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In this issue 

• Calendar of event/Club Captain’s Report 

• Invitation events 

• Presidents report 

• My Car  

• This and That 

• Exhaust Notes 

• April  Run to Port Fairy 

• April Mid week run  to Mt Eccles  

• Minutes of the April meeting 

• Gawler Dodge Rally 

• June Rally Update and requests for assistance 

• June Rally registration form will be attached 

• Nomination Forms  for AGM in July 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/ 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

NEWSLETTER MAY 2019 

 

Required—Apprentice newsletter editor. If we don’t get one there will be no news-

letter in July or October as the Editor is taking a break. 

         

Our first official Annual Queens Birthday Rally visited Glendinning Homestead on 4th June 1978 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2018-19 
 

Welcome to New Members 

Jo and Mary Rose Dean  
 

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY:  

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Vacant  

TREASURER:  John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Kaye Jenkins / Reg  55 723058  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWK 

Doug Palmer  

Graeme Ralph  

55721070         0409 010 730  

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Gus Kuilboer  

Robert Brody 

Robert Fraser 

Russell Ward 

0418 344 390  

55725083  0427 507 693 

55724365  

0458 252 226 

55 788 257 

0412 407 893 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an ill-

ness, death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  John Corcoran 0409 850 676  

Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves,  

John Corcoran  

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0409 850 676  

55 725 083  0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is avail-

able on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2019 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@ 7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

May 17 Friday Club Meeting   

May 18/19 

Sat/Sunday 

The May event is the usual Pastoral Museum Open Days on the 18th & 19th and we will require help on 
both days to entertain people visiting our Clubrooms.  Don't forget that it is the Club Concours ( cars 
here by and entered by 11am on the Sunday of that weekend so get those vehicles polished up to 'the 
nines' and see if you can win a trophy for their particular class. Roster  Feature Austins in our garage 

Commercial vehicles will be a feature   of the weekend               Grand parade  cars Sat/Sun required  

May 26 

Sunday 

Please note that the AROUND THE GARAGES has been brought forward to Sunday, May 26th where we 
will be hosted by the Mt. Gambier Club  
Cost $10pp included BBQ Lunch and morning and afternoon tea 
Start 8:30am SA Time Mt Gambier Clubrooms 15 Shelton Street First departure @ 9:30am  - 2 garages 
12 noon Lunch at club rooms. 1:00pm second  another 2 garages. 3:30pm afternoon tea. 
For catering purposes approx. numbers required by Monday 20th May Peter Roulstone  0410424990  

May 29 

Wednesday 

May 29th.” A Ramble to Balmoral.” We are going to experience a very exciting round of activities on our 

May mid- week run. We will NOT gather at the Clubrooms, but meet at the Bridge Café, Cavendish at 

9.30 am for an early morning coffee before departing for Glendinning Homestead.      At the homestead 

the current owner will talk to us about the history of the property and we will have an opportunity to 

explore the garden. We then move on to the Western Hotel Balmoral and a roast lunch. 

After lunch we will visit Rocklands reservoir and share a BYO afternoon tea on the veranda nof Rock-

lands Lodge and take in the sights of Rocklands. Tea, coffee, coffee and hot water will be available. 

Please bring food for a shared afternoon tea. 

PLEASE ADVISE Graeme Ralph 0418344390 or ralphgb45@bigpond.com  no later than 22nd May of 
your intention to attend for catering purposes. Geoff Graham is Co-ordinating this event. 
 

June 7-10 Annual Queens Birthday Rally—see entry form for details. 

June 21 

Friday 

Annual Dinner and Presentation this will be held at the clubrooms and catered for by the 

club. RSVP attendance for catering purposes to Lorraine Wilson 0427724572 by Monday 18 

June.   Cost $10 per head. 6:30pm BYO there may be some alcohol left over from the rally. 

June 26 

Wednesday 

June 26th.  It is planned to visit an impressive sheep stud, with panoramic Grampians views, near Caven-

dish. Assemble at the Clubrooms at 1.00 pm for a 1.30m departure. BYO afternoon tea to share. Tea, 

coffee and hot water available. Rob Brody is the coordinator. 

July 19 

Friday 

Club AGM—Please consider nominating for committee positions. Current committee is look-

ing for replacements.  

July 31 

Wednesday 

July 31st. Norm Gravestock has a treat in store for July with a tour to the Corndale area near Casterton. 

Norm is a native of this region and for those of you who came on last year’s ramble to Dunrobin, then an 

equally entertaining day is assured! In the pipeline for next Club year we prospective visits to Sierra Park 

Merino Stud, Crawford River Homestead, a horse drawn carriage collection near Wartook and possibly a 

metal sculpture display at Lake Bolac.  

Graeme and Betty Ralph will be taking an extended holiday from June so we will need a coordinator 

for the mid- week outings. Anyone willing to assist should contact the Committee. Please help if you 

are able. 

mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018/19 

Secretary Pam is providing the editor with a list of events taken from other club  
newsletters and other sources. Please check with her for more information. 

