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In this issue 

• Calendar of events includes Club Captain’s Report   

• Invitation events from other clubs  

All events are cancelled until further notice 

• President’s report 

• This and That 

• My Car  

• The Hudson Motor Company 

• Snippets from other clubs 

• A short trivia quiz. 

• The Things That turn up Unexpectedly cont.  

• Exhaust Notes 

 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

NEWSLETTER JUNE  2020 

 

Hamilton Botanic Gardens are worth a visit. 

Our Annual Queens Birthday 

Rally has been cancelled for 

2020.  See you next year. 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh


 

2                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter June 2020  

Committee 2019-20 
  

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Vacant  

TREASURER John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER VACANT  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWEEK 

VACANT 

VACANT 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Dennis Dawson 

Warrick Hanstead 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 328 622 

0417 865 048 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an illness, 

death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

 

Denis Polack 55723284 Chairman 

Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Russell Ward 0412 407 893 

Robert Brody 0458 252 226 

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is available 

on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

 

 

Club meetings and events will resume when deemed safe  and restrictions on gatherings 
are lifted to a level that enables us to meet. 

 
 

President’s Report           Richard Neaves     

,  

 

Hello fellow members, how are you all enjoying the corona virus isolation, I personally hope it does not 

last too much longer and they can relax the situation. 

 The club has purchased new second-hand chairs to replace our outdated club chairs, so in the near fu-

ture some minor cleaning will need to be done to bring then back to perfect condition. A special thanks 

to Russell for his computer surfing and Doug for assisting in their transportation to the club rooms.  

On a sad note John Aitkin passed away, John was a well-respected past member of our club, our condo-

lences go out Marlene and families on their loss.  

Please keep looking at your emails to keep in touch with the club news etc., if you have any enquires on 

club related issues, please give the executive members a call. The committee has  had a couple of catch 

ups on Zoom but meeting as a club is still not allowed. 

Until next month happy motoring and keep well. 
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SEPTEMBER 

DATE          EVENT                                                                          CONTACT 

13-19th         Hudson Essex Terraplane 2020 Ipswich National Meet.  hetnrqld@gmail.com 

13th              Shepparton Swap Meet.                                              http://gvmvdc.com.au  (under Club Events). 

 

OCTOBER 

DATE          EVENT                                                                         CONTACT 

 

2-4th      Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 2020 Rally    Dean Robertson  rally@wmhvs.org.au      

TBC         Singer Car Club Border Bash to Western District Silo Trail     Andy Bull 0431551242 OR  

                                                                                                                        andrewbull5@optusnet.com.au 

24-25th          Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb                                                       Andy Bull 0431551242 OR  

                                                                                                                        andrewbull5@optusnet.com.au 

BAY TO BIRDWOOD website: http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020 

2021 

BENZINEBENDE in BOKHOVEN (Netherlands)      Rudi Arends, Secretary, DSOC. Tel: 0031 594249256  OR 
arends77@hetnet.nl.  

APRIL 

7-21st GVMVDC Central West Rally (Take 2)     julietyr@bigpond.net.au 

 
 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 

DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC SWEEPING THE WORLD  AT THE MOMENT, THE FOLLOW-

ING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE PERSON TO 

CONFIRM GO-AHEADS OR CANCELLATIONS.        

A note from the editor         Lorraine Wilson 

In this time of social distancing we have made the deci-

sion that the future issues of the newsletter will be 

emailed only. 

I have been through the registration forms and although 

75 members requested it to be posted I have 28 mem-

bers who have not provided an email address. Unfortu-

nately they will miss out on the next few editions. 

If you know any of the  members who will  

not receive this perhaps you could organise to ring and 

tell them any news or check if they have an email that 

you could forward it to. 

I will ring around to check as some email addresses 

bounce back or tell me their in boxes are full. 

Thanks to the few who have contributed articles. 

Would love to hear from a few other members with 

stories of cars, travels or anything else that might fill 

the pages. 

http://gvmvdc.com.au/
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
mailto:arends77@hetnet.nl
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Well I hope you readers are getting over which probably for most is several weeks of being at home and hoping 

that the time passes reasonably quickly—lam one Of those Il Now that we can fraternise a little bit more it does 

make daily living a lot more enjoyable! 

