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In this issue 

 Calendar of events 

 Presidents report 

 Club Captain’s Report 

 Minutes of the April  meeting 

 Mid week run  and Rootes Group 

visit. 

 Casterton and Warrock Homestead 

 This and That 

 Exhaust Notes 

 Hillman Rally to Victor Harbor 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Please email all correspondence and newsletter items 

and reports to 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

Entry forms available for  

June Rally on the website 

NEWSLETTER May 2018 

The Shearing Shed at Warrock Homestead 

This 150 year old wool shed is still in use today. 

http://warrockhomestead.com.au/ 

https://www.facebook.com/warrockhomestead/

videos/400287453742003/ 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://warrockhomestead.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/warrockhomestead/videos/400287453742003/
https://www.facebook.com/warrockhomestead/videos/400287453742003/
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Committee 2017-18 
 

Welcome to new members.  

Craig O'Regan & Nerida White, they have a 1982 Chev Cor-

vette.  

Louise & Simon Manifold, they have a 1980 Mercedes Benz 

280 Coupe   

Also Peter Tew, Royce Bastin, Ricky Hogan. 

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves  55 711340 0488 231 835  

richardneaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY:  

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Peter Wilson  0428 724 572  

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Pam Pollock  0419145452  

TREASURER:  Kaye Jenkins / Reg  55 723058  

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  55736 254   

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS  

WEEKENDS  

Doug Palmer  

Graeme Ralph  

55721070 0409 010 730  

0418344390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Lorraine Wilson / Peter  Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572  

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Chris Watt  

Gus Kuilboer  

0418344390  

55725083  

0488776633  

55724365  

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418344390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Lorraine Wilson  Please contact if you know of an ill-

ness, death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  John Corcoran 0409 850 676  

Graeme Ralph 0418344390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428352538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves,  

John Corcoran  

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0409 850 676  

55 725 083  

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is avail-

able on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018 

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other 

events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

2018 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

MAY  

Friday  18  May club meeting—surprise agenda I think! At least come and enjoy some supper with us. 

Saturday—

Sunday 19/20 

The May event is the usual 2 day weekend at the Pastoral Museum (19th & 20th) with the Club 

Concours held on the Sunday. It is also National Motoring Day  

Don’t forget ROCKER COVER CARS COMPETTION 

Sunday 27 Around the Garages” in Portland is at an earlier date this year. Now Sunday May 27th. Visiting 

4 unique garages in the area. 

Home base—Powerhouse Museum cnr. Percy St and Glenelg St Portland. Registration and 

Morning tea available from 9am onwards. With departures planned for 10am. 

Cost $10 per head which includes morning and afternoon teas and BBQ lunch 

Enquiries PVCC President Bill 0429 916133. Numbers appreciated for catering purposes. 

As usual you can make your own way there. 

Wednesday 30 The Wonders of Wando Vale and environs.-Norm’s Tour to Dunrobin. 

Gather at the Vintage Garage at 1:00 pm for a prompt 1:30 pm departure. See details in report 

JUNE  

June 1 Newsletter deadline 

Newsletter will be emailed and printed as soon after this date 

June 8-11 ANNUAL QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY RALLY—don’t forget to get you entry in ASAP 

Help required— marshalls, preparation and donations of cold savories for Happy Hour, tea/

coffee stations, Monday brunch, donations of slices and biscuits for morning tea Sunday. 

Also require someone to pick up lunches on Sunday and transport to Dunkeld. 

June  22 

Note 4th Friday 

Annual Dinner and Presentation this will be held at the clubrooms and catered for by the 

club. RSVP attendance for catering purposes to Lorraine Wilson 0427724572 by Monday 18 

June.   Cost $10 per head. 

June  27 Ansett Motors? No- The Argyle Shop! Gather at 1:00 pm for a prompt 1: 30 pm departure 

July 6 Newsletter deadline 

Newsletter will be emailed and printed as soon after this date 

July  20 Club AGM—Please consider nominating for committee positions. Current committee is look-

ing for replacements.  

