUTES General Meeting . Friday 18 November 2016 

 

   

  

 

  

MEETING OPENED 

  

8 PM 

MEMBERS WELCOMED President Richard welcomed members and guests. New member John Lawson and Guest 
speaker Darren Brown. 

ATTENDANCE as per Book  

APOLOGIES Brian and Deirdre Simkin, Kaye and Reg. Jenkins, Les Toohey, Rod Potter, Chris. Watt, Glenise 
Kuilboer, Andrew Hanson, Geoff Sharroch, Rodger Moodie, Betty and Graeme Ralph,Jim Ford, 
Allen Wilson,Kay Schultz, John Barber, Jeff and Carolyn Schurmann, Geof Rowbottom. 

  MOVED  Doug Palmer                    SECONDED  Gus Kuilboer                                             CARRIED 

MINUTES OF THE PREVI-
OUS GENERAL MEETING 

Oct. 20th. 2016 as circulated in newsletter. 

  MOVED Lorraine Wilson           SECONDED  John Corcoran                                CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING Nil 

TREASURER’S REPORT As presented by Treasurer. Printed copy as Kaye is an apology. A/C for payment – CFA attend-
ance fee $ 41.80. Club sign changes $48.40. Site fee Bendigo swap meet $60.00. Moved K. 
Jenkins Sec. Laurie Stevens. Carried. 

  MOVED John Corcoran   SECONDED Rob. Fraser   CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE   IN Newsletters 

As per list on newsletter box. Members encouraged to check newsletters for information and 
entry forms if interested. 

Events Check the Notice Boards at the Hamilton Vintage Garage clubrooms for future 
Events. 

Thank you letter and donation from Monivae college in appreciation of members assistance at 
Cadet parade on 23rd October. Barry Ladd and Robert Fraser drove VIP’s onto parade ground. 

Treasures report as Kaye is an apology. 

Receipt for postage Oct. newsletter. $193.90. 

New membership application for committee to consider and approve. 

Southern Grampians Driver Mentor Program, seeking volunteers. Contact Miryan Franjic 
55518491 Community centre. Pres. Richard said there was an article in the Spectator on this 
program and urged members to consider helping. 

A thank you from Pres. Richard for members who drove for Allied Health on Tues. 8th Novem-
ber. Don, Peter, Jason & Dennis, Brian, and Helen. 

Letter of thanks from Kent family for sympathy card on Jim’s passing. 

Letter from Doug Palmer with details of Veteran Car Club Rally in 2017. I will read the letter 
and after brief discussion I will ask for vote on our participation. 

Moved D. Palmer Club assist Veteran Club Rally as per letter. Seconded D. Polack. Carried. 
Details and costing of catering to be discussed at special committee meeting soon to be called 
by Pres. Richard. 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT  

  

Card to Jim Kent’s family on his passing. 

Card to Woodward family on passing of Caroline’s mother. 

 Moved : T. Schultz                  Seconded : Jenny Corcoran       Carried 

BUILDING  REPORT Items to be removed from workshop end of shed, see John Corcoran if interested.  Committee 
to arrange working bee to install grating in front of club rooms when weather permits. Date 
for work to be done? Quotes for dividing wall tabled, to be discussed at Committee meeting. 

CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT Mid - week runs to be organised by members in advance and details in newsletter. 

FEDERATION REPORT Nil 
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Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year.  The club welcomes all new members 
and to make the most of belonging to our club we hope you join in some of the activities planned .We look forward 
to catching up with everyone on our monthly runs or our meetings in 2017. 

December Car Club Run, Sunday December 11: 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE. This is President Richard’s Christmas run, and will be a Mystery run, followed by our Christ-
mas breakup.  Please meet at the clubrooms at 1.30pm for a 1.45pm departure. After the run, there will be an evening BBQ 
with meat supplied. Please bring a salad and sweet to share. there will also be a Kris Kringle (male, female and children). Please 
bring a Kris Kringle present to the value of $10, for everyone in your group attending the breakup. 
Please ring Doug Palmer on 0409010730 or 55721070 if you are coming, as we require numbers for catering purposes. 

