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Committee 2017-2018 

Welcome to new members.  

 Clifford Rundell, Hamilton 1981 Holden . 

Kirsten Keightley (Stuart)1959 Morris  

Russell Ward (Glenda) 1926 Chrysler Coupe and 1955 MG Magnette 
Have we seen your car yet? 

If you are new to the club please try to attend some of our functions and introduce yourself to 

other members.  We do have a great time on our outings and meetings. 

 
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Pam Pollock 0419145452 

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:   55736 254 
 SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins 55722799 

CLUB CAPTAINS  
WEEKENDS 

Doug Palmer  
Graeme Ralph 

55721070         0409 010 730 
0418344390 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Graeme Ralph  
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 

 0418344390 
55725083 
0488776633 
55724365 

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph   
Doug Palmer 

0418344390 
0409 010 730 

WELFARE OFFICERS Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

John Corcoran         0409 850 676 
Graeme Ralph          0418344390 
Doug Palmer            0409 010 730 
Ern Polack                 0428352538 
Denis Polack             55723284 

CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves,  
John Corcoran  
Rod Potter 
John Barke 

0488 231 835 
0409 850 676 
55 725 083 
0427 724 519 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 

 

Information for new members is available 

on the website. 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2017  

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other 

events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

February Flyer 27th Ford  display 18th February 2018. Geelong 

Flyer 40th Berwick Swap meet 3rd February 2018. 

Saturday 17th  Western Speedway  

March 10,11,12 

 

 

 

March 10 and 11 

Touring Glenelg Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club  contact fergytrekin@live.com.au or 0400 256 547 

Close 28the February Secretary has entry form 

Melbourne Steam Traction Engine Clun 50th Scoresby  Steamfest Rally National Steam Centre 1200 

Ferntree Gully Road Scoresby Gates open 10am—5pm  

 

Naracoorte Pist”N Broke Vintage Rally Naracoorte 9am both days Naracoorte Showgrounds John  

0427=8 854 919 

March 25th Swap Meet Show  and Shine  7am start Victoria Park Koroit Bruce 0435 366 451 

April 7 Saturday 

April 8  Sunday 

Horsham Swap Meet 8 am—2pm Horsham Show grounds Vic Ellis 53 982 016 0409 3263 64 

Castlemaine Swap Meet  

2017 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.  

Clubrooms are at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane   

FEBRUARY 

Friday 16 

Club meeting 7:30pm clubrooms .Kevin Manson will brief us on the use of the Defibrillator 

Sunday 18 Gather at the Club Rooms at 1.00p.m. for a 1.30 start. The Garage will be open at 12.30p.m. for 
those wishing to have a 'Cuppa‘ and bring some lunch after shopping. 
The trip of some 60kms. out will take us through Kanawalla, Bulart, past the Mt.Dundas Look-
out. and through Melville Forest to the Lewis residence  

Wednesday 28 Depart  10am for Port Fairy for a day at the seaside.  Please contact Graeme Ralph for cater-
ing numbers  ralphgb45@bigpond.com      or text  0418 344390  Cost $20 for lunch 

MARCH 

Friday 2nd  

Newsletter deadline 

Thursday  8th  Newsletter printing 

Friday 16 Car Club meeting 7:30pm at Clubrooms—TBA Doug organising 

Sunday 18 Mortlake Picnic find your own way there. See note in report 

Wednesday  28 Narrapumelap Homestead and its resurrected tower Cost $18 for entry and after-

noon tea Please contact Graeme Ralph for catering numbers  ralphgb45@bigpond.com      

or text  0418 344390   

Coming 

meetings  

April  MEETING Gus is organising a Trivia  Night 

AROUND THE GARAGES—PORTLAND MAY 27TH 

mailto:fergytrekin@live.com.au
mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com
mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com
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Ramblings                                                                                     Pam Polllock 

Well, haven`t these past weeks just galloped away? It doesn`t seem any time at all since we were getting ready for 
Christmas and the holidays and here the shops have already got all the Easter goodies out! 
 
What has everyone been up to?? Have you all had opportunity to get those little beauties out of the shed and on 
the road? I must admit mine has not been out as much as I would like, but my family comes first and then I have a 
BIG problem of not being able to get her out of the shed due to projects being carried out in front of her in the 
carport and not being ABLE to get out. Does anyone have any spare storage room? 
 