Events from MAY 2019 

3-5   Vintage Drivers Club      Retrospeed Wilby Park Sprints 
4th    Southern Border Torque-Mt Gambier   Waikerie Show’n’Shine, Civic Centre  Lawns. 
4-5th          Maryborough District Historic Vehicle Club  113th Steam & Vintage Rally, Lake Goldsmith 
4-5th   Naracoorte Historic Vehicle Club    38th Naracoorte Swap Meet, Showgrounds 
5th   Southern Border Torque-Mt Gambier   Gawler Swap & Trash & Treasure 
5th   The Vintage Drivers Club     Economy Run (details to come) 
5th   Singer Car Club Of Aust. Inc.    Historic Rob Roy  (TBC)  
11th   WDHVC Geelong      Geelong Bay City Swap Meet  
17-19th         Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Inc.  43rd Historic Winton at Benalla 
18-19th  Hamilton Pastoral Museum     History in Action Open Days 
19th   Hudson Essex Terraplane Car Club Vic Inc.  National Motoring Heritage Day  
19th   Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club Inc.  FEDERATION Three Rivers Picnic, Atkinson Park, 
Kerang    
19th   Torque       Tea Tree Gully Historic Car & Motorcycle 
Show,Waterworld Aquatic         Centre, Golden Grove, Ridgehaven 
19th   Vintage Drivers Club      New Gisborne Steam Rally 
26th   Rover Car Club of Aust Inc.     Cavalcade of Transport, Yarra Glen Racecourse 
OPEN DAILY 10am-4pm . Portland Vintage Car Club Inc.    PORTLAND POWERHOUSE MUSEUM 
JUNE 
8th   Midura Vintage Vehicles Club Inc    Sunraysia Sports Aircraft Open    
            Day,Wentworth Airport 
8-10th   Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Morries on the Murray, Echuca 
8-10th   The Vintage Drivers Club     Baringhup Bash Contact:    
           stuart_mccorkelle@hotmail.com     
8-9th   Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Echuca Steam Rally 
JULY 
28th   Vintage Drivers Club      New members Day 
AUGUST 
3rd    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club Federation Delegates Meeting & AGM 
11th   Triumph Car Club of Victoria     The All Triumph Challenge, Winton   
           Raceway, Maximum 20 entrants.  
17-18th  Bellarine Historic Vehicle Club Inc.    Biannual two day Rally-Power of thePast 
24th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Federation Castlemaine Run 
24th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Federation Marong Picnic 
SEPTEMBER 
6-8th   Vintage Drivers Club      Wedderburn Winter Weekend    
29th    Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   Bay to Birdwood 
OCTOBER 
   Vintage Drivers Club      Spirit of the Twenties    
NOVEMBER 
16-17th   Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club   -Bendigo Swap Meet 

When I was googling for something to write about Mothers Day the first thing that came up was a whole series of articles on 

Mother’s Car Wax. It  is available in Australia but originated in the USA. 

Mothers wax started out very small with nothing more then one product: Mothers Mag and Aluminium Polish. They spent the 

weekend at car meetings and small events trying to put the word out. At bigger events, they only had a few banners, a hand-

ful of products and a 6′ by 8′ space. This soon grow into a large area, over 70 products and a complete staff to match the 

workload. Soon after releasing their first product, they where asked many times to give customers the 

same proper finish on their paintwork as their Mag and Aluminium Polish did on 

their wheels. Which started the process that would result in many different 

products. 

Read the original article at: https://www.detailingwiki.org/manufacturers/

mothers-wax/   It didn’t give a reason why it was called MOTHERS. 

mailto:stuart_mccorkelle@hotmail.com
https://www.detailingwiki.org/manufacturers/mothers-wax/
https://www.detailingwiki.org/manufacturers/mothers-wax/
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President’s report            Richard Neaves 

June Rally Update - last call. Get your entries in and offers of help     

Coordinators required (Please share the load!)  

Most positions now filled thanks to the members listed 

below 

• Rally treasurer (Kay Schultz) 

• Craft and  collection exhibition (Carol Baudinette) 

• Tea/coffee supervisor VACANT 

• Saturday lunch (soup and roll) (Betty Ralph) 

• Happy Hour Saturday  Food (Lorraine Wilson) 

            Bar Richard and Peter Wilson RSA required 

• Monday Brunch (Chris  and Rita White) 

• Marshalls (Gus Kuilboer) 

• Table decorations VACANT 

• Raffles and Sponsorship (Richard Neaves and 

Norm Gravestocks) 

• Raffle ticket selling VACANT 

• Saturday Car display organisation (Rod Potter) 

Catering requirements (start filling your freezer) 

• pumpkin or vegetable soup 

• slices and mini muffins (sweet and savoury) 

• Cut up carrot/celery cheese and cabana 

Coordinators will contact members for help 

 

As part of the June Rally we are looking for art/craft or 

collections from members to display on the Saturday 

morning at the HECC.   

Contact Carol Baudinette 

• Paintings 

• Craft—patchwork, needlework, knitting, wood-

work, leatherwork etc 

• Collections—dolls, teddies, models 

Hello fellow members and enthusiasts, how the months have flown and our annual Queens Birthday Rally will be 

upon us very soon. A little fine tuning is needed to finalise the weekend in what will be another great rally.  