January Nostalgia Car Club Run, Sunday January 22: 

Michael has decided that the January run will be the “Nostalgia Run”, meaning that we will be travelling to the destination at 
Vintage speeds, encouraging people with Vintage cars to get them out of the garage, oiled up and running!!  
Please note this does not mean that this run is restricted to only Vintage cars- everyone is welcome, just that we are travelling 
at a slow speed on the way out. We hope to be going to either Strachan’s Huts or Wannon River Picnic Ground, depending up-
on the fire risk. Turn up and find out to where we are travelling!!!!! Meet at the clubrooms at 1.15pm for a 1.30pm departure. 
Bring your own afternoon tea and chairs. Don’t forget, you can travel home as fast as you like. 

Mid Week Run Wednesday January 25th 

For those of you who are interested this close to Christmas Holidays we have planned a run to the Coleraine area to 
see a very interesting group of very uncommon Ghost Gums, Cabbage Gums and White Mallee Gums that are close 
to the unusual Lesser Waterhole (itself interesting). We hope to have someone give us a talk about these unusual 
trees and then we will go back to Coleraine for afternoon tea at one of the local Cafes. About 50 miles overall. 
Meet at the clubrooms at  12.30 for a 1pm departure. 

February Car Club Run, Sunday February 19: 

Details in February Newsletter 

February Mid-Week Car Club Run, Wednesday February 22: 

Details in February Newsletter 

NEWSLETTER REPORT  

  

Lorraine Wilson problems with some internet delivery.  Let her know if not receiving your 
copy. New bulk mail set up in envelopes now in place. 

TOURING (RALLY) COM-
MITTEE 

Next June Rally will be the 40th. Ideas and members assistance needed to make it a 
great success. Committee has met to start planning. One homestead option has been 
explored and a program prepared, venues booked and flyers printed to advertise the 
week  end. Members encouraged to take flyers and give to people they know might 
like to attend our rally. 

ALL REPORTS MOVED Bob. Martin       SECONDED John Barke                                                     CARRIED 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

  

Doug Palmer informed meeting that he had access to a large fridge for $100.00. Moved by 
Doug that club buy it as we did not have enough storage for food and drinks. Seconded John 
Barke, Carried. 

Meeting Closed:     8.30pm  

Next Meeting 

  

Sunday 11th Dec. 2016. Christmas run and BB 

Programme.    Paula Cutler Police Community Liaison Officer -  

Personal Safety. 

NB. Change of speaker Darren Brown  

filled in for Paula  

  

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                                                                            Michael and Caroline Woodward 
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I could hardly contain my excitement in being able to 

show club members my little 1939 Standard ‘Flying Eight’ 

Tourer for the first time in l2 years. Yes it is the same car 

that had a puncture on its very first Club outing to Halls 

Gap and very mischievously hid the gas bottle of the bar-

becue beneath its spare wheel, causing me and my family 

all sorts of problems, when about to cook our lunch. 

The car was purchased in Geelong in 1974 and after re-

pairing any rust found in the body and replacing the 

rotten floor boards, I repainted it myself in a British Rac-

ing Green to match the red hood. The top had a knife slit 

in the back right hand side, so I taped that up, and the upholstery was in good condition so my family spent many 

years of happy motoring in those early days. 

By l985 she was looking decidedly worn so I sent her off to a professional body repairer and had her re-sprayed in 

a Ford colour (blue) and had the hood (salt and pepper) and upholstery (maroon) renewed by a local expert 

named Doug McLaren (long since deceased). He even made up a special set of carpets to fit the floor layout. 

The kids named her ‘Gert’ after their great Grandmother (Gertrude) and she served the family well until the steer-

ing started to give me some angst. I could spin the steering wheel % of a turn and still have the car go straight 

ahead. It was great fun, believe me, when the camber of the local roads threw the car all over the place as I tried 

vainly to keep her going in a straight line. 

S0 I took her off the road and tried vainly to get replacement parts, both overseas and in Australia, but failed as 

the parts for a 1939 steering box were no where to be found, so she has sat inside my shed until a couple of years 

ago when my Son, Jason, found an old, retired Engineer in Melton who said that he would ‘have a go’ at it so I 

delivered my spare steering box to him and he eventually rebuilt the box completely. 

Just when I thought my problems were solved I could not then get any of the garages in Hamilton to replace the 

worn out box for the ‘new’ one so it sat for a another few years in my shed until recently ex. Member, Peter Wil-

son (the other one) of Gray Street re-started his workshop and when approached said he would do it for me. He 

also repaired all the brakes on the car and then found that the 6 volt regulator was stuffed so we had to try and 

find another. This also proved to be a big problem so I had David Eastwood change the system over to 12 volt. 