July 22 Weekend run TBA 

July 25 Ansett Museum visit to get a fascinating insight into the story of Sir Reginald Ansett and his 

transport empire. 1:00 For 1:30 pm departure. Cost $5.00 per person entry to Ansett Museum. 
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Hello everyone I hope all is well on the health side, to those who are unwell I hope you all make a speedy recov-

ery. The club has been busy over the last few weeks, It started with our club run to” Warrock” Homestead, what a 

magnificent collection of buildings with restoration still in progress and a great scenic view.  Anzac day saw some 

of our members taking some older veterans for a ride in their cars in the Anzac parade. A few members also repre-

sented our club by participating in the Rootes Group Car Club tour to Victor Harbour, and from all reports had an 

enjoyable time, and have entered their cars for next year’s tour. Several members also availed their time to take 

several day-care patients for a tour around our local delights in their old cars, finishing with an organised after-

noon tea. Thanks to Gus for organising our trivia night, every one enjoyed the night. A special thankyou those oth-

er members who helped with Anzac Day and the oldies drive it was greatly appreciated by all involved. The annual 

meeting is coming up in July , if you think you could have an input, please consider putting your hand up and nom-

inate. Until next time happy motoring.   

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

WEEKEND RUNS 

Sunday 20 May—Club Concourse and Pastoral Muse-

um Open Day 

Sunday 27 May Around the Garages Portland 

June 8-11 Queens Birthday Rally 

MID WEEK RUNS 

30th May: Norm’s Tour to Dunrobin. 

Gather at the Vintage Garage at 1:00 pm for a prompt 

1:30 pm departure. 

We will travel via the Glenelg Highway through Col-

eraine and at Phoines Road, west of Coleraine, head 

north through the delightful locality of Wando Vale via 

some interesting back roads to the Dunrobin Hall.  

We will stop here for afternoon tea. BRING YOUR OWN 

CHAIRS, CUPS AND SOME AFTERNOON TEA TO SHARE. 

Hot water will be available.  

There will be a small charge of $2 .00 each to cover hire 

of hall etc. There will be one or two people there to 

give a brief history of the early settlers and the history 

of Dunrobin. 

 After this you may drive into Casterton (8 km) at your 

leisure and you are welcome to come back to the 

clubrooms for your evening meal at 6 pm. 

Travel from Hamilton to Phoines Road on the highway 

will be at a good pace, but it will be slower once we 

turn off the highway because of twists, sharp turns 

and hills.  

The trip is about 90 km. We hope you all enjoy this trip. 

Thanks to Norm Gravestock for arranging this event and 

Richard for driving while Norm mapped out the course.  

27th June: Ansett Motors? No- The Argyle Shop! The 

Uniting Church Op Shop is now in the old Ansett Motors 

building. We will take a leisurely drive of around 60 km 

via interesting local back roads, returning to Hamilton 

to visit the Op Shop where we will be told the success 

story of “The Argyle Shop” and have the opportunity to 

perhaps locate a bargain.  

Gather at 1:00 pm for a prompt 1: 30 pm departure 

We will the adjourn for afternoon tea at a local Hamil-

ton venue. More details next newsletter. 

Note: This run will be ideal for Vintage vehicles so let’s 

see how many “oldies” we can get out for the day. 

25th July: Ansett Museum visit to get a fascinating in-

sight into the story of Sir Reginald Ansett and his 

transport empire. 1:00 For 1:30 pm departure. Cost 

$5.00 per person entry to Ansett Museum. 

This visit will be followed by a scenic drive of about 55 

km culminating in an afternoon tea a delightful Café 

Catalpa at Tarrington. This will be another good one for 

the “oldies”. 

 As I will be absent from Hamilton we need assistance 

with organising mid- week runs for June, July and Au-

gust. Please let me or President Richard know if you are 

prepared to co-ordinate one of these events.  

Graeme Ralph 

Note also that everyone is encouraged to gather at the Vintage 

Garage Clubrooms at 6 pm for fellowship and a meal after our mid 

week runs. Even if you are unable to participate in the run, are you 

are most welcome to join the group in the evening. 

Many thanks and safe motoring! 

Graeme Ralph 

Thank you—Peter Wilson would like to thank members of the club who 

supported him with cards, good wishes and assistance during his recent 

illness. “One member walked his mower across town  to mow my lawns 

and one member said it was her prayers that saved me! It was very much 

appreciated. I am proud to be part of this wonderful club” he said 
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ANNUAL QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY RALLY - “DOGGONE “ RALLY  

Friday 8—Monday 11 June 2018  

RALLY HEADQUARTERS HECC HAMILTON SHOWGROUNDS  

Registration Friday night  

Saturday we are going to the Casterton Kelpie Festival  

Happy Hour and dinner  

Sunday—Vehicle Display for the public  

Lunch at Devon Park Homestead Dunkeld  

Gala Dinner— dress as something to do with dogs or the letter D  

Monday Farewell brunch at Clubrooms  

Entry forms are out now  

Wanted: Slices/biscuits /savoury scones for morning teas  

Donations of dry biscuits and dips for Happy Hour.  