As some readers do know,' have a 1924 Italian Ceireno model 150S motor car and with all this world shut down 

we here in Australia are not the only ones staying at home. I have been corresponding by e-mail with a fellow 

Ceirano owner in the UK. We both have more time at the moment and he has sent me a picture of his fathers 

ISOS Ceirano motor which iS the same model as my car, This car has quite a history and was gifted to his father 

by his father When in his early 20's. Car was sold after many years and then later purchased back. Years later it 

was in an accident and greatly damaged and required a new body to be built. This has been done and the ne w 

body looks marvellous! A 4 seater sports body in aluminium! 

With all this time on my hands now I decided to 100k into the Ceirano brothers history. There were three broth-

ers and their father was a watchmaker from Cuneo Piedmont Italy. The eldest son was Giovanni, and the next 

son was also Giovanni—I believe not unusual in Italy in those times- and to get over this the eldest son was 

known as Giovanni Battista — and the last son was Matteo. These three brothers were joined by a nephew Ernes-

to. The Ceirano brothers had a car on the marked in Italy for sale in 1898 and they called the "Welleyes" They 

Chose this name as it sounded English and they thought it would sell better. The ceirano brothers were responsi-

ble for establishing the Italian motor industry. In 1899 they sold their basic car industry to 3 men to form the FIAT 

MOTOR COMPANY. These chaps did not hang about and they had the welleyes on the market in 1902 now being 

chain driven instead of the original belt drivel 

Over a period of time of time the Ceirano brothers were responsible for the following makes of cars.  

_ 

The SCAT and the ITALA were raced in the early days having wins in the Targa Florio and either Ernesto or Matteo 

driving, 

It can be seen from all the above that the CCirano brothers were having a busy time establishing different models! 

The February copy of the Automobile has an interesting article on the Spa, initiated by Matteo Ceirano in 1906 and 

was responsible for the 1907 first range of chassis. The company was then employing 300 people for a capacity Of 

300 cars per year. The SPA make vanished when SPA was absorbed by FIAT, in 1925. The first SPA model was de-

signed by Matteo Ceirano. 

 

The SPA Tipo 24 design was interesting .1t was marketed in 1924 and was an inline six of 4426cc capacity. This was 

an up-market machine which had 4 wheel brakes and its outstanding feature was the engine which had 2 over-

head cams operating 4 vertical valves per cylinder. The cam 

RAPID (STAR) 1905—1921 

SCAT 1906m1914 

JUNIOR 1905-A910 

ITALA 

1904 1934 

 

SPA 1906-1924 

 

CEIRANO 

 1920-1930 

This and That           Lloyd Hocking  

1911  SCAT 
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shafts were side by side on the top Of the engine with a neat cover no wider than the engine block! All very tidy 

and only seen on aircraft engines! These SPA cars were of course top of the range and quite expensive. When Cei-

rano joined FIAT later the SPA were discontinued as FIAT had a similar sized model already marketed. The SPA 

would have been in competition. 

 

My Circa 1924 Ceirano 150S & the ISON were imported into Australia in the 1920's but we think than only about 8 

or 9 cars were imported. The Side valve model 150N, 1500cc capacity and 4 cylinder and the ISOS OHV and also 

1500cc capacity were the two models in the mid-1920's The Side valve develops 30bhp and the OHV 40BHP- 

 

the engine of my 150S origianly had a compression ratio of about 5.5 but after restoration the cr. was raised to 6.7, 

My Ceirano pulls like a train in top gear; but could do with close ratio gearbox. 

 

I have just been reading the Ceirano owners Hand Book and I did notice the words that speed on well kept roads 

with a touring body for a Type ISON 60 to 65mph (side valve) and Type 150S 65 to 70mph (OHV) I would not be 

prepared to be behind the wheel of my car at 70mph!l 

 

A Ceirano did run in the Mille Miglia in Italy in the 

1920'sm C a 1000 kilometers racing around Italy at the 

time) I would have liked to read the engine's tune for that 

race!) 

 

Ceirano motor cars were sold in England in the 1920's by 

the agent NEWTON and were known as Newton Cerianos 

 

 

 

 

 

With all this spare time the Odd Automobile copy turns up! 

I have just been reading a copy May1987 and here is one 

for the Dodge 4 enthusiasts—A report on the LIK VSCC 

Wessex trial— -March 14th -15th 1987.  

 

A keen trials entrant driving his 1918 Dodge 4. Towards the 

end of the day the Dodge 4 converted itself to a Dodge 3 

by breaking a con-rod. The driver removed the piston and 

various bits of rod and the car continued the trial not a 

"mite affected"— apart from its 3 cylinder sound, but got 

up the hills just the same!!   What a Car!! 