Unfortunate, but limited space and more than one male person requiring working space and limited access makes 
things a bit tricky at times. 
 
The Mustang did get out and cruised the Christmas lights. There were some fabulous efforts this year and great to 
see. Our kids (grandies) love cruising and looking at them. 
 
There are lots of things to do locally when you look around and we took advantage of a few- going to the speed-

way ( I love it, but Ronnie is not interested) so I go on my own; 
music in the gardens, where I caught up with club members Flor-
rie and Ken Waters. We took the kids camping and of course we 
had to go to the cinema and watch the latest kids movies. 
 
 So, while we had a very full and busy holiday period, I hope you 
all enjoyed your break too. I am certainly looking forward to an-
other great year and hope to see all the old faces at the upcoming 
first  meeting of 2018 and hope to see some new ones too. May-
be some of you who haven`t been for a while might venture in to 
catch up. Happy New Year to all! 

Club Permit renewal declaration forms are no 

longer required when renewing. You must have your club membership card and be a 

current club member. 

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Happy New Year to all, I hope you all had a merry Christmas and a happy start to the New Year. To all those members who 

are unwell, I wish you all a speedy recovery. A special get well to our secretary Peter Wilson who recently underwent major 

heart surgery, and is convalescing at home.  I hope you all enjoyed the Presidents Christmas run to Devon Park and the BBQ 

tea back at the club rooms. The committee has meet and is organising an interesting itinerary for the coming year. As men-

tioned previously if you have any ideas in regards to club runs etc. please contact one of the committee members or myself 

and we will take them on-board. Thank you to those members who displayed their cars at the Hamilton Pacing Cup, it was 

great to see the large car count. It was also great to some of our club members supporting the Orford Vintage Rally, it’s a 

beautiful venue to show off all the old machinery, tractors, stationary engines, trucks, cars and a lovely atmosphere to meet 

fellow enthusiasts. Until my next report happy motoring.  

President  

Richard Neaves    
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Club Captains             Doug Palmer Weekend runs               Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs 

Sunday February  18th  
Gather at the Club Rooms at 1.00p.m. for a 1.30 
start. The Garage will be open at 12.30p.m. for 
those wishing to have a 'Cuppa‘ and bring some 
lunch after shopping. 
The trip of some 60kms. out will take us through 
Kanawalla, Bulart, past the Mt.Dundas Lookout 
and through Melville Forest to the Lewis residence 
for a bring-your-own Chairs and Afternoon Tea 
to share with your fellow Club members. Hot wa-
ter will be available. 
David and Joan have a collection of motor cars and 
motorbikes. 
Unfortunately we will be unable to call in on War-
ick Hansted as he has just started a new job and 
will be away on that weekend. 
For those wishing to meet up with us at Melville 
Forest please wait beside the Melville Forest Hall 
where we hope to arrive at about 2.45p.m. 
MARCH CLUB RUN - Sunday, 25"‘. 
This will be a make-your-own way to Mortlake for 
the Federation of Vintage Car Clubs Picnic. You 
will need to arrive early so as to get a shady park-
ing spot because the event usually draws some 
110 
car loads of members of many different clubs from 
our area of the State. 
There is hot food available if you do not wish to go 
to the trouble of bringing your own and on 
(free) entry you will be given a Lucky Prize Ticket 
and maybe take home some interesting article as 
several of our Club members have done in the 
past. 
If we do not support The Federation then most of 
the privileges we enjoy today as the owners of old 
cars, and the Red Plate Scheme, could be lost for-
ever and I am sure that we could not continue to 
drive our cars if we had to pay the full costs of 
Registration. PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EVENT. 
Mid week runs 
Note also that everyone is encouraged to gather 
at the Vintage Garage Clubrooms at 6 pm for fel-
lowship and a meal after our mid week runs. Even 
if you are unable to participate in the run, are you 
are most welcome to join the group in the even-
ing. 
February 28th 2018. We will be journeying to Port 
Fairy for a day at the seaside. Assemble at the 
clubrooms at 10:00 am. The jug will be boiling so 
you can grab a quick cuppa before we hit the road. 