John Corcoran had helped me to get the motor running sweetly so I decided to take it out for the first time in ll 

years and compete in the November Club Run. Jan had decided to come on the run with me so that she could see 

the gardens at ‘Basset’ and just happened to remark that ‘she hoped it wouldn’t break down’. I parked it out the 

front of the Clubrooms and took a photo just to prove that it was back on the road. 

But ‘alas and alack' she only lasted about 30 minutes into the trip and started to boil badly, so I  reluctantly head-

ed back to Hamilton, via the Pt. Fairy Road, and only made it to the Monivae Dam from where it had to be 

brought back the rest of the way via the RACV truck. Jan was right after all and with broken heart I had to strip 

her down once again. The problem turned out to be a small hole in the aluminium head right above the front pis-

ton which I have had welded, and whilst it was apart 

I  had the radiator checked and repainted and so she is ready to go back together. 

So maybe early in the new year the first car that I totally restored all those years ago will be back on Club Runs 

and maybe my aching heart can be steady once more. I have my fingers crossed’. 

 

Be still my Aching Heart                                                                                    Doug Palmer 
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 November run to  Bassett and Ardachy                                                        Lorraine Wilson 

We visited two places on this monthly run. Firstly, we 
went  to Bassett, home of Ian & Sally Whiting. Ian gave 
us a short history of Bassett and then we wandered 
around the homestead and the gardens 

The homestead had undergo several additions and is 
very impressive with a new ha ha wall that overlooks 
the distant vistas. The garden with its mature trees and 
beautifully planted beds was a picture. 

The homestead was recently open for a fundraiser for 
the Western District Health Service. 

After this, we  travelled just up the road to visit Ardachy, 
home to Wayne Munro, nephew of club member Carol 
Baudinette.  Wayne runs self shedding  sheep which 
means they lose their wool and no shearing necessary. 
He explained some of the ins and outs of breeding this 
type of sheep and have us a history of the property 
which was first settled in 1849 by Duncan McIntyre who 
named it after his Scottish birthplace. 

Wayne lives in the second house that was built in 1910 
on the property and we had afternoon tea on the veran-
dah. We were able to walk through the house and look 
at some of the beautiful wood ceilings and original fea-
tures. 

It was a very pleasant finish to the day 

The run was very well attended 

Those present were: 
Peter & Lorraine Wilson  1965 Hillman 
Doug & Jan Palmer   1939 Standard 8A 
Caroline & Michael Woodward 1930 Ford Model A for-
dor 
Jillian McDonald, passenger 
Ken & Florrie Waters   1990 Holden ute 
Pam Pollock    1965 Mustang 
Carol Baudinette, Ilma Chislett 1956 Austin A40 Coun-
tryman 
Arthur & Glenys Hole   Modern 
Trevor & Kay Schultz   1978 Fairlane 
Alan & Beth Ames, passengers 
Don & Irene MacDonald  1972 M\Holden HQ 
Premier 
Rob & Heather Fraser   1989 Mazda Mx5 
Lorraine & Mark Rye   1967 Jaguar 
Ian Clarke    1954 Zephyr Mk 1 
Robert Brody & Helen Moore 1976 Toyota crown 
Dave & Jane Falkenberg  1936 Ford sedan 
David & Jan Bain   Modern 
John & Jennifer Barke  1953 Sunbeam Talbot 
Denis & Glennis Polack  1935 Austin 10 
Norm Gravestocks   1975 Torana 
Don and Irene McDonald 

 

 

 

 

Dorper sheep 
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On a beautiful, cool, end of Spring day, a very large num-
ber of Club Members gathered at the Clubrooms for the 
trip I had planned down through the Byaduk-
Branxholme areas of the Mt. Napier lava flows. 
We travelled via the outer back roads of the City and 
turned on to Pt. Fairy Road for the trip down to Har-
man’s Valley where we saw the recent destruction cause 
by a local farmer who had the volcanic rocks crushed 
and heaps of soil pushed into the valley where they had 
once been. There is a bit of the natural site left on the 
right hand side of the area so at least you can get an 
idea of what it used to look like. 
 

From there we travelled towards Wallacedale until we 
reached the 'Tumuli’ fields where we stopped and I ex-
plained how they were formed, and approximately 
when, and it was amazing that so many had not even 
been into that area. I must admit that it took me 35 
years, from when I first came to Hamilton in 1948, to 
visit the area. This site is the 2'“ largest Lava Cone collec-
tion in the World, just as the Lava Caves at North Byaduk 
are the largest in the world and all this is virtually on our 
door step. 
 