Contact Lorraine Wilson 0427 724 572  

Exhaust Notes                                                                                                       Lorraine Wilson 

Special thoughts are being sent to Lorna Thomas as she recov-

ers from a broken hip. She is currently in the Hamilton hospi-

tal. 

It was great to see Jenny Watt up and about after her hip op-

eration. She will soon be dancing in the aisles! 

Betty and Graeme are currently holidaying in Darwin and en-

joying the warmer weather as I think many of our members 

like to do over the coming winter months. 

It was nice to see some of our newer members join us for the 

run to Warrock Homestead. It certainly was a very interesting 

place to visit. The old shearing shed is still in use. 

There were a few red faces when Michael Woodward easily 

opened the gate lock that had seen members scurrying to 

their cars for various implements.. None would make good 

burglars! 

John Barke had to make a few minor adjustments to his car 

before heading off to Victor Harbour but the tyre he bor-

rowed blew out on the way. 

Always seem to bump into people—Kevin and Helen Holloway 

from Ballarat were on a short rally with members of his Balla-

rat Club when we passed through Bordertown and we caught 

up with them in the hotel having a meal. 

The silos at Coonalpyn on the highway to Keith are amazing 

and worth a look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you seen the Land Rover on a pole at Keith? 
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MINUTES 
General Meeting of the Hamilton & District V.V.C. Drivers Club held at the club rooms 

Friday, 20 April  2018 at 7.30pm. 

 
Meeting Opened: 7.40p.m. 

Members in Attendance: Lorraine Wilson, Rod Potter, Graeme Ralph, Chris Watt, Gus Kuilboer,  

Doug Palmer, Richard Neaves, Russell Ward, Denis Polack, John Barke, John & Jenny 

Corcoran, Brian Simkin, Ern Polack, Darcy Miller, Terry & Jenny Hutchins, Wal 

Brinkmann, John Lawson, Peter Kimpton, Glenyce Kuilboer. 

Apologies: Peter Wilson, Pam Pollock, Tom Beever, Bernard Andrivon, Julie & Adrian Stevens,  

Robert Fraser, Bob Martin, Evan Ould, Betty Ralph, Jim Ford, Reg Jenkins, Trevor Schultz, 

Helen Moore. 

Moved: John Lawson Seconded: Denis Polack Carried 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: As published in Newsletter. 

Business Arising: Nil. 

Moved: John Corcoran Seconded: Jenny Corcoran Carried 

Treasurers' Report: 3 New Members. Financials as read out by the Treasurer.  

Moved: Kaye Jenkins Seconded: Brian Simkin Carried 

Membership Applications: Peter Tew, Royce Bastin, Louise Manifold, Ricky Hogan.  

Memberships Approved. Moved: Graeme Ralph Seconded: Kaye Jenkins Carried 

Correspondence: IN - Newsletters from other Clubs placed on table. 

 Invite from Good Old Boys (Edenhope) Rally, Sunday, July 15‘. 

 Portland Vintage Car Club. Details about ‘Around the Garages' on Sunday, 

May 27“. Note this is a week earlier than usual. 

Out - Nil. 

Moved: Wal Brinkmann Seconded: Lorraine Wilson Carried 

Building Report: No further progress as yet. 

 

Club Captains’ Report: Doug reported that the Sunday Run to 'Warrock Homestead' was a huge  

success with 43 members in attendance, plus 3 visitors and good weather to boot. 

 The next Club event is May 19 & 2om, the Two Day 50th Anniversary' weekend of the 

Hamilton Pastoral Museum and we require Club members to support this event as the Club  

Concours will be held on the Sunday. Help will be required from Members ALL weekend. 

It is also the National Motoring Heritage weekend where all cars, etc. should be seen 'out- 

and-about' to promote the Old Vehicle Movement throughout Australia. 

 Graeme and John Barke reported on the Anzac Day visit by the Rootes Group where we will 

require the help of members as we prepare Salad Rolls for the 1.0opm. Lunch-time visit. 