We have arranged lunch at Limestone Gallery 506 
Princes Highway (next to the cemetery) and antici-
pate arriving there at around 12:00 noon. This gal-
lery is run by Meg Finnegan and features an array 
of Ceramics, sculpture and works by local artists. 
The lunch menu at $20.00 per person is as follows: 
(This price includes  slices , self serve for after 
main, with a self serve tea & coffee station from 
an urn. If people wish to have cappuccino etc this 
is not included in the price but available.)                                                                         
1.*Lasagne w/ salad                                                                                                          
2.*Quiche w/ salad                                                                                                                             
3.*Linguine pasta w/ chicken, bacon & spin-
ach                                                                        
4.*Sweet potato & pumpkin salad w/ semi dried 
tomato, spinach & feta finished with a sprinkle of 
dukkah & balsamic dressing. Gluten free & vege-
tarian. 
I WILL NEED MEMBERS TO ADVISE ME IN AD-
VANCE OF THEIR INTENTION TO PARTAKE OF 
THIS LUNCHEON TOGETHER WITH THEIR SELEC-
TION FROM THIS MENU.             
Phone or Text to 0418 344390 or Email 
ralphgb45@bigpond.com. Please do this as soon 
as possible so that I can make the necessary ar-
rangements with the caterers.                 
After lunch there will be adequate time to ex-
plore Port fairy- shops, the river, the beach and 
anything else that takes your fancy!  
 
 March 28th Narrapumelap Homestead and its 
resurrected tower. Some of us saw the almost 
completed French Gothic tower sitting adjacent to 
the tower when we visited Narrapumalap on the 
2017 Queens Birthday Rally. It is now in situ and 
we have the opportunity to view this magnificent 
structure. We will also be able to explore the 
homestead and get an update on its continued 
restoration from enthusiastic owner Kevin McIn-
tyre.                                                                                                                             
The cost of this visit is $18.00 per person which 
covers the conducted tour and afternoon tea.  
Again I will require advice of your intention to 
participate in this event to the phone number or 
Email address above. 
For the coming months we are working on several 
ideas including a visit to the Glenthompson Sheep 
Dairy, a visit to a free range poultry farm and pig-
gery and a tour of the Wando Vale region near 
Casterton. 

mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com
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My car a series on members cars                                        Pam Pollock 

OWNER: Betty Ralph 
 
MAKE: BMW 
 
MODEL: 320i 
 
YEAR: 1985 
 
COLOUR: Opal green cabriolet 
 
ENGINE: 2litre, 6 cylinder 
 
TRANSMISSION: 5 speed manual 
 
BRAKES: Front discs, rear drums 
 
Betty`s very neat little car was purchased in Feb of 2015 from an old friend, Peter Hughan who happens 
to be a life member of our club. Sadly, he could no longer handle the manual shift and so bought an auto 
and reluctantly sold the BMW. 
 
The vehicle was purchased in excellent condition and has therefore required no work to be done . The 
only replacements having been made are a new leather boot on the gear stick and a new timing belt 
(general maintenance and wear and tear). Betty says it is very easy to drive-small and manageable. She 
has found no faults with the car at all. Very happy with it. 
 
At the time of purchase the Ralphs only had the Dodge which they found struggled a bit on the longer 
runs, was not keeping up and was not as comfortable. The BMW was for sale and Betty recalls whispering 
to Graeme they should buy it.  She says the BMW is much more comfortable on the longer drives and 
keeps up better. 
 
Betty is proud to say the vehicle won the Concourse category it`s first year in the club. 
 
Three other vehicles the Ralphs have owned include a 1936 Daimler that had an auto/pre-selected gear 
box (hope I got that right) and was easy to drive. Also a 1924 Dodge four business sedan. They had all 
three cars on the market and the Dodge was only one that didn`t sell. In retrospect, Graeme says he 
should have kept the Daimler. 
The Dodge, however, along with the BMW, has given much pleasure to this lovely couple, being taken out 
a fair bit. Possibly twice a week, especially on the midweek runs with the club. 
So there we are- a big one for him and a lovely little one for her; both giving much pride and pleasure to 
both owners and onlookers. 

Big Names in the Automotive Industry http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/carfacts.html 

1. Honda, Soichiro After WWII with $3,300 he started making motorcycles. 

2. Iacocca, Lee Responsible for the Mustang in the early 1960's and bailing out Chrysler in early 
1980's.  

3. Jellinek, Emile In 1900, while a Daimler Motor Works board member, Jellinek convinced 
Gottlieb Daimler to build a race car and name it after Emile's daughter, Mercedes. 

4. Murphy, Edward Founded the Pontiac Buggy Company in Pontiac, MI in 1893. At the turn of the 
century he decided to switch to making "those noisy, smelly, unreliable automobiles."  

