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In this issue 

 Calendar of events 

 President’s report 

 Club Captain’s Report 

 Minutes of the November meeting 

 Mid week run  Roger Edwards Caven-

dish 

 This and That 

 Exhaust Notes 

 Ramblings  

 Rally in the Valley Shepparton 

 Overheating a case study 

 My Car—Jim Ford 

 November POO Day 

 Balmoral Show and Shine 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Please email all correspondence 

and newsletter items and reports 

to handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300  

 
https://www.facebook.com/

handdvvcdc/ 

NEWSLETTER December 2017 

You are all invited to attend our  

Christmas Celebrations 

Presidents run  

Sunday 10th December  

Meet at clubrooms  1:30 to depart at 1:45 pm   

BBQ at 5:30-pm onwards  at Clubrooms 

Bring a salad and sweet to share 

Kris Kringle gift to value of $10 

RSVP Not be too late if you let Richard know now. 

Richard Neaves 

                           55 711340                0488 231 835 
 

Veronica and Peter ready for the St Mary’s Christmas Parade 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2017-2018 

Welcome to new members.  

 Clifford Hurley, Hamilton 1981 Holden .  

Have we seen your car yet? 

If you are new to the club please try to attend some of our functions and introduce yourself to 

other members.  We do have a great time on our outings and meetings. 

 
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Pam Pollock 0419145452 

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:   55736 254 
 SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins 55722799 

CLUB CAPTAINS  
WEEKENDS 

Doug Palmer  
Graeme Ralph 

55721070         0409 010 730 
0418344390 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Graeme Ralph  
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 

 0418344390 
55725083 
0488776633 
55724365 

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph   
Doug Palmer 

0418344390 
0409 010 730 

WELFARE OFFICERS Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

John Corcoran         0409 850 676 
Graeme Ralph          0418344390 
Doug Palmer            0409 010 730 
Ern Polack                 0428352538 
Denis Polack             55723284 

CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves,  
John Corcoran  
Rod Potter 
John Barke 

0488 231 835 
0409 850 676 
55 725 083 
0427 724 519 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 

 

Information for new members is available 

on the website. 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2017  

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other 

events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

Feb 16-18 2018 Begonia Rally. Ballarat Club members have given our rally good support in recent years, so it would be 
nice to drum up some reciprocal support from our members. Karen 0400 594 133  Secretary has entry 
form   begoniarallyballarat@hotmail.com 

Saturday 20 and 

Sunday 21 January  

The Orford Vintage Rally will be held over the weekend Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 January.    There will 
be plenty of old tractors chugging away, stationary motors running smoothly with the owners at the 
ready with oil can and cloth.    The rally is held in a beautiful bush setting, the old Orford Sports Ground 
with plenty of shady trees, a barbecue, lots of cold drinks available and a laid back family atmos-
phere.   It is very easy to find just a left hand drive from the main Port Fairy to Hamilton Road (if travel-
ling from Port Fairy) and it's only 250 metres or so around the corner.     A great day out for the whole 
family is assured.     Entry per vehicle is around $5.   Gates open from 9am.  

 Flyer 27th Ford  display 18th February 2018. Geelong 

Flyer 40th Berwick Swap meet 3rd February 2018. 

March 10,11,12 Touring Glenelg Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club  contact fergytrekin@live.com.au or 0400 256 547 

Close 28the February Secretary has entry form 

2017 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.  

Clubrooms are at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane   

Dec 10 Sun Christmas Celebrations Presidents run  

Meet at clubrooms  1:30 to depart at 1:45 pm   

BBQ  from 5:30-pm  at Clubrooms Meat supplied Bring a salad and sweet to share Kris Kringle 

gift to value of $10 RSVP by  1st December for catering STILL TIME TO REPLY 

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 

2018  

Jan 14 Sun Hamilton Harness Club for display of cars Jan. 14th at meeting. This will be our January run. Free 

entry  to all cars. Catering available  Matthews Petroleum Hamilton Pacing Cup. Check for 

starting time—around 12 noon. Will be a great social day out. Make your own way to the track. 

Jan 31 Wed Gather at 1.30 for a 1.45 pm departure. The route will be via sealed back roads- 30km out and 

20 km back ( approx.) Visit the fire bombing facilities at Hamilton Airport then return to A Ham-

ilton venue for afternoon tea. More details in the report. 

Feb 2 Fri Newsletter deadline 

Feb 8 Thurs Newsletter published 

Feb 16 Fri Club meeting 7:30pm clubrooms 

Feb 18 Sun Club run TBA 

Feb  28 Wed Midweek run TBA 

mailto:begoniarallyballarat@hotmail.com
mailto:fergytrekin@live.com.au
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Hello everyone I hope all is well health wise, if not I hope there is a speedy recovery in the wind. My mystery 

Christmas run route has been mapped out and I certainly hope all who attend will  enjoy the venue and it sur-

rounds.  

A defibrillator has been purchased and is now in the clubrooms mounted on the wall, thanks to an anonymous 

donor club member.  

Our club was lucky enough to win the Casterton Pride of Ownership trophy, for the best attended club at the an-

nual Casterton Pride of Ownership weekend which was a great achievement, thanks to all the members who 

attended .The Wednesday club run was well attended although it was hot, Roger Edwards has a great collection of 

Bird nests, feathers and skeletons of small animals, and his knowledge of the forest and its inhabitants was out-

standing. His bird painting were outstanding, and you have to see then to appreciate his painting skills and exper-

tise.  

A special thank you to all those members for their support representing the club in the St Mary’s Christmas Pa-

rade.  Well the year is almost over so I wish you all a merry Christmas and happy New Year, and I will see you all at 

our next club outing or the next general meeting in February. Meanwhile happy motoring. Richard Neaves 

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains             Doug Palmer Weekend runs               Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs 

Coming Events – Mid week runs 

Note that our clubrooms will be open from 12.00 

noon for anyone wishing to bring along some lunch, 

have a cuppa or just come and socialise before we 

depart.  