A large convoy of members travelled to Port Fairy recently for a gathering and a talk at the Life boat and Rocket 

house building. The talk was very informative in regards to new self-righting technology in boats fore that era and 

the mechanics used with the Rocket and rope use.  

The Midweek “nostalgia run” to Mt Eccles was also well supported and a great time was enjoyed by all who attend-

ed.  A reminder to members we need cars for the Pastoral Museum Open Days 18th and 19th of May and our club 

concourse on the Sunday. We also need some helpers on the gates to assist the Pastoral museum people over the 

weekend. Don’t forget also around the garages at Mt Gambier May 26th will need to know the numbers very soon 

for those who intend to attend the day.      Happy motoring to all 

 Newsletters from other clubs 

We are increasingly receiving newsletters from other clubs by email. From now on I will forward these 
to all members via email when I receive them. 
I will not be isolating who wants to receive them. It will be bulk email out to my member list.  Please 
just delete from your email when they arrive if you do not wish to read them. 

 
Newsletters that are received by hard copy will be tabled at our meetings. 
 
The secretary will endeavor to read all newsletters that we receive and compile a list of events that may 
be of interest to members. These will be published in our newsletter hopefully in a timely manner 
 
Members – Don’t forget that other club’s Newsletters are a good place to source your spare parts. 
Many newsletters we receive have lots of things for sale or wanted to buy.  So, if you are looking, these 
newsletters are available for viewing at the clubrooms and some are even on-line. 
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Port Fairy            Lorraine Wilson 

We left late and caught up with other members at Potts Point. Some were settled along the breakwater enjoying 

the sunshine.  The new fish and chip shop at the wharf was a popular place to buy lunch. 

As organised the Life Boat Station was opened for us to view and over 20 of us headed there after lunch. 

The restored boat sits proudly in the shed. 

The Port Fairy lifeboat was built in Williamstown in 1857 and is the oldest surviving self-righting, self-draining lifeboat in the 

world. Co-incidentally, its sister boat, Portland, also survives (Portland Maritime Discovery Centre). 

 

The Port Fairy vessel is housed in its original lifeboat house, and is regularly taken to sea by a volunteer crew. Last Year, it was 

sailed to Portland and back to participate in the 150th anniversary of the wreck of the steamship Admella, to which the Port-

land  lifeboat attended and saved 19 lives. 

 

The Port Fairy vessel was decommissioned as a lifeboat at the beginning of World War 2, and subsequently used as a dredge in 

the Moyne, before being discarded on the river bank in 1975. A small group in the community, with the support of the Bor-

ough of Port Fairy, raised funds and co-ordinated the reconstruction of the lifeboat in 1995 and the impressive vessel was re-

launched in January, 1997. Since then, there have been over 100 voyages (relying upon oars (10) and sail ( a traditional dipping 

lug form, made in 1997 in traditional canvas) into Port Fairy bay, to Portland and, for its 150th birthday, was transported to 

Hobart to participate in the Australian Wooden Boat Festival in 2007. 

 

The boat has been carefully restored to represent the vessel in 1888 (based on a photograph at that time, and in the paint 

colours of the period. The lifeboat house was built in 1861 (in the bay, out from East Beach), before relocation on the Moyne 

in 1872, when it was fitted with a slipway. Close by is an intact Rocket House, which contains an extraordinary collection of 19 

and early 20th century maritime rescue equipment. The boat, buildings and rescue collection are listed on the Victorian Herit-

age Register 

After we thanked  ? Members took the opportunity to visit the main street of Port Fairy for shopping or a coffee before head-

ing home. 
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Midweek run to Mt Eccles         Graeme Ralph  

Our April mid- week run as intended was a relaxed social affair. Despite my exhortations the Vintage cars failed to 

appear, but considering the busy time with Easter and ANZAC day crowding in around us it is understandable that 

people had other commitments! 

However, we did travel at Vintage speed with our dependable 1924 Dodge leading the charge affording our convoy 

the opportunity to appreciate the vista of the Harman’s Valley lava flow before following Old Crusher Road west-

ward past the ever- impressive lava tumuli then weaving our way southward on some good sealed minor roads to 

the Mount Eccles picnic ground. 

A nice afternoon tea spread was set beneath the barbecue shelter for all to share as we appreciated the nice tidy 

surrounds and the serenity of the location, disturbed only by our lively conversation as we enjoyed the fellowship, 

so typical of these mid-week outings. 

In attendance were: Ten cars containing 17 members. 

Graeme and Betty Ralph 

 

                  

he Mount Eccles National Park, 

also the Budj Bim National Park, is 

a national park located in the 

Western District of Victoria, Aus-

tralia. The 5,470-hectare national 

park is situated approximately 270 

kilometres west of Melbourne and 

approximately 15 kilometres south-

west of Macarthur.  



 

8                                     Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter May 2019  

 My Car             Pam Pollock 

Owner: Carol Baudinette 

Make: Austin 

Model: A40 Countryman (Australian Body) 

Year: 1954 

Colour: Cream 

Engine: 1500cc 

Transmission: 3-speed manual column shift 

Carol and Ed , her husband,  grew up around Coleraine/ 
Casterton and after they married happily settled out that 
way. But by 1985, with Ed facing a long recovery from ill-
ness and surgery they decided a move must be made. 
Prompting this decision was  closer  medical treatment and emergency services if they might be needed. There 
would be no travelling involved to get to appointments. So in to Hamilton they came.           