 April 24th will also be the Club Midweek Run where we have been asked to travel to 

Portland with The Rootes Group. 

 May 30th will be the Mid Week Run organised by Norm Gravestocks into the Dunrobin area. 

This will be a bring-your-own afternoon tea event. 
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Federation Report: As there has been no arrival of Minutes of the last meeting as yet, no Report.  

Newsletter Report: Lorraine has up-dated the email lists so if you don‘t receive a newsletter please 

let her know. Otherwise production of same is running very smoothly. 

Rally Report: Entry Forms have been all sent out. Alexander House to do both main Meals.  

$20 a head for the Saturday Night. Pre-packed Sunday Lunch Boxes at $14 a head. 

No normal Happy Hour hot food, but cold platters will be placed on each table. 

Caroline Woodward will type up Rally Book details, but cannot print same. 

Doug P. will do trip reports and Maps and liaise with Susie Clarke (Devon Park). 

Rally Badge design shown around and approved by all. 

Raffle Proceeds to be awarded to a Charity of our choice. 

Personal Lanyards or Badges for each entrant to be decided upon. 

Guest Speaker yet to be arranged and other fine details to be sorted out. 

Departure times: 8am. for Saturday. 11am. for Sunday (following a Car Display). 

General Business:  

 Graeme Ralph (via Carolyn Schurmann). The Triumph Car Club is hoping to be touring our district 

during the long weekend in March, 2019 and were asking if we could host them at a Dinner on the 

Saturday Night. 

 Club members' help is required in preparing Salad Rolls before the 1.00pm. arrival of the Rootes 

Group on Anzac Day. They depart at 2.00pm. 

 The Club Library documentation has been finished and you are required to sign out, and back in, 

any book you have a loan of. 

 Carol Baudinette has advised that the Pastoral Museum will be attempting to conduct Rocker Cov-

er Racing at their next two-day weekend. This is vehicles made from old rocker covers (no engines 

of any kind) and there are certain regulations to be enforced. For details contact Richard Neaves or 

Carol Baudinette. Could be a lot of fun on the weekend. 

 Robert Brody offered the use of his Dodge Roadster as a Club diSplay and hopes to set it up on 

ramps with maybe the legs of a mechanic sticking out from underneath (any volunteers). It was 

moved by Graeme Ralph and seconded by John Corcoran that the Club accepts Robert's offer and 

the motion was unanimously carried. 

 Russell Ward asked Graeme and Doug to seek clarification of the new Government Regulations in 

regards to the importation of cars from overseas when they attend the next Federation Meeting.  

Meeting Closed: 8.30pm. 

Next Meeting: May 18th at 7.30pm. 

 

Program: Gus & Glenyce Kuilboer ran a very interesting, and fun filled, Trivia 

Night after the meeting where those present were broken into groups of four 

and had to answer 50 general knowledge questions. In between each set of 

ten questions was a 'Who am I' quiz and at the end of the night we were all 

wondering who had the secreted mobile phone set up in acertain group of 3 

only as they won every block of chocolate on offer as well as being the 

top group on the night. Please explain Denis P., Royce Bastin and Ralphy!!! 
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BUSHFIRE RELIEF CAR SHOW WARRNAMBOOL   Doug Palmer 

 

On Saturday, April 7”‘ I decided to travel to Warnambool in the Falcon to help support those who suffered tragic loses in the 

bushfires that recently devastated the Western District. It was $10 per car well spent. 

The Show was held on the oval at Deakin University and was scheduled to begin at 10.0oam so I decided to get there a little 

early so as to gain a good parking spot. Imagine my surprise on arrival to find 107 cars already along the inside of the fence 

surrounding the sporting ground. 

Shannon’s Insurance was the main sponsor of the event and ably supported by the Federation of Vintage Car Clubs. There 

was plenty of hot food and coffee available to those who needed it and the stalls had conga lines of those waiting to be 

served for most of the day. 

My Falcon was parked at the head of the first line of cars down the centre of the oval and it did not take long for there to be 

four of these to accommodate those who arrived to support the event. There were cars of all descriptions (though very few 

Veteran and Vintage showed up) such as Classics by the hundreds, Hot Rods, Speedway Cars, Army Vehicles, etc. A lot of the 

owners had travelled long distances to give help to those in need. 