Note also that everyone is encouraged to gather at 

the Vintage Garage Clubrooms at 6 pm for fellowship 

and a meal after our mid week runs. Even if you are 

unable to participate in the run, you are most welcome 

to join the group in the evening. 

THERE IS NO DECEMBER MID WEEK RUN. 

January 31st 2018: Visit the fire- bombing facilities at 

Hamilton Airport the return to a Hamilton venue for 

afternoon tea. This facility at the Hamilton airport is a 

vital part of our fire protection service with aircraft at 

the ready and staff standing by for immediate action in 

a fire emergency. Local CFA volunteers give invaluable 

support to this vital service.  

Gather at 1.30 for a 1.45 pm departure. The route will 

be via sealed back roads- 30km out and 20 km back 

( approx.) 

Thanks to all who supported the November run to Cav-

endish. I hope you enjoyed the scenery and the amaz-

ing bird studies created by Roger Edwards. Thank you 

to Jim Ford for arranging the outing and to Doug Palm-

er for stepping in as leader of the pack at short notice. 

If you have an idea for a mid week run we would be 

very happy if you took a turn at organising an outing. 

My number is 0418 344  390. 

Graeme Ralph  

Sunday January 14th  

Matthews Petroleum Hamilton Pacing Cup.  

Hamilton Harness Club for display of cars Jan. 14th at 

meeting. This will be our January run. Free entry  to all 

cars. Catering available  Check for starting time—

around 12 noon. Will be a great social day out. Make 

your own way to the track 

https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonharness/ 

Sunday February  18th  

Club run to be organized check February newsletter. 

Congratulations to John Barke for winning the best 

restoration from the Rootes Group Car Club recently 

in Melbourne. His Sunbeam Rapier has certainly un-

dergone meticulous work to bring it into working 

order and back on the road.  Well done. 

Betty and Graeme Ralph made a quick exit from 

Halls Gap when the weather warning came to leave 

town. 

Nice to see Lorna Thomas on the run to Cavendish. 

https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonharness/
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MINUTES 

General Meeting of the Hamilton &District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc. 

Held at Clubrooms  Hamilton 

Date: Friday 17th November  2017 at 7.30 pm 

MEETING OPENED   7.40pm 

MEMBERS WELCOMED President Richard welcomed members. 

ATTENDANCE 

  

As per book, R Neaves, L Wilson, D Palmer, R Brody, R Ward ( B’rat ) B Simkin, W Brinkmann, T 
Beever, P Pollock, L Hope, A Stevens, L Stevens, J Stevens, E Ould, C Watt, P Cay, R Garland, P 
Wilson, B Heaney, H Moore, 

APOLOGIES R &K. Jenkins, B. Martin, G & B Ralph, D Palmer, G Sharrock, R Moodie, B Andrivon, D Polack, J 
Ford. 

  MOVED L Wilson                          SECONDED   B Simkin                                  CARRIED  

MINUTES OF THE PREVI-
OUS  MEETING 

 As sent to members and in the newsletter. 

 

  MOVED P Pollock                    SECONDED       E Oldham                                   CARRIED   

BUSINESS ARISING NIL 

TREASURER’S REPORT Chq for membership C Rundle $112.00, Apology from Sec. Peter misplaced since Aug. A/C for 
toner & paper $ 469.85 G.Burn office & I.T.A/C for new computer $ 1831.10. $50,00 cash 
membership payment A Anson. Statement of A/C totals read to meeting as tabled by K Jen-
kins, 

  MOVED L Stevens        SECONDED  C Watt                       CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE   IN Newsletters as per list in tray. 

 Invite to Pride Of Ownership day at Casterton, Nov. 25th 

 St Marys Christmas parade 25th year. Car details needed, forms available, Deadline passed 
is it worth following up ? List of interested members, Peter to contact to see if we can still 
take part. 

 Thank you and update note from Mary Willsher. Read to meeting. 

Request for support Fri. Dec. 8th Coleraine Christmas parade. Read to meeting. Members to 
make their way over and join in if interested 6.30 pm in McLeod St between Gage & Winter St 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT  

  

 Letters to outstanding membership renewals. Fourteen (14). Read to meeting. There have 
been several paid since letter was sent. 

 Letter of thanks to Don McArthur for donation to club. 

 Card to N Vandooren on the passing of his wife Jenny. 

 MOVED L Stevens      SECONDED R Brody                        CARRIED  
  

BUILDING  REPORT 

  

Roster for care and cleaning of the clubrooms.  R Garland & T Beever asked to be includ-
ed in this list. 

CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 

  

Check newsletter for details. Ideas welcome from members for run destinations! Taking 
cars down Grey St. as part of runs would raise club profile. 

Pride Of Ownership Nov 26th at Casterton meet at fire practice 

Dec 10th Pres. Run and Christmas break up, to be a “mystery” run, details sketchy! Pres. 
Richard said check newsletter and total of run will be 42kms. 

Hamilton Harness Club request cars on display 14th January 2018 at race meeting. 

Possible February run to Melville forest, details to come. 

A thank you letter was read to meeting from G Ralph thanking club members help and 
support during Dodge Bros. rally. It was a great success and a credit to our club’s hospital-
ity and goodwill. 
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 A report was read outlining the up coming  runs, Wed 29th Nov. To Roger Edwards gallery 
and afternoon tea at Bridge Café Cavendish. Club rooms 1,30pm for 1.45 pm departure, 
No Dec. mid week run. 

 Jan, 31st 2018 Run to visit fire bombing facilities at Hamilton airport, details to come. 

Again ideas for runs or destinations always welcome! 

FEDERATION REPORT  A reminder that to have a red permit rego. Owners must be financial members of an  ap-
proved car club like ours! 

