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In this issue 

• Calendar of event/Club Captain’s Report 

• Invitation events 

• Presidents report 

• Vale John Corcoran 

• My Car  

• This and That 

• Exhaust Notes 

• May  Concourse -Pastoral Museum Open Day 

• May Mid week run  to Balmoral  

• Minutes of the May meeting 

• Nomination Forms  for AGM in July 

• Do you really need another car? 

• Queens Birthday Rally 

 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/ 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2019 

 

There will be no newsletter in July. Our Calendar until August will be as up to date as possible in 

this issue. Please  contact the Secretary or President for further information. 

Vale John Corcoran 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2018-19 
 

Welcome to New Members 

Dean and Julie Thompson 1926 Chevrolet Ute 

Stuart and Erin McDonald 1926 Chevrolet Tourer 

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY:  

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Vacant  

TREASURER:  John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Kaye Jenkins / Reg  55 723058  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWK 

Doug Palmer  

Graeme Ralph  

55721070         0409 010 730  

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Gus Kuilboer  

Robert Brody 

Robert Fraser 

Russell Ward 

0418 344 390  

55725083  0427 507 693 

55724365  

0458 252 226 

55 788 257 

0412 407 893 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an ill-

ness, death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves,  

John Corcoran  

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0409 850 676  

55 725 083  0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is avail-

able on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2019 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@ 7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

 A very big 'thank-you' to all who supported one of the most successful QBW Rally's ever run by our club.  
The publicity received stands this Club as one best in country Victoria with a huge number of visitors 
stating “we will see you next year” as they departed.  Doug Palmer  

Friday 

June 21 

 

Annual Dinner and Presentation - this will be held at the clubrooms and catered for by the club. RSVP 

attendance for catering purposes to Lorraine Wilson 0427724572 by Monday 18 June.   Cost $10 per 

head. 6:30pm BYO there may be some alcohol left over from the rally. 

June 23 No run due to QB rally 

Wednesday 

June 26 

 

It is planned to visit an impressive sheep stud, with panoramic Grampians views, near Cavendish. As-

semble at the Clubrooms at 1.00 pm for a 1.30pm departure. BYO afternoon tea to share. Tea, coffee 

and hot water available. Rob Brody is the coordinator. 

July 19 

Friday 

Club AGM—Please consider nominating for committee positions. Current committee is looking for 

replacements.  Meeting starts at 7:30pm 

July 21 

Sunday 

We will be visiting the Crawford property called 'Sierra Park' (at the edge of the Grampians) where we 
will be hearing a history of the area and about its world-renown Super-fine Merino Wool production.  
Many thanks to Wal Brinkmann for helping out with this one. 

There will be hot water available and all you have to bring is a chair to sit upon, afternoon tea (to share) 
and your friendly face to make it a great day. 

We will gather at the Clubrooms at 1.00p.m. for a 1.30p.m. departure and the building will be open if 
you wish to have a cuppa and/or some lunch prior to leaving. 

Wednesday 

July 31 

Local run  for afternoon tea at Pierrepoint Wines  Meet 1:00pm for 1:30pm departure (Rob Brody organ-

ising) 

Friday  

August 16 th  

General meeting 

Sunday 

August 18th 

For Sunday, August the 18th Robert Brody and myself are trying to organise a full-day run into the 
Moyston area where a new museum of vehicles has been opened recently.  If this is successfully com-
pleted we will be travelling out to Willaura and turning left from there so please bring everything you 
will need for a Club Picnic Lunch (venue to be decided). 

We may leave the Clubrooms at 10:00 am. for this one, but we will keep you posted on this.  This will be 
my last effort as your Club Captain as I will not be re-nominating for the position at the Annual General 
Meeting so I would like to thank you all for supporting me over the last 4 years. 

Friday 

September 20th  

General meeting 

Sunday  

September  

22nd 

Possible run to Crawford River—”John Corcoran run” TBA 

Wednesday 

September  

25th  

Norm Gravestock has a treat in store for July with a tour to the Corndale area near Casterton. Norm is a 

native of this region and for those of you who came on last year’s ramble to Dunrobin, then an equally 

entertaining day is assured!  Depart clubrooms  TBA 

 There will be an AUGUST NEWSLETTER with details of the events . 
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018/19 

Secretary Pam is providing the editor with a list of events taken from other club  
newsletters and other sources. Please check with her for more information. 

JULY 

14th   Vintage Driver      Naked Radiator Run with VCC 

19-21st  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Veteran Car Club Mid-winter Rally, Inverloch 

28th   Vintage Drivers Club      New members Day 

AUGUST 

3rd    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club Federation Delegates Meeting & AGM 

11th   Triumph Car Club of Victoria     The All Triumph Challenge, Winton   

           Raceway, Maximum 20 entrants.  

17-18th  Bellarine Historic Vehicle Club Inc.    Biannual two day Rally-Power of the Past 

18th   Vintage Driver      Rob Roy Vintage Hill Climb 

24th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club Federation Castlemaine Run 

25th   AOMC        Aussie Classic Car Show, Yarra Valley Racecourse 

25th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Federation Marong Picnic 

25th   Triumph Car Club of Vic Inc.     All Aussie Day, Yarra Glen Racecourse 

30-6th    Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club     HCCA International Tour, Bathurst, NSW  

SEPTEMBER 

6-8th   Vintage Drivers Club      Wedderburn Winter Weekend  

14th   Hudson Essex Terraplane Car Club Vic Inc.  50th Anniversary Dinner,  contact    

           Carol on 0412552580    

29th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Bay to Birdwood 

29-5th    Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club    National High-wheelers Rally, Maryborough 

OCTOBER 

11-13th  VCCC News Ballarat      Motorclassica 

   Vintage Drivers Club      Spirit of the Twenties 

13-19th  Morris Register of Vic Inc.     Early Morris Rally (Pre 1945), Bendigo 

18-20th  VCCC News Ballarat      25th Biennial Rally, Lancia Register, Castlemaine  

NOVEMBER 

16-17th   Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Bendigo Swap Meet 

 

2019-20 POSITIONS VACANT 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine is looking for a rest from this position so if you have the skills then please 

nominate. 