Entry #14 at the first Mille Miglia race in Italia 

on 27 Marz 1927 was an OM 665 Sport driven 

by Ferdinando Minoia and Giuseppe Morand  

 DID YOU KNOW?     I only just found this out ! 

If  you look at your car's dash, and to the fuel pump symbol specifically, there should be 

an arrow. That arrow should be pointing to either the left or right and it's supposed to 

indicate which side your petrol tank is actually on. That's right, without even leaving the 

vehicle.  
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Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 

• We are very thankful to live where we do! 

When you are at the end of your rope, tie a knot and 
hold on-Theodore Roosevelt. 

SIDELIGHTS (Mornington Peninsula) 

• I got complimented on my parking today. Someone 
left a note that said PARKING FINE. 

• Page 2 of their newsletter has a picture of a novel 
face mask for use during Covid19. 

Features on cars no longer seen-suicide doors, ashtrays, 
bench seats, cigarette lighters, crank windows, horn 
rings, foot dimmer switch, hood ornaments, vent win-
dows, pop-up headlights, tail fins. 

Vintage & Classic Car Club Ballarat Inc. 

• The problem with automatic cars is that they’re still 
being driven by manual brains-P.K.Shaw. 

Club secretary, Damian O’Doherty says take a look at a 
film called “Crypt of Tears”. He thinks it’s a bit corny, 
but has good cars in it. It stars Ms Phryne Fisher. 

BACKFIRE (WDHVC Geelong) 

• I just had my physical. The doctor said: “Don’t eat 
anything fatty”.  I said: “Like bacon and burgers?”  He 
said: “No fatty, don’t eat anything!” 

This club also includes a “Member Profile” each edition. 
Does anyone think this might be a good idea for our 
club to take on? I think it might be a bit of fun. 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 

Featured a couple of articles and photographs of inter-
est and fun value-Pick the movie this car starred in. 
Iconic movie vehicles. What was the most popular car 
the year you were born. 

THINGS OTHERS ARE DOING DURING “LOCKDOWN” 

1. Fishing/camping in the back garden 

2. Quoits in the passage 

3. Saucepan ball toss 

4. Using ZOOM for meetings with mixed results 

5. Footpath chalk articles 

6. Telling /sharing jokes 

7. Telling riddles 

8. Woodwork with grandchildren 

9. Wordsearch 

Gardening 

GLOBAL OBSERVANCES 2020 (JUNE) 

MON 1st   Global Day of Parents 

FRI 5th   World Environment Day 

MON 8th        World Oceans Day 

SUN 14th  World Blood Donor Day 

WED 17th  World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought 

SAT 20th World Refugee Day 

SUN 21st  International Day of Yoga 

TUE 23rd  International Widow’s Day 

FRI 26th International Day in Support of Victims of 
Torture 

TUE 30th  International Asteroid Day 

 

 

Snippets from other newsletters           

 

Tips for the garden—Sharpen the secateurs! The first chore, in all but frosty areas, is rose pruning. Be bold, leaving only an 

open framework of three or four main stems. Spray these and the surrounding soil with lime sulfur to clean up pests and dis-

eases. 

Other plants to prune when bare include hydrangeas, wisteria and grapes.  

https://www.homestolove.com.au/5-exciting-new-hydrangea-varieties-4409
https://www.homestolove.com.au/plant-guide-wisteria-9531
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Name: Graeme and Liz McDonald 
Make: Hudson Super Six four door sedan 
Year: 1949 
Colour: Jet Blue 
Engine: 262 side valve flat head straight six 
Transmission: 3 speed manual (on the column) with electric overdrive 
Brakes: Hydraulic 
 
Following existing protocol for social distancing due to the Coronavirus pandemic 
sweeping the globe, a very pleasant chat was had nonetheless. 
 
We did however take time to reflect on our ANZACs and Graeme mentioned his 
sons having some of their World War Two vehicles on display at the front of their 
properties as a mark of respect for all those who have served our country. 
 
Getting back to current events! Our lives have been put on hold to a certain extent, 
but opportunities have also been opened up if we like to take advantage of them, 
as Graeme is now doing. We can’t take our cars out and about, so Graeme is in-
stalling a new set of valves in the Hudson while it is sitting idle.  
 