NEWSLETTER REPORT  

  

  

 Pam Pollock and Tom Beever expressed willing to assist Lorraine with items for newsletter. 
Still problems with Email addresses, make sure Lorraine has your right address. 60 members 
receive both snail mail & Email! Printing and posting very time consuming. 

TOURING (RALLY) COM-
MITTEE 

 Planning to start soon. Members welcome to join committee or offer support and 

suggestions. Kelpie muster at Casterton to be included in 2018. 

NEW MEMBERS AP-
PROVED 

Several new memberships have been approved. (  List from Kaye ) 

ALL REPORTS MOVED C Watt        SECONDED  L Wilson                       CARRIED. 

GENERAL BUSINESS New computer in operation, old one to be used for library. 

Motion put by Bob Martin that a defibrillator be sourced for clubrooms, seconded by Les 
Toohey Carried. Discussion that would be handy given age of members and we could 
start cars with it! Kevin Manson approached and will come and train in its use if we 
purchase one. ( $3100.00 ) Suggested that we seek funding or share cost with Past. 
Museum. 

Special announcement by Pres. Richard re- Defibrillator. Richard informed the meeting 
that he had been contact by a member with an offer to pay the total cost of the de-
fibrillator as an anonymous donation. This was a surprise and welcomed by all in 
attendance. A machine has been ordered and K Manson will come and train mem-
bers in its use. A thank you letter to be drafted for Richard to pass on to this gener-
ous individual. 

St Mary’s parade  Dec 2nd.  Peter to contact and see if we can still participate. 

Decision to support Coleraine parade on Dec. 8th. 

, Meeting Closed:     

Next meeting  

8.10 pm 

February  16th  

Club Permit renewal declaration forms are no longer required when renewing. You 

must have your club membership card and be a current club member. 

Appointments should be made for permit signatures or brought to club activities.  

Thank you to all members who brought their cars out for the St Mary’s  Christmas Parade. 
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Unfortunately Jan and I had entered the above Rally so 

we had to miss out on the big Dodge Rally that was 

based in Hamilton over the same period. 

We drove up to Shepparton in the XC Falcon, without 

any hastles, and set up base at my family's home in 

Hayes Street. From there I went to the Welcome Dinner 

on Friday Night and had a very pleasant night with other 

entrants. The Shepparton Club only runs this event eve-

ry three years and finished up with 61 cars booked in. 

On the Saturday moming we gathered at their 

Clubrooms for a trip to Rochester to visit “Camilk'“ 

which has been set up on 300 acres of land, with very 

high fences, and has 300 camels on hand. They produce 

450 litres of milk a week, out of half the herd, and sell 

the milk which has double the protein, potassium and 

calcium of cows milk and about 20kgms of milk powder 

for export. The manager said the camels are very 

difficult to work with and if you slap one on the rump to 

get it into the stalls it will immediately switch off the 

milk supply (unlike cows) and you get nothing. It can 

also kick at you in a 360 degree arc, so you treat them 

with care. 

It was unusual to see pure white camel babies lying out 

in the paddocks but we were told that these will change 

to a light grey after about a year. Overall it was a fasci-

nating 2 hours. 

From there we drove to Kyabram and had a superb 

lunch at the RSL Club and then visited a home which 

had the most unusual collection, which is the largest in 

Australia, of spark plugs from all over the world. There 

were also sheds filll of stationary engines and all kinds 

of motoring memorabilia. He also had a 1924 Dodge 

Tourer and two Rover cars of the 1950 era. 

That night we met again at the Clubrooms for a very 

interesting talk and film show of the 1979 Repco Relia-

bility Trial on which three members of the Shepparton 

Club (under the control ofRoss Dunkerton who lives 

there) took part driving a highly modified Datsun Stanza 

and who, by the way, shocked most of the professionals 

by being amongst the top finishers on most stages. This 

was the ‘Trial’ that Peter Brock said his Holden Commo-

dore was fantastic as they only had to change the ash-

tray, but the real story was that GMH had a team of 

professional mechanics at every stop who actually re-

built their cars from a massive stock of spare parts. It 

was a fantastic night's entertainment hearing stories 

from the 3 men involved. 

The next day (Sunday) we travelled up to Yarrawonga, 

leaving our cars on display at a family fair day, whilst we 

boarded a Paddle Steamer for a very pleasant two hour 

trip, including Lunch, on Lake Mulwala. It was a mag-

nificent day and the Captain kept us informed about the 

history of whatever we passed on our trip. From there 

we travelled down to Katamatite to meet up with the 

members of the Model T Ford Club who were on their 

Annual 3-Day Tour. That night was a ‘Free Night‘ to do 

what you felt like doing which could have included the 

huge ‘Rock-A-Billy’ Festival at the Showgrounds and 

quite a few entrants took advantage of the entertain-

ment. 

On Monday we assembled for the run to the Murchison 

Rally in the Valley Shepparton                                                              Doug Palmer  
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My car a series on members cars                                        Pam Pollock 

OWNER:  JIM FORD 
 
MAKE:  ROVER 
 
MODEL: P6B 
 
YEAR: 1973 
 
COLOUR: WHITE 
 
ENGINE:  V8 3.5ltr 
 
TRANSMISSION: AUTO 
 
BRAKING:  FRONT DISCS. BACK DRUMS 
 
Now, young Jim , being a man of many words found it very 
hard to stop talking, so sit back and enjoy our little chat! 
Jim tells me he has owned this little Rover for about five or 
six years  and that he bought it from a local member of the 
club. At the time he had been eyeing it off and as it had 
come up for sale Jim decided he would buy it. 
 
The car was in pretty good condition at time of purchase and remains so today with only general maintenance 
being carried out on it. No major works have been done to the vehicle since Jim has been in charge as none need-
ed and it has just been generally a nice, reliable, good little car that hasn’t missed a beat and is giving Jim a lot of 
enjoyment. 
 