In all there were over 350 vehicles on display and the event eventually made some $30,000 to help those who suffered Fod-

der, Stock, Fence Lines and even lost their homes so it was well worth the effort to attend. 

There were only 3 of our Club cars there and beside myself there were Russell Ward Glenda Nixon in their 1926 Chrysler 

Coupe and Chris & Sharon Watt in their 1971 Falcon. 

It was a good days outing as I managed to catch up with a lot of old friends to chat with whilst wandering around looking at 

the cars. (Doug did not label his photos as he usually does so you will have to guess  what hey are) 
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April 25th Mid-Week Run. 

On ANZAC day we were visited by members of the Rootes Group Car Club who were enroute to a national rally in 

Victor Harbour S. A. and we took the opportunity to combine our mid week run with this visit. A small band of our 

members put together a lunch for our visitors which they thoroughly enjoyed in the comfort of our clubrooms. 

John Barke then lead the group on a ramble through Branxholme and Condah to the Budj Bim cultural landscape 

which has been nominated for world heritage listing. 

John explained the significance of this locality where the Gunditjamara people conducted a freshwater aquacul-

ture system in the wetlands on the lava flow from nearby Mount Eccles. It is regarded as one of the worlds oldest 

freshwater aquaculture systems still in existence. It was first constructed by Guditjamara ancestors over 6,600 

years ago. 

After giving us a detailed talk on the history of this system, John then lead the group via Tyrendarra and Narra-

wong to Vern McCallum’s historic photography display at Allestree.  

Some of our members remained at Budge Bim to explore further and inspect the remains of the permanent stone 

cottages that were once occupied by the Gunditjamara people.  

Unfortunately, only a small contingent of Hamilton members took advantage of this opportunity. but of course I 

appreciate that many people would have had other commitments on ANZAC day. 

The Budge Bim story is fascinating and I recommend another visit sometime in the near future. 

Many thanks are due to Jenni and John Barke for coordinating the band of workers who successfully catered for 

our visiting fellow enthusiasts. 

Graeme Ralph,  

  

 

 

One of the Hillman members Neil  Yeomans  had a great rally until almost home in Geelong where his Hillman 

Hunter  was cleaned up by a foreign tourist. Then  on Monday his other Hillman Husky was also damaged on the 

ring road in Melbourne. The dangers of just being on the road! Luckily  Neil’s profession is  a former panel beater 

so maybe the cars will rise again! 

Photos of the crew preparing lunch, Hill-

mans belonging to our club members and a 

line up of visiting Rootes Group members. 

The visiting members were most appreciative 

of the hospitality shown by our club. They 

were also extremely impressed wit our 

clubrooms. 
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SUNDAY VISIT TO "WARROCK HOMESTEAD’ 

The knees of my trousers are darned near worn through from 

praying that the weather would be kind to us for the April Sun-

day Monthly Run (a week early this time) and watching the 

weekly weather reports on the Television did not bode well for 

the weekend. Saturday was an absolute shocker and I thought 

that it would convince a lot of members to stay at home by the 

fire. 

I arrived early at the Clubrooms and was very surprised at the 

large number who gathered there for the run. By the time we 

departed there were 16 car loads assembled for the trip to our 

first stop at the Casterton History Centre (the Old Railway Sta-

tion). 

 

Very light occasional showers followed us out to Coleraine and 

across the back roads via Sandford. On arrival we picked up 

another 4 car loads of members and then following a talk by a 

member of the local Historical Group we explored the exhibits 

inside the old building. There were great sounds of laughter 

echoing through one of the rooms as members noticed the 

advertisements for cures such as cancer, hairless (would you 

believe some kind of cocaine), a bad back and even a 

cure to make you a better man (didn‘t quite get how that 

works) from the very early days. 

 

There were many photos of very early Casterton, homemaking 

implements, clothing and one of the most unusual mantle 

clocks that I had ever seen in that the pendulum had had an 

adjustable dial on the end of it to regulate the correct speed of 

the timing mechanism. There was even a pointer scale on the 

back wall of the clock to Show how far the pendulum was 

swinging to keep exact time. 

 

From there we travelled some 25 kms  out to Red Cap Creek 

for a picnic lunch and on arrivall, and several others, tried to 

open the special coded padlock so as to take the ears into the 

Casterton Angling Clubrooms. It was a bloody circus as mem-

bers came up with all types of methods to get that lock open 

and in the end we all failed so we climbed through the fence 

and thoroughly enjoyed our lunch on a truly picturesque spot 

beside the Glenelg River. 