I have always admired this car myself and asked Graeme why a Hudson. He says he fell in love with the Hudson in 
1949 when as a thirteen year old his best friend’s father brought the first one into Melbourne. He says many 
outings were taken in that car as the families were great friends and up to seven people could fit in and have a 
great time. They spent many happy hours in and around that vehicle. 
 
It then took almost 60 years for Graeme to eventually own one himself. His seventieth birthday found him with a 
Hudson of his own, but disappointment-it was only on the top of his birthday cake. Although the gesture was 
made with love, it was not the real thing, so Liz said “Graeme, go and buy yourself one”. And he did. 
 

 

My Car              Pam Pollock 

Trivia 
1.  Where was the fortune cookie invented? 
2. What is the cross between a donkey and a zebra 

known as? 
3. Which European country has 158 verses to its 

national anthem?  
4. Native to the Caribbean, what sort of animal is 

the mountain chicken 

5. What is the most common colour of toilet paper 
in France? 

6. If you dug a hole through the centre of the earth 
starting from Wellington in New Zealand, which 
European country would you end up in? 

7. What is the collective noun for a group of uni-
corns? 

8. The average person does what thirteen times a 
day?  
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The Hudson Motor Car Company was founded in Detroit, Michigan, USA, In 1909 and continued until 1954 when 
they merged with Nash-Kelvinator to form American Motors Corporation (AMC). The Hudson name continued 
through the 1957 model year and was then discontinued. 

The company was founded by Howard Coffin, George Dunham and Roy 
Chapin, but largely funded by department store owner Joseph L. Hud-
son. 

One year after inception, 1910, the company was the 11th largest in 
America and quite advanced for their time.  

Some innovations included models being “enclosed”, sealing out the 
weather. This even included the earlier models. The steering wheel was 
placed on the left with hand levers in the middle. GM’s self starter was 
adopted way before other manufacturers took it on board making cars 
easier and safer to start. 

Hudson had the first balanced crankshaft. It smoothed the idle and al-
lowed the engine to rev higher. This was used in the straight six. 

Other firsts- dual brakes, oil pressure and generator warning lights on 
the dashboard. The early cork clutch of the Hudson made for smooth-
ness and durability. 

1919 saw the arrival of the steel bodied, affordable Essex.Built with the 
enclosed body and made to compete with Ford and Chevrolet it sold 
well.  

By 1929, Hudson had become the third largest automaker in the USA 
behind Ford and Chevrolet. 

The company peaked in 1929, selling 300,000 Hudson and Essex cars 
worldwide.  

Although popular and inexpensive, the Great Depression had a signifi-
cant impact on the company. 

1932 saw the introduction of an eight cylinder engine and Essex being 
replaced by the Terraplane, but sales remained slow due to the econo-
my. 

1932 re-styled cars were Essex-Terraplanes, 1934 saw them as just Ter-
raplanes and in 1938 the line was re-named Hudson 112. Cars were now 
being built in Canada. 

1935-38 saw Essex-Terraplane and Hudson models come with a column 
mounted electro-mechanical shifter (Electric Hand) replacing the floor 
shift but still requiring use of the clutch. 

1936 saw the introduction of “radial safety control” or “rythmic ride” 
suspension. This gave a smoother ride whilst maintaining directional 
stability. The cars were much larger than their rivals. Engines ranged 
from 93 to 124 horse power and the column shift allowed for more front 
seat space. 

Production numbers dropped considerably in 1938. Some cost cutting efforts had been made to increase sales , but 
the cars still were more expensive than Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth. 

1940 saw the radial safety control suspension replaced with an independent front suspension, unusual in the price 
range.  

1942 Hudson introduced the drive master transmission, giving choice of manual shifting, manual shifting with auto-
matic clutch, and fully automatic shifting.It was dubbed Super-Matic when coupled to the automatic overdrive. 

THE HUDSON MOTOR CAR COMPANY    Sourced-  Allpar.com.                       Pam Pollock 
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UPDATED ADVICE – ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLUB PERMIT RENEWALS  

AND CLUB PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

I refer to recent contact about arrangements for club permit renewals, and my advice that permit should only be 

paid through mailing the renewals to VicRoads. I would like to update this advice. 

As you are aware, a number of queries have been made about the availability of payments by credit card, given 

that many people no longer have cheque books and money orders have a purchase cost. 

After some discussion today, it has been determined that: 

·       Whilst they remain open, VicRoads Customer Service Centres will continue to accept payment for 

club permit renewals. 

