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Committee 2017-18 
 

New Members 

No new members this month but nice to see 

some of them on our recent outings 

 

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves  55 711340 0488 231 835  

richardneaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY:  

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Peter Wilson  0428 724 572  

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Pam Pollock  0419145452  

TREASURER:  Kaye Jenkins / Reg  55 723058  

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  55736 254   

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS  

WEEKENDS  

Doug Palmer  

Graeme Ralph  

55721070 0409 010 730  

0418344390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Lorraine Wilson / Peter  Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572  

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Chris Watt  

Gus Kuilboer  

0418344390  

55725083  

0488776633  

55724365  

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418344390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Lorraine Wilson  Please contact if you know of an ill-

ness, death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  John Corcoran 0409 850 676  

Graeme Ralph 0418344390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428352538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves,  

John Corcoran  

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0409 850 676  

55 725 083  

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is avail-

able on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018 

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other 

events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

Saturday July 21 Mount Gambier Moto Classica Pre 1985 Classic and Vintage Motorcycle Show 

Saturday 9-6pm Sunday 9-2pm  Mount Gambier City Hall 0418 802 687 

November 4 Lions Club Balmoral Show and Shine 10am –3pm Balmoral Recreation Reserve  0427 701 337 

balmoralanddistrictlionsclub@gmail.com 

November 17-18 Bendigo Swap Meet bendigoswap.com.au  0434 730 822 

 Golden Oldies Rally 31st March – 6th April 2019– Again sponsored by RACV.  This will start 

from the Wunghnu picnic 2019 and travel up into the mountains with visits to Bright, Bee-

chworth etc, and is open to all vehicles 1930 or earlier. The views will be excellent at that time 

of the year. 

Some key dates 

From  

Federation  

repot 

4th August 2018 -  Delegates Meeting – Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club;                                                                       

• 26th August 2018 – Federation Marong Picnic;                                                                                                    

• 13th October 2018 – Federation Delegates Meeting – Baw Baw Old Engine & Auto Club (Darnum);                                                                                     

• 13th – 20th October 2018 – RACV Federation Tour - Yarram;                                                                                      

* 31st March – 6th April 2019 Federation  Golden;  Oldies Rally                                                           

• 28th March – 4th April 2020 – AHMF National Tour – Albury-Wodonga 

2018 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

 

 

 

 

Clubrooms are at the Pastoral Museum in Hillier Lane 

Meetings usually 3rd Friday of the month@ 7:30pm unless changed. 

Sunday run usually follows this meeting date. 

Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

June  27 Ansett Motors? No- The Argyle Shop! Gather at 1:00 pm for a prompt 1: 30 pm departure 

July  20 Club AGM—Please consider nominating for committee positions. Current committee is look-

ing for replacements. NOMINATION FORM ON BACK PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

July 22 Weekend run  HALLS GAP ZOO  

Assemble at the clubrooms for a cuppa at 10am and we will depart at 10:30am having lunch 

(BYO) in the township. At 1:00pm we will journey out to the Zoo (on the Pomonal Road) and 

spend and enjoyable afternoon amongst the animals before making your own way home. 

July 25 Ansett Museum visit to get a fascinating insight into the story of Sir Reginald Ansett and his 

transport empire. 1:00 For 1:30 pm departure. Cost $5.00 per person entry to Ansett Museum. 

August  6 

August  17 

August 19 

August  29 

Newsletter items due 

Monthly meeting 

Monthly run 

Midweek run 

So  much for putting out a short newsletter early before heading off on holidays. The only report missing will be 

the midweek run to the Argyle Emporium led by Pam Pollock. As I am finishing this bulletin today—MONDAY 

you will have to wait for the next one for that report. HAPPY READING. 

mailto:balmoralanddistrictlionsclub@gmail.com
bendigoswap.com.au
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Once again our Queens Birthday Weekend Rally was a great success, and the weather was also great, as the 

weather forecast was not looking good. The Kelpie Muster was a magnificent spectacle and appreciated by all. 

The Sunday drive to Devin Park via the Grampians was also very scenic, and our thanks must to Mrs Clarke for 

allowing us to use the Woolshed and view the homestead. This year’s variety of cars was a sight to be seen and 

much appreciated by the public.  

As mentioned above this year’s rally was once again a great success, and thanks must go to all those people in-

volved, your work has not gone unnoticed. It would be great to get some new members involved in next year’s 

rally preparations, with new faces comes new ideas and you would be supported by the previous committee.  

Our Annual Dinner and Presentation night will also have come and gone before you receive this month’s news-

letter. This night is to celebrate and recognise all the hard work members contribute to the club over the year. For 

now happy motoring. 