 

The funniest thing was as we were leaving, back through the 

fence, Michael Woodward said to me let's have a look at THAT 

lock and within seconds he had it undone. He must have the 

magic touch as he tried the same tactics as myself whilst trying 

to get into the grounds. 

 

Photos— Some of the views of Warrock Homestead including the original fire engine used on the property, Buggy Shed 

and Museum McCormick Deering W30 Tractor out front, workers cottages, Belfry with working brass bell to summons 

workers when needed. 
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Warrock cont. 

From there we travelled on to 'Warrock Homestead’ to be greeted by 

the new owner, Scott Farquharson who explained the layout, and 

history of the property before conducting a tour of the many 'special' 

buildings (all 36 of them) that were built by the first owner, Mr. Rob-

ertson, and are now being preserved back to originality. The property 

was entirely self-supporting so there was no need for the workers to 

leave the area and is the recognised birth place of the first Australian 

Kelpie. 

 

The weather was very kind to us again and we had no rain whilst ex-

ploring the various buildings, including the inside of the original main 

home (the first building is still standing and was really just a one-room 

shack). Following our wanderings we then moved into the original 

two-bay coach house and enjoyed an afternoon tea of delicious 

scones, jam and cream, tea or coffee. 

 

Following our goodbyes to our gracious host we made our way home 

accompanied by the first shower of the afternoon. 

1 would like to acknowledge the valuable help of Greg & Julie Lindsay 

(picnic grounds) and John & Val Lawson (liaison with the ‘Warrock' 

owners) in helping me to organise the day. 

I received apologies from John & Jenny Barke, Robert &. Lorraine 

Scaife. 

Thanks to all of those 42 who attended (plus 3 visitors) what turned out to be a great days' 

outing. Seven of our new members, and two of their cars took part on their first outing. 

 

Photos -Picnicking at the Casterton Angling Club and Rick and Gillian Jacobs 1967 Humber Super Snipe 

Warrock Homestead and Rob and Heather Fraser talking to the owner Scott Farquarson 

 

With more than 30 heritage classified buildings dating back to 1843, the Warrock Homestead complex is arguably Victoria’s 

most significant historical settlement. Originally comprising of approximately 57 mostly timber buildings, the complex included 

a main homestead, workers’ accommodation, woolshed, stables and carriage house, blacksmith shop, storerooms, dairy work-

shops and kennels home to the first Australian “Kelpie”. The complex was entirely self sufficient and featured a landscaped gar-

den with significant trees and plant species and one of the first private glass greenhouses constructed in Australia.  



 

12                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter May 2018  

This and That      Lloyd Hocking 

 

If you are a proud owner of a classic UK motor car or bike, it could be that some of the wisdom below 
might resonate with you. 

Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of negative ions 
by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as "smoke". Smoke is the thing that 
makes electrical circuits work. We know this to be true because every time one lets the smoke out of 
an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be verified repeatedly through empirical testing.  

For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious quantities of 
smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if one observes smoke es-
caping from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will also be observed that the 
component no longer functions. The logic is elementary and inescapable!  

The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to another. When the wiring 
springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system, nothing works afterward. 

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely because they 
consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires. 

It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to electrical leakage 
than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point out that this is because Lucas is 
British, and all things British leak. British engines leak oil, British shock absorbers, hydraulic forks and 
disk brake systems leak fluid, British tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense se-
crets. 

Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the logic is clear 
and inescapable. 

In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission electrical energy in the form of smoke provides 
a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components especially British units manufac-
tured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.  

And remember: "A gentleman does not motor about after dark."  

Joseph Lucas "The Prince of Darkness" 1842-1903  

 

A few Lucas quips:  

The Lucas motto: "Get home before dark."  

Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit.  

Lucas - Inventor of the first intermittent wiper.  

Lucas - Inventor of the self-dimming headlamp.  

The three-position Lucas switch--DIM, FLICKER and OFF. The other three switch settings --SMOKE, 
SMOLDER and IGNITE.  

The Original Anti-Theft Device - Lucas Electrics.  

If Lucas made guns, wars would not start  

Back in the '70s, Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing vacuum 
cleaners. It was the only product they offered which did not suck.  

Q: Why do the British drink warm beer? A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators.  