·       If permit holders do not wish to attend a customer service centre, they can continue to renew per-

mits though mailing the renewal to VicRoads, GPO Box 1644 Melbourne 3001 

The renewal process is described on VicRoads’ website. 

Queries have also been received about applications for new permits.  The process for applying for new permits has 

not changed, and is described on VicRoads’ website. https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/  

New club permits can continue to be applied for at VicRoads’ Customer Service Centres. 

John Lewis Principal Practice Advisor - Registration and Licensing VicRoads 

This system was used until 1951 when they started bying GM auto transmissions to replace the expensive compli-
cated feature. 

The Commodore was introduced in 1941 and production resumed in 1946 after WW11. 

1948 it received “step down” styling and was discontinued in 1952. 

HUDSON won many events including Hill Climbing that highlighted economy and speed all of which did not help the 
ailing company. 

Hudson converted their factories for the war effort to make war materials and many military boats were powered 
by Hudson Invader engines. 

After the war, manufacturers were bringing out new styles. Hudson competed well for a while until constant styling 
changes became essential. 

1946 saw the Hudson Super and a cross between a car and a truck- the Carrier Six. 

1948-Super Six was a foot lower than most competitors , but kept the same interior space. This design was a major 
advance as it lowered the centre of gravity, improving cornering and safety. 

The Hudson Hornet’s advanced design, low centre of gravity, dual carbed engine provided power to go against Gms 
v8s.They were successful at NASCAR which may have helped with sales. 

1953-54 saw the Wasp and the Jet being sold. Lack of restyling due to lack of money affected sales even though it 
was a good design. The Jet did not sell well and so did not do well for the company. It was too heavy, too dear com-
pared to the competition and was dropped in favour of the Nash Rambler in the AMC merger. 

Hudson refused to bring out a modern V8 engine adding to the downfall. A bleak long term outlook and continuing 
losses led to the merge with Nash. The merger took place in 1954 to become AMC. A new line of Wasps and Hor-
nets were introduced in 1955, but were not popular (old made new). All cars were renamed Nash. Shortly after, 
they became Rambler and then AMC.AMC was then bought out by Chrysler in 1989. 

Sourced-  Allpar.com 

Trivia answers 

1. San Francisco 

2. Zeedonk 

3. Greece 

4. Frog    

5. Pink 

6. Spain 

7. A blessing of unicorns 

8. Laugh 

 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
Allpar.com
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This month we welcome new members Graham 

and Wilma Trounce with a 1960 Ford Zephyr Mk 

11 Station Wagon. Graham has long been part of 

the Hamilton automotive scene as a salesman 

with D S Taylor motors with regular radio specials 

on 3HA each morning and active involvement in 

rallying. We look forward to the company of Gra-

ham and Wilma and the Zephyr when we all offi-

cially hit the road again. 

Had we been in “normal’ mode we would now be talking about our Annual Rally, including a visit to Nareen 

Homestead as planned. But, of course we will have to wait until next year. We recall Nareen as the former home 

of out late Federal Member and Prime Minister, Malcolm Fraser. Malcolm Fraser was among other things a mo-

toring enthusiast with a particular passion for the Lancia marque. He was the Patron of the Lancia Club   and his 

involvement in the automotive scene resulted in some exotic machines appearing at the Nareen property on occa-

sions  

Warrick Hansted has located a photograph of the Lancia Flaminia Zagato Sport that Malcolm restored. ( it was for 

sale somewhere on the internet at an asking price of 650,000 Euros) It is indeed a very rare and attractive piece of 

Italian art.  

On the left is the Lancia Flaminia as advertised. On the right is Malcolm Fraser at Nareen behind the wheel of a 

1933 Alfa Romeo 8C 2300B with racing driver Alan Moffat. The car was owned by Lance Dixon. 

Malcolm may well have gained an appreciation of quality cars from his father, Neville who reportedly drive a 

Delage during the 1920’s lamented during hard times on his Riverina property that he had spent the value of two 

Rolls- Royces on fodder to keep his Merinos alive. Neville Fraser bought the Nareen property around 1945.  

 Geoff Sharrock is on the mend after being rewired and we hope the new pacemaker keeps everything firing in the 

correct sequence.       

Condolences to member Andrew Anson and family on the passing of his mum Margaret.  

Life has been a little different. Many members travel plans have had to be put on hold and some have been catch-

ing up on jobs around the home. Many gardens are looking well tended, drawers and cupboards sorted, coats of 

paint on rooms and windows , paperwork caught up on, sewing, reading, zooming in on meetings etc.       