QB RALLY DRECTOR/COMMITTEE  We need some fresh faces and ideas for our next QB Rally 

 

CLUB CAPTAINS Graeme and Betty Ralph will be taking an extended holiday from June so we will need a 

coordinator for the mid- week outings. Anyone willing to assist should contact the Committee. Please 

help if you are able. 

Doug Palmer has also indicated that he will not be nominating for club captain at the AGM. Doug has 

been organising the Sunday runs. 

50TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

We will be celebrating our 50th birthday  in December 2020 so need an organising committee. 
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President’s report            Richard Neaves 

 Newsletters from other clubs 

We are increasingly receiving newsletters from other clubs by email. From now on I will forward these 
to all members via email when I receive them. 
I will not be isolating who wants to receive them. It will be bulk email out to my member list.  Please 
just delete from your email when they arrive if you do not wish to read them. 

 
Newsletters that are received by hard copy will be tabled at our meetings. 
 
The secretary will endeavor to read all newsletters that we receive and compile a list of events that may 
be of interest to members. These will be published in our newsletter hopefully in a timely manner 
 
Members – Don’t forget that other club’s Newsletters are a good place to source your spare parts. 
Many newsletters we receive have lots of things for sale or wanted to buy.  So, if you are looking, these 
newsletters are available for viewing at the clubrooms and some are even on-line. 

Well another month has gone by how time fly’s, and another report to be completed. This past 

month has been very busy, the Pastoral museum had their two day May rally in which we were in-

volved with, helping with the gate admissions. Secondly we held our club concourse which was well 

supported by our members and it will be interesting to hear the results.  

Our June Queens Birthday Rally has been and gone and what a great weekend it was. Over 120 cars. 

Great weather and superb runs made it one of the best. 

On a sad note one of our inaugural and Life member John Corcoran passed away which was a sad 

moment for our club. John was heavily involved over many years in the clubs development, and one 

of his major involvements and achievement, was the building of our new clubrooms which is the 

envy of many surrounding clubs. Our thoughts go out to Jenny, Peter, Robert and Donald. I want 

personally thank all those members who were involved in any way in the catering for John’s funeral 

afternoon tea/tea and the members support with a large turnout of club cars for Johns last club 

run.  

While I’m thanking people thanks to those members who displayed their cars at the Hamilton Race-

course to help HRBA celebrate their Roaring Twenty’s fund raising night which raised around 

$15,000 for Legacy. 

Don’t forget our annual Presentation Night on June 21st. It always a great social night where we 

make presentations to a number of members of our club for their cars and contributions to the 

club. 

Just a reminder the Annual  General Meeting is coming up in July, so give it some serious consider-

ation on how you could contribute to the betterment of our club.  

 Thanks to the small group of members who braved the cold weather to view the hidden treasures 

in garages around Mt Gambier.  

Until next time good health, happy and safe motoring. 



 

6                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter June 2019  

Pastoral Museum Open Days and Concours        

It was a great weekend weather wise for the Pastoral Museum’s  Open Day and the committee put a great deal of work into 

making sure the days went smoothly. The theme for this Open Day was Commercial vehicles and there was quite a display 

from an Ansett Clipper bus to an old bakers van (owned by club member Stuart McDonald. A bit of a difference from the B-

doubles we see on the road today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the two days we had many visitors to our club rooms where we featured  two Austin 7’s and a Lloyd Hockings hillclimber  

in our John Corcoran Workshop. Doug once again rolled out some of his photos of the old garages in Hamilton. Thank you to a 

number of our members who helped man the gates or came to our clubrooms and also entered in the concours. We had quite 

a good display and a a variety of cars  many to be admired by the general public. This year they held a grand parade on both 

days and it was great to see many of our cars participating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also our concours and we had around 25 cars on display. The judges Ian Johnson and Killen had a hard time scoring the 

vehicles.  Results will be known at our Presentation Dinner. It was great to see two restorations under way with Ern Polack 

rebuilding his Terraplane and Denis Polacks  Morris Cowley ute. 
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Midweek run to Balmoral                        Photos Graeme Ralph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a cold and wet Wednesday around 40 members braved the elements and met at the 

Bridge Café  Cavendish for morning tea and then proceeded to Glendinning Homestead 

where we learnt from the current owner about the history and present use of the proper-

ty. We enjoyed a delicious roast lunch at the Balmoral Hotel and some ventured to view 

the closed Iluka mine site while the ladies (and some men) perused the local op shop bag-

ging a few bargains. A trip the lodge at Rocklands with an open fire and a warm cuppa 

rounded off a very enjoyable albeit chilly and wet day. 

Glendinning Homestead and machinery in the huge shed 

Members at lunch at the hotel 

The closed Iluka mine site 
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 VALE JOHN CORCORAN 

John was one of the original 32 foundation members of our club when it 

was established in 1970. 

He was first elected to the committee in 1972. and went on to serve at 

least forty terms in various capacities including least six terms as Club Cap-

tain and four in the position of Vice President. From 1982 to 2000 includ-

ing one record unbroken span of 18 years. 

In 1991 in conjunction with the Club’s 21st birthday celebrations he was 

one of three members awarded Life Membership. 

In the early days of the club John owned a variety of historic cars including 

a Rugby, a FIAT 509, a FIAT 514 and an Austin A105, 

Over the years, his bias towards British cars was obvious, with his stable 

including a 1938 Morris 12, a 1955 MG  ZA Magnette and a 1965 MGB 

Roadster. 

John had a vast mechanical knowledge gained from many years’ experi-

ence in the automotive trade. He completed his apprenticeship with Tom 

Francis motors working on Austin. Morris, Triumph and Toyota. His next 

employer was John Love Datsun where he was workshop foreman for this 

Datsun/Nissan franchise.  

In the mid 1980’s John and Jenny opened their own business, Corcoran’s 

Garage in French Street Hamilton where loyal customers received the ben-

efit of John’s expertise as he repaired and serviced an incredible variety of 

motor vehicles.  

John was an integral part of Hamilton and District V. V. C. Drivers Club, 

ever willing to help any member with repairs, restoration and advice. 

Many of our members have had John’s assistance in some way, at some 

time, in sorting out an issue with their car. He simply loved to help out, to 

get beneath the bonnet of any car to help sort out a problem and to give 

sound advice in the best interests of the welfare of members and their 

historic vehicles. 

