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In this issue 

• Calendar of events includes Club Captain’s Report   

• Invitation events from other clubs  

All events are cancelled until further notice 

• President’s report 

• This and That 

• My Car  two articles 

• Snippets from other clubs 

• The Things That turn up Unexpectedly cont.  

• Exhaust Notes 

•  

 

 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

NEWSLETTER JULY  2020 

Annual Fees are due and payable by 31st August. An invoice and form has been posted out to all members. 

Please compete the form and return either by post or scan and email back to the club. 

Welcome to new members Robey and Gudrun Joyce who are the proud owners of a smart 

red VW Beetle and we look forward to their company when we all get back on the road. 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2019-20 
  

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Vacant  

TREASURER John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER VACANT  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWEEK 

VACANT 

VACANT 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Dennis Dawson 

Warrick Hanstead 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 328 622 

0417 865 048 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an illness, 

death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

 

Denis Polack 55723284 Chairman 

Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Russell Ward 0412 407 893 

Robert Brody 0458 252 226 

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is available 

on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

 

 

Club meetings and events will resume when deemed safe  and restrictions on gatherings 
are lifted to a level that enables us to meet. 

 
 

President’s Report           Richard Neaves     

I was hoping this month’s report would be different, with the covis 19 restrictions being more relaxed and we 

could have some club related activities take place.  How wrong I was, so you will have to be patient and hope this 

current problem is overcome soon. The committee has had another Zoom meeting to discuss club related matters, 

and make the necessary arrangements for the club to operate for the next financial year. It was voted unanimously 

that the present Executive stay the same for 2020/2021 year, as meetings cannot be undertaken in the present 

situation. Club membership subscriptions are now due, same as last year, and please remember the club im-

portantly needs the paper work (car numbers, address changers as this helps the treasure, permit registrar etc. 

record this information. Stay safe and be careful and good health to all, until my next report happy motoring. 

Committee meeting on zoom 

We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

DATE          EVENT                                                                            CONTACT 

13-19th         Hudson Essex Terraplane 2020 Ipswich National Meet.   hetnrqld@gmail.com 

13th              Shepparton Swap Meet.                                                    http://gvmvdc.com.au  (under Club Events). 

OCTOBER 

2-4th      Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 2020 Rally    Dean Robertson  rally@wmhvs.org.au      

TBC              Singer Car Club Border Bash to Western District Silo Trail     Andy Bull 0431551242 OR  

                                                                                                                         andrewbull5@optusnet.com.au 

24-25th          Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb                                                       Andy Bull 0431551242 OR  

                                                                                                                        andrewbull5@optusnet.com.au 

BAY TO BIRDWOOD website: http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020 

2021 

BENZINEBENDE in BOKHOVEN (Netherlands)      Rudi Arends, Secretary, DSOC. Tel: 0031 594249256  OR arends77@hetnet.nl.  

APRIL 

7-21st  GVMVDC Central West Rally (Take 2)    julietyr@bigpond.net.au 

10th  Horsham Swap Meet, Horsham Showgrounds   Rob Binns, swap@wmhvs.org.au 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC SWEEPING THE WORLD  AT THE MOMENT, THE FOLLOW-

ING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE PERSON TO 

CONFIRM GO-AHEADS OR CANCELLATIONS.        

A note from the editor         Lorraine Wilson 

In this time of social distancing we have made the deci-

sion that the future issues of the newsletter will be 

emailed only. 

I have been through the registration forms and although 

75 members requested it to be posted I have 28 mem-

bers who have not provided an email address. Unfortu-

nately they will miss out on the next few editions. 

If you know any of the  members who will  

not receive this perhaps you could organise to ring and 

tell them any news or check if they have an email that 

you could forward it to. 

I will ring around to check as some email addresses 

bounce back or tell me their in boxes are full. 

Thanks to the few who have contributed articles. 

Would love to hear from a few other members with 

stories of cars, travels or anything else that might fill 

the pages. 