 

http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/carfacts.html
https://www.anythingaboutcars.com/daimler-cars.html
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Exhaust Notes 

January Mid Week Run  

Here we are in a new year having already enjoyed two well attended outings of the club and celebrated 

Australia day giving due recognition to the wonderful country that we are privileged to live in and recog-

nising some of the people and events that make it so special. 

Val Lawson has received an Australia day Award in recognition of her outstanding service to the communi-

ty of Coleraine through such organisations as the hospital, the community bank, the annual art and pho-

tography show, the pedal car grand prix and others. Congratulations Val. 

The Southern Grampians Shire recognised the Hamilton Pastoral Museum with an award for Event of the 

Year for conducting the very successful National Machinery Heritage Rally. It certainly was an outstanding 

success and a well deserved award. 

On more mundane matters, it was nice to see Neville Mason out at the Hamilton airport on our January 

mid week run with son in law Steve and grandson Tom in the lovely 1985 BMW saloon that Neville and Sue 

have recently acquired. It seems that Sue was spending the day bird observing leaving the boys to roam 

free in the BMW. 

John Barke continues to get pleasure from his Sunbeam Rapier, although he is suffering a certain amount 

of grief due to a malfunctioning overdrive. It seems the system is in need of some extra hydraulic pressure 

to keep things engaged and possibly John’s blood pressure can cope with the situation until a resolution if 

found. 

Some of our members have migrated to South Hamilton for the holidays- Corcorans and Jenkins among 

others, so we hope that the fish are biting and the sea air is conducive to rest and relaxation. 

Condolences to Neville Cooper and Faye on the passing of his mother on Boxing Day. 

It’s great to have Peter Wilson back in Hamilton and we hope that progress is good after recent surgical 

procedures and that he is reveling in the care and attention of family, friends and medical experts  

For our January run we took a short tour through Strathkellar and Hensley Park to Hamilton Airport. No-

table en route was the quantity of very dry long grass and other vegetation on the roadsides and it was 

an appropriate precursor to the talks we were about to hear concerning fire protection and suppression 

in our region. 

 Coordinator Leighton Wraith explained how the pilots, planes and volunteer ground crew were 

equipped, trained and prepared to respond to any fire emergency at very short notice.  

Fixed wing  Cessna Skymaster aircraft patrol the region and alert the base of any detected grass or bush-

fires. Alerts can also come from fire spotter towers at such locations as Mt Dundas and Mt Bepcha.  

The fire bombing is then carried out by the air tractors which carry up to 2000 litres (800 US gallons) of 

either water, foam or retardant, depending on the nature of the fire. 

Volunteer ground crews are on call to refill the 

tanks and turnaround time for a bomber can be 

as little as five minutes. Pilots are skilled at de-

livering their payload for maximum impact on 

the fire activities.  

 Air Tractor AT 800 
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December Club run  and Christmas BBQ                    Doug Palmer 

Wow!! What a fantastic day occurred on December l0‘h 

when President Richard's surprise run attracted the big-

gest turnout of members’ cars for the monthly event. 

42 car loads left the Clubhouse for a very enjoyable trip 

through the Moutajup area and onto the Victoria Valley 

Road, leading to Dunkeld, and eventually to the mag-

nificent 2-storied bluestone homestead called ‘Devon 

Park’ where we were hosted by the owner, Suzie Clarke. 

On arrival we set up a most enjoyable aftemoon tea 

under the shade of a beautiful oak tree in the superb 

gardens that surround the home, and the flies decided 

that they wanted some of the action as well. Several of 

our ladies acted as 'swatters' to keep the pests at bay 

and our host organised several urns of hot water for tea 

and coffee. 

Then Suzie gave a very interesting, no holds barred, ac-

count of the previous owners of the property and 

amused the members present with her many anecdotes 

of the way they used to live. 

She then invited us to ‘feel free’ and wander around the 

home and even stated that members could go inside for 

a look and explained that there were several toilets in 

there for the use of the ladies. 

President Richard, on behalf of the Club, then made a 

thank-you speech and presented Suzie with a bottle of 

nice wine for being such a gracious host. 

It was great to meet Narelle Sambell who joined Peter 

in the ‘Clockwork Mouse’ (Honda) on her first run as 

was Tom and Michelle Beever in their Ford Anglia. It 

was also great to meet the new members, Russell and 

Glenda Ward who have just moved to Hamilton from 

Ballarat. How wonderful it was to have the company of 

Lorraine Scott and Lorna Thomas for the day. 