Around 2012 when we decided we would build our own Clubrooms at the 

Hamilton Pastoral Museum it was John who stepped up to lead the band of 

enthusiastic member in an all- out drive to fund raise and to physically put in 

place the superb clubrooms that we now enjoy. In recognition of his out-

standing contribution to this undertaking the Club named the workshop sec-

tion of the Clubrooms “The John Corcoran Workshop” 

 

We will be forever grateful for John Corcoran’s selfless service and commit-

ment to our shared passion. 

(A few snaps of John over the years courtesy of Graeme Ralph) 
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MINUTES  GENERAL MEETING  
Held at the Clubrooms Pastoral Museum 

Friday May 17 2019 

 

Meeting opened: 
Attendance: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Apologies: 
  
  
  
  
Minutes of Previous 
Meeting: 

7.39pm. 
Peter Tew, Peter & Lorraine Wilson, Doug Palmer, John Lawson, Lorraine 
Hope, Peter Cay, Dennis Dawson, Rod Potter, Peter Sambell, Dave Falken-
berg, Pam Pollock, Denis Polack, Chris Watt, Wal Brinkmann, Rob Fraser, 
Ern Polack, Kaye Jenkins, Trevor Schultz, Bob Martin, Adrian & Julie Ste-
vens, Rob Brody, Helen Moore, Gus Kuilboer, Bev & Ron Ainger, Brian 
Simkin, Andrew Anson, Michael Woodward, Richard Neaves. 
  
Graeme & Betty Ralph, Nerida White, Craig O’Regan, Lorraine & Mark 
Rye, Tom Beaver, Carol Baudinette, Geoff Sharrock, Warrick Hansted, Ne-
ville Cooper, Roger Moodie, Caroline Woodward, Russell Ward, Bernard 
Andrivon, John & Jenny Corcoran, Reg Jenkins, Kaye Schultz. 
  
Moved:   Doug Palmer  Seconded: Adrian Stevens   Carried 
  

Business Arising Vacuum cleaner has been purchased. 
The power account cost share has been agreed upon. 
A show of hands gives a number of around 25 members intending to partici-
pate in “around the garages” hosted by the Mt Gambier club. Details in 
newsletter. Pam will notify club of attendees. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Outstanding Accts. 

As tabled by Kaye Jenkins. 
Moved: Kaye Jenkins     seconded: Gus Kuilboer  carried 

New Membership 
Applications 

Nil 

Correspondence IN:Many newsletters-Pam read some snippets she thought might be of in-
terest. Newsletters are tabled for those interested. 
Letter of thanks and certificate for participation in Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
(from Model Railway Club) 
OUT:Reply via e-mail of acceptance of power cost share to Pastoral Muse-
um 
Correspondence accepted. 
Moved: Rob Fraser    seconded: Julie Stevens     carried 

Club Captains Report Doug: Please try to help out at the Pastoral Museum Open Days on the 
weekend. 
Don’t forget to polish up your cars and enter in the club concourse on Sun-
day. Cars to be entered by 11.00 a.m. 
We need new club captains or at least helpers. Please think seriously about 
giving it a go. 
The committee needs new faces. 
Don’t forget to either nominate someone you think might be suitable or 
nominate yourself. 

Building Committee Rob Brody reported that the cladding was next but would not be done until 
after the June Rally at least so no materials or rubbish was lying around. 

Federation Report Graeme Ralph attending meeting in Kerang on Saturday. 

Newsletter report Please let Lorraine know if you change your  postal address. 
Lorraine cannot edit or publish the newsletter for July or October so volun-
teers/s are needed please. 
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Rally Report There are about 83 entries to date. 
We will be sharing the premises on the Friday evening, so only using the end 
room. 
We need to be out of the building Monday. 
Cars and crafts on display. 
Marking posts and signs have been made up for cars to park in their decades. 
There will be no guest speaker, but a guest presenter who will walk around 
the tables getting stories from attendees. 
There will be a need for about 10-12 marshalls for the runs- Gus is working 
on getting his team together. 
Portable toilets have been sourced for venues. 
Shaping up well. 

Welfare Officer Doug reported that John Corcoran has become very unwell and has been re-
admitted to the hospital. 
All reports accepted. 
Moved: Lorraine Wilson     seconded: John Lawson     carried 

General Business Prior to the meeting Graeme Geoffries and Glen Sobey spoke re: assistance 
required over the weekend. 
One place only taking money and giving out wrist bands. Gatekeepers are 
checking same and redirecting people to the “bank”. 
All members of clubs who use the facility are to wear their club identifica-
tion. 
Leave one car space in front of the forge. 
Hamilton Brass Band will play on Sunday in front of our double doors. 
Grand parade at 2.00 p.m. Please consider taking part or helping to direct traf-
fic. 
A PA system will work between both campuses. 
Could a couple of volunteers from our club help with judging the commercial 
vehicles. 
Both commended us on our clubrooms and family mindedness. 
From Graeme-Please leave your name if you intend to participate in the run 
to Balmoral on 29th. Numbers are needed for catering. (Approx. 20 responded 
affirmatively). 
He has also committed the club to providing some cars for a static display at 
the Byaduk Spring Flower Show on the First Saturday in November. The pro-
ceeds of the day always go to a good cause. 
Caroline Woodward asks if any vintage cars might be available for the 
HRBA Gala Night on 25th. Only required from 5.30-8p.m. 
Rod and Gayla Homes have volunteered to help with the raffle and marshal-
ling for the Rally. 
STAY Residential are requesting cars to take residents to Bridge Cafe on an 
outing on 13/7/19 from 10-2p.m. Meet at the Showgrounds if you can help. 
Our next meeting is not a meeting as such, but Presentation Night. Could 
you please let committee know at least a week before if you are attending. 
Kaye Jenkins extends the thanks of the RSL for those who made their cars 
and time available on ANZAC day for the Parade. 

Meeting Closed 8.46p.m. 

Guest Speaker Doug Palmer recently visited the beautiful land of New Zealand. Whilst there 
he visited an air show. He showed us some lovely old planes and I am forever 
in awe at the knowledge this man has in his head. He needs no notes, doesn’t 
draw breath, and I am sure gets every detail correct. Amazing. Thank you 
Doug for a very lively and informative presentation. 