Looks  like it will be a while before we can travel 

very far. Have you been to 

• Hall’s Gap Zoo 

• Cape Bridgewater 

• The Silo Art trail to Mildura  

• Hopkin’s Falls 

• Tower Hill 

• Coleraine 

Arboretum 

• Dunkeld 

http://gvmvdc.com.au/
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
mailto:arends77@hetnet.nl
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Our club currently boasts a membership of 160 and we have 225 vehicles on Club Permits which suggests that al-

most every member has at least one vehicle on a Club Permit (there are a few exceptions)  

The Club Permit Scheme has been in operation in various forms for the entire life of our club (almost 50 years) and 

we have seen several amendments and improvements over the years. 

A Club Permit is a permit to drive an unregistered vehicle and the correct term is “Club Permit” (not “Club Regis-

tration, not “Red Plates” – personalised plates can be red! And it is certainly not simply “Cheap Registration!) 

Having a vehicle on a Club Permit is a significant privilege of membership! 

When the Club Permit Scheme was revised in 2015, authorised clubs were required to sign an agreement with Vi-

cRoads regarding their responsibilities, which, among other things, involves the maintenance of an up to date reg-

ister of all Members and their Club Permit vehicles. 

We are also required to keep a photographic record of all vehicles placed on the Club Permit Scheme, either as 

hard copies or stored electronically. The photos must be dated and include at least the front, the rear, the driver ’s 

side and the driver’s position with the door open, and  any identification details including engine number, chassis 

number, compliance plates etc. 

Clubs must provide to VicRoads,, a copy of the Register within 14 days and copies of photographs of nominated 

vehicles within 7 days of a written request. 

A recent review of our Register has highlighted a small number of irregularities as follows: 

1.Vehicle sold and still on our Register.   

2 Vehicle still on Register, but Permit lapsed. 

3 Vehicle listed with Permit renewal overdue and member having failed to receive a renewal notice from VicRo-

ads.  

Would any member who sells a vehicle which is on a Club Permit, please ensure that the Club is promptly advised 

by letter or email to the Secretary. NOTE: Club Permits are not transferrable. When such a vehicle is sold the num-

ber plates must be removed and the log book destroyed. 

If you decide not to renew a Permit, then, again the number plates must be removed and log book destroyed and 

the Club advised.  

Regarding the receipt of Permit renewal notices, it is the responsibility of the Permit holder to be aware of the Per-

mit expiry date and to follow up with VicRoads if a renewal notice is not received (notices usually arrive at least 

one month before expiry date) As with full registration. VicRoads allow 3 months after expiry for renewal, but the 

vehicle cannot be legally driven until the renewal process has been completed. 

 

Remember you must be a financial member to enjoy the privilege of s Club Permit so renew your Club Member-

ship as soon as you receive your renewal invoice please! 

 

Club Permit Scheme            Graeme Ralph  
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This and That           Lloyd Hocking  

When I first became interested in 30/98 Vauxhall motorcars I read an arti-

cle regarding how the first 30/98 came into being. I was given a book enti-

tled VAUXHALL—Britain's oldest car maker and there was all the Vauxhall 

information back in 1913 there was a wealthy industrialist Joseph Higginson 

who was also a keen motor sport enthusiast and he wanted dearly to break 

the record for the Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb. He approached the chief de-

signer for Vauxhall L.H.Pomeroy , who jumped at the chance to design and 

build a suitable car for the event- From memory Pomeroy was fortunate to 

have a clear go at the project as one of the Vauxhall "powers that be" at 

Vauxhall was away on an extended holiday and hence Pomeroy had what 

might be termed as a clear run at the project! Higginson also put up the 

sum of 200 English pounds to encourage Vauxhall to have a suitable car 

ready in 6 weeks for minor events testing before the main event The Shels-

ley Walsh Hill Climb! 