This has been referred to as the smoke theory when the smoke comes out its finished, cooked or 
done for.  
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    Sunday 20th May 2018 has been designated National Motoring Heritage Day. Peak motoring bodies, AOMC and 
Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Clubs Encourage all Historic Vehicle Clubs to make a special 
effort to promote our interest with displays and activities that will convey to the general public, the significance of 
clubs such as ours in preserving the Motoring Heritage of our nation. On this day we will be conducting our Club 
Concours at the Hamilton Pastoral Museum in conjunction with the Museum Open Days (19th and 20th May)                      
Everyone is urged to attend both days with their Club Vehicles and help create an impressive display. 

50th Birthday Celebration Dinner. Friday 18th May This will be held at Alexandra House. This venue was chosen 
because other places to hire and get caterers in would have made the costs prohibitive. There will be an alternate 
set menu and cost will be $35 per head. Come at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. Drinks will be at bar prices. Tickets will 
be issued as they are paid for. We have hired the whole area so we have space for 120 people in total. We will 
have some invited guests so we are hoping that 110 members and friends will join us for the meal. If you wish to 
make up a table please let us know- the only tables with named places will be the official tables.  RSVP April 23rd 
or sooner if possible. Tickets can be paid for by direct Debit if desired.  Or cash to our treasurer Karyn Dyson or 
post a cheque to Dinner Co-ordinator, Hamilton Pastoral Museum Inc., P O Box 220 Hamilton. 3300 
Rally Dinner on Saturday night. A ladies meeting has been held to plan the rally catering and a menu set for Satur-

day night. Lamb roast and Apple Crumble is planned for a cost of $20 per head. The canteen is our main area of 

fund raising so we are hoping you will support this evening. Please book you place by 3pm Saturday19th. Catering 

for the weekend will take the usual format with morning and afternoon teas and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. If 

you can help with the donation of slices and biscuits Rally Dinner on Saturday night. A ladies meeting has been 

held to plan the rally catering and a menu set for Saturday night. Lamb roast and Apple Crumble is planned for a 

cost of $20 per head. The canteen is our main area of fund raising so we are hoping you will support this evening. 

Please book you place by 3pm Saturday19th. Catering for the weekend will take the usual format with morning 

and afternoon teas and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. If you can help with the donation of slices and biscuits. 

Hamilton and District VVC Drivers Club members are most welcome to join in these activities. 

Proposed Rocker Cover Races 
During the Pastoral Museum Weekend there will be a variety of activities to entertain all ages. One special event 
which is being considered is a series of races for Rocker Cover Racing Cars. This is for cars made using a rocker 
cover (from any sort of engine) which meets the following criteria: 
No engines or propulsion. 
No moving weights, springs, or any form of assistance. 
Gravity is your only friend. 
Wheels can be attached to the car in any manner, but must not extend beyond the front of the valve cover. 
Cars shall be based on an actual rocker cover from an engine. 
Cars must have at least four wheels, each no more than 150mm in diameter. 
Wheel choice is completely open, but must have a non-metallic surface contacting the track. 
Modification and decoration of rocker covers with wings, air scoops, roll cages, drivers, fake engines, paint, etc is 
not only allowed but actively encouraged. 
Total dimensions of the rocker cover including any modifications or deco-
ration must remain inside the critical dimensions outlined below. 
 
Critical Dimensions: 
750mm maximum overall car length. 
350mm maximum overall car width. 
250mm maximum overall car height. 
5.0 KG maximum weight.                                                                                                                         
There is a set of race rules to be adhered to. Young and older enthusiasts 
are invited to construct a suitable vehicle and take part. 

NATIONAL MOTORING HERITAGE DAY 

NEWS FROM HAMILTON PASTORAL MUSEUM 
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“Hillmans at Victor Harbor” 14th National Hillman Rally                                      John Barke  

Following the visit of the “Rootes Group Convoy to Victor Harbor” at the H&D 

VVC DC for a lunch on Anzac Day  (nine Hillmans & two Modern), we drove to 

Tyrendarra (eel traps) and Vern McCallum’s photo exhibition, stopping over-

night at Portland.  Some repairs and maintenance with plenty of advice! 