Next Meeting Presentation Night. 
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The quarterly Federation meeting was held at Kerang on Saturday 22nd May 2019 at the clubrooms Kerang & Dis-

trict Vintage Motor Club Inc. Reports were given of some very well attended Federation sponsored events.  

The Golden Oldies event in August attracted 61 1920’s Vintage vehicles and toured the North East region including 

Mount Buffalo, Bright, Bandiana and Mount Beauty. John, Margaret and Anne Davis were complimented on the 

outstanding effort that they put into this excellent event. The next Golden Oldies will be in 2021 with new director 

(Anne Davis?) and will most likely cover the Central Victoria area. 

Successful picnics were sponsored at Mortlake, Wunghnu, and Scoresby. It is intended that Mortlake be coordinat-

ed by the Warrnambool Club in 2020. Other participating clubs are encouraged to give assistance, particularly with 

packing up at the end of the day. 

Marong Picnic 25th August –     There is free entry to Federation Clubs members.  Just have it printed in your news-

letter and bring a copy with you.  Other vehicles to go on display will be charged $20.00 each.  Arrive by 10:30am 

and remain on display until at least 2:00pm.  Rotary will be on site with catering.  Veteran or Vintage cars will re-

ceive100 years badges but only one for each vehicle for the year. (AOMC also has chosen this day for another dis-

play.)    

Bendigo to Castlemaine Run August 24th– This event for 2019 will start with breakfast at Bendigo Club rooms. This 

is a great day and more vehicles would be welcome.  Anyone intending to participate should advise Neil Athorn on 

0408033839 for breakfast catering purposes by the 14th August. 

AHMF (Australian Historic Motoring Federation) will be conducting a major National Hub Event in Albury from 28th 

March to 3rd April 2020. This will be a huge event and all historic vehicle enthusiasts are urged to attend. Visit 

ahmf.org.au/2020 Tour for all details. 

 National Motoring Heritage Day was19th May 2019 and Federation would like reports on how Clubs marked this 

occasion. 

Luxury Car Tax: this still applies to vehicles costing over $65,000 regardless of age. Representations to members of 

parliament continue on this issue but no real progress has been made. 

Asbestos in Vehicles: There is no prospect of the rules being relaxed regarding removal of asbestos from imported 

vehicles. 

Comprehensive Insurance for CPS Vehicles: Some concern was expressed regarding references in the fine print of 

some policies to CPS Vehicles not being covered for “commuting”. Policy holders should check their policies to en-

sure that definitions of use are clear and they are in fact insured whist driving at all times. 

Robert Shannon Trust: this trust provides funds ton encourage selected young people to undertake the restoration 

of a historic vehicles. Clubs are encouraged to nominate suitable contenders. 

Australia Day 2020: There will be a display of around 300 vehicles at Hobsons Bay to mark Australia Day. The Hob-

son’s Bay Men’s Shed will be involved. 

Younger Members: Delegates all shared concern about the need to encouraged some younger members to be-

come active in Federation matters. There was also whole hearted agreement that all clubs need to address the 

problem of getting new and younger members interested and involved in vehicle restoration and preservation, thus 

ensuring the long term survival of our clubs and the movement in general. 

Bendigo Swap: Last year’s event was financially successful and funds derived will ensure that Federation can con-

tinue to support member clubs with trophies, grants and a variety of interesting events over the coming year. Work 

is well underway with the Swap Committee fine tuning procedures to ensure costs are contained and we enjoy a 

well- run, successful event again in 2020. 

Federation Report           Graeme Ralph 
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Club Permit Scheme: The system is generally working well, but we need to regularly check that our records are up 

to date and from time to time reconcile with VicRoads records. Some clubs have identified several discrepancies, 

which can in turn lead to complications when renewing permits. 

The next Federation Delegates meeting will be in Mildura in August. 

 

The meeting was followed by an inspection of a replica 

of Henry Ford’s first car- a quadricycle and a replica of 

his “kitchen sink” internal combustion engine. These 

were constructed by Model T Ford enthusiast Geoff 

Baulsch. 

Graeme Ralph 

 

On Sunday 19th May a Federation sponsored picnic was held at Kerang 

for enthusiasts from Kerang, Swan Hill, Echuca and Deniliquin clubs. 

Vehicles from Ballarat, North Central (St Arnaud) Castlemaine, Dodge 

Brothers and possibly others, gathering to form an impressive line up 

of 120 vehicles. Some vehicles the I found interesting included two 

nice E Type Jaguars, (in my opinion, one of the most attractive body 

styles ever), a 1951 ALVIS saloon, a 1953 Lanchester with pre-selector 

gearbox, an elegant black Auburn C1936 and a very cute Ford Anglia. 

 A pleasant surprise was the appearance of the ex-Les Thomas 1929 

DA Dodge, which is now in the hands of Alan and May Bail of Swan 

Hill. After an engine rebuild it recently completed the Golden Oldies 

Rally including a climb to the top of Mount Buffalo. Adjacent to the 

picnic ground was the Kerang Machinery Museum with an impressive 

display of tractors and other machinery and memorabilia related to 

the history of Kerang region.  

Graeme Ralph 

 

Three Rivers Picnic                                                      Graeme Ralph 
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This and That                                                       Lloyd Hocking 

Several months ago a couple of members Of the VSCC got together and decided 

to organise a casual rally to Tasmania. This attracted 8 Vauxhall 30/98's and 2 Al-

vis 12/5ffs. Each car had 2 persons travelling which amounted to 20 people. A 

good manageable number and small enough to get to know everybody, With the 

help of Zuleika Woodberry of Tasmanian Vacations accommodation and some 

meals were well organised, The Rally commenced on Tuesday April 30th. at Port 

Melbourne With boarding the Spirit Of Tasmania All well organised with shipping 

marshalls pointing us in the right direction. We were parked in the "bowels of the 

ship" all in line—hand brakes on and gears engaged— and then with luggage in 

hand took the lift and found our cabin— There were 3 of us and bunks for 4 and 

shower and toilet—rather close living. My travelling companions were Bob Martin 

and Dennis Dawson. Rohan Swaney one of the trip organisers driving a 12/50 Alvis was a navigator short so Bob 

Martin joined Rohan and at times drove the 12/50. 