Ed’s first car was an Austin A55 Cambridge purchased when he was just a lad. Ed bought it new from L E & M D 
Baudinette’s Garage in Coleraine. This may have had some influence over the decision later in life to purchase the 
Devon, as described below. 

In 1987 Carol and Ed attended a clearing sale at the showgrounds of the late Brian Falkenberg of Byaduk. Here 
they found a 1949 Austin Devon that took their fancy. They walked around it a few times checking it out and 
found it had no key. No key, no start! But somehow  they did get it started and amazingly, Neville Nolte happened 
to have a tin of keys with him, one of which fit the Austin. So they drove it home and had the car for the next 
twelve and a half years. 

Ed’s brother bought them a membership with the Austin A40 club with the first Rally they attended in 2003 
starting at Ballarat. There were 231 cars registered with over 400 people in attendance. They then joined the 
Hamilton and District VVC Drivers Club but did not immediately become active members. 

Ed’s health continued to decline and by 2006 he required a motorised scooter to get around and a vehicle to carry 
it. A bit of a search began and their son found Carol’s current car-the Austin A40 Countryman advertised in a mo-
tor magazine. Off to Kryal Castle they went to have a look and they have owned it since. 

The Australian body makes it different from the English models and gives an extra seat in the back. It is not a panel 
van, but could possibly be called a station wagon. Carol has never seen another like it, saying they are quite rare, 
but has seen a ute with an Australian made body. The vehicle has been ideal for the purpose it was bought for. 

Before it’s first big trip in 2009 with it’s new owners, the Austin had a few minor works attended to such as a new 
wiring loom and reconditioned brakes. The motor had already been done up. So off to Perth with five other Aus-
tins taking 5-6 days to get there. Carol says they all looked out for each other, but there were no major problems 
for the whole trip. Over all they have been to five Austin over Australia Rallies. 

The car is easy to drive and Carol likes the manual shift. She wonders though what will happen when she is no 
longer up to driving it. (My advice-keep driving and enjoying the car and worry about it when the time comes). 

So, when the roadworthy for Red plates is over and done with and the plates are on, Carol will be back behind the 
wheel with a grin on her face and a toot to all she passes.  (The car has up till now been on full rego). 

Since becoming a member of our club, Carol (and Ed, when he was with us) have missed only one of our annual 
Rallies. She says she really enjoys outings with the club, it is inclusive of members, like a big family; special people. 

Thank you Carol and we look forward to you out on the road in your Austin for a long time to come. 

Austin A40 Countryman on a run to Merino 

Doug: I think my mom’s getting serious about straightening up my room once and for all. 

Dan: How do you know? 

Doug: She’s learning to drive a bulldozer.  
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MINUTES  GENERAL MEETING  
Held at the Clubrooms Pastoral Museum 

Friday April 2019 

 

 
 

Meeting opened: 
Attendance: 
  
Minutes of Previous 
Meeting: 
Apologies: 

7.37pm 
  
Doug Palmer, Lorraine & Peter Wilson, Peter Cay, Pam Pollock, Rod Potter, John 
Barke, Adrian & Julie Stevens, Gus & Glenys Kuilboer, Peter Tew, Chris Watt. 
Richard Neaves, Bev & Ron Ainger, Peter Pollock, Russell Ward, John & Jenny 
Corcoran, Reg & Kaye Jenkins, Alan Wilson, Rob Brody, Helen Moore, Graeme 
& Betty Ralph. 
Moved: Peter Tew    Seconded:   Lorraine Wilson            Carried 

Business Arising LIBRARY: Graeme, Doug and Richard met with our librarian and sorted a few 
issues that were brought to the attention of the members & committee at last meet-
ing. As there is limited space, it was decided that we would not hold any magazines 
and those already on the shelves would be offered to give away. Ratty and dupli-
cated books were to be removed from the shelves as were those not deemed to be 
appropriate. Some duplicated texts are  to be shelved in the new office area for dis-
play. When borrowing from the library (and you are encouraged to do so) please 
sign the books out and back in. 
VACUUM CLEANER: Pam has chosen one she thinks will be suitable and it 
should be ready for action when we next meet. 
KITCHEN: Thermometers are on the shelves. A new record book will be pur-
chased. 
There is an addition to the motion re: delegates attending Federation meetings get-
ting re-imbursed for fuel costs. Motion: That the delegate also receives $50.00 on 
top of fuel costs. Moved: Doug Palmer    seconded: Adrian Stevens    carried 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY: No further ideas forthcoming to this time. Doug has 
old newsletters to peruse and perhaps put together a small book. Would like some 
help. 
Minutes of previous meeting accepted. 
Moved: Julie Stevens     seconded: Gus Kuilboer     carried 

Treasurer’s Report 
Outstanding Accts. 

As tabled. 
John has asked Kaye to step in while he is away. 
Motion that report be accepted and accounts be paid 
moved: John Barke     seconded: Peter Wilson     carried 

New Membership 
Applications 

Joe & Mary Rose Dean (accepted). 