Vauxhall as well as car builders since the early 1900's were also very well 

known for their marine engines. In 1912 the marine activities Of the company were revived with a range of A type 

engines adapted for marine use. These engines were used with success by power boat racers. The original Vaux-

hall 30/98 engine as designed by Pomeroy was an A Type bored out speed boat engine with a modified A type 

chassis. It was side valve motor of 4.Slitre capacity and a 4 cylinder unit with 5 main bearings. In the original de-

sign it produced IOOBHP at 3000rpm. All the reciprocating parts of the motor were lighter —aluminium pistons, 

drilled crankshaft, lighter con rods. Valves were larger and valve timing "hotter" The camshaft would have had the 

proper "grind" for a hotter motor! In 1923 the 30/98 had an OHV head added to the design with a shorter stroke 

and the capacity reduced to 4224cc This motor produced 115BHP. In 1926 the engine received a balanced crank-

shaft which pushed the hp to over 120bhp. 
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UPDATED ADVICE – ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLUB PERMIT RENEWALS  

AND CLUB PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

I refer to recent contact about arrangements for club permit renewals, and my advice that permit should only be 

paid through mailing the renewals to . I would like to update this advice. 

As you are aware, a number of queries have been made about the availability of payments by credit card, given 

that many people no longer have cheque books and money orders have a purchase cost. 

After some discussion today, it has been determined that: 

·       Whilst they remain open,  Customer Service Centres will continue to accept payment for club permit 

renewals. 

·       If permit holders do not wish to attend a customer service centre, they can continue to renew per-

mits though mailing the renewal to , GPO Box 1644 Melbourne 3001 

The renewal process is described on ’ website. 

Queries have also been received about applications for new permits.  The process for applying for new permits has 

not changed, and is described on ’ website. https://www..vic.gov.au/  

New club permits can continue to be applied for at ’ Customer Service Centres. 

John Lewis Principal Practice Advisor - Registration and Licensing  

Of course the 5 bearing crankshaft and an oil pump to keep the bearings well lubricated no "splash and hope" 

about the 30/98. 

Pomeroy's original design was "right'* from the start —As well as speed and "grunt" it would cruise comfortably at 

SS to 65mph and faster if necessary— However it is not known as a "thirsty" for nothing 15mpg if you are lucky! —

Just about at all speeds! The car was always fast— Vauxhall advertised the following— With a 4 seater Vauxhall 

body the car has a maximum speed of 65mph and when road tested by the factory "tester" without body and 

mudguards and windscreen the car would have maximum speed as tested at Brooklands Race track of 100mph!  

All sorts Of motoring performances were attempted in the late 192Cs and early 1930's. One brave British bloke 

took his 30/98 over the British Chanel to a certain racing track in Europe, removed the mudguards and windscreen 

and then put in one hour at 100mph!! He made that feat— no engine trouble at all! Put the mudguards back on 

and also the windscreen and caught the next boat back to England! The car probably had a high ratio diff in too!  

In a lot of adverts, for used cars these days especially older and sporting models there will be the phrase "matching 
Numbers"— The testers for Vauxhall 30/98's when road testing, if any part was found to be defect they would go 
back to the factory and get it replaced and then off again—. I don't think there was too much part number concern 
then! 

I also remember reading about Bugatti— The race cars would always have theirfront axles removed after rac-

ing as under heavy breaking the tubular front axle could twist, It was back to the factory and no guarantee that 

for the next race you got the same axle back. 

With the Virus active at the moment —l am very glad I live in the old Hamilton— I seem to watch a lot of TV and 

play at lot of clarinet! 

However there are a lot Of lighter moments—The Other night was again watching 
TV and there was a well known Australian actor — Bryan Brown (l think!!) and it 
was set in the early 1900's amongst the upper class in England mDid the Aus-
tralian accent stick out—and at one stage Brown and one other major actors 
were motoring in a 2 seater 1905 Vauxhall 7/9hp 3cylinder model! 