Jim says there have been no reasons for concern and no memorable moments relating to the vehicle apart from 
some very enjoyable outings with the club. 
 
Jim has one other club car, being an MGB that also requires no work. A good thing too as Jim tells me he is not a 
tinkerer and any major works might just cost him more than a few coins. He has no thoughts of acquiring another 
vehicle at this time (but as we know that can change in a flash) and feels he probably doesn’t drive and enjoy the 
ones he has enough as it is. 
 
 

area where we were to visit the magnificent old Italian-

ate-styled Homestead called 'Noorilim' (pronounced 

Noor-eye-lim). This superb property, named after a 

local aboriginal tribe, was built on 44,000 acres in 1879 

for the Irving-Winter Family but over the years has 

been reduced to 2,000 acres by various owners. Mr. 

Winter's brother, James, owned the nearby 

'Dhurringile' 68 room mansion which is now a low se-

curity prison. We were conducted on tour of the su-

perbly restored inside of 'Noorilim' and were allowed 

to take as many photos as we liked, provided that we 

didn't photograph the extensive art collection on the 

walls and afterwards conducted on a tour of the superb 

gardens and huge ‘duck 

pond’ which are classified as amongst the top 90 gar-

dens in the state. The property is now owned 

by a Melbourne businessman. On the way home we 

called into the huge, now enlarged, Shepparton 

Motor Museum and finished the Rally with an official 

Dinner at the Shepparton Golf Club. 

Jan and I stayed at Brendan and Melissa's to watch 

Tuesday's Melbourne Cup and journeyed 

home on the Wednesday. The Falcon performed fault-

lessly which made the ‘Rally of the Valley’ 

experience a very enjoyable one. 
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Firstly my apologies to Brian. I made him older (he’s only nearly) and his car, I think, a year off also. Sorry 
Brian. I’ll try harder to get all my facts straight next time! 
Hasn’t this month been a busy one? There’s been the Melbourne Cup, Dunkeld Races, the Balmoral Show 
and Shine, Casterton POO day, and the schools are starting their end of year activities.  I guess  everyone 
else is also starting to think of those Christmas break ups, gifts and who is coming home this year and 
what are we going to feed them? Will we do traditional or will we go Aussie and do the old barbie? 
 
I’d like to share our Melbourne Cup Day with you. One of our grandies said “ nan can we have a special 
day like last year when we picked names out of a hat and won prizes. That was so fun!” Well, I did not 
remember doing this, but as we were doing nothing special-this is what the day ended up. Nine kids and 
six adults. I somehow found enough for a picnic lunch and we headed to my daughter’s at Cavendish. The 
day started out overcast but soon warmed up. 
The men talked and had a few drinks and were occasionally dragged into the activities. We had an old 
fashioned race day with an egg and spoon race, pin the tail on the horse, and toss the jockey’s cap. We  
did pull names out of the hat and I called pretend races and there were prizes for all. We watched the 
real race on TV and a couple of the children didn’t know what horse racing was. We had bikes and scoot-
ers and kids running all over. A great fun, family day with lots of laughter. 
 
I went out to the Balmoral Show and Shine. There were 104 cars exhibited on the day ranging from  1901 
Ford to the modern day. There sure were some lovely vehicles out there. It was a very pleasant, relaxing 
day, with many friendly people and lots of food and stalls. They also have a very good raffle for anyone 
who has not been before. Edenhope won the best attended club this year and a couple of our Hamilton 
members received  trophies also. The trophies being hand made by one of the local Lions Club members. 
I spoke to a fellow with a Sandman wagon (I couldn’t get away) he was so enthusiastic about his car. I 
probably should have had my notepad and done an “interview”. People can be very passionate about 
their projects and spend a lot of time, effort, money, research, kilometers sourcing parts and people , and 
all the other bits and pieces to get it to where they want it to be. 
 
The Mustang is having a little bit of maintenance at the moment so is off the road just when all the 
Christmas stuff is happening-oh well I can’t complain when at least it is getting done!  Brake booster at 
last getting fixed, alternator has had a re-vamp and a transmission oil cooler installed.  Due to an over-
heating problem the cooling system has been upgraded. Please read article below. I might add that this 
all is being done now because the male person in the house was driving at the time the problem present-
ed itself. 

We headed off for Mildura about 8am with expected temperatures of 33-36C. Everything ticking along 
OK till around midday, temp 33C when we stopped for lunch and the radiator started to express a small 
amount of coolant into the expansion bottle. No big deal I thought. We got moving again, but about eve-
ry 100km or so, the temp gauge rose about a needle width until about 10km out of Redcliff the gauge got 
the better of me and we pulled over to let the car cool down. While waiting for this to happen, several 
people (mostly women), pulled up to see if we needed assistance which I thought was great, especially 
these days. I pulled out the last of the spare water from the boot( I need to look at the latch on that too), 
poured it into the radiator and away we went arriving in Mildura safe and sound. The trip home was not 
much better. It is not so good trying to enjoy  driving the vehicle and having to watch the temp gauge all 
the time. 
 
A slower trip gave me time to think on the problem, By the way, Pam and I were running nearly as hot as 
the car by this time. I was thinking the basic theory is that a radiator is a heat exchange. If the air is cooler 

Ramblings              Pam Pollock 

OVERHEATING – A CASE STUDY                                               (Ron Pollock) 
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OVERHEATING – A CASE STUDY                                               (Ron Pollock) 

than the coolant in the radiator it must reduce the coolant temperature. When 
we got home I listed all the parts involved in the cooling system-engine block, 
water pump, thermostat, hoses, radiator fan, cowl and radiator. Words from 
Professor Julius Sumner Miller that I have never forgotten WHY IS IT SO? 
spurred me on. 
The first thing to check was the flow of the water pump. After watching this for 
a short time, I realised I could push more water around after a few cups of tea 
than this water pump. Then check the fan distance from the radiator and the 
cowl depth in relation to the fan blades. I noticed the radiator fan was set ½ inch 
from radiator core and the cowl full depth on the fan blades.to Then I started to pull apart the cooling 
system. Items removed, I tested the thermostat and discovered it was opening at 40 deg above it’s fac-
tory setting. When things go wrong it usually happens in threes! I decided the three main items to modi-
fy or replace were the thermostat, water pump and fan blade distance, 
These are the steps I took to improve the efficiency of the cooling system in the Mustang. 
 