The ship had a well organised lounge and bar so some time was spent there with other Rallyists having a yarn and 

of course the odd drink and later we ended with a pizza for tea and to bed quite early! The crossing to Tassie was 

quite calm with the occasional slight roll to the left! 

Next day was an early start and on instructions boarded OE 100 and quite quickly out into the bit dark, but the 

headlights Of OEIOO were up to the task! We then headed to the LaneWay Cafe for breakfast— A good breckie 

which hit the spot. Dennis was behind the wheel and we headed for Carrick a small village to view Sally and Ches-

ter McKaige's car collection. Sally is Warrick Hanstead's sister and on arrival there was Warrick to greet usl! Ches-

ter & Sally provided coffee, fruit cake and brownies for morning tea which was just what I was needing What a set 

up Chester & Sally have down there in Tasmania—A magnificent 2 Story residence built in the old Tasmanian style 

and a matching "motor house" built in the same style. All in a line were Chester's cars—A 3 litre Bentley, Veteran 

Napier, Delage, Alvis 12/50, 193CYs Avis and many other delectable machines— Chester also has a large library 

room, and there is a swimming pool! 

From here we motored down to Longford and Campbell town where we had lunch and viewed a few antique 

shops before travelling on to Bicheno on the east coast for 2 nights. From Bicheno we motored on to a photo op-

portunity at the "spiky Bridge"; then on to Port Arthur overnight where we had a group dinner at the motel. 

The next day we headed to Hobart through Sorrell and had 3 nights accommodation at an excellent hotel— "The 

Best Western". It was a bit Of a job navigating the Streets of Hobart with its one way traffic at times! At one stage 

we motored uphill on a one way street the wrong way but a white car coming for us moved over into traffic and 

we got past and found our hotel! The hotel car cark under the building in the basement presented quite a chal-

lenge for the old The drive in was very steep with a left turn at the bottom On leaving Dennis would drive out and I 

would be at the top roadside directing traffic! 

We then travelled out to Cambridge to view a 14/40 Vauxhall which was under restoration and the lady of the 

house put on morning tea for us — very nice it was too, Then back to the car and on to Richmond for lunch and a 

drive back through Pontvile to Salamanca Market on Saturday morning and then an Irish pub and music in the late 

afternoon. 

Next day we travelled Hobart to Huonville and then a little further where we visited a boat-builder which special-

ised in wooden boats being constructed the same way as days of yore! Had a most interesting tour being guided by 

a guide who was an former (considerably years ago) wooden boat  builder He had a Porsche motor car out the 

front so he must have made money from something! Lunch was at a most pleasant cafe staffed by an Italian lady 

and then we drove down around the peninsula through Cygnet, Gordon, Woodbridge, & Kettering, with the road 
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following the coast along the D' Entrecasteaux Channel, between Tasmania and the Bruny Islands,  

 

Next day we headed west from Hobart to Bronte Parke with a delightful lunch at Hamilton. Overnight was spent 

in a cabin at Bronte Parke which was equipped with an excellent wood burning heater! (It was getting a bit nip-

py!) The next stretch of driving was to Strachan and on the way we visited at Derwent Bridge. This is a magnifi-

cent place to visit—lt consists of 4 wall facings which have been entirely decorated with wooden sculptures all 

done by the same artist. There are figures of humans animals of all sorts all carved on 4 wall facings—

magnificent, and what an artist. all done by the same man. If you are ever in this area it is not to be missed! 

After this we motored to Queenstown and what steep hilly country with numerous left & right turns than you 

could imagine before we finally arrived in Queenstown, for fuel and lunch. Queenstown was looking on the sad 

side With lots Of closed shops in the main street due mainly for the lack of business due rEto the lack of mining 

in the area. 

Having now fuelled up after 99 bends and little moisture on the brakes we headed for Strachan and constant 

rain!! We spent 2 nights in Strachan & Bob and Dennis went for a water cruise and I had a "Laydäy" caught up on 

the papers and -had a nap or two! 

 

Strachan to Devonport was the next drive and at Zeehan we took the wrong turn, the scenic route, and went 

past Granville Harbour, Reece Dam, and back to Roseberry for fuel and a quick bite! This may have cost us about 

100kms! We sought to catch up with the others towards Burnie, before stopping off  at Ulverstone for afternoon 

tea and then lined up for the boat boarding. 

Editor : Thanks to Bob Martin for the photos. He said to caption them as I saw fit. But what can I say other 

than what a wonderful time they must have had together in those old cars.  
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QUEENS BIRTHDAY WEEKEND RALLY – 2019 

Wow what a wonderful success this year's event turned out to be.  125 cars were entered but four had to pull out 
at the last minute, but it still became one of the biggest this club has enjoyed for many a long year.  The weather 
gods were very kind to us again for the event with winter sunshine beaming down for both the main days. 

Before I go too much further I would like to say that this yearly event would never be so successful without a tre-
mendous amount of work done by a small group of of our wonderful Club members.  Starting with all the early 
financial work being done by Kay & Trevor Schultz in handling all the entries, sorting out all the money that comes 
in and with the help of Kaye Jenkins preparing all the identification badges, amongst other things. 

And what do you say about the tremendous organisation of Lorraine Wilson who, along with making the event 
run smoothly from start to finish, printed the Rally Booklet which came up a treat in full colour this year.  Lor-
raine's efforts behind the microphone at both dinners kept everybody amused and helped make them a great 
night out.  Not too many of us realise the hours of work she has to put into this yearly event to make it such a 
massive success. 

To Gus Kuilboer who again took on the job of organising Marshals for the difficult corners, which keeps our visi-
tors on the 'straight and narrow' (well mostly) and to all of you who wilfully volunteered to help out with this 
task, our grateful thanks. 

A big 'thank-you' to John Wilken for driving around behind the entrants for two days to make sure that nobody 
needs his services as 'Tail End Charlie', and no one did. 

And what about 'the travelling Willberys'?  Graeme & Betty Ralph broke up their travelling holiday to come back 
and organise the collection of food, etc. for the Saturday Lunch amongst other things.  This is true dedication to 
their Club and we thank them so very much. 

Unfortunately we can't name everybody who contributed to the success of the weekend, but you know that we 
gratefully appreciate your help. 