We were soon back on the road again and shortly 
reached Branxholme where we had a very enjoyable 
afternoon tea of sandwiches, scones, jam and cream to 
go with our preferred drinks. 
Danny and Josie Storer did a fantastic job of looking after 
us, even though the numbers were greater than I had 
phoned them about, and everybody journeyed back 
home after an enjoyable days outing. 
 
Those on the run were:- 
Doug Palmer ~ 1978 Ford Falcon  
Carol Baudinette - 1954 Austin A/40 C‘Man 
Geoff Graham — 1988 Ford Utility  
Ian Clarke & Colin Dixon ~ 1954 Ford Zephyr 
Arthur & Glenys Hole - 1966 Ford Mustang  
Greg & Julie Lindsay - 1928 Austin 7 
Alan Wilson - 1954 Ford Mainline  
Philip Bade - 1983 Porsche 944 
Neville & Sue Mason - 1939 Morris 25/6  
Kevin & Jenny Watt - 1989 Daimler XJ4O 
Graeme & Betty Ralph - 1985 BMW 320i  
Don McDonald - 1955 Land Rover 
David & Jane Falkenberg - 1977 Holden Torana  
Peter Wilson - 1956 Hillman Minx 
Geoff Sharrock - 1959 Austin Healey Sprite  
oger Moodie - 1976 Ferrari 
Rod Potter - 1955 Mercedes Benz  
Laurie Stevens - 1968 MG B Roadster 

John Barber - 1951 Holden FX  
Wal Brinkmann — 1968 Austin 1800 
Stuart McDonald - 1961 Volkswagen K. Gia  
Robert Fraser - 1989 Mazda MX5 
Trevor Schultz & Reg Jenkins - 1978 Ford Fairlane 
Apologies from Terry & Jenny Hutchins, Denis & Glennis 
Polack and Lorraine Wilson 
Sorry if I have missed anyone. Doug Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Lava Blisters Wallacedale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

Byaduk Caves 

November Mid Week run Wallacedale to Branxholme                       Doug Palmer 
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The National Rally of the Dodge Brothers Club of Australasia 

was held in Warwick Queensland from 9th to 14th Oct 2016. 

   

Being unable to transport our 1924 sedan to Warwick we 

were very happy to accept the generous offer of Rob Brody 

and Helen Moore to accompany them in their 1925 tourer 

for the duration of the rally.  

   

All states except Tasmania were represented at the rally and 

we had one couple from New Zealand and one from the UK. 

   

There were 60 Dodge vehicles in attendance ranging from a 

1917 4 cylinder tourer through to a 1938 straight 8 sedan. 

    

Many places of interest were visited during the rally includ-

ing Leyburn with its Royal Hotel, the longest continuously 

licensed hotel in Queensland. Leyburn was a Liberator air 

base during WWII and after the war the disused airport was 

utilised for the running of the 1949 Australian Grand Prix. 

Motor sport still features with the running of an annual 

sprint event around a figure of eight course in the town. We 

were able to complete a lap of the circuit but I doubt if any of 

the old dodges broke any records (mabe the slowest lap 

time) 

Another day trip was to Stanthorpe, which is the coldest 

town in Queensland, often experiencing hailstorms and an 

occasional fall of snow.  We visited a small brewery for lunch 

and samples, and an amazing distillery producing a wide 

range of liqueurs plus wine and whiskey. The trip was tem-

pered with a visit to a nice little cheese factory and a wide 

range of fruit growing enterprises were evident en route.  

    

Our third day was spent in and around Warwick. Warwick 

had its beginnings with land sales in 1850 and has grown to 

become a thriving commercial centre for a diverse agricultur-

al region. We visited several historic venues with the most 

impressive being the Abby of the Roses. This was originally 

Our Lady of Assumption Convent and served as a Catholic 

girls’ school until 1993. It now serves as a reception centre, B 

& B accommodation and private residence. 

Dodge Brothers National Rally Warwick Queensland              Graeme Ralph 
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cont 

 

Our Thursday trip was to the historic former timber milling 

town of Killarney with its Timber Heritage Museum and near-

by Queen Mary Falls in the Main Range. (part of the Great 

Dividing Range) The falls are 40 metres in height and are ad-

jacent to a beautiful bush picnic area where we were enter-

tained by a family of satin bower birnds. 