Correspondence OUT: None 
IN: Mt Gambier club have formally invited us to the “Around the Garages” day on 
26th May. 
An invitation to display cars at Lake Hamilton boat ramp on May 12th for the 
Mother’s Day Classic. (Walk/run to support breast cancer research). 
Letter from Pastoral Museum requesting help on their Open Days in May. 
Correspondence accepted. 
Moved: Chris Watt     seconded: Gus Kuilboer     carried 

Club Captains Re-
port 

The Federation Mortlake Picnic was a great success with many cars from the club 
attending. There were also a few winners in the raffles, with Alan Wilson winning 
a lovely hamper. Doug is looking for a likely candidate to judge the Concorse on 
the 19th.He has organised three lovely cars to grace the garage showroom for the 
Open Days. Please get your entries in for the Queen’s Birthday weekend. 
Sunday’s course has been re-run and Doug and Gus will go out again to work out 
marshalling points and numbers required. 
Our visit to Hotspur was very successful also with another in the wind. 
Sunday is our trip down to Port Fairy. We will be visiting the historic lifeboat shed 
and getting some history on it’s deeds and restoration. 
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Building Committee From Rob Brody- Tiles for the toilets are on a pallet that the Pastoral Museum 
members can move when required. Graeme has volunteered to lay them once Rich-
ard has liased with Pastoral Museum as to their positioning. 
The office frame work has been completed. Many willing and enthusiastic volun-
teers worked all day Monday, part of Tuesday and then some of Thursday to com-
plete the job. Cladding is next. 

Federation Report Next meeting will be held about a fortnight after Doug returns from his travels and 
will be on the River somewhere. Doug feels he may not be allowed to attend. 

Newsletter report A stapling problem has been sorted. 
Postage proving to be quite costly when no one around to do letter box drops. 
If you do not want the newsletter to come via e-mail, please just delete it as there 
are too many on the mailing list to go through and edit out one or two names. 
Please remember, members, your newsletter is put together by volunteers and takes 
many hours out of their valuable time. Helpers are always welcome. 
Lorraine is looking for someone to help do the newsletter while she is away in July 
and October. 

Rally Report 36 entries so far. 
Helpers still required. 
Badges are on the way. 
Council are providing goody bags. 
The Rally book is progressing well. 
Lorraine has sent a request to Federation for a trophy for the Rally. 
John states he should be back from holiday and able to help with tea and coffee and 
maybe marshalling. 

Welfare Officer CONGRATULATIONS to Peter and Lorraine Wilson on the arrival of another 
granddaughter for them to spoil. 
Wishing Rob Brody a quick recovery after spending the weekend in hospital. 

General Business Rob Brody gave a report via Helen Moore and this also by phone. They gave rides 
at the Teddy Bear’s Picnic and raised just over $70.00 that was presented to the 
Model Railway Club committee. Peter Milburn in his Dodge, Glen Beveridge in 
his Austin Healy Sprite and Rob had both his Dodge Tourer and Dodge ute giving 
rides all day that proved to be very popular. Don and Stuart McDonald turned up 
but did not give rides. 
BEFORE the meeting began Graeme Geoffries from the Pastoral Museum talked to 
us about their expectations for the Open Days. 
The theme for the weekend is “Commercial Vehicles” and they would like people 
to bring along vehicles that fit this genre and maybe memorabilia. 
They have given us a roster for gate duty and hope we can support them as well as 
we did last year. He expressed their appreciation for our efforts. There is a survey 
they would like filled out as people come through. 
They also wish for us to be more involved with the Grand Parade. Not only with 
cars but  with marshalls also. 
They are thinking about only one access point over the weekend and giving out 
armbands for access to the other site. 
Discussion ensued re: sharing of defibrillator. Suggestions-maybe a central box 
that safety officers have access to. Maybe Pastoral Museum look at getting a grant 
to purchase one for “across the road”. 
Maybe a sign could be placed on outside wall advising a defibrillator was available 
on the premises. And finally a two way access to the defibrillator from the window. 
( In a glassed in case). 
REPCO has invited our club to be involved in their 87th birthday celebrations this 
coming Saturday. They are having a mini show’n’shine as well as many other ac-
tivities. Monies raised go to the Children’s Hospital. 
DON’T forget our run to Port Fairy on Sunday. The weather should be kind to us. 
ANZAC DAY is coming up and we have been asked to supply 4-5 cars for the pa-
rade. Contact Kaye or Reg Jenkins. 
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Meeting Closed 8.37pm. 

Guest Speaker We had a very enjoyable Trivia competition with Gus and Glenys providing the questions and answers 

and of course importantly! THE CHOKKIES. Those in attendance took the competition very seriously and there was much rival-

ry (maybe some cheating?) that I don’t think helped at all. Scores were low, there were some surprise and surprised winners, 

but a great evening was had by all. Thanks to Gus and Glenys. 

Next Meeting May 17th. 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson  editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like 

you to volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time.  

Some interesting articles submitted by Pam 

Pollock 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS 

1. Which nail grows fastest?  

2. What temperature does water 

boil at? 