To our permanent Monday barbeque Brunch cooks and kitchen staff, Chris & Rita White who every year rise early 
to make sure that all who have booked in for the Monday morning meal leave our presence stuffed to the eye-
balls.  They were ably helped by rally entrant, Alan Callane,  (as he does nearly every year) and a very sleepy-eyed 
John Barke who had just gotten in from overseas. 

The weekend started with a very successful 'Car Show' at Rally Headquarters where the cars were sorted into 
their respective categories and members of the public were invited to vote for their favourite car.  There was the 
greatest variety of vehicles from all eras on show for the morning. 

After lunch they were split into two groups with one heading to the 2nd Pastoral Museum block to view the new 
Deutscher Museum and the other went to a property on the top of Mt. Pierrepoint for a look at a very early Ford 
Tractor collection and to take a short walk to the top of the very old extinct volcano for a superb view of the 
Western District in which we live.  After a short time the two groups were swapped over and I lost count of the 
compliments received about the vista from on 'top of the hill'.  Some wished they could have stayed longer. 

I wish to thank the Brinkmann Families (Mal & Cliff) for allowing us the privilege of looking over their collections. 

There was a huge gathering of entrants for the 'Happy Hour' section of the Rally on Saturday evening and when 
this was over those remaining settled down for a very enjoyable dinner and were entertained by the 'Lovely Lady 
in Yellow' who kept sticking a microphone under the noses of some of the visitors and asking them about 'the 
first car they owned' and got some strange replies.  Well done Pam Pollock. 

This year the raffle funds were going to the 'Standing Tall Programme' from Baimbridge College and after Doug 
Palmer explained all about the kids who were being looked after by senior Mentors who help them out with 
home, school, drugs and personal problems the money just poured in as this programme is not funded by any 
Government organisation.  Lots of $50 donations were handed to Rod & Gala Homes as they sold tickets on both 
dinner nights. 

Instead of getting our entrants up at some un-godly hour of the morning, as we have in the past, we let them 
have a 'little' sleep-in as we were leaving the Showgrounds at 10:30 am on the Sunday morning.  We took them 
out to the Wannon River Bridge and then off the main 'track' into the beautiful grazing country of Tarrenlea and 



 

16                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter June 2019  

the Wannon River Valleys, up to Coleraine and on to the Melville Forest area with its beautiful Red Gums. 

On arrival we first visited the Motorcycle collection of Club Members, David & Joan Lewis, before then 'going over 
the road' to the ancient Woolshed of 'Old Melville Forest Homestead' where Andrew Dufty gave a talk about the 
property and the unique features of the old building.  This visit was thrown in a the last minute as Andrew thought 
he was going to be away on that weekend but rang Doug on the Thursday morning to say that he would love to see 
us on the property. 

From there we went back to the Melville Forest Hall for the 'Picnic Lunch' we had organised and with the huge 
numbers on the Rally a lot of our guests were scattered in and outside the building.  Noel & Leslie Schneider greet-
ed us there with pre-packed meals, hot water for coffee and tea plus two portable toilets for the ladies on the run 
and we thank them sincerely for the tremendous effort put in to make the day a huge success.  Noel then took the 
toilets up to the next venue for the afternoon with the help of Steve Kuilboer. 

After lunch the visitors were escorted up to 'Gringegalgona Homestead' and the Gaussen Family were staggered at 
the variety of vehicles that filled their back yard.  Sue Gaussen was absolutely thrilled to see the two Citroen vehi-
cles of the 1960's because her family drove that style of vehicle for many years and she hadn't seen one since her 
early days. 

After everybody assembled in a group, Doug passed on a bag of gifts to them both for allowing us to make the visit.  
Then they staggered the group by whispering in his ear that they had decided to throw the front rooms of the mag-
nificent two-storied home open for all to see what the inside of a home built way back in the 1800's looked like.  
Our visitors were staggered as this does not usually happen and just loved what they saw.  Hugh gave them a little 
talk on the history of the Gaussen Family prior to them entering the building. 

Following this all made their way back to Hamilton via the Nigretta area and re-assembled in all their 'finery' (as a 
lot were dressed in the era of their cars) for the very successful Rally Dinner and Trophy Presentations for the win-
ners of the various categories.  This went off very well with Lorraine keeping the evening flowing via the micro-
phone during breaks in the servings.  There were lots of 'goodies' on the raffle tables donated by Hamilton busi-
nesses. S 

At the end of the night some members kicked up their heels  to the music provided by “Daffy” who always gets us 
into the swing. 

A lot of the entrants left early on Monday morning but Club members helped feed over 120 people with egg and 
bacon rolls, fruit, cakes and biscuits, tea and coffee and those who stayed to enjoy the last of our hospitality cer-
tainly did and when they left, after saying their good byes told us they would definitely be back next year. 

The efforts of all club members who helped out over the weekend was greatly appreciated and even if your name 
has not been mentioned here we thank you for your efforts. 

Too many photos to publish but her is a few in this collage 
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2019 Queens Birthday Rally Trophy Winners 

Category Car Owner/Club 

Veteran and Vintage- up to 1929 1926 Chrysler 60 Coupe Russell Ward 

HDVVCDC 

Pre-War Classic 1930’s 1939 Oldsmobile Garry and Glenda Prewett 

OCA 

Pre-War Classic 1940’s 1949 Hudson Super Six Graeme and Liz McDonald 

HDVVDC 

Post War Classic 1950’s 1956 Commer MK8 Utility Kevin and Jenny Watt 

HDVVCDC 

1960’s 1964 Holden EH Jennifer Ure and Wayne Linekar  
VCCCB 

1970’s 1976 Oldsmobile Holiday Coupe Richard and Barbara Welland 
RASCALS Inc. 

1980 and onwards 

  
1996 Aston Martin DB7 Trevor and Jill Beaumont 

ABCCC 

President’s Award 

  
1918 Buick Roadster E 644 David and Mary Barnard 

WMHVS 

Rally Committee Award 1939 Ford Sloper Keith and Lynette Mackinley 

VCCCB 

Hard Luck Story Lloyd Hocking 1984 Porsche Carrera 911 

HVVCDC 

Best Local Club Car Trophy 1934 Hudson Terraplane Rodney and Gala Homes 

HDVVCDC 

MOST POPULAR CAR 
(FEDERATION TROPHY) voted by 
entrants and public 

1950 Morris Commercial Ute LC3 Don Gear 

MRV 
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Exhaust Notes 

Some special birthdays celebrat-

ed.  