Following the visit we all made our way back to the 

Clubhouse to prepare for the Christmas Function that 

had been organised. Reg Jenkins, who as usual hand 

made the delicious hamburgers, was helped with the 

cooking by Trevor Schultz and Brian Simkin whilst sever-

al of the Club Ladies set up one of the biggest arrays of 

salads I have ever seen at a function and our wonderful 

ladies are to be congratulated for their superb efforts. 

Because of the large numbers of Members present, 

which was swelled by those unable to take part on the 

run because of other commitments, many more tables 

had to be set up to handle the 96 who filled the Club-

house with sounds of loud talking and laughter. 

Between courses Richard made a thank-you speech to 

all members that had contributed to making the year, 

and this function, such a special one and then conduct-

ed the distribution of ‘Kris Kringle’ presents to all in the 

room. 

Whilst all this was going on the hard-working kitchen 

ladies had cleared what little remained of the main 

course and put out a huge variety of sweets that had 

members groaning about the fact that, after the main 

course, they might not have much room to fit them in 

behind their tightening waist lines. But never-the-less 

by the end of the night most of the dishes were empty. 

It was a most enjoyable day, and evening, to finish off 

the Year 2017 and I would personally 

like to thank you all for supporting the many monthly 

outings that Graeme Ralph and I have so far organised. 
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Some more photos from the Christmas run         

 

Barry McKenzie 1952 FX Holden 
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HAMILTON PACING CUP   Sunday, January 14"‘ 

Some months before Christmas I was contacted by the 

Hamilton Harness Racing Club andasked to provide a 

display of our cars on the above date. I explained to the 

officials that it was holiday time and I might not happen. 

As the race date got closer I personally spoke to some 

members and typed up a note explaining, together with 

a description of the February Monthly Run, and person-

ally hand delivered them around Hamilton as our es-

teemed Secretary, and Lorraine, were in Melbourne 

(unexpectedly detained) so I couldn't get messages to 

the out-of-towners. 

I racked by brain for a few days and suddenly thought 

that the old Club computer (now used for the Club Li-

brary) may just have a Members’ Email list still on it so I 

took it around to John Barke (who had just retumed 

from Germany) and sure enough most members were 

still recorded in the memory bank, so we sent out an 

email describing what was going to happen over the 

next two months as the February Newsletter may not 

get to some of you in time. 

By Friday night I only had 8 cars listed to take part in the 

exhibition at the Harness Racing Track but by Saturday 

night that had increased to twelve. But on the day of 

the event the numbers swelled to 18, with some mem-

bers bringing out two cars or more. 

The day started off slowly as we had to be there before 

10.45 a.m. so we parked the vehicles on the lawn, be-

side the track, and set ourselves up under the umbrellas 

set aside for us, and enjoyed a cuppa and a chat whilst 

we waited for the racing to begin. It turned out to be a 

beautiful day but was a little spoiled by the wind coming 

across the track whilst we sat watching the racing. 

At three o'clock we all adjourned to the Ofiicials Room 

to enjoy a free afternoon tea and were thanked by the 

Club President for the great display our Club put on. 

Gradually, after watching a few more races, members 

drifted off home in dribs and drabs. 

Our cars certainly created a fair bit of interest amongst 

the race goers as there was a steady stream of people 

walking through the lines examining most of the cars on 

display. 

It was great to see Fiona McLeod's Volkswagen out 

again after a heart transplant and Russel Ward's superb 

Chrysler Coupe on its first Club Run. 

My heartfelt thanks go out to all Members for bringing 

their cars out at short notice. 

Those who helped me out on the day were:- 

Doug Palmer — 1939 Standard 8 Tourer and 1957 Ford 

Zephyr Saloon 

Robert Brody & Helen Moore - 1925 Dodge Tourer, 

1927 Dodge Utility and 1976 Toyota Crown 

Graeme & Betty Ralph - 1924 Dodge Saloon and 1985 

BMW 320i Cabriolet 

Arthur & Glenys Hole - 1966 Mustang Coupe  

Johhn & Val Lawson - 1987 Porsche 911 

Denis & Glennis Polack - 1935 Austin 10  

Russell & Glenda Ward - 1926 Chrysler Coupe 

Richard Neaves - 1970 Mini Van  

Fiona MacLeod & Darryl McBeth - 1970 VW 

Michael & Caroline Woodward - 1930 Ford A  

Mark & Lorraine Rye - 1967 Jaguar 340 

Carol Baudinette - 1954 Austin A/40 C/man  

Jim Ford - 1972 Rover P6B 

Adrian & Julie Stevens - 1971 Ford Capri 

Apologies to anyone I have missed. Doug Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn and Michael Woodward presenting a special 

rug to the winner of the Hamilton Dry Cleaners Race 

Editors note: 