 Replaced standard flow thermostat after testing the item 
 Replaced old water pump with a high flow water pump. Reasoning for this being-If I can agitate 

the coolant through a high flow pump, it will help draw the heat into the coolant and onto the 
heat exchange(radiator) to be cooled rather than just flowing around with the standard pump. 

 Using the high flow pump flowing through a standard thermostat will increase higher pressure 
(not high flow), forcing the coolant to agitate right across the radiator thus making better use of 
the radiator cooling capabilities. As we all know, our early manufacturers were not over generous 
when it came to radiator size compared to motor size. 

 I purchased a six blade fan to replace the five blade fan thinking it might come in handy when Pam 
is cutting laps on a hot day, I reset the fan blade distance one inch from the radiator core which 
will give a better draw. The fan cowl was altered to only cover half the fan blades depth which will 
assist in reducing air cavitation and increase air flow through the radiator. 

The radiator was checked and cleaned before all this, thus eliminating it as the primary cause of the 
overheating. 
Now all that is left to do is another run up to Mildura on a hot day to test out my theory and to see if my  
problem solving has indeed been successful. 

Big Names in the Automotive Industry http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/carfacts.html 

1. Ferrari, Enzo A mechanic, race car driver then race car team owner. His cars dominat-
ed racing for many years after WWII. 

2. Firestone, Harvey His tires went on the first mass-produced Fords. 

3. Ford, Henry In creating the assembly line for automobiles he also created jobs for 
thousands and affordable cars for millions. What Henry did for automobiles spilled over 
into other consumer good. 

4. Gale, Tom A Chrysler designer largely responsible for the current crop of Chrysler's 
design of cab-forward and curved styling on everything from the minivan to the Viper. 

5. Goodrich, BF The company started in 1896 has many firsts: First synthetic rubber 
tire, first tubeless tire, first American-made radial tire, the first space saver spare and 
the first "run flat" tire. 

Goodyear, Charles Accidentally discovered the rubber vulcanizing process. He patented 
the process, but couldn't come up with any practical uses for it and died penniless in 1860. 
The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company was named after him. 

 

http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/carfacts.html
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 The Dodge Brothers Club of Australasia Inc. runs a 

national rally every two years and between nation-

al rallies more localised events called “tweenie”” 

rallies are conducted. 

It was great to welcome 42 entrants to Hamilton 

for our 2017 Tweenie Rally.  

The rally commenced on Friday evening with the 

distribution of rally packs and  a welcome barbecue 

at the Clubrooms of the Hamilton and District V. V. 

C. Drivers Club where local members ensured that 

everyone was well fed and welcomed. 

On Saturday morning we assembled for a short 

drive through the lakes district east of Hamilton.  

With the panoramic views of the Grampians Moun-

tains to the north and volcanic peaks of Mount 

Rouse and Mount Napier dominating the skyline to 

the south, several cars took a longer than expected 

route but we all eventually got to the Tabor church 

on time. The local Lutheran community has wor-

shipped there since first occupying the locality in 

1858.. 

The current church, which was dedicated in 1912, 

is an attractive bluestone structure and features 

some very attractive interior woodwork and 

stained glass windows. A fine morning tea was 

served at the adjacent hall . 

Penshurst was our lunch stop where we had the 

opportunity to view the interior of Schramm’s Ser-

vice Station, which dates from 1919 and houses a 

vast private collection of automotive memorabilia 

as well as a particularly attractive 1917 Dodge 

Brothers roadster. 

Also visited were the Volcano Discovery Centre 

with its comprehensive display relating to the vast 

Kanawinka Geopark which encompasses the vol-

canic region from Colac in Victoria to Mount Gam-

bier in South Australia. 

The local History Centre in the 1877 court house 

attracted some of our number, whist others locat-

ed some quality reading matter in the second hand 

book shop. 

After lunch we journeyed across country to the 

little village of Byaduk where their Annual Spring 

Flower Show was in full swing. The show has been 

running for 111 years and features a most impres-

sive array of floral arrangements. Also in the village 

were two well stocked vintage clothing, antique 

and giftware stores. 

Saturday evening we were at the Hamilton Pastoral 

Museum for a country style roast dinner and enter-

tainment by member Peter Milburn and his accom-

plice, Reverend Peter Cook. Their lively country 

songs encouraged several dancers onto the floor. 

With a slightly later start on Sunday morning we 

took a short trip to the Hamilton Croquet Club for 

morning tea (yet more scones and slices) and a visit 

to the nearby grand old home “Lyndhurst” Built in 

1902 for a local solicitor, it has only had four own-

ers. The current owner has lovingly restored the 

interior and is well advanced with the          re- es-

tablishment of the magnificent gardens.  

Our route then took us through rolling hills with 

magnificent red gums and lush green valleys. We 

paused for a distant but enchanting view of the 

Wannon falls before proceeding to the little town 

of Coleraine for lunch at the bowling club. Then 

followed a visit to Coleraine Classic Cars and for 

the sweet tooths, some temptations from the 

Glenelg Fine Confectionery chocolate factory. 

Back in Hamilton for our presentation dinner at the 

Alexandra House Sports Club, our very capable M C 

Helen Moore conducted the presentation of a vari-

ety  of awards. 

The rally wound up with a bacon and egg roll 

breakfast at the Hamilton Vintage Garage.  

Some participants stayed on to visit Campes Motor 

Museum and the Ansett Transport Museum. 