        

Our final days outing was to the town of Allora and the child-

hood home of the author of “Mary Poppins”. Mr Travers Goff 

was the Manager of the Australian Joint Stock Bank in the 

town and his daughter used the pseudonym “P L Travers” 

when she began her writing career in England. The bank 

building, including residence was built in 1879 and has been 

perfectly restored by the present owners who take great 

pleasure in opening it to the public. 

Also in Allora we found an amazingly skilled man called Keith 

Wilson who creates wooden- spoked wheels and steering 

wheel rims for cars using equipment that he has designed 

and built himself. 

      

 outh of Allora we were treated to a tour of Glengallen 

Homestead which dates from 1867 and is one of the few 

remaining examples of a substantial 19th century country 

home in Queensland. It was rescued from dereliction by a 

two million dollar bicentennial grant and gives a great insight 

into the optimism that prevailed during the early years of 

European settlement of the Darling Dows region. 

    

At the concluding rally dinner it was announced that the Na-

tional Rally for 2018 will be held in Victoria possibly in the 

Geelong region whilst and in between (or “tweenie”) rally 

will be held in Hamilton on the weekend prior to Melbourne 

Cup 2017. This will be primarily for Victorian and South Aus-

tralian owners of Dodge Brothers vehicles, but all Dodge 

Brothers vehicles will be welcome. 

 

Graeme Ralph  
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This and That          Lloyd Hocking 

After my first restoration of the 1927 Swift P type l com-

menced restoring a 1920 Essex 4. Now the Essex 4 was the 

cheaper product marketed by the Hudson motor company. It 

had a 3 litre 4 cylinder engine with over head -values inlet 

valves and side exhaust valves, sometimes described as and F 

head arrangement. lt was quite a powerful engine and pro-

duced 55bhp from 3 litres which in those days was quite a lot 

of poke! Cooling was by thermosyphon and from memory 

the whole cooling system held 5 gallons of water. (American 

gallons). Before restoration looking through various orifices 

there was a considerable lot of space around the cylinders 

for loads of water to circulate. 

The gear-box was a 3 speed one and was a delight to use, 

only having to double the clutch on down changes. the clutch 

was also a delight to use being a wet one which ran in a 

50/50 mixture kerosene & oil. Now the oil to use in this was 

the very old-fashioned stuff without any slippery additives 

used in modern oil! I did once use a modern oil in the clutch 

and before taking my foot off the clutch in bottom gear the 

car moved off on idle in bottom gear—-- a bit like a modern 

fliud fly- wheel!—The clutch consisted of a large plate with 

corks like bottle corks inserted into various holes in the plate. 

l remember a friend of mine who served a motor mechanics 

apprenticeship way back in the late 1940's telling me that 

mm back in those days his boss would produce an instrument 

which just looked like a large "pop-gun" and fire corks into 

plate and then place the plate into the lathe and trim the 

right clearance on the corks. l do remember that the plate of 

my restoration needed no 

attention and always worked well! 

The Essex 4 had some mechanical niceties about its design! 

The crown wheel and pinion was built as though it would be 

handy in a truck! Quite large--- Most of the bearings in the 

car were Timken tapered roller bearings which were adjusta-

ble and the pinion and crown wheel had the best adjustment 

l have ever seen. The pinion was screwed into a large collar 

which sat in a housing and above the point where the pinion 

meshed with the crown wheel was a "peep-hole" and when 

the plug was removed the meshing of the diff could be clear-

ly seen and by screwing the pinion in & out the right adjust-

ment was made very simply! Not like some of the cars l have 

dealt with! 

l built a 4 seater body in the Essex 4 and clad it in aluminium 

and also made the mudguards from aluminium, so it was 

quite a light machine! 

The Essex went quite well —according to the handbook had a 

maximum speed of more than 6Omph but with the light body 

l had seen a bit more than 7omph at times. One of the draw-

backs of the car was its rear—wheel only rear brakes, con-

sisting of external contracting brakes operated by foot and 

internal expanding brakes operated by hand-brake. Most car 

drivers hand books in those day told you to use both brakes 

when the situation demand it!! l always used the hand brake 

which was quite good-— Foot brake was terrible in the wet 

weather!! 

The Essex 4 didn't look too bad standing in repose on its 

24inch wire wheels and large polished brass wheel retaining 

nuts. 

The well known Australian 

record breaker of the 1920's 

”Wizard Smith” broke lots 

of records with an Essex 4. 