Lorna Thomas 90. Rod Potter 

60. Caroline Woodward 60. 

Hope you all had special days. 

Also a sad one with the passing of Rob Brody’s brother 

Kevin and John Prust former member. 

Some motoring mishaps/triumphs 

Doug Palmer  was driving his sons new /old Chenard 

Walcker when  the wheel came loose and he lost it com-

ing down the hill. Luckily the wheel missed the parked 

cars. Some one had not tightened the wheel nuts!  

Many heads under the bonnet at the car rally got this 

car on the road much to the delight of Jason Palmer. 

Lloyd Hocking won the Hard Luck Story at the Rally be-

cause he got lost on the Sunday run when he went to 

the Wannon and met an old friend and  talked too long 

then ended up in Balmoral. 

Also Denis Polack who had no luck with both his cars on 

the weekend. 

It was great to see the Corcoran and Ralph families en-

joying the rally. It is now the grandchildren who are hav-

ing fun as did their mums and dads did growing up with 

the car club. Kevin Holloway had his van at the rally and 

the children to the opportunity to have a ride in the 

back. 

Hopefully in the next few weeks our office in the “John 

Corcoran Workshop” will be completed.  

Each year at our rally we designate a local project to 

support with the proceeds of our raffle. This year we 

nominated “Standing Tall” a mentoring program at 

Baimbridge College of which Doug Palmer is a mentor. 

We are pleased to be able to donate $1200 this year 

thanks to  the generous donations form many local busi-

nesses. 

Geoff Darling, Lakeside Karcher Centre 

Majoraffle prize  

RACV  - car numbers, lanyards and items 

for prizes and rally bags 

Federation of VV&C Vehicle Clubs Inc. 

(Trophy for Most Popular Car) 
Barry Francis P/L (motorcycles, ride-on mow-

ers, chainsaws) 

Mr Magic Car Wash 

Mesh and Masonry  

Hamilton P.K Bearings  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repco Tyre Service 

Hamilton Tyrepower 

Grampians Tyres 

Beaurepaires   

Hamilton Laundry and Drycleaners   

Shire of Southern Grampians  (Rally Bags) 

Hunt’s Auto Spares   

DS Taylor Motors (Toyota, Mazda, Hyundai) 

LA Walker Mitre 10 

Pam Pollock Club member 

Carol Baudinette Club member 

HECC Venue and staff 

Alexandra House 

Jack and Jude Catering 

A big thank you 
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DO YOU REALLY NEED ANOTHER CAR??? 

Hi my name is Jason and I am a collector.   

I guess there really should be therapy available to ‘The Collector’ and I am a committed collec-

tor.  Some people ask is there a fine line between a collector and a hoarder?  I think I have a 

bit of both!! 

So from amassing one of Victoria’s biggest WW1 & 2 Flying Clothing/Equipment collections, mainly because at a 

museum one day, I pointed out a WW2 RAAF flying jacket to dad and said “I would own one of them one day”, (he 

laughed at me), 10+ Flying Jackets later…. to (as much as I hate to admit it), one of Victoria’s biggest non-

roadworthy car collections (maybe an exaggeration). 

So on Boxing Day 2018, the collector seed/need was once again sewn.  My nephew Callum Walsh rushed up with 

his phone in hand, “look what’s coming up for sale”.  The offending vehicle was a 1923 Chenard Walcker 3 litre Tor-

pedo.  I remembered the car immediately from many years previous Begonia Rally and I think Bay to Birdwood.  I 

kept myself in check, probably to hide from my wife Karen but the mind took a lot of notice – accessibly priced Vin-

tage Sports Car!! 

So after a couple of weeks of thinking, scheming, planning the negotiations began: 

The wife: how do you ask to buy another car, 12 months after the last and then maybe forgetting to mention 

the purchase of a 1979 Jaguar XJS in between, oh and in the middle of a mortgage re-finance:  done (really I 

think Karen has just given up) 

The consigner: partial trade negotiations, collection time frames and all the rest: done. 

The bank: apparently a Royal Commission (even with a healthy equity) does slightly affect a banks willingness 

to give out money: finally done. 

So on 15 February with my forever trusty & long suffering sidekick (dad) & a loaded trailer of MGTD we headed off 

to Adelaide.  Watching the front end of the MG for over 6 hours, I did have reservations that I had done the right 

thing.  We arrived in Adelaide around 1.30 p.m, to find no-one at the shop.  A quick phone call and 20 minutes later 

we were joined. 

I did get that time to have a good look over my purchase and immediately realized that yes I was doing the right 

thing, what a lovely looking car.  So after a 2 minute starting lesson, pull this, turn this, set this, we were off for a 

test drive.  Dad says, he could hear the gears crunching all during the test (not me driving) but it actually drove – 

which is more that I can say for most of my vehicles.  So off the MG went and on the Chenard went and off again 

we drove for an overnight stay in the Adelaide Hills. 

Back to Hamilton the next day and full of beans, it was time to drive off the trailer.  Refusal to start, phone calls to 

Adelaide and eventually smoke emitting from under the dash a very grumpy new owner & vehicle was towed into 

the rear yard of mum & dads.  That very grumpy owner then drove another 3 hrs back to Melbourne, cursing my 

luck – or lack of it.   

Now mid-May, I have yet to see it again but I am reliably informed by 

my long suffering sidekick, it has started & run.  Now with 4 new tires 

purchased at the cost a small country’s GDP, with fingers crossed it 

will be roadworthy & ready for the Queens Birthday Rally: 

I did see that 1995 Mazda MX6 for $250 (like the one I used to own) 

“DO YOU REALLY NEED ANOTHER CAR???, but then again I do have 

Victoria’s largest collection of ‘non-running vehicles” 

To be continued……………..   
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 My Car           Pam Pollock    

Name: Mark and Kath Brinkmann 

Make: Ford 

Model: Fairlane Compact 

Year: 1963 

Colour: Two pack Blue with Sky blue top 

Engine: 302 V8 

Transmission: 3 speed automatic 

Mark and Kath have been members of the Hamilton and 
district Veteran Vintage and Classic Drivers Club for several 
years, owning two club cars which I’m sure many of you 
have seen out and about with Mr Wally Brinkmann at the 
wheel. These two vehicles are a 1968 Austin 1800 Mark 1 
and a 1983 Toyota Crown. Wal keeps these little beauties running  and garaged down here as Mark and family cur-
rently reside in Brisbane. Moving as he has from state to state over the years could have proven to be a costly and 
challenging task if also taking several vehicles along. But the car we are highlighting in this article is not a club car 
but his everyday drive.  