 

Thursday was free time to tour Portland – Powerhouse Motor Museum & Mar-

itime Discovery Centre.  Departing in the afternoon for Beachport.  John Barke 

managed to have a tyre shred itself and a wheel change was required. How many Rootes Group members are re-

quired to change a wheel?  Check out Facebook (try searching for Rootes Group & tyre change).  No injuries were 

sustained or wildlife disturbed. 

 

Beachport motel was a good place to stay although there was confusion about who was sleeping with whom.  All 

sorted so we headed off for a long drive through the Coorong to Meningie and Victor Harbor via Wellington ferry 

and Strathalbyn.  Driving old cars on 110 kmp roads is a challenge but all arrived safely. Peter & Lorraine Wilson 

and Reg & Kaye Jenkins greeted us as we arrived at the McCracken Country Club.  A meet & greet light meal was 

served where new and old friendships occurred. 

 

Saturday morning started with a bit of car cleaning for the Group and Individual car photographs.  My cousin Steve 

Freeman was the co-ordinator for the photography. Apparently we look somewhat alike so that provided lots of 

gossip.  We then drove down to the village green (Warland Reserve) for a Show & Shine display of all Rootes Group 

cars ( Humbers, Hillmans (Minx, Imp, Hunter, Avenger), Sunbeam and Commer. Nearly fifty cars dating from 1935 

to 1975.  Many locals wandered around the car display, looking and asking questions. 

 

After lunch we drove a few Ks to Warland Reserve and The Bluff high above the Southern Ocean.  Regretfully no 

whales were present for a display but the scenery is outstanding.  With the large number of cars for the lots, there 

was a muscular challenge for steering into tight carparks.  Even more of a challenge was the steepness and length 

of some roads into and out of the coastal area.  Only one Hillman Minx stalled on the steepest hill (that was not 

Peter & Lorraine’s Bumblebee Minx). Afternoon tea was served at one of the Hillman SA member’s homes in their 

beautiful extensive native garden 

 

Dinner was a Black & White affair at McCracken Resort with distribution of the Individual & Group photos with a 

notepad (endless diary) – very handy (beats notes on scraps of paper).  The theme for the night was Black & White 

and the winners were Jodie &  Murray Brown (Police woman and Convict in black & white overalls).  An auction of 

a wide range of goods was held to raise money for a local charity – over $3,000 raised. 

 

On Sunday the rally took us to the Murray River mouth via Goolwa and the Hindmarsh Bridge to Hindmarsh Island.  

The mouth is currently being dredged and there are barages to control the depth of water in the Coorong & Lake 

Alexandrina.  At the Barrages, there is a schematic of weirs and locks over the 3,000 kilometres of the Murray Riv-

er.  From Mildura to the Mouth, the Murray River falls about 50 metres! 

Next we went to the Goolwa Motor Museum owned by Michael Finnis (was “Collectable Cars” in Adelaide).  In 

2009 Michael Finnis was the agent for a Goolwa local from whom I bought my Blue Sunbeam Rapier.  Steve Free-

man said it would be an easy restoration!  There are about forty cars in the Museum – a range of Veteran, Vintage 

& Classic cars. Many were quite exotic. 
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Lunch followed at the Fleurieu Function Centre overlooking the yachts sailing and the rest of the afternoon was 

free time to explore Goolwa where the Cockle steam train runs back and forth to Victor Harbor, there is a fish-

ing fleet, coffee shops and brick-a-brac. 

 

Back at McCracken Country Club before dinner there was a Presentation of Awards.  The prize for the most 

popular car was the 1935 2 door Hillman Minx sedan – a beautiful restoration. In the Sunbeams, a very nice 

burgundy Sunbeam Rapier 1969 was the winner. 

 

After dinner, it was announced that the 15th National Hillman Rally would be held in Wagga Wagga in 2020. A 

lengthy presentation by Hillmans NSW then people rushed to make an expression of interest and deposit.  This 

was followed by a 60s, 70s and 80s band at deafening volume.  Even louder than my Sunbeam Rapier. 

 

On Monday morning after breakfast there was packing up, checks under the bonnet and farewells to friends 

new and old.  The Hillman SA club had organised a very good rally. 

 

All that was required was to safely drive home. The Hamilton contingent and the Rootes Group convoy mem-

bers all went their own way. 

 

 

 

 

Just a snapshot of 

some of the  places 

we went and the 

cars that were on 

the rally.  

Reg, Kaye, John, Lor-

raine and Peter en-

joying the final night 

dinner around a bar-

rel! 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com