If you watch the Belgium detective POIROT which is set in the 1930's, on occa-
sions it will be a feast of 1930's motors! 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
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Apologies from Editor as this was the rest of the story intended for last months issue 
 
No one in Australia wanted to give theirs up! He couldn’t get one anywhere , so had to look further a field. What 
would we do without the Internet?  An extensive search on line discovered a Hudson for sale in Spokane in Amer-
ica’ and a deal was made over the phone.  “It doesn’t run” said the seller but it has no rust, guaranteed. Arrange-
ments were made to have it shipped to Australia through an agent in Castlemaine. All very well except it took a 
month to arrive from Longbeach to Melbourne just two days before Graeme and Liz were due to leave on an 
overseas trip; however, customs discovered a spider in the container which then had to be fumigated taking an-
other two days, so no chance for Graeme to see his new toy before leaving.  “No worries” said his son Stuart “I’ll 
pick it up from Customs and meet you with it at the airport when you return next month.” 
 
Graeme thought that would be a nice idea but realised it wouldn’t happen, as the engine wasn’t running and the 
cork clutch was seized and Stuart wouldn’t be able to drive it on the road unregistered. 
Don’t under estimate the determination of your children!   
Stuart got the car home back to Hamilton and spent many days and late nights working on the engine cleaning 
out blocked fuel lines and carburettor, sorting out the dodgy wiring and finally got the engine running. 
There was still a problem with the seized cork clutch, but with much help from Michael Woodward and some 
other club members with copious amounts of dry-cleaning fluid the wet cork clutch was finally freed up and re-
filled with Dextron 3. 
With only a couple of days left before Graeme and Liz returned, Stuart contacted the Hudson Club in Melbourne 
on Graeme’s behalf and arranged for a club registration and permit, and was then able to drive it to Melbourne 
to meet his very surprised parents with the Hudson at Tullamarine as they staggered off an international flight at 
1am! 
Wow! what a greeting!  
 
Perseverance, determination, (never tell someone it can’t be done) and the friendships and assistance found 
within  the membership of like minded folk appear to be able to get the near impossible accomplished. 
 
After getting the car home, Stuart tells his father he had found a burnt out wreck of a right-hand drive Hudson on 
a property near Hamilton. It was subsequently purchased and trailered back to the McDonald family farm at 
Brimpaen.  The vehicle purchased from America was left hand drive and needed  to be converted to right hand 
drive for easier handling. Problem? Not at all. It turned out that the only bits salvageable from the wreck were all 
the components required to do the conversion. What a stroke of luck. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since purchase Graeme says all panels have been inspected thoroughly and there is not one sign of rust any-
where, a pleasing find. The car has been re-wired from 6 volt positive earth to 12 volt negative earth allowing for 
the vacuum wipers to be replaced with two speed electric wipers,  and an electric fuel pump installed at the tank 

My Car continued from last issue.        Pam Pollock 



 

9                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter July 2020  

to replace the original vacuum pump with it’s associated vaporising 
problems on hot days. An electric power steering kit has only recent-
ly been fitted that Graeme says is brilliant and makes driving much 
easier. He says he can steer with one finger now. The interior was 
fully re-lined, all of which took around six months to accomplish. 
 
Graeme says the car is now on full registration as he loves the older 
cars to drive and this one goes out on a weekly  basis. The few mod-
ern additions help make it easier when it’s out so often. 
 
 The best thing about the Hudson for Graeme is its shape. It has very 
good proportions. But, he says, what’s not to like? The worst thing? 
Parking, no hesitation. He says it is just too big for the size of the 
modern parking bays. 
 
Graeme has owned the Hudson sin 2008 and has been to Rallys in 
Canberra, Shepparton, Stanthorpe and Goulburn and is very disap-
pointed not to be going to this year’s Hudson rally due to the border 
closures.  
There are other vehicles under Graeme’s protection, but we may 
talk about them another time. Thank you Graeme for sharing this 
interesting story and we look forward to seeing you back on the road soon. 
 

I recently was asked if I knew much about Herbert H. BAYLEY by interested persons and about the Bus Line that he 
operated in the Hamilton area.  Unfortunately a lot of his early history in regard to the Hamilton area is not known 
(as yet) but I intend to keep digging as he was one of Hamilton's characters. 