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

Weekend runs 
Sunday July 22—Halls Gap Zoo 

I may or may not be the fu-

ture Club Captain (after elec-

tions) but to start things off 

for the coming twelve 

months I am proposing a trip 

to the Halls Gap Zoo. 

Assemble at the clubrooms 

for a cuppa at 10am and we 

will depart at 10:30am having lunch (BYO) in the town-

ship. At 1:00pm we will journey out to the Zoo (on the 

Pomonal Road) and spend and enjoyable afternoon 

amongst the animals before making your own way 

home. 

http://hallsgapzoo.com.au/ 

Mid Week Runs  

25th July: Ansett Museum visit to get a fascinating in-

sight into the story of Sir Reginald Ansett and his 

transport empire. 1:00 For 1:30 pm departure. Cost 

$5.00 per person entry to Ansett Museum. 

This visit will be followed by a scenic drive of about 55 

km culminating in an afternoon tea at delightful Café 

Catalpa at Tarrington. This will be another good one for 

the “oldies”. 

Doug Palmer will lead this run. 

 As Betty and I will be absent from Hamilton for some 

weeks I take this opportunity to say a big thank you for 

the great support we have received for the mid – week 

runs. Also, a sincere thank you to Jim Ford for invalua-

ble assistance in identifying opportunities and helping 

with arranging these outings. 

 We will continue to need assistance with organising 

mid- week runs for next Club year. Please let me or 

President Richard know if you are prepared to co-

ordinate one of these events or contact Graeme Ralph 

0418 344  390 to offer your services. 

Graeme Ralph 

DELAYED CLUB PERMIT RENEWALS 

On VicRoads' behalf I apologise for the delay. I especially 

apologise to club secretaries who were unable to sign re-

newals at club meetings already held during June. 

 

Extra mail outs have been scheduled to ensure that permits 

later in July are also not delayed.  

 

John Lewis 

Principal Practice Advisor - Registration and Licensing 

VicRoads 

Tel. 9091 1789 

 

 

 

http://hallsgapzoo.com.au/
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Annual Presentation Dinner Friday 22 June 2018 at 7.30pm. 

60 members enjoyed the Club Presentation Dinner last Friday evening at the Club rooms 

For those who didn't attend the list of trophy winners is listed below. Trophies can we collected at the AGM on July 

20th  

Concours results 

Vintage Veteran –    Robert Brody 1925 Dodge 

Classic     Doug Palmer  1939 Standard 8 

Post War Classic, 1951-1960  Geoff Sharrock 1959 Healey Sprite. 

P.W.C., 1961-70    Pam Pollock  1965 Ford Mustang 

P.W.C., 1971- Onwards   Betty Ralph  1985 BMW  320I 

Best Presented Club Car on the Q.B.W (Peter Michell Trophy) 

      Russell Ward  1926 Chrysler Coupe 

Annual Trophy Awards 

Ed Baudinette Trophy Memorial Trophy (Most used Pre 1960 English Vehicle on 

club runs) 

 Doug Palmer 

The Ian Barker Cup (donated by one of our early treasurers) for the member 

who attended on most events in a Veteran/Vintage car 

 Robert Brody 

The Barry Ladd Touring Trophy (for the member who participated on the most Club events) 

 Doug Palmer 

Clubman of the Year (chosen by committee) 

Terry and Jenny Hutchins 

The President’s Trophy 

 Graeme and Betty Ralph 

Y-Didenya Trophy (to the person who made the biggest “stuff up” -Colin Scott)  

John Barke in his 1953 Sunbeam Talbot 

President Richard also made presentations to Kay and Trevor Schuktz( Rally Treasurers) Kaye and Reg Jenkins 

(Treasurer)  and Lorraine Wilson (Editor and Rally Chairman and Peter Wilson (retired  Secretary) 
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And now we come to the most prestigious of our Yearly Awards. This is the one trophy that every member of the 

Club desperately tries to win, so much so that several have had it in their homes many times since it was intro-

duced by Ex. President, Colin Scott, who has since passed away. 

This year those that have tried to win it are LLOYD HOCKING who very generously loaned his very unique Ceirano 

to the Club as a talking point at the October Open Days of the Pastoral Museum. Lloyd on picking up the car 

started her up via the 'stirring stick' and whilst she was warming up dressed himself in nice warm leather gear, 

before climbing aboard to drive home. On arriving home he couldn't find said 'stirring stick' and realised that he 

had left it hanging in the front of the Ceirano so it must have dropped out. Backtracking his homeward journey 

he did not find same anywhere on the roads. So there LLOYD 'Y-Didenya' make sure that you pulled the thing out 

of the engine bay before climbing aboard. 