Will have to give some computer lessons as the club 

gmail contact list is available on any computer.  
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HAMILTON PACING CUP           Sunday, January 14"‘ 

Line up of cars at the Harness Racing Club.  

Russell Ward’s 1926 Chrysler Coupe 

Fiona McLeod’s 1970 Volkswagon 

More club cars 

 

Horse No 4 winning the Hamilton Dry Cleaners Trophy 

Slow down for emergency services with flashing red, blue or magenta lights or sirens 

Road users will need to slow to 40km/h when driving past stationary or slow-moving emergency or enforcement 
vehicles with flashing red, blue or magenta lights, or sounding an alarm. 
Emergency and enforcement vehicles include police, ambulance, fire services and State Emergency Service vehi-
cles, as well as VicRoads truck enforcement vehicles that have magenta flashing lights. 
When emergency or enforcement vehicles are displaying flashing red, blue or magenta lights, or sounding their 
alarm, drivers must: 

 Approach at a speed that allows the driver to stop, if necessary, before passing the vehicle and give way to 
any emergency or enforcement worker on foot in the vicinity; 

 Not drive past or overtake the vehicle at a speed of more than 40km/h; 

 Not increase speed until the driver is a sufficient distance past the vehicle to not cause danger to workers in 
the immediate vicinity. 
This rule does not apply on a road with a median strip, where the vehicle is on the other side of the median 
strip. The rule applies when the emergency vehicle is in a service road adjacent to a main road – if you are 
passing on the main road you will still need to slow down.  The rule applies to the driver despite any other road 
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At present time l am writing this in the comfort of a unit 

at Merimbula, looking over the water on the other side 

of Beach St. and about 4 minutes walk from the main 

street and shops. Every now and then the sound of a 

light aeroplane climbing through the sky always makes 

for an interesting sight and just now at Spm. Vic.time 

the passenger twin turbo prop plane owned by REX 

(stands for "Regional Express") has just climbed into the 

sky on its way to Sydney. "Rex" runs 2 services daily to 

Melbourne, Merimbula, and Sydney. At the aerodrome 

on the outskirts of Merimbula there are always 10 or 12 

light planes dotted about. 

A couple of days ago I visited "Adams" car large shed in 

Pambula from which Adam sells old motors. He often 

has an interesting line up of old cars for sale. At the mo-

ment his stock is a bit on the light side, however always 

interesting to have a look! At present he has 3 Austin 7 

tourers, 4 seaters! l---a 2 seater boat tailed Austin 7 

sports, and an Austin 7 race car. This one is long and 

lowand most purpose lookingl---Although I think you 

would have to be jockey sized to get behind the wheel. 

There was also a circa 1920 Buick tourer, a 4 cylinder 

engine one. On raising the bonnet, the 4 cylinder engine 

does look a bit on the small size to be propelling the 

large Buick. His most striking car was a c. 1937 Auburn 

supercharged large 6 seater sedan. This one had 3 large 

exhaust pipes coming out from the bonnet and of 

course heavily chrome plated! Always worth a visit to 

"Adams" at Pambula. 

I have been reading copies of "Old Motor” whilst on 

holidays, this one April 1967. A most interesting article 

on late 1880's work to design an aeroplane which coul-

be powered by a steam engine. One of the early inven-

tors made this statement-~-"The domestic goose 

weighs about 12lbs. and exerts one twelfth of a horse 

power in flying. If a goose should fly then why not 

should man!" 

He was right eventually --- An experiment carried out 

between the two world wars c. 1935 the conventional 

petrol engine of an aeroplane was replaced by an effi-

cient steam plant and it flew successfully. However the 

steam engine was less efficient than the internal com-

bustion one! 