3. Who discovered penicillin?  

4. What Spanish artist said he 

would eat his wife when she died?  

5. What did the crocodile swallow 

in Peter Pan?  

6. Where is the smallest bone in 

the body?  

Answers 

Middle, 100c,Fleming, Dali, Alarm 

clock, ear, 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
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This and That                                                       Lloyd Hocking 

Recently I purchased a copy of a motoring book titled "Vintage Bentleys 

in Australia, It is a large and heavy volume and was prepared and print-

ed in Australia and gives a complete history of every Bentley which 

came to Australia- Bentley cars were magnificent sporting machines 

which were manufactured in England from 1921 to 1931 when unfortu-

nately the money ran out. Of course the world wide depression started 

about then Which did not help the sales of Bentley motors which were 

expensive motors, 

The first Bentley was the four cylinder 31itre, followed by the 4 cylinder 

4& a half litre, then the 6 and a half litre 6 cylinder, followed by the 6 

cylinder 8 litre model, The 41itre was the last of the offerings by Bent-

ley in 1931, but unfortunately this model was not designed in the same 

mould as all the previous Bentleys. I believe the company was running 

out of money by this stage and the companies Board decided to order 

the litre which was not a sporting model like all the previous models 

but the company hoped it would attract buyers of the not so sporty. A 

friend of mine compared the 41itre model with the Vauxhall 23/ffl 

which was a very good car but heavier than the 30/98 Vauxhall and did 

not have the same performance. There were probably only about eight 

of these 4 litre cars that came to Australia. If you are every in Lygon St 

Carlton down the end near Jimmy Watson's Restaurant and take a turn 

to the left down at the bottom road , there on your immediate left is a 

car park and quite often parked in this car park is a 41itre Bentley clad 

in a Vanden Plas body. This is usually clad in a large car cover.  

The first part of the Bentley book relates a lot of the history of the early days of manufacture and the cars which 

came to Australia, Tales such a Bentley racing at Aspendale near Melbourne against an Essex 4, The Essex 4 engine 

was the same size as the Bentley, 3 litres, I restored an Essex 4 many years ago. It was a great machine, fast and the 

best clutch and I have every used .Unfortunately the brakes were frightful! I Often refer to the Essex 4 as the poor 

mans 3 litre Bentley! 

The Bentley book has loads of pictures which show Bentleys in the 1920's through to modern times. I really enjoyed 

the period photos. One thing that really struck me was the condition of the roads back in the 1920's. In the bush 

they were really carved out between the trees! 

The last part of thig magnificent Bentley Book" is the list of all the Bentleys which have passed through Australia 

over the years. Engine numbers, previous owners and loads of pictures would almost cover all cars from the 1921 

to 1931 period, 

A most enjoyable book and congratulations must go to the people who organised all its contents. It is not cheap but 

the information and quality Of the printing is first class. 

One often reads articles comparing the performances Of 4änd half litre Bentleys and Vauxhall 30/98's I did a small 

calculation the other day and worked out the engine capacity of the 4 and a half Bentley and the 30/98. engine. The 

Bentley engine is 100mmx 140mm which equals 4.4 litres capacity. The 30/98 engine is 98mm x 140mm which 

equals 4.23 litres .This makes the Vauxhall engine smaller by the Bentley by 17cc. —Not a great deall NOW the 
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This and That cont.                                                      Lloyd Hocking 

Exhaust Notes 

Bentley engine as manufactured developed 110 bhp. and the Vauxhall engine as manufactured developed 110bhp 

also. Nothing between these two! 

I recently read an articling written some years ago about a 

Vauxhall owner and a Bentley owner as above, decided to 

have a race to see which was the fastest car. The track was 

over a measured distance and it was found that the 30/98 was 

the initial quickest, but the Bentley was fastest overall as it 

would out-brake the Vauxhall on the corners! 

The Vauxhall 30/98 is really an amazing motor. The basic en-

gine was designed and built    in 1913 as a side valve engine 

which developed 100 bhp. In 1924 Vauxhall added an OHV 

conversion which developed 110 bhp . Evidently the car is no 

faster than the side valve engine one. The 30.98 does look like 

the 1913 model if you  have a good look at the chassis. The engine is held in a sub frame and braking a hand operat-

ed    lever on the external side of the driver. The footbrake operates the front wheel brake and transmission brake 

The 30/98 is a great touring car, loping all day at 55 tp 65 mph. It is often known by the nick name “a thirsty” 

15mpg at touring speeds. 

Treasurer John Barke and Jenny have packed their bikes into duffel bags and 

flown off to cycle around Germany and France . Hope they can put it together 

although I’m sure its not the first time for the intrepid pair. 

Congratulations to Lorraine and Peter Wilson on the birth a 

new granddaughter Florence Rose Penny. It looks like girls 

rule in the Penny household. Number 3. 

 

Sue Mason was seen with camera  searching out the bird life around Mt Eccles. 

She says she saw around 8 different species. Most of the other club members 

only saw the afternoon tea! 

A few members have been working hard to construct the John Corcoran Work-

shop. The framework is complete and the lining boards have been sourced and 

should be installed soon.  