Then there was DON MacDONALD who took his lovely wife on a Club outing in his Holden and seeing it was a 

cold day asked her to turn on the heater. After doing this the car only managed to get a few kilometers down the 

road and died. Don tried everything to get it going but eventually had to ring the RACV to come out and take 

them home on the back of a truck. Hey DON 'Y-Didenya' notice that Irene had pulled out the choke and not the 

heater control. 
 

DOUG PALMER tried to win the trophy once again when he asked Jason Polack to give him a hand to bring his 

Son's newly purchased 1923 Darracq Roadster home from Melville Forest on a car trailer and on arrival found 

that the vehicle failed to fit on by some 6 inches. They had to come back to Hamilton, borrow a Radley's trailer 

and go all the way back again. Gee DOUG 'Y-Didenya' check the wheelbase measurements before leaving Hamil-

ton. 

 

DOUG nearly qualified again when on an outing in Jason's MG TD the car came to a stop after putting the blinkers 

on to turn a corner. After fiddling with the electrics he got it going again only to have it stop further up the road. 

It came home on the back of an RACV truck and on examination the mechanics found that the Rotor button was 

faulty. The very same thing had happened to his 1939 Standard just a few months before. But I think we can class 

that as a mechanical fault not his. 

 

New member, RUSSELL WARD, tried to get in on the act nice and early by polishing his Chrysler Coupe to the 

enth-degree in preparation for the Club Concours. He lifted the drivers side bonnet to check the condition of the 

motor and as it looked fine locked it down. When the judges were checking the car over they lifted the passenger 

side bonnet and found the engine covered with a nice shade of green which subsequently cost him a section win 

by a couple of points. Oh! RUSSELL 'Y-Didenya' didn't you tighten up the radiator hose clips. 

 

By-the-way we all know about that serial offender and his petrol problems 

when coming home from our Rallys but this one takes the cake. 

On the way to a recent event by the seaside one of our members driving his 

'Little ray of Sunshine' (sorry Sunbeam) ran out of steam just on the outskirts 

of Myamyn. He rang the 'serial offender' knowing that he would have some 

petrol in the back of his car but it was too late as he was already in Portland so 

he had to ring the RACV to help him out. Subsequently he sheepishly arrived 

late for the outing but at least he made the effort to get there and not try to 

hide what had happened. 

So the winner of this year's Trophy is JOHN BARKE and all we can say is 

John 'Y-Didenya' check the gauge and put petrol in your car BEFORE you left home. 

“Y’Didenya Awards” 
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What do you need to know about the age of your tyres? 

The chronological age of any tyre can be found on the tyre sidewall by examining the char-
acters following the symbol "DOT". The last four numbers identify the date of manufacture 
of the tire to the nearest week. The first two of these four numbers identify the week of 
manufacture (which range from "01" to "53"). The last two numbers identify the year of 
manufacture (e.g., a tyre with the information "DOT XXXXXXX2714” was manufactured in 
the 27th week of 2014).  This DOT code is only on one side of the tyre. 

For tyres manufactured prior to the year 2000, three numbers instead of four indicate the 
date of manufacture. Also, during the early 1990’s, some manufacturers added a triangle  

to the end of the character string to distinguish a tire built in the 1990’s from previous 
decades (e.g., a tire with the information "DOT XXXXXXX274 “ was manufactured in the 
27th week of 1994). 

Searching the internet for tyre age and safety, there are many listings including from manu-
facturers that recommend : 
All tyres (including spare tyres) that were manufactured more than ten years ago should be 
replaced with new tyres, even if they appear to be usable from their external appearance 
and if the tread depth may have not reached the minimum wear out depth. 

John Barke  (one tyre failure is enough!) 

Exhaust Notes                                                                                    Editor and other sources 

Happy Birthday to all those who celebrate their birthdays in July and any special anniversaries too. 

 

Continuing the Peter Wilson and John Barke saga Peter has been carrying around a water pump replace-

ment for years in his boot. He finally thought he   needed it  for it as on the way home from Casterton 

the engine was making a very loud knocking noise. But not so it was the generator bearings. 

 

Great to see the younger generations of the Ralph’s, Corcoran’s and Palmers enjoying the rally although 

it must have been a tight squeeze finding beds for them all! 

 

Apologies this notice in the June newsletter should have read -Condolences to members Jill and Jock 

Whiting on the passing of Jill’s father John McIntyre a well know local farmer. 