Prior to WWI all we know is that for some 8 years he drove around the Western District and the Melbourne area, 
but we don't know for whom. 

During WWI he enlisted as a transport driver and post this we again don't know what he got involved in. 

In 1921 he was working for E. G. Dawson's Vulcanising works which was situated at 67 Thompson Street (Gray 
Street end of the current Homeflair premises – where the carpet section is as of now) and in 1923 he purchased 
the business. 

In April of 1924 he became the Manager of S. A. Cheney – Chevrolet & Oldsmobile Dealer – in Gray Street (now the 
Wannon Water Building next to the ANZ Bank) and I have a photo of him there with a car driven by Francis Birtles. 

When J. R. Slorach bought out S. A. Cheney in 1926 (later to move to his well-known site) Herb. Bayley goes missing 
once again. 

During my research on the 'Garages of Hamilton' I found that he again appears in the Hamilton 'Spectator' as sell-
ing used cars, repairs and spray painting thereof in 1931 out of a building in Mt. Napier Road (not known where). 

In 1935 he was selling Studebaker cars and trucks out of a garage on the corner of Gray & Cox Streets (the Laundry-
mat site as of now), but I don't know if he built it or not as it is listed in the records of the Hamilton History Centre 
as previously owned by the Beaurepaire Tyre Company, so perhaps he just took it over when it became vacant. 

At this time he also purchased 3 Studebaker Buses and started transporting people all over the Western District.  
During 1936 he was charging 5 shillings for a return trip to Portland. 

In 1938 he vacated the Garage and it was taken over by the Sanders Family who tried to sell DKW vehicles as well 
as doing automobile repair work and Herb. stored his buses at the rear of the garage and behind his home in Cox 
Street which was next door. 

During WWII he operated his buses throughout the Western District and because petrol was severely rationed he 
run them by Gas Producers as can be seen by the 1940's photo of his buses (the one on the left hand side of the 
photo) that were in Colac for a Fire Brigade demonstration. 

Things that turn up ...           Doug Palmer 
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In December of 1949 he purchased 4 brand new 
Bedford 'All-Vision' Buses (the flat front variety) 
and conducted tours throughout the District, 
but I have not been able to find out when his 
business ceased to function or what happened 
to him afterwards. 

The Garage was taken over by Beaurepaires 
once again and they remained there until they 
moved down to the Cox/French Streets site. 

The reason for this story is that although I have 
photographs of his buses and of the Garage 
when the Sanders' operated from it I had not 
been able to find one from the Bayley time until 
just recently members of the Warburton Family 
placed the photo, shown here, on a Website a 
couple of months ago and although it is of no 
great clarity it clearly shows that Herb. Bayley 
occupied it.  There was also a receipt from that 
Family to show that in June of 1936 they had 
hired one of his buses for the grand sum of  7 
pounds, 10 shillings. 

So maybe yet some one will get in touch with 
me and fill in the rest of His story. 

       
     

THINGS  THAT  TURN  UP     cont.      Doug Palmer 

Interesting bits and pieces from others: 

 

Sidelights Newsletter July Edition has an interesting his-
tory of the General Motors Holden. 

Friendship is when people know all about you but like 
you anyway. 

The Morris Register are running virtual rallys via a Face-
book page. It has been quite successful it seems. 

Have a look at you tube-who moved my cheese. 

Backfire May Issue-A joke for Covid19: To go to the gro-
cery store, they said that wearing gloves and a mask 
was enough. They lied-everyone else had clothes on! 