I wish to convey to the Hamilton members, the sin-

cere gratitude of the Dodge Brothers Club for the 

excellent welcome barbecue and farewell breakfast 

Dodge Brothers Hamilton Tweenie Rally      Graeme Ralph 
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provided for our Rally. 

The food, the friendliness and the wonderful venue 

were all very much appreciated. 

Also the assistance given by members who did vari-

ous sentry duties was invaluable 

Graeme Ralph On behalf of the Dodge Brothers 

Club of Australasia. 

AWARDS: 

Most Popular 1914 – 1920:                              

1918 Tourer, Morrie & Carol Morgan 

Most Popular 1921 – 1925:                                                

1924 Business Sedan, Graeme & Betty Ralph 

Runners up: 1924 Tourer, Harold and Pauline New-

ton                                                                

and  1925 Tourer, Rob Brody & Helen Moore  

Most Popular 1926 – 1930:                               

1930 DD Sedan, Bob & Diane Carruthers.                                      

Runner up: 1929 Utility, Nick Horn 

Most Popular 1931 - !938:                                                 

1935 DU Sedan, Gil Purdy & Marilyn Speers. Run-

ner up:                                                           

1937  Coupe, Coral Lehmann & Roger Vaughan 

Lady Drivers Award:                                         

Penny Hutton, 1927 Roadster. 

Federation Trophy;                                                    

1937 Coupe, Coral Lehmann & Roger Vaughan. 

Committee Choice:                                                      

1935 Coupe, Graham & Elaine Baldock 

Commercial:                                                            

1926 Ambulance, Ian & Joy McCorkelle. 

Most Original:                                                          

1924 Business Sedan, Graeme & Betty Ralph. 

Longest Distance Driven:                                         

Peter Johnson, 1928 Coupe. 

Hard Luck:                                                             

Neville & Gill Launer, 1828 Tourer.                       

Dead Battery (?) and bent tie rod! 

Peter & Dianne Kemp, 1938 Sedan. Blew tyre and 

lost hub cap. 
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This and That            Lloyd Hocking 

It is surprising what can be seen in the way of 1920's 

and 1930's cars when sometimes watching TV shows! 

Piroit, the Belgium detective is a TV Series which is set 

in the 1920's and the 1930's. and is absolutely spot on 

with the period. A recent episode is set in Egypt where 

a team of archaeologists is busy digging and sifting 

away and of course a couple of murders takes place 

which requires the expertise of Poirot! 

Poirot and his companion Captain Hastings arrive at the 

"dig" in a late 1920's Citroen car which has a most unu-

sual body. It looks like a sedan on which the complete 

roof has been removed—very suitable for that hot cli-

mate! The vehicle has a large luggage rack on the rear 

on which are strapped several suit cases amounting to 

a rather high load and I was rather taken by the space 

below the radiator in which was a shelf containing 

what appeared to be three 2 gallon petrol tins below 

the bottom of the radiator. When the Citroen cornered 

at any speed the whole machine leaned over quite 

alarmingly! 

The local police were travelling quite ”modern" in a 

very large 7 seater 1937 straight 8 Buick!  Many years 

ago when I was but a lad of 18 years a good friend of 

mine had access to the companies 1937 Straight 8 

Buick sedan in which we would always cruise at 80mph 

by the speedo. 

He did tell me a story once of accompanying his father 

on a trip to Melbourne when they were constantly 

passed by an FJ Holden after passing same twice--- Not 

concentrating on this passing his father looked in the 

rear vision mirror to see the Fl coming up to pass again! 

His father quickly changed down to 2nd gear and abso-

lutely flattened the engine--- evidently the noise was so 

great hat my mate thought the gear box would drop 

out any minute! However the FJ was left well behind 

and the Buick suffered no harm to either engine nor 

gear-box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have had my 1924 Italian Ceirano out a couple of 

times whilst the Vauxhall 30/98 has some repairs to the 

passenger side rear mudguardll (The less said about 

that the betterl! I have noted that the mudguards of 

the 30/98 are all in aluminium!) 

The original Italian Ceirano body was all steel as were 

the 4 mudguards--- a fair amount of weight! My body 

which I built myself has a laminated 3 ply frame which 

was then clad in marine ply and screwed and glued all 

over! It is a very strong and light body I construction 

and I had not problem in lifting it myself. 

However because of its lightness the car is likely to 

move about on the road. When the road is straight and 

smooth, no trouble, but the conditions of these local 

roads has the car moving about ! I got myself two bags 

full of sand (those bags which are to carry groceries) 

and installed one in the rear of the car in the boot and 

over the back axle! The handling has improved great-

ly ,not so much jumping around! With a liitle more 

sand I may get over this! 

The late Ian Barker who had a 1930 Alfa Romeo 1750 

told me once that this car was a bit of a handful as it 

was inclined to jump around from one undulation to 

the next on the road! The body of this car was rather 

light too-—a fabric body on a light wooden frame! 

Many years ago Ian called home in the Alfa and threw 

me the keys and said to take it for a run--- His parting 

words were remember the brakes (4 wheel) were 1930 

standard not 2010 
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BALMORAL SHOW AND SHINE 2017                                                Rod Potter 

We have had our Morris 8/40 for several months now and have only done short 

runs so we decided to take it to the Balmoral Show and Shine. 

The day was clear but a little cool but we were determined to make the trip with 

the top down. Armed with scarves and beanies we hit the road. It was 10.30 as 

we headed out Coleraine Road. Progress seemed slow on Cavendish Road.  May-

be there was a head wind or is it uphill, but our little pistons seemed to be doing 

it a bit tough. Once we were through Cavendish and turned towards Balmoral 

away we went. Everything improved and the little car was running along quite 

well. The four b-double trucks that we met almost blew us off the road but we 

soon arrived at our destination. 