 

The editor and hubby are off on a short road trip to Mildura and Broken Hill and looking 

forward to revisiting the area as it was in 1987 that we made this the first leg of a trip 

around Australia with our three children and haven’t been back since. This time we will 

be spending some time at Menindee and Lake Mungo. Hopefully the weather will be fine 

and a couple of degrees warmer. 
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“Doggone”  41st Annual Rally  

Wow what a weekend! Congratulatons to all those involved in the running of 'Doggone', especially Lorraine, for the time and 

effort she put into what was a fantastic annual rally. We owe her a vote of thanks for the hours of organisation and dedication 

she put into what was one of the most successful weekends of fun and friendship with our own members, and our many visi-

tors, all of whom stated on departure that the Hamilton Q.B. W. Rally is the feature event on their calendar and they will be 

back in 2019. 

The work put in by Kay and Trevor Schultz in handling the finances of the weekend is to be applauded as it is a huge job, espe-

cially with the numbers of entrants exceeding 100 cars, and it was a job done perfectly. To all those who helped Kay in any 

way, such as handling the very prominent name tags (which were a totally new version) go our sincere thanks. 

To Gus Kuilboer and his great team of Road Marshals many thanks as the reports from the visitors about never being able to 

get lost whilst they are pointing out the right direction to travel is what gives this Club its great reputation for smooth running. 

Most of the entrants arrived at the Showgrounds on Friday night and picked up their Rally Bags and gathered around for a 

while to greet old friends and make new acquaintances whilst having a hot cuppa. There didn't seem to be any groans about 

having to be back there before 8.00am. the next day. 

We had been praying that the weather Gods would be good to us and Saturday dawned as an overcast, foggy day, and so it 

proved all the way out the backroads of Tahara, Tahara West and into Merino. It was a bit of a shame that this happened as I 

had planned the route especially to show off the beautiful hills and valleys of this magnificent grazing country to our many 

visitors. 

On arrival at Casterton we parked the cars in two vacant blocks at the back of the main street shops and spent a very enjoya-

ble day walking the main (blocked off) street examining the shops and watching the many events which involved the wonder-

ful Kelpie Dogs. The event that seemed to draw the most attention was the Fastest Sprinter and the High Jump area and to 

see dogs jumping to a height of over 2 meters was amazing. Some of them looked at the height of the wall and turned away 

as if to say "if you think I am going to jump that, forget it!"  

The other event that intrigued me was the Hill Climb where the dog was released at the bottom of the huge, steep hill on the 

Hamilton end of the main street and had to run up the hill to his handler as fast as he, or she, could. Again some of them got 

halfway up and decided that "enough was enough". It was a great day's outing and thoroughly enjoyed by our visitors.  

Saturday night we tried a different 'Happy Hour' with no hot food but each table loaded with Cheese, Cabana, Biscuits and 

other nibbles which seemed to go down well with our visitors. The meal supplied by the personnel from Alexandra House was 

excellent, and many complained that there was too much on the plates, but I noticed that not too many of them went back to 

the kitchen empty. The night was topped off by our guest speaker, Peter Kimpton, who gave a talk on his many and varied 

early motoring experiences. 

Sunday dawned and there was a perfectly clear sky to greet us as entrants gathered at the Showgrounds, parked their vehi-

cles in the eras of manufacture and went for a mid-morning cuppa with biscuits and slices whilst members of the Hamilton 

public wandered amongst the vehicles and voted on the best in each category. This was tried last year and was so successful 

that Lorraine arranged it again and plenty of the public seemed to like the idea. 

We then departed at I lam. and travelled along Mill (Strathkellar) Road, turning into the Victoria Valley Road and headed to-

wards the mountains which stood out beautifully against the clear blue sky. The very picturesque Red Gum country of the 

Valley with its abundance of green grass thrilled our visitors and as we climbed over Mirranatwa Gap the sun perfectly high-

lighted the superb rock formations of OUR Grampian Range. The comments from our visitors about the magnificence of this 

area of Victoria were wonderful to hear and is something that we Hamiltonians seem to take for granted. 

After travelling along the Halls Gap Road back into Dunkeld we then took the Blackwood Road, towards Penshurst. On reach-

ing the entrance gate to 'Devon Park' Homestead drove down the long drive and on reaching the massive woolshed, turned 

into the paddock, parked the cars, and went inside for a very enjoyable Picnic Lunch. John and Jenni Barke had left early to 

have hot water, tea and coffee available on arrival, whilst Noel and Leslie Schneider had picked up the lunches from the I-

I.D.S.C. (Baimbridge College) and had them ready also for our visitors. 

Following lunch I gave them a short talk on the history of the property which started out as a 
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Rally continued 

44,000 acre holding in 1845 called 'Linlithgow 
Plains'. The descendants of the present owners, the 
Clarke Family, purchased the property in 1928 and 
named it 'Devon Park' after an area in England 
where they originated from. Susie Clarke welcomed 
them all to the property and invited them to wan-
der the home and gardens at their leisure. 