His original tuned car would 

have a max speed of 80 

mph, so he imported some 

go- faster bits from England 

consisting of a twin carby 

head and a higher ratio rear 

axle and with these 

added the engine had a max 

of nearly 100mphl! 

 

lt was a great vintage car to drive---- lts economy was good 

having an Essex carby which worked on an SU principle and 

being a brass construction looked good too and would give 

27 or so mpg. l drove this car to work for about 8 or 9 years 

and never had any trouble at all with it--- l use to do a few 

after hour deliveries of prescriptions with the Essex often out 

the far reaches of Kennys St! 

l often regard the old Essex4 as a "poor mans 3litre Bent-

ley"—-- All 3 litre Bentleys were not those racing type ma-

chines but they produced models which were slower and 

were referred to as touring models sometimes equipped with 

heavier 5 seater touring bodies, not the 4 seater light Van 

Den Plas types. The touring models would have been hard 

pressed to exceed 65 to 70mph! Back in the early 1920's a lot 

of modified Essex 4's hill climbed and raced in England with a 

considerable lot of success. 

l Have just returned from the annual Geelong Sprints—With 

the help of two friends Dennis Dawson and Bob Martin we 

loaded the Austin/Renault onto the trailer on the Saturday 

and drove off to Geelong. We often stay at the Geelong Mo-

tor lnn which has a large parking area and then by night look 

for a suitable dining place to eat---Due to the motoring week-
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end there were lots of people about. Still we found a suitable 

old pub after a bit of looking and had a good meal! 

An early start is required, so we left the motel at 7am and 

arrived at the track soon after. First job is to unload and then 

with the help of Bob and Dennis with a push start the Austin/

Renault fired up and then into the pits where marshals gave 

me my parking instructions. l was pleased to be able to park 

next to Doug Keith whom l have known for a long time and 

often see at Mt.Tarrangower. Doug has a very nice alumini-

um bodied 1934 MG NA Magnette. l usually warm the engine 

up to 200deg.C and that way the oil is always hot, so the car 

runs well after rests after runs and starts easily.. The next job 

is to remove the bonnet and take out my crash-hat for the 

scrutineers when they arrive. Théimkgve is racing licence and 

other paper work to the official tent, sign on, collect your 

pit-passes and then after another 45 minutes attend the driv-

ers meeting at the finish line and then the racing start is al-

most ready—9am. We had 4 runs—Firstly a practice then 3 

timed runs officially. 

The Austin/Renault had not been running too well at Mt. 

Tarrangower and l suspected the battery was on its last legs. 

With a new battery and an auto-electrician having a look 

over the SU fuel 

"I/‘pump the Austin/Renault was back to its best! l run the 

car up to third gear accelerating hard and about half way 

down the track l change into top gear and go over the finish 

line with my foot flat to the metal in top. l have only 845cc of 

engine but when l go over the finish line l feel lam doing 

about 100mph!l 

lt was a great day out—plenty to see and of course hear----- 

Just got an e-mail from the Geelong Revival telling me that l 

was the fastest in my Class , Class 2 and l have a trophy and 

Certificate waiting for me at the Geelong Revival Office. 

l have been sprinting and hill-climbing now for about 26 or 7 

years and that’s the first victory l have had! ii From memory 

my time was just a little over 19secs 

Have a happy and safe Christmas and New Year to all readers 

 

This and That cont.           Lloyd Hocking  

Our resident contributor to Exhaust Notes has been on 
holidays so there is not a lot of news to be had. 
 
Sadly we send condolences to the family of Vanne 
Trompf who passed away recently. Vanne was the own-
er of a 1952 Fast back Bentley. 
 
Get well wishes go to some of our members who have 
been in ill health or receiving some sort of treatment—
Ken and Florrie Waters, Kay Schultz, Les Thomas, Ros 
Polack and Chris Cole. 
 
Two of our cars failed to proceed on our last run. Doug 
as mentioned in his story and Don McDonald in his 
Holden which I believe had something to do with the 
mistaken use of the choke by his lovely wife! 
 
Happy Birthday to all those who celebrate it in Decem-
ber.  
 
Senior Sergeant Darren Brown from Casterton who 
kindly spoke at our last meeting is the owner of a VW 
which I believe once belonged to Arthur Hole. 
Darren brought in his flack jacket which some of the 
club members tried on and decided that it was far too 
heavy. 
 

Exhaust Notes 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased to around 4 days.  

Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time 

and the club  money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Ad-

vertisements have been set at $35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com   Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like 

you to volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time.  

    

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/