A few members have had to have celebrations in isolation so Happy Birthday, Anniversary whatever. Soon you will 

be able to break out with a few more friends and family. But in the meantime #Stay Safe. 

 

Exhaust Notes              
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Another business that I had collected information on was 
the Walter Bros. Garage, in Lonsdale Street, that started in 
July of 1927 selling Bean Cars and Trucks, Clyno, Stutz, Rug-
by Cars and Trucks. 

The garage was on the end of the Walter Bros. Chaff Mill 
(where L. A. Walker was at a later stage) and it was one of 
the sons who decided to enter the motoring business. 

In 1927 the garage was re-named Massey Motors (because 
they started selling Massey-Harris Farm Equipment) but it 
reverted to its original name after two years and continued 
that way until the start of the Second World War. 

I thought that finding a photo of that garage was highly un-
likely until my friend, Bob Downes, gave me some old glass negatives that had been recovered from an old shed in 
Coleraine Road and on having them re-developed there appeared a shot of a 1932 football match being played on 
Melville Oval.  It was taken from the grandstand and as good cameras in those days were of perfect clarity in fore-
ground and background, at the same time, there along Lonsdale Street (in the background) was shots of all the 
businesses at the time, and on the left hand side of the print was the Walter Bros. Garage. 

Sometime later I was handed a photo of the whole of the Walter Bros. Buildings and on the extreme right hand 
side of the shot was the 'Massey Motors' business that only operated under that name for two years. 

So you can win things 'some of the time, but not all of the time'.    

 

Further to my article in the last Newsletter re photos that turn up without notice for my collection of 'The Motor 
Garages of Hamilton' stories here is another story. 

Way back in 1901 a certain Ernest Leitch & Co., of Melbourne, set up a shop in Gray Street to sell his Leitch Cycles, 
Motor Cycles, of various makes, and Vinot Motor Cars and he appointed a Mr. Neil McDonald to manage it.  The 
shop which is where 'Subway' is now situated operated very successfully until it was sold in 1911 to a Mr. Don Ri-
ley (Leitch Cycle Depot), but we don't know how many Vinot (French) cars were sold as in those early days the 
members of the general public were struggling to exist, let alone buy a motor car, but as we all know Hamilton was 
the centre of the wool industry at that time so those that could afford a motor vehicle were the many very rich 
Graziers surrounding the City. 

I have a photo of a Vinot car that was supposedly purchased by one of these Graziers from Hamilton but as this 
make of car sold by several agents (mostly Stock & Station) it is not known from whom. 

Neil McDonald realising that any body travelling around the district needed to do so in as much comfort, and 
speed, as possible decided to purchase a vehicle and hire it out to those needing to get around Western District so 
in 1905 he journeyed to Melbourne and came back with a 12 h.p. Benz Tourer.  He knew that the vehicle would 
have to travel the many muddy roads, cross creeks and climb the hills around Coleraine and Tahara without break-
ing down. 

The Benz became a hit with the business men around the City and was nearly always out on a trip somewhere.  I 
have even been supplied with the copy of a letter written by a family who hired the vehicle and drove it from Con-
dah to Merino “in great comfort as it handled all obstacles on the trip without stopping once”. 

As the vehicle was so popular he decided to purchase another so a 12 hp. Darracq joined the fleet in 1906.  Just as 
an aside Mr. McDonald also dabbled (successfully) with the new-fangled motion picture industry and operated 
'Leitch Pictures' in the Lyric Theatre (Gray Street – next door to Riley's Garage) and the Town Hall for many years 
after giving the motoring industry away. 

He then decided that as the vehicles were so popular he needed a mechanic to service them and as there was no 
room at the back of the Gray Street shop to do this he had a special garage built at the rear of what is now 
'Homeflair' in Thompson Street.  His mechanic also serviced other vehicles from around the district.  In May of 
1912 Mr. McDonald sold the garage to other persons and concentrated solely on the motion picture industry in 
Hamilton and District. 

Things that turn up unexpectedly                                     Doug Palmer   
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Crawford present day homestead 

ADVERTISERS  

We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 

Several years ago the Hamilton 'Spectator' received a short note, accompanied by a photo of the Benz, from the 
McDonald Family in Melbourne requesting any information about Neil's  business in Hamilton and this was 
passed on to me so I was able to give them the complete history. 

The photos are of the Benz and the Darracq owned by him.  
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