It was such a superb day that most of the visitors 

walked the short distance down to the beautiful old 

two-storey bluestone home and its surrounding 

gardens with trees that are over 100 years old. 

Many of them were entertained in the back court-

yard by Susie Clarke as she told them stories of her 

descendants and showed pictures of the early day 

workers outside the very old two storey bluestone 

cottage which stood nearby.  

Following this the entrants returned to their cars 

and travelled back to Hamilton to prepare for the 

Sunday Night Dinner. They had been asked to turn 

out in something that started with 'D' for Dog and 

most complied with some very interesting costumes 

like one man covered with watches, a spotted face 

and dog ears (watch dog), Kaye Jenkins wandering 

around with a long lead and empty collar (Dog gone) 

and one couple who had gone to a lot of trouble of 

buying all the products needed for 'Dishwashing', 

including the draining trays. We had a couple of 

'Draculas' and Lorraine tried several different outfits 

but ended up as a 'Devil', wings and all, but the pick 

of the night had to be our own Pam Pollock who 

came in dressed as Dame Edna Everidge, purple hair 

and all. It was a great night with music by Daffy 

Steer, great food by Alexandra House, and the many 

prizes handed out to the winners of the various car 

categories, including our very own John Corcoran 

for his superb 1955 Magnette. The overall winner 

with the best car as Terry Mansbridge of Warrnam-

bool with his magnificent 1933 Auburn Sedan and 

he also won the Federation Trophy. Oh! and by the 

way Jenny Corcoran won the Raffle and promptly 

picked out the second ticket with her name on it. 

Monday morning saw most of the entrants enjoying an early 'Brunch' at our Clubrooms with the 

usual biscuits and slices thrown in and the comments about the quality of our facilities were 

amazing. Most said their goodbyes and stated that they will see us in 2019. 

To all of members who 'pitched in' to make the weekend such a success, like Terry and Jenny 

Hutchins and John Barke who kept the hot water, tea, coffee, biscuits and slices flowing all 

weekend we say a huge "thank you". It is no wonder that this Club's annual Q.B.W. Rallies are 

enjoyed by all who attend. 
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Prizes 

Veteran and Vintage- up to 

1929 

Russell Ward and Glenda Nixon  

H&DVVCDC 

1926 Chrysler Coupe 

Pre War Classic 1930’s Terry Mansbridge and Peter White 1933 Auburn 12-161 A 

Pre War Classic 1940’s Dennis Healey  

 

Post War Classic 1950’s 

John and Jenny Corcoran 

H&DVVCDC 

1955 MG Magnette  

1960’s Peter and Michelle Flavelle  1961 Plymouth Valiant 2 Door Hardtop 

1970’s Peter and Karen Grose 1971 Holden HG Ute 

1980 and onwards Ron and Patsy Wall 1989 Rolls Royce Silver Spur 

President’s Award Chris and Geraldine Constantine 1965 MG ZA 

Rally Committee Award All British Club For  most members in attendance from anoth-

er club 

Hard Luck Story Ken and Joy Wright  1990 BMW 318—loss of coolant  and unable 

to be repaired until Tuesday. 

Best Local Club Car 

H&DVVCDC 

Russell Ward and Glenda Nixon  1926 Chrysler Coupe 

MOST POPULAR CAR

(FEDERATION TROPHY) voted 

by entrants and public 

Terry Mansbridge and Peter White 

SEE PHOTO ON FRONT PAGE 

1933 Auburn 12-161 A 

On the road to Dunkeld, lunch in the Devon Park Shearing shed and Devon Park Homestead 

Susie Clark talking to some of the rally members, Alan Cannane , Terry Hutchins and Chris White and DOG BISCUITS! 

Some of the cars from the All British Car Club parked at our clubrooms at the Pastoral Museum on Monday morning. 



 

11                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter July 2018  

Federation 

of Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Inc.  
Correspondence: P.O. Box 175, Brunswick East, Victoria, 3057 

FEDERATION COMMITTEE REPORT TO MEMBER CLUBS 
To be read to Members and included in your newsletter. 

Dear Members, 

There has been much discussion in recent months around issues affecting the historic vehicle movement, including the fu-

ture role of representative groups. The Federation Committee meeting and Delegates meeting has just been held in 

Maryborough and from this we wish to communicate some important matters. 

Since 1970, Federation has worked tirelessly to further the aims of the historic vehicle movement. Quarterly meetings are 

held around the State, which gives all Clubs the opportunity to attend, to discuss items, promote activities, acknowledge 

milestones, share and resolve matters of concern, and be advised of national events and concerns. Refreshments are pro-

vided at no cost to the Delegates present, as well as a financial contribution to the host Club. 