Thanks to those members who brought their cars to the ANZAC Parade to ferry 

some of the old diggers. Pity the council couldn’t find the key to the gates at 

Melville Oval. I believe a little break and enter occurred. 

Winter sees many of our members heading away. Barry and Carole Walter are 

off to the UK and Europe, The Ralphs will be on an  extended holiday firstly to 

Cooktown and later on to the West Coast. Lloyd and Bob have been to Tasma-

nia,  

The editor is heading to China  at the end of June and really does need a re-

placement.  
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Gil Purdie of the Dodge Brothers Club of Australasia and his crew put together a superb weekend event for a small 

group of DBCA enthusiasts from 5th to 8th April 2019.  

Strong winds and dust storms did not deter the intrepid band as they converged on Gawler from various remote 

locations including Port Lincoln Whyalla, Millicent, and Kalangadoo. We joined in from Victoria, unfortunately 

without our Dodge, but we enjoyed the Barossa Valley in the comfort of the BMW 320i. The other Victorians 

(Mexicans!) were Nigel and Georgina Wooster driving the ex-Chris White/Roger Warburton 1917 Dodge Roadster. 

Activities commenced with a welcome barbecue on Friday evening as guests of the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and 

Classic Car Club. Some pleasant hours were spent making acquaintances and renewing friendships. 

On Saturday morning we assembled for a most leisurely tour along some winding country roads, stopping off at 

Williamstown to gather some sustenance, then moving on to the Barossa Dam and its intriguing “Whispering 

Wall.” The unusual concave shape of the concrete dam wall has given it special acoustic qualities. whereby sound 

is carried along the wall without loss of intensity and a whispered word at one end is clearly audible at the other 

end 140 metres away. 

           

The convoy then rambled on to the home of DBCA members Graham and Chris Haggie, taking care to close the 

gate to keep the sheep from wandering and keeping a watchful eye on the nearby mob of curious kangaroos, lest 

one decided on a closer inspection of one of the Dodges. 

Lunch was enjoyed on the wide verandah in a tranquil bush setting before Graham shared his passion for various 

indulgences including an outdoor model railway in a miniature wild west landscape, complete with wandering bi-

son, trestle bridges, cuttings and “Rocky” mountains. Graham’s friend John manned the controls, demonstrating 

how modern technology can reproduce the sights and sounds of the old Santa Fe steam loco and others. 

Back up on the hilltop we saw evidence of fine craftmanship in beautifully restored and rebuilt buggies, a boat- tail 

bodied 1928 Dodge and another under construction in the workshop, with  

completed woodwork, awaiting its sheet metal. 

                          .  

On Sunday 7th April the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car Club ran their annual Veteran and Vintage Rally 

which attracted 60 entries including nine DBCA vehicles. 

Veterans and motorcycles were flagged off first and made their way sedately along picturesque country roads 

lined with grand old red gums and into the Barossa Valley proper for a morning tea stop on the village green at 

Lyndoch. Vintage vehicles came along close behind and all made an impressive display with nearby vineyards 

providing a backdrop of early autumn colour. 

Following a very satisfying morning tea the convoy ambled on via quaint villages with evidence of the Barossa’s 

thriving wine industry at every turn. Vineyards, wineries and delightful village streetscapes viewed at such a lei-

surely rate made it a truly memorable journey. 

Dodge Brothers Club Gawler  Rally        Graeme Ralph 
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On arrival at Greenoch the vehicles assembled on the lush green oval where participants partook of lunch and 

refreshments and some lively social interaction before the presentation of awards. To the delight of our DBCA 

contingent, Nigel and Georgina Wooster accepted the President’s trophy for their 1917 Dodge Brothers roadster. 

They were also recognised as the entrant that travelled the greatest distance to attend the rally. 

The day was nicely rounded off with a presentation dinner at a local Gawler Hotel where Gil made some presenta-

tions as we all wined and dined in the good company of fellow Dodge Brothers enthusiasts. 

Peoples Choice award went to the 1928 Boat Tail roadster of Graeme and Chris Haggie, with runner-up awarded 

to the 1929 one- ton truck of Don and Beryl Knowles.  

The hard luck award went to Danny McGuinness who had some fuel system problems with his 1923 buckboard.    

The rally concluded with a farewell breakfast catered for by the ever- helpful members of the Gawler Club and we 

left with fond farewells and a big debt of gratitude to Gil Purdie, Marilyn Speers, Alison Purdie and Scott Smith for 

a most entertaining weekend. 

Graeme and Betty Ralph 

                 

                                                            Peoples’ Choice: First and Second 

                                                                               

Graham Haggie has this fine roadster  For Sale. Contact 08 8568 2477 for details 
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Alvis/Elvis follow up           Pam Pollock 

My motto is -fake it till you’re found out; and I was! But I can laugh about it 
and learn. I love my cars (and practically anything that makes a noise), but I 
never said I knew a lot about them.  

Anyway!   Alvis/Elvis.   I did a bit of research and this is what I came up 
with. 

The Alvis Car and Engineering Company 

 Alvis was a British manufacturing company based in Coventry from 1919 
to 1967. 