In one of these “Old Motor & Vintage Commercial Mag-

azines there is a comprehensive article on the Fiat 501 

of c. 1924. The 501 had a 4 cylinder engine of 1460cc 

capacity, a 3 bearing pressure fed crankshaft, a 4 speed 

right hand gate gear change. It also had a Marelli mag-

neto and a solid bronze casting water pump. Cruising 

speed was 40 to 45mph.Brakes were on the rear wheels 

on- ly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My father had one of these 501 Fiats back in about 

1926 which had an Australian body.. The body was a 

two seater with a boot and one door only on the pas-

senger side. The spare wheel was mounted on the driv-

ers side where the door should have been! Hence the 

driver would always have to get in first! 

l remember asking my father how he afforded the Fiat 

This and That                                              Lloyd Hocking 
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which he purchased second hand in about 1926 for 

about 130 pounds. Now my father had a good job being 

in charge of the office of Laidlaws which was a large 

general store in Gray St Hamilton employing about 35 

staff. I think the Fiat cost him about nearly half a years 

wages! He was single back in those days . Shortly after 

this he was "Courting" (Now that's an term that you 

don't hear these days!) my mother who lived in Mel-

bourne, and would travel down always via Ballarat. He 

said that after you left Glenthompson it was a sandy 

track to Ballarat! Another thing that sounds unusual to 

us in this day and age was the flagging down of a driver 

coming in the opposite direction to ask the condition of 

the roads which he just come through! Of course in 

1926 there would have been very few cars on the 

roads! 

Another true story from my father on this era was that 

he went to sleep at the wheel one Sunday night on the 

Hamilton side of Ballarat, coming home to Hamilton and 

went off the road through a barb wire fence and punc-

tured both front tyres! By the time he mended punc-

tures by the light of a feeble torch and then had to 

pump up both tyres with a hand pump--- The tyres in 

those days were beaded edge and required about 50 lbs 

in each with the hand pump—He got back to Hamilton 

at about 8am on Monday in time to have a shave and 

get to work! Cruising speed would have been 35 to 

40mph! 

Still reading "Old Motor” March 1967 and here are pic-

tures of an Aston Martin car c. 1922 a 2 seater sports 

which has been in an accident and hit a bollard at high 

speed. The interesting things about these pictures is the 

wrecked state of the car. After hitting the bollard the 

car dumb-irons had to be prised apart to remove the 

car! The force of the impact shattered the crankshaft 

and bent the rear axle into a curve! The radiator had a 

fold in the centre and a great hole in the rear where the 

fan mounting had driven itself in quite a distance! 

Wouldn’t that break your heart if the vehicle was 

yours!!—Perhaps not, because you may have not sur-

vived! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not the Aston Martin but certainly a wrecked car! 

 

This and That cont.                                                       Lloyd Hocking 

Below—Member Val Lawson  left (archive photo men-

tioned in Exhaust Notes) at the Coleraine Art Show 

Right- Ken and Florrie Waters enjoying the Australia Day 

celebrations at the Hamilton Botanic Gardens 
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FOR SALE 

1962 Morris Major Elite 

Black with Red/Gray interior 

No Registration  (was WTN 654) 

Contact Denis Polack 03 55723284 

Old cars—1972 1973 VOLVOS 

Not drive able not registered 

Ian Campbell 03 55758277 

Need gone 

Thanks this month to the following contributors 

Doug Palmer, Peter Wilson ,Pam and Ron Pollock, Lloyd 

Hocking, Rod Potter Richard Neaves and Graeme 

Ralph. Without them there would not be the inter-

esting articles and photos to publish—Editor Lorraine 

FOR SALE 

LINCOLN COSMOPOLITAN 1949. 

 The car is in good condition, and 
has the 337 c.i. side valve V8 engine.  

Price $17,000.  

Please contact Daniel Clarke on 0409 
166 388,  

or email dsclarke87@gmail.com  

 

 

ANNUAL QUEENS BIRTHDAY RALLY  - DOGGONE RALLY 

Friday  11th—Monday 14th June 2018 

RALLY HEADQUARTERS HECC HAMILTON SHOWGROUNDS 

Registration Friday night  

Saturday we are going to the Casterton Kelpie Festival 

Happy Hour and dinner 

Sunday—Vehicle Display for the public 

Lunch at Devon Park Homestead Dunkeld 

Gala Dinner— dress as something to do with dogs 

Monday Farewell brunch at Clubrooms 

Entry forms will be out in March 

mailto:dsclarke87@gmail.com
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
 Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com