Federation remains active in the support of grass roots motoring, running five free picnic days across the State with prizes 

allocated on participation to encourage attendance and enable interaction with other Clubs. More recently we were de-

lighted to be able to support the Motorshow of Support in Warrnambool to raise funds for those affected by the fires. We 

have run and still do major statewide tours each year, alternating between the Federation Tours for all with vehicles up to 

25 years old, and the Golden Oldies Tour for Vintage vehicles. 

Oscar Wilde's quote of "Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery" certainly applies here given the number of Tours that 

have been created since. 

From these Tours Federation has donated over $10,000 to Cancer research as we know this touches everybody. 

Federation has conducted the world class Bendigo Swap Meet for over 40 years. This provides vital funds to support the 

ongoing work of the movement, distributing funds to Clubs who provide volunteers, together with providing trophies for 

your Club's invitation events, and financial assistance via Capital Grants to further your Club with long lasting benefits.  

Federation has also organised Australia Day in Melbourne for 40 years from the early days of the Cavalcade through to the 

static display in the gardens until recent restrictions have made it unviable. 

With no remuneration paid to officers or staff, no offices to maintain, all work is being done voluntarily, because we are al l 

part of the movement and don't seek any personal benefit. Federation has had no trouble filling positions on committee.  

All this has allowed your Club's subscription to remain at a very low rate of just $100. 

Federation is a foundation member of the Australian Historic Motoring Federation which is made up of nine councils 

from all States and Territories that meet to discuss issues affecting or enhancing the movement on a national basis. 

• Proudly Supporting Victoria's Historic Vehicle Movement  
Federation has provided Presidents and Secretaries over many years as well as financial support when necessary. We 

currently have two Committee representatives as trustees of the Robert Shannon Trust, and two Committee people 

helping with the 2020 National event in Albury and helping to run this national body. 

Federation has always looked to national issues that affect us all. Some other representative bodies have not participated in 

the last 4 meetings, three of which were phone meetings and one in person at the Bendigo Swap. 

At the AGM of the AHMF held in August it was resolved the AHMF would write a letter of support for the removal of Luxury 
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Federation letter cont. 

Car Tax on the importation of vehicles older than 25 years. Al-IMF were also seeking support of the 9 councils, together with 

a financial contribution. Only 2 councils supported in this manner and Federation opted to not provide any financial support, 

given the small numbers affected. Some members in Victoria and Queensland have voiced their concerns with 

Federation not individually supporting this campaign, however we were prepared to stay with the Al-IMF support as obvi-

ously were the 6 other councils who took the same view. There was no mention from Delegates or a motion of support or 

opposition at any of the more recent Federation meetings. 

We enjoy a good relationship with VicRoads, have been involved in the reviews of the Club Permit Scheme, have regular 

consultations when needs arise and are in discussions about pending issues. We are constantly protecting the scheme and 

providing details of vehicles not being used in the spirit. Certainly we had concerns over the 5 year review of the CPS and 

our concerns then are the ones we are all dealing with now. 

Regretfully there seems to be rumours and discussions in some clubs and sectors that there should only be one overall 

group representing the movement in Victoria Presently there is the ASRF, CAMS, AOMC and Federation, these bodies 

work in differing manners to support all Cubs throughout the State. 

Surely no one organisation has all the answers, and expectation of this is not reasonable, however Federation has re-

cently been targeted on matters, including some Clubs who have used their President's Reports to criticise and mock 

Federation without any appreciation or understanding, and with limited knowledge other than hearsay or inaccurate third 

party information. 

In the future Federation still has a lot to do. We will continue with the Picnic days, continue with the Bendigo Swap, Fed-

eration Tours, the 2020 AHMF Tour, and holding Delegates Meetings across the State. 

We will continue to meet with other State bodies and VicRoads on matters affecting the movement, but most importantly 

we will be there at grass roots level, and continue to work on your behalf for the benefit of all members to ensure the best 

outcome for all the movement, supporting the historic vehicle movement and assisting your Club as we.have done for 

nearly 50 years. 

With all of this in mind, we look forward to your continuing participation and support. 

Do we have the support of your Club and members for Federation? 

Congratulations to the committee who organised the Club's 41stAnnual Queen's Birthday Rally. There was an en-

try of 103 cars which if you consider 2 people per car at least in each car gives a figure of over 200 people in 

attendance also just think of how much money 200 people would have spent in Hamilton during the time of the 

rally.  The catering was top quality—coffee and bites available almost at all The Happy hour on Saturday night 

when free drinks were available followed by an excellent meal and then a magnificent final dinner on Sunday 

night. When the thought was that all the tucker was finished the Club sent people off with an egg and bacon roll 

from the Club Rooms on Monday morning! I arrived a little late and was surprised to see how many entrants had 

availed themselves of the breakfast! 