A Holden man with a “passion” for the V8 engine, Mark did own a few, but at the time of acquiring the Fairlane in 
1998 he had a  Mazda 626. Was it fate or was someone else looking after him that kept Mark paying his compre-
hensive insurance? A hail storm caused severe damage to the Mazda and it was written off. What to replace it 
with? You guessed it, something with a V8 under the bonnet .  Having missed a good old “bit of grunt” under the 
bonnet, Mark had a look in “Just Cars” magazine and saw the add for the Fairlane. But it was in Melbourne and he 
was in Bordertown. Why not call on a friend? So he rang Jim Lane who had a look and said for the money it would 
do. 

Mark still cannot say why he wanted a Fairlane, but sometimes we don’t always have the answer. 

Having bought the car virtually sight unseen, it was shipped down to Wal’s in Hamilton where some tidying up was 
to be done. However, when Mark saw the car, it was not as he had expected. A little rougher than anticipated per-
haps.  

With an all up budget equivalent to a new Hyundai Excel at the time, it looked like it might be a little stretched. 
(My 1999 Hyundai Excel Twin Cam run out model cost $14,210 without GST-just to give a bit of an idea).   

A very tired 260 V8 with 2 speed transmission had to go, to be replaced with a much nicer 302 V8 and 3 speed 
transmission.  Horrible 10inch tyres also had to go, but the guards had been cut and bashed out to make them fit 
causing some rust to build up behind them. This damage had to be repaired. The car was to be put back to as origi-
nal look as possible, so a bit more body work was done, mainly by Wal with the help of Ron Dennert . Trevor Steele 
was given the task of repainting the vehicle and he was the one who suggested the two-pack blue colour. Stuart 
Turner was the upholsterer. I’m sure many of you are familiar with some of these names as being local tradesmen 
around the town for many years. 

The ugly tyres have been replaced by 14 inch wheels, air-conditioning has been fitted and believe it or not, came 
from a Sigma as it slotted in nicely and looked like it belonged. Next came bucket seats for the front. These were 
sourced from an old Mercedes. The back seats remain original. Cruise control and LPG (the tank fitting snugly in 
the boot and still leaving lots of room) make this vehicle a very comfortable and economic everyday drive. 

 

Which would you rather?  

A 1963 Ford Fairlane compact 
OR   A 1998 Mazda 626. 
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Other features enhancing this beauty include tinted win-
dows and a two and a half inch single exhaust system that 
gives just the right note. I think I want one. 

It’s the everyday drive, so Kath also has the joy of getting 
behind the wheel. Family trips have been enjoyed in the 
past when the children were a bit younger. The car is 
much travelled, beginning in Victoria and residing in near-
ly every other state at some time-SA, QLD, Regional NSW 
and now it is currently in Brisbane.  

The car doesn’t do many long trips these days but has clocked up around 70,000 miles since Mark bought it in 
1998. 

It’s a real beauty, clean, neat ,nice to look at and I’m sure a real pleasure to drive and own. Maybe the budget was 
blown a little when restoration was carried out  but I bet you don’t regret one cent spent. A great team result and a 
well kept and maintained vehicle. Well done! 

Another project? Mark says Wal has an Austin 1800 ute he would like to see restored. Mark would love to do it 
with him, but distance is a bit of a problem. I suggested perhaps he could supervise long distance via phone or vid-
eo link or some such. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An interesting thought from Mark re: budgeting. Work out how much it will cost; double it; then add 50%. 

Thank you Mark for sharing your story with our readers. I hope they enjoy it as much as I enjoyed listening and 
chatting with you and Wal. 

JOHN CORCORON’S FUNERAL 

As a mark of respect  over 40 members cars lined up to provide a guard of honour 

at John Corcoran’s funeral. Graeme Ralph gave the eulogy at St Andrews Presby-

terian Church where John was a much respected  elder. The cortège left the 

church and took John on one “last run” out the Digby Road and  cross the beauti-

ful  outskirts of Hamilton to the cemetery.  His  sons  honoured him by making 

sure his three prized cars were ready for this occasion. 

An afternoon tea and BBQ was held 

at our clubrooms where many fond 

memories were shared. 

 

A most fitting tribute to a man who 

will be sadly missed by his family 

and friends. 



 

22                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter June 2019  

Hamilton & District VVC Driver’s Club Inc A0009739L 

NOMINATION FORM 2019/2020 
              _________________________________________________ is nominated for the position of 

               Mark box 

 
 

 Nominated by ________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Seconded by__________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Signature of person nominated ___________________________________ 

 Date _________________________ 

 President  Vice President 

 Secretary (also Public Officer)  Assistant Secretary 

 Treasurer  Assistant Treasurer 

 Club Newsletter Editor  Federation Reps(2) 

 Committee member (4)  Club Captain(s) 

Our Annual general Meeting will be held on 

Friday 19th July at the Clubrooms.  

All committee positions are vacant and we 

are looking for members to step up  

Please hand nominations to President or 

Secretary 

Nominations will be taken on the night. 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson  editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like 

you to volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time.  

 FOR SALE 

2000 Mazda MX5 Convertible 5 Speed Manual with 

Leather Seats, Air Conditioning, Remote Control Lock-

ing, Alarm, Cruise Control, Power Steering, CD Player, 

Power Windows, Soft Top, Registered until 21st Sep-

tember 2019, 16 inch Alloys with near new tyres, Gar-

aged, Excellent Condition, Drives & Handles Well, Any 

inspection welcome. $8,450 ONO 

 
Phone David Thomson 0417 329 602 
Macarthur 

Previously owned by  one of our late members, 
Keith Loh. 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