The oval was half full of vehicles and the organisers were hoping for 100 entries 

which they achieved. I think that they got to 104 which is a great effort for the 

small committee of organisers. Once we parked the car we checked the time. It 

was 11.30 so the drive only took us an hour. Not bad for a 79 year old car with 

little pistons. 

There was a great display of vehicles of all makes and models. As this year spelled 

the end of local manufacturing of Ford and Holden there was a good display of 

both makes. There was also an impressive display of panel vans all decked out in 

the 70’s style. A lot of the cars were 60’s and 70’s and not a lot of vintage or clas-

sic cars. There were also a couple of motorcycles and some 4x4’s all kitted out for 

off roading. 

Our club was well represented with Edenhope winning the prize for the most en-

tries. Casterton, Portland and Horsham clubs were also in attendance as well as 

vehicles from South Australia and maybe other clubs as well. The Hamilton  club 

members didn’t go home empty handed with Sharon Watt winning a raffle prize, 

Pam Pollock winning a trophy with her Mustang and we won two bottles of wine 

in the lucky entry draw and a trophy for the Morris as well. Lloyd Hocking and 

Dennis Dawson were kept busy judging the vehicles and did a great job choosing a 

good mix of vehicles while John Lawson showed his auctioneering skill drawing 

raffles and presenting trophies. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our day in Balmoral and congratulations must go to the 

Balmoral Lions Club for an excellent event. 

Representing our club were 

Lloyd Hocking, Dennis Dawson, Chris and Sharon Watt, Pam Pollock, Arthur Hole, Roger Moodie, Peter Sambell, 
Mark and Lorraine Rye, John Brabham, Brian and Deidre Simkin, John Lawson, Neville Cooper, Darcy Miller, Rod 
and Jeanette Potter. Please accept my apologies to anyone that I may have missed. Thanks  Pam for photos 
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.For what started out as a very ordinary foggy, drizzly 

day the combined Westem District and South Australian 

Xmas outing tumed out to be the perfect day for the get

-together. 

I drove the Zephyr over and by the time I reached the 

top of the hills near Casterton I had to tum on my head-

lights so that the oncoming vehicles could see me and I 

started to worry that the weather was going to stop a 

lot of people from attending what was an official Club 

event. 

The panic was for nothing as when I entered the Fire 

Brigade Track there was already a large number of vehi-

cles assembled there. There was a great line-up of cov-

ered wagons (no not that kind) which were trucks that 

had canvas-covered sleeping quarters on the back of 

them and as they had camped overnight the gut-

wrenching smell of eggs and bacon assailed ones nose 

as I went over to have a talk to a couple of old friends 

that were there. 

For a while I thought I was going to be the only Hamil-

ton member to tum up but gradually our members 

started to arrive, along with plenty of cars from other 

clubs. I carted the Rally Attendance Book around with 

me and got the signatures of all who arrived for the day. 

There was only a small number of Tractors and Station-

ary Engines there for the weekend so I walked around 

looking at these until I was satisfied that there were to 

be no more Hamilton arrivals so I then went to the 

office and registered (my number was 100) and several 

arrived after this. So in all I think that there was about 

70 to 80 vehicles on the grounds for the day. 

The weather was perfect, no sun, no rain and tempera-

tures were comfortable so it was a great day for all of 

those that attended. 

I don't know what some of our Club members have 

been really up to because as you all know Pres. Richard 

has been on crutches, and in plaster, for quite some 

time and now Les Toohey has turned up with his right 

hand in plaster, claims he slipped of a roof and sliced 

(and diced) his hand on roofing iron as he tried to stop 

the fall. Hope you get well sooner than later boys. 

Those of our Club on the run were:- 

Doug Palmer — 1957 Ford Zephyr  

Brian Simkin — I974 Holden Statesman 

Barry & Wendolene McKenzie — 1965 Toyota 700  

Adrian & Julie Stevens — 1991 Ford Capri 

Evan Ould — I985 Subaru Station Wagon  

Glenn Humphries — I950 Austin A40 

Kimberley Hutchins — I955 Standard I0 A  

Bert Hutchins — 1979 HZ Holden Utility 

Mark Rye — 1967 Jaguar 340  

Arthur & Glenys Hole — 1966 Ford Mustang 

Peter Sambell — 1967 Honda S600  

Les Toohey — I961 Jaguar Mk.II 

Don McDonald & Richard Neaves — I972 HQ Holden 

Premier. 

 

 

Pride of Ownership Day     Casterton                                 Doug Palmer 

L-Morris Commercial, Centre Bedford R– International 

1979 Valiant Drifter CM  

1933 Studebaker Golden Hawke 
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FOR SALE 

1962 Morris Major Elite 

Black with Red/Gray interior 

No Registration  (was WTN 654) 

Contact Denis Polack 03 55723284 

Old cars—1972 1973 VOLVOS 

Not drive able not registered 

Ian Campbell 03 55758277 

Need gone 

Thanks this month to the following contributors 

Doug Palmer, Peter Wilson ,Pam and Ron Pollock, Lloyd 

Hocking, Rod Potter Richard Neaves and Graeme 

Ralph. Without them there would not be the inter-

esting articles and photos to publish—Editor Lorraine 

FOR SALE: WOLSELEY 6/80, 1952 OHC 2.2 LITRE 6 CYLINDER 

As I now need a new honeycomb radiator 

(expensive!) for my 12/50 Alvis, I must reduce one 

more car from my collection. 

This Wolseley has had a lot of time and money lav-

ished on it over the last few years. The shaft driven 

OHC engine is willing and technically interesting, with 

the usual 6/80 pleasant burble from the  exhaust. 

Everything done with no expense spared by the previ-

ous owner over several years. The interior was re-

newed in lovely rich maroon leather to original 

pattern, condition still as new. New carpets were 

made, new body rubbers installed throughout, new headlining, interior woodwork redone, and the car 

repainted. It was rebuilt mechanically, including all new bushes and rubbers in the front end and stain-

less steel valves in the engine. 