We are fortunate in Hamilton to have the complex at the Show Grounds which can easily handle over 200 people 

for a sit down meal and also has a kitchen which is large enough with all the cooking apparatus, as well as an area 

for a bar. 

The run on Saturday to Casterton, was via Merino and Digby where the Kelpie event was being held. After the 

rain we have had over several weeks the rolling hills and country side on the way to Casterton were looking ab-

solutely magnificent , all out in green! 

I thought I might travel by Vauxhall but the weather was looking a bit doubtful for an open car, so I took the easy 

way and travelled by 911 Porsche. The run did it good!  

This and That 
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The main street in Caster-ton was awash with people and stalls selling loads of things and I had a body reviving 

cup of hot pumpkin soup and a bread rolls, very nice! There was also a procession which some of our Rally en-

trants joined in. All the Kelpie competitions were in full swing and after a long time of inspecting stalls meeting 

people and watching Kelpie events I climbed back into the Porsche and had a quiet trip home! 

That night, Saturday night, we had a very enjoyable meal and then were entertained by an interesting speaker. 

The next morning, Sunday, all cars arrived back at the Show grounds where from 9am they were on display where 

the public could have a good inspection! Eventually the Rally got moving heading towards Victoria Valley via Victo-

ria Point and eventually took a right hand turn towards Mirranatwa  Gap with a fairly steep climb. Many years ago 

this was the only route to Halls gap and was a summer road only—Seventy years ago especially in the winter the 

only route from Hamilton to Halls Gap was the long way via Ararat and Stawell! 

The weather was magnificent—blue skies and no wind so I decided to take the 30/98. This was to be the Vauxhalls 

first long trip after it had had a new cam-shaft. I departed from the Show grounds with the mainly older and slow 

cars which I should not have done as the Vauxhall usually cruises at 55 to 65 mph. I commenced my climb up to 

Mirranatwa Gap at about 35mph in top gear (number 4 in OE/IOO) but was most pleasantly surprised when the 

Vauxhall climbed the whole distance to the steep top at about 35mph in top gear with the spark fully retarded 

and the engine showing no sign of strain whatsoever.  

Over the top of the Gap and we headed back down to the tourist road to Dunkeld and then on to Mrs Suzie 

Clarke's property "Devon Park" where we had packed lunch in the magnificent shearing shed which is not very old, 

but as sheep are not run at this property any more the station has been turned over to raising cattle. A short walk 

down the road to the homestead and there was the magnificent large blue stone 19th century residence to be 

viewed. After all this it was a trip home and then back to the Show Grounds for the final dinner and trophy pre-

senting. During all this Daffy Steer entertained. 

I must congratulate Lorraine Wilson on the excellent job she did as the MC of the dinner on Sunday night. Precise 

and to the point with no "waffle"! 

 

There was a most interesting entry of cars.—Here are some listed. 

1970 Oldsmobile Holiday Coupe., 1957 Oldsmobile 88 Coupe, 1965 Ford Mustang, 1970Holden HT Premier Wag-
on, 1955 MG ZA, 1963 Holden EJ ( good memories as I had one years ago) 1989 Rolls Royce Silver Spur, 1955 Hum-
ber Mark IV , 1926 Chrysler Coupe, 1967 Jaguar 42D, 1984 Austin A40 Countryman, 1961 Sunbeam Rapier 3A, 
1960 Chevrolet Belair, 1924 Sunbeam Alpine, 1933Auburn V12 -161A ( very rare—having a V12 engine -a good 
turn out of Rover P3 

Sedans—ln English literature —Rovers of post war years were often described as cars much loved in England by 

doctors and solicitors, A 1959 Jensen 541R with original white upholstery and from memory these cars had an Aus-

tin truck 6 cylinder Toronado Coupe etc. etc. etc. Plenty to look at ! 
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Name: Peter Sambell 

Make: Honda 5600 

Year: 1967 

Motor: 1300cc Toyota motor 

Transmission: 5 speed Toyota on the floor 

Brakes:Were originally drum brakes but now has boosted 
Mazda RX3 discs. The rear has a Mazda R100 differential 
with drum brakes. It also has a five link rear suspension 
designed by Peter himself. 

Talking with Peter I get the impression he can't keep his 
hands off things and is continually looking for something 
that works better or a better way to make something al-
ready there work better. He did admit that he likes to 
modify things, is innovative and can't leave things alone. 
He likes to design and make things, not necessarily for cars.  