 

GLOBAL OBSERVANCES 2020 

 

4th July   International Day of Cooperatives 

11th July  World Population Day 

12th July  Malala Day 

15th July  World Youth Skills Day 

18th July  Nelson Mandela International Day 

28th July  World Hepatitis Day 

30th July  International Day of Friendship  
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        Name: Jeanne and Peter Pollock 

        Make: Cadillac 

        Model: Series 62, Town Sedan 

        Year: 1961 

        Engine: 390 cubic inch V8 

        Colour: Teal and white 

        Transmission: 4 speed auto 

        Brakes: 4x wheel boosted drum brakes 

         

        Peter and Jeanne are two of the younger members of our club and       have been with us for around 6-7years 
now. Peter,  in fact sponsored me when I joined in 2015. He has been into cars from a very young age and bought 
his Charger when he was in his early 20’s.  Jeanne also loves her cars, having maybe caught the bug from her fa-
ther, as he has a very collectable vehicle in his shed that emerges on the odd occasion. 

Jeanne had been looking for a car, a cool car, collectable, be seen in sort of car. Her and Pete had been casually 
scrolling on line and she really liked the look of the Cadillac de Ville. Why? Because the back of it looked good 
with the tail fins and she liked all the chrome! Not 
long after, they were driving in town (Hamilton), 
when they spotted this Town Sedan sitting in a 
driveway. They had a bit of a discussion and 
knowing who’s home it was, they rang his son a 
couple of days later. They then went and knocked 
on the door, made an offer and ended up the new 
owner of a 1961 Cadillac Series 62 Town Sedan of 
which General Motors only produced 3,756. 

The car is Jeanne’s baby, but Peter is doing the 
bulk of the restoration. Jeanne says she is allowed 
to help but peter is very particular about how 
things are done and how they are finished, that 
she gets the easy jobs and the lackey jobs like pol-
ishing and sanding. 

The car was purchased in November, 2018, but after being trailered to dad’s shed, it sat there for twelve months 
with no work being done on it. Work didn’t really start seriously until it was wanted for a wedding in October this 
year. Pete might be looking at some long weekends and a few late nights. So it was taken out to his workshop 
where progress is ticking along. 

At purchase, some preparation work had been done to restore the car to pristine condition, but due to other 
commitments, it was abandoned and left sitting. He had made a few enquiries but got no further. The paint had 
been stripped back and some sanding done, the windows were all broken and there was no interior lining. All the 
chrome work was luckily still with the vehicle. (Picture shows car as it was when bought). 

Since work has begun in earnest the upholstery of the seats has been done by Wayne Picken who has also recent-
ly fitted the door linings after Peter had completed their repaint. Peter is doing the painting himself and the car 
will be teal blue and white as per Jeanne’s wishes.  She says he had painted the doors but was not happy with the 
finish so started from scratch and redid them.  Hopefully that doesn’t happen too often or it won’t make the wed-
ding! Perhaps Jeanne might get some more interesting jobs as the deadline gets nearer. Most of the panels have 
now been painted, the dash has been refitted and Peter says he has just ordered air ride suspension. (I hope the 
bride doesn’t get seasick). 

The vehicle, being of American origin, is left hand drive and I asked Jeanne how she felt about driving from the 
wrong side. She said she would just have to get used to it and if she didn’t too bad, she had no choice. 

My Car 
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A short personal profile. 

Jeanne was born in Warrnambool and grew up in Hexham while Peter was born in Hamilton and they now have a 
lovely home in Branxholme. They share the passion for old cars and enjoy getting together with friends, both so-
cially and for sport. They both enjoy playing mixed netball and Jeanne is an A Grade netballer. She likes reading, 
music and has good people skills. Peter focuses mostly on his work and likes to know that he has done a good job. 
He likes a challenge. 

Jeanne is a Registered Nurse and Peter a Sheet Metal Fabricator. 

Likes: Family and friends-they make her happy. 

Dislikes: Dirty socks on the floor (I wonder whose those might be?) 

Other cars owned : Jeanne has a 1966 Mini Panel Van in pieces in dad’s shed. Another project waiting in the wings. 
She drives a 2013 Nissan Dualis and her first car was a 1995 Suzuki Vitara. 