New radial tyres just fitted all around. Has been for the RWC test but after several years of reliable ral-

lying now needs a new front universal and rear spring shackle bushes to pass , also one foglight does 

not work. Proof of this in the recent RWC test sheet with the car; it passed all other aspects. With these 

done, there  will be nothing left to do to the car except enjoy. 

I paid $7,500 for it. Offers invited. 

For inspection please telephone Warrick Hansted on 55 75 8220,  

mobile 0417 135 683, email: warrickhansted2@bigpond.com 

FOR SALE1 969 Mazda B1500 ute.  

I have used this ute as a daily driver for almost 4 years and it has been very reliable. It is mechanically sound and 

the body and tub are quite tidy with very little rust. The interior is also good and the seat has been re uphol-

stered. The ute comes with original purchase papers and was almost a one owner car before I purchased it. The 

current rego number is 1BL4YJ and I will be selling it as is. 

Asking price is $1500 ono Contact Rod Potter on 0427507693 or 55725083 
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Yulecart Show 

On the above date Jim Ford had asked us to take some 

cars out to the yearly Show at the Yulecart Hall and 

Oval. He had also asked me to take out some of my 

motoring history photos to put on display. On arrival 

they set me up in a huge tin shed, with verandah, 

which overlooked the oval and as things were a little 

quiet for a while I sat there and watched the hyge gath-

ering of young and older people taking part in the 

equestrian events below my vantage spot. I was quite 

amazed at the number of vehicles and horse floats sur-

rounding the oval. 

I spent quite some time talking to visitors looking at my 

exhibition, watching the Hamilton Wood turners (who 

were set up inside the shed with me) making items of 

all kinds from chunks of wood and watching the kids 

taking part in the showjumping competition. I have al-

ways enjoyed this sport and have watched a lot of it, 

and cross country as well, on television. It got down to 

two young ladies trying to complete the course and the 

smaller (about 13 years of age — at a guess) was 

setting her smaller horse up superbly for each jump 

and completed the course without penalty, but I then 

got called away to answer some questions about my 

photos and by the time I got back the girls were riding 

into the distance, so I am assuming the the second rid-

er gained a penalty on he try. 

Overall it has a good day and our Club supplied 4 cars 

for display: Jim Ford's Rover, Carol Baudinette's Austin 

Station Wagon, Mark Rye's Jaguar and my little Stand-

ard 8 Tourer. 

Thanks to those people for making the effort. Doug 

Palmer 

 

 

October Mid Week Run to Roger Edward’s Cavendish 

On a very warm day I decided to get up to the 

Clubrooms early and turn on the air- conditioning unit 

so that the rooms would be nice and comfortable for 

anyone who turned up. Alan Wilson turned up first 

with his newly purchased 1980 Ford Thunderbird (on 

its first run). He has recently sold his other two Fords. 

Several availed themselves of the early opening time 

but by 1.00pm there were 18 car loads of members 

enjoying the cool conditions. At the designated starting 

time I explained the route to be taken and about a cou-

ple of the coming Club events that they needed to be 

aware of. 

I had Pres. Richard on board my vehicle and we led off 

the contingent (with all windows down I might add) 

and we travelled out via the backroads to Victoria Point 

and then onto Mokanger Road, making our way into 

Cavendish. 

At this point I must admit that Richard and I found Ca-

den Street but trying to rely on my fast fading memory 

of a previous visit took the convoy well past Roger's 

home and had to do a U-tum at the bottom of the 

street and come back to the correct spot. 

We all assembled in the garage, cum studio, and lis-

tened to a very entertaining talk by Roger Edwards 

about how he gathered information and samples of 

local flora and fauna and then gained an insight to 

what he then wanted to apply to the canvas. There 

were only a couple of paintings of bird life on the walls 

as most of his paintings were done on a commission 

basis. He had books full of feather samples and other 

things that helped him get the colours correct for what-

ever he was painting at the time. He also had samples 

of beautifully delicate birds nests, wedged on tree 

branches and skeletons (head and beak) of many differ-

ent water birds. The head skeleton that fooled all of us 

was a small sharp-nosed one that he explained actually 

comes from a Koala Bear. It was hard to believe as we 
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all thought that the large head of a Koala would have had 

a larger mouth. 

There were other paintings on the opposite wall that had 

been done by his new next door neighbor. 

Quite a few of the girls then left to have a' look at the 

beautiful garden planted and tendered by Roger's wife. 

I thanked Roger for giving us his time and the important 

insight into how he prepared to place paint on canvas for 

his delightful paintings and presented him with a gift 

from the Club. 

We all then adjourned for the Bridge Cafe where the 

thirsty and hungry Club members enjoyed a very nice 

afternoon tea before departing for home. 

Those on the run were:- 

Doug Palmer & Richard — 1957 Ford Zephyr  

Alan Wilson — 1980 Ford Thunderbird (new) 

Pam Pollock — 1999 Hyundai  

Adrian & Julie Stevens ~ 1985 Subaru Wagon 

Arthur & Glenys Hole — 1966 Ford Mustang  

Kevin & Jemiy Watt — 1989 Daimler XJ40 

Wal Brinkmann — 1968 Austin 1800 Mk.II  

Peter Wilson — 1956 Hillman Minx 

Carol Baudinette & Lorna Thomas — Modem  

Peter Cay & Lorraine Hope — Modern 

Philip Bade & Friend — 1997 Mitsubishi Magna  

Don & Irene Macdonald — 1972 HQ Holden 

Roger Garland & Daughter — 1959 FC Holden  

Brian & Dierdre Simkin — Modern 

Denis & Glennis Polack — 1935 Austin 10  

Neville & Sue Mason — Modem 

Trevor & Kay Schultz & Kaye Jenkins — 1978 Ford. 

Peter Milburn and Veronica Masse 

Reg Jenkins arrived in time for A-noon Tea. 



 

19                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter December 2017  

ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
 Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com