 They produced automobiles, racing cars, aircraft engines, armoured cars 
and other armoured fighting vehicles. 

 The company became a subsidiary of Rover 
in 1965 and car manufacturing ceased, but 
armoured vehicle manufacture continued. Alvis then became part of British 
Leyland and in 1982 was sold to United Scientific Holdings, renaming itself 
Alvis plc. 

The original company T G John and Company Ltd was founded in 1919 by 
Thomas George John and produced stationary engines, carburettors and 
scooters. 

The logo was changed to what you see today, as it was too similar to the 
Avro aircraft logo of the time 

  Geoffrey de Freville designed the first Alvis engine and is also responsible 
for the company name, although there is some speculation as to how it 
came about. 

 In 1922 Daimler lost it’s assistant works manager George Thomas Smith-
Clarke to the Alvis company along with their draughtsman, William M 
Dunn. This extremely talented team produced some of Alvis’  most suc-
cessful products over a 28 year period. 

 De Freville’s first engine design was a four-cylinder engine with aluminium 
pistons and pressure lubrication; unusual for that time. The first model us-
ing this engine was the Alvis 10/30 an instant success. It established Alvis’ 
reputation for quality workmanship and superior performance. 

 Up to the outbreak of the second world war the cars were elegant and full 
of innovations including independent front suspension, servo assisted 
brakes and in 1933 the world’s first all synchromesh gearbox.In 1928 the 
Alvis 12/75 came with front wheel drive,in board  brakes, an overhead 
camshaft AND optional Roots type supercharger. 

 Alvis did not do their own coachwork, instead relying on coachbuilders of 
the day. This later causing great problems after the war when coachbuild-
ers were very hard to find. They occasionally moved away from their usual 
firms and so there are some individual or “one -off” designs that might still 
be seen today. 

Manufacturing of cars ceased in 1940 after bombing raids destroyed part 
of the factory but resumed in 1946. Production on aircraft engines and 
equipment for Rolls Royce continued for the duration of the war. 

By the mid sixties even though the cars were quality, fast and well built, 
were becoming too expensive. Take overs took a toll and the manufacture 
of cars ceased in 1967 In 2009 Red Triangle announced the 4.3.ltr  short 

1938 4.3 litre sports saloon 

1938 4.3 litre sports saloon 

Maybe 1935-36 

1967 3ltr series 1V  drophead 
coupe or cabriolet 

 FV603 Saracen armoured person-
nel carrier 
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chassis tourer would again be available. Close to pre-war models. 

Elvis’ Cars of the Past 

  Elvis was not a snob when it came to selecting his cars. If he liked 
the look of it he would buy it. If he passed a showroom and liked 
the car on display and decided to buy it, even in the middle of the 
night, the dealer was found. If he didn’t want to deal, Elvis just said 
I’ll go somewhere else-they usually dealt! 

 In the 50s he owned a second hand volkswagon and two BMW 
507s. 

  In the 60s he had Ford Lincolns, Cadillacs, Rolls Royces and many 
more. 

 In the 70s his collection grew and he bought, sold or gave away, 
collected Cadillacs, a Mercedes Benz 600, Ford T-Birds and at least 
four Stutz Blackhawks. 

 His first pink Cadillac was a 1954 that provided transport for him-
self and his band, but after only about three months, the brake lin-
ings caught fire and the car burnt up on the side of  the road. 

His second and most famous Pink Caddy was eventually given to his 
mother who never had a licence. Elvis would drive her. This car,  
originally blue with a black roof was repainted by a neighbour. He 
made up the pink colour and called it “Elvis Rose”. 

 Elvis was partial to American cars , but no matter, if it looked good 
it was his. Cost was not an issue. It could have been $50 or $5,000. 

He had a bit of a love affair with the Stutz Blackhawks and owned 
four. He was the first person in America to own one. One was a pre-
production prototype and his favourite was a 1973 Stutz Blackhawk 
111.    

I hope you have enjoyed these little peeks into the Alvis/Elvis cars 
and if you wish you can read the full articles on the websites below. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Alvis_Car_and_Engineering_Company 

https://www.elvis.com.au/presley/elvis-
presleys-cars.shtml 

Hamilton & District VVC Driver’s Club Inc A0009739L 

NOMINATION FORM 2019/2020 
              _________________________________________________ is nominated for the position of 

               Mark box 

 
 

 Nominated by ________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Seconded by__________________________________________________ 

 Signed_______________________________________________________ 

 Signature of person nominated ___________________________________ 

 Date _________________________ 

 President  Vice President 

 Secretary (also Public Officer)  Assistant Secretary 

 Treasurer  Assistant Treasurer 

 Club Newsletter Editor  Federation Reps(2) 

 Committee member (4)  Club Captain(s) 

Our Annual general Meeting will be held on 

Friday 19th July at the Clubrooms.  

All committee positions are vacant and we 

are looking for members to step up  

Please hand nominations to President or 

Secretary 

Nominations will be taken on the night. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvis_Car_and_Engineering_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvis_Car_and_Engineering_Company
https://www.elvis.com.au/presley/elvis-presleys-cars.shtml
https://www.elvis.com.au/presley/elvis-presleys-cars.shtml
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