Back to the “wind up toy”. 

Peter bought this little vehicle as a rolling shell in 1983 and immediately set to work on the restoration which took three years 
in total to finish. Once finished and registered Peter immediately entered a 3HA Ansett Challenge Rally and another two after 
that. He really must have enjoyed the first one. 

The car has been kept as close as possible to original design inside but has been re-upholstered. The carpet and lining in the 
back is original. The yellow paint has not been changed since purchase (hasn't it kept it's colour well?) The original colour was 
white. 

Peter has put a different engine in the vehicle as the original had a hole in the block and he had this motor given to him. The 
motors in these cars were known to be problematic. 

There are not many of these cars around but he thinks Geoff Waters in Coleraine owns one that is not going. 

One little tweak Peter has made to this little yellow toy is a key that he can set on the roof and when he flicks a switch in the 
cab, the key turns. Hence a wind up toy. A bit of fun says Peter. It sure turns heads and I bet the kids love it too. He says the 
key was on the back of another car he had which gave him the idea. 

Like a lot of our members he has been collecting for many years-about thirty , he reckons. He has been buying and selling; and 
has sold some he regrets doing so. But no good crying over lost cars-go out and get another one! 

Peter says he is semi-retired but finds plenty to do and likes spending time in the shed. By the looks of the list of projects he 
has either on the go or waiting in the wings, I don`t think he will be short of things to do for quite some time.  

His parents bought a 1957 Row van new. Peter is in the process of restoring it at the moment. 

A 1979 Mazda RX7 series one is ready for the final coat of paint before  it`s ready for club rego. 

He has a 1989 Nikki, made in Poland by SFM (same as a Fiat 500). It has a 650cc twin cylinder air cooled motor in the back. It is 
a micro car. 

Also in this very diverse stable are included: 

1972 TN 360 Honda truck with not much to be done on it. 

1965 T500 Honda truck that does need a lot of work, but will be worth the effort as there is possibly only about 13 of them in 
Australia. 

1960 4x door Ford Prefect 107E that he is hoping to restore to tow the caravan. The paint scheme will be blue for the car 
(these were the iconic `60s Hoon cars). Of course there are not too many in our club old enough to remember those days-true 
or not??? And the van will be blue and cream. 

Last but not least in the collection is a motorcycle owned jointly by Peter and his brother. It is a rare 1927 English Baker 
2stroke. One of only five that came out to Australia. It was built as a sports racing bike, but their father bought it to deliver gro-
ceries. Peter says one was raced in WA in 1928-29 and reached a speed of 76.8 mph. This one`s top speed is 48mph.  

Wow! An impressive collection and interesting snippets of history. Thank you for sharing.  

My Car                                            Pam Pollock 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
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Thanks to our Rally Sponsors 
We thank all our local sponsors and supporters for their generous contributions towards our Rally. 
Please support them when you need their services, as they have remained loyal to us over many 

years. 

 

 Geoff Darling, Lakeside Karcher Cen-

tre Major raffle prize  

 RACV 

 Barry Francis P/L (motorcycles, ride-on 

mowers, chainsaws) 

 Mr Magic Car Wash 

 C&J Engineering   

 Hamilton P.K Bearings  

 Federation of VV&C Vehicle Clubs Inc.

(Trophy for Most Popular Car) 

 Repco  

 Hamilton Tyrepower 

 Grampians Tyres   

 Hamilton Laundry and Drycleaners 

 Hamilton Racing Club 

 Bonney Energy    

 Shire of Southern Grampians  (Rally Bags) 

 Hunt’s Auto Spares   

 DS Taylor Motors (Toyota, Mazda, Hyun-

dai) 

 LA Walker Mitre 10 

 Defining Faces 

 Carol Baudinette Club member 

 Casterton Kelpie Muster committee 

 HECC Venue and staff 

 Alexandra House 

 Roccoco Events “Fuchy”  

 Susie Clark at Devon Park 

Hamilton & District VVC Driver’s Club Inc. A0009739L 

NOMINATION FORM 2018/2019 

              _________________________________________________ is nominated for the position of 

               Mark box 

 

 

 Nominated by ________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Seconded by__________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Signature of person nominated ___________________________________ 

 President  Vice President 

 Secretary (also Public Officer)  Assistant Secretary 

 Treasurer  Assistant Treasurer 

 Club Newsletter Editor  Federation Reps(2) 

 Committee member (4)  Club Captain(s) 

Our Annual general Meeting will be held on Friday 20th July at the Clubrooms.  

All committee positions are vacant and we are looking for members to step up  