Peter owns a 1972 Valiant Charger that his mother lusts after and he drives a (piece of shit-Jeanne’s words) BA 
Ford Falcon Ute. His first car was a 1966 VC Valiant that was to be a resto job, but the previous owner had botched 
the attempt he had made, making it beyond worth the effort. His first road vehicle was a 1990 Hilux. 

Is there any other vehicle on the wish list? A 1957 Chevvy Bel Air.  

I reckon Peter’s next project might be a bigger shed to put all these vehicles in and if they keep buying more, an 
even bigger one might be the go.  

Good luck with the restoration and hope you get done in time for the wedding. Otherwise, we look forward to see-
ing it on the road and perhaps on a run or two with the club. 

Thank you, Jeanne for talking with me and sharing some of your personal information also. 

Some members from WA were planning a long  trip from Bunbury  to Wagga when 

the rally was suddenly postponed until next year. 

For the fear of missing out one of the entrants began a virtual post on Facebook  

taking us all on a journey day by day as they had planned. 

All the cars ran perfectly. They had no breakdowns! Didn’t use  much petrol 

Hello Hillmanites. 

Car: 1966 Hillman Gazelle 

Today would have been the start of our Journey from Bunbury Western Australia to Wagga Wagga NSW for the 

15th National Hillman Rally. The first leg was from Bunbury to Perth to meet up with other WA cars making the 

Journey. Would love to see posts showing others "virtual" trip and will see you all in 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Peter and I had been planning to join these cars at Wodonga and travel to Wagga. 

Virtual trip  WA - WAGGA for the National Hillman Rally in May 
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In 1994 the RACV Chief Engineer, Ron de Forest, retired 926 years ago) and was asked to rate the best ten and 

worst ten cars of his forty odd years with the RACV. Here is the Herald Sun report of his assessments. All of these 

vehicles may be classified as “Historic” by todays classification and some of us will have fond memories of some 

of them. (the Mini especially) 

 

              

Exhaust Notes 

 

Minis at the National Motor Museum SA 
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Wheely good read 

Pre-coronavirus restrictions, Pastor 

Mark Brinkmann of Grace Lutheran 

Church in Redcliffe, Queensland, 

caught up on some essential reading 

at the Wheels of the Century Auto-

motive Show at Redcliffe Show-

ground, beside his classic Ford Fair-

lane.  

Mark is a member of  our club and 

the son of Wally Brinkmann 

Exhaust Notes cont. 

Interesting to 

note what the 

“Big Four:” 
were thinking 

back in 1994! 

Found on Facebook 

A father said to his son: You graduated with honours, here is a car 

that I acquired many years ago ... it is several years old. But before I 

give it to you, take it to the used car lot downtown and tell them I 

want to sell it and see how much they offer you. 

The son went to the used car lot, returned to his father and said, 

"They offered me $ 1,000 because it looks very worn out." 

The father said, "Take him to the pawn shop. 

" The son went to the pawn shop, returned to his father and said, 

"The pawn shop offered $ 100 because it was a very old car." 

The father asked his son to go to a car club and show them the car. 

The son took the car to the club, returned and told his father: 

“Some people in the club offered $ 100,000 for it, since it is a Nis-

san Skyline R34, iconic car and sought after by many. 

The father said to his son, "I wanted you to know that the right 

place values you the right way." ... 

If you are not valued, do not be angry, it means that you are in the 

wrong place. Those who know your value are those who appreciate 

you, and never stay in a place where no one sees your val-

ue. #respect 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/respect?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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A bit of Hamilton History with vintage scenes. Our town has undergone significant 

changes since these were taken! 

Congratulations to our Editor Lorraine who was recently ”Zoomed” into the 

position of President of the Rotary Club of Hamilton North, May she enjoy a 

successful Rotary year! 

Up Balmoral way, Geoff Graham is giving the kangaroos another chance, having added another Honda to his fleet. 

Perhaps this will be a much more nimble version on the road! 

Federation have advised that the Bendigo Swap has been cancelled for 2020, Our booking of site 16 has been held 

over until November 2021 when hopefully. we will be more or less normal again!  
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


