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In this issue 

• Calendar of events includes Club Captain’s Report   

• Invitation events from other clubs  

All events are cancelled until further notice 

• President’s report 

• This and That 

• Rootes Group in Melbourne 

• The Things That turn up Unexpectedly 

• Exhaust Notes 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

 

NEWSLETTER MAY 2020 

Delving into the Archives—Our clubs first  Annual Rally in 1978  

This will be the first year that we have missed holding a rally 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2019-20 
  

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Vacant  

TREASURER John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER VACANT  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWEEK 

VACANT 

VACANT 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Dennis Dawson 

Warrick Hanstead 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 328 622 

0417 865 048 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an illness, 

death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

 

Denis Polack 55723284 Chairman 

Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Russell Ward 0412 407 893 

Robert Brody 0458 252 226 

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is available 

on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/


 

3                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter May 2020  

2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

May 15 –17  Wolseley Car Club Rally  Saturday 16th  providing a lunch (Dennis Belcher) 

June 5-8 Queens Birthday Weekend Rally Assistance required  
Registration forms will be available with this Newsletter. 

President’s Report           Richard Neaves     

Hello fellow member’s how things can change in a very short time span. COVID–19 has created a very big head 

ache for all of us. The committee has suspended all club activities, until such times as it safe to hold meetings.  As 

the demographics of our member’s ages are high it was an easy discussion for the committee to make.  The build-

ing members have been busy fitting a double sided cabinet into the green door, to house the Defibrilator so it can 

be accessed by both Car Club and the Pastoral Museum thanks to all concerned. Be patient when paying your Club 

permit rego’s at Vic Roads. To all members look after your health, take all necessary precautions and we will meet 

in the not to distance future. Happy isolation.   

A note from the editor         Lorraine Wilson  

In this time of social distancing we have made the deci-

sion that the future issues of the newsletter will be 

emailed only. 

I have been through the registration forms and although 

75 members requested it to be posted I have 28 mem-

bers who have not provided an email address. Unfortu-

nately they will miss out on the next few editions. 

If you know any of the  members who will  

not receive this perhaps you could organise to ring and 

tell them any news or check if they have an email that 

you could forward it to. 

I will ring around to check as some email 

addresses bounce back or tell me their in 

boxes are full. 

Thanks to the few who have contributed articles. 

Would love to hear from a few other members with 

stories of cars, travels or anything else that might fill 

the pages. 
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UPDATED ADVICE – ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLUB PERMIT RENEWALS  
AND CLUB PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

  
I refer to recent contact about arrangements for club permit renewals, and my advice that permit should 
only be paid through mailing the renewals to VicRoads. I would like to update this advice. 
  
As you are aware, a number of queries have been made about the availability of payments by credit card, 
given that many people no longer have cheque books and money orders have a purchase cost. 
  
After some discussion today, it has been determined that: 
  

•       Whilst they remain open, VicRoads Customer Service Centres will continue to accept pay-
ment for club permit renewals. 

•       If permit holders do not wish to attend a customer service centre, they can continue to renew 
permits though mailing the renewal to VicRoads, GPO Box 1644 Melbourne 3001 

  
The renewal process is described on VicRoads’ website. 
  
Queries have also been received about applications for new permits.  The process for applying for new 
permits has not changed, and is described on VicRoads’ website. https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/  
New club permits can continue to be applied for at VicRoads’ Customer Service Centres. 
   
John Lewis 
Principal Practice Advisor - Registration and Licensing 
VicRoads 

From my Facebook 
Just so I NEVER forget..... April 4, 2020 
 
Petrol prices at a record low at 95c  
School ‘cancelled’ 
Self-distancing measures are enforced 
Tape on the floors of grocery stores to help dis-
tance shoppers stay 1.5m from each other. 
Non-essential stores and businesses closed. 
Parks and entire cities locked up. 
Entire sports seasons cancelled. 
Concerts, tours, festivals, entertainment events 
- cancelled. 
Weddings, family celebrations, holiday gather-
ings - cancelled. 
No masses, churches are closed. 
No gatherings of 100 or more, then 50 or more, 
now 3 or more. 
Only 10 people allowed at a funeral, 5 at a wed-
ding. 
Queues into Centrelink snake around the block 
for KMs. 
Children's outdoor play parks are closed. 
Pubs, restaurants and cafes are only allowed to 
offer takeaway.  
Shortage of masks, gowns, gloves for our front-
line workers. 
Shortage of ventilators for the critically ill. 
Panic buying sets in and we have no toilet pa-
per, no disinfecting supplies, no paper towel, no 
hand sanitiser. 
Shelves are bare. 
No pasta, rice, flour - limits in place on most 

other items.  
Manufacturers, distilleries and other businesses 
switch their lines to help make visors, masks, 
hand sanitizer and PPE. 
Government closes the border to all non-
essential travel, and makes it mandatory to self 
isolate for 14 days. 
All flights cancelled.  
No interstate travel. 
Fines are established for breaking the rules. 
Press conferences almost daily from Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison. 
Chief Medical Officer gives daily updates on 
new cases, recoveries, and deaths. 
The streets are empty.  
Major attractions are ghost towns.  

People wearing masks and gloves ( ) 
outside. 
Essential service workers are afraid to go to 
work. 
And equally afraid to go home to their families. 
 
This is the Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
 
Why, you ask, do I write this status? 
 
One day it will show up in my memory feed and 
it will be an annual reminder that life is pre-
cious, and to never take things we love dearly 
for granted! That we survived these unprece-
dented times.  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
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Rootes Group in Australia  articles with permission  from  the Inverted Commer supplied by John Barke 

Significant models produced by Rootes Australia 
included the following: 

Hillman Minx - assembled from 1946.[3] 

Humber Super Snipe - assembled from 1953.[11] 

Sunbeam Mk III - assembled circa 1955 [12] 

Sunbeam Alpine - assembled circa 1955 [12] 

Humber Hawk – assembled to 1964 [13] 

Singer Gazelle - assembled from 1957 to 1961[14] 

Hillman Super Minx [15] 

Humber Vogue - assembled from 1962 to 1965.[11] 

Hillman Imp - from 1964[16] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-M216-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Super_Snipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-M226-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Mk_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-MkIII-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Alpine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-MkIII-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Hawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer_Gazelle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-M436-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Super_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Super_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-M226-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Imp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-16
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The Hillman Minx was the first and 

most popular Rootes Australia ve-

hicle. This is a 1956 Mark VIII Gay-

look De Luxe Saloon[1]  

The Humber Vogue was assembled 

from 1962 to 1965  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Vogue
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ANZAC DAY 2020 #Anzacathome        Lorraine Wilson 

During the week I received a message  on the phone from a neighbour inviting residents in the 

street to stand in our driveways at 6am to celebrate ANZAC Day. 

Wanting to to show my support I quickly got to and raided the garden of rosemary and made a 

wreath with printed poppies to hang on our letterbox and found some battery powered candles left 

over from another occasion. 

As I am not an early riser these days, I put the alarm on and crept out into the blackness. I looked up  

and down the street and I could see a few lights and candles flickering. Across  the road was slightly 

visible, a young Monivae student dressed in his cadet uniform proudly holding a candle and standing 

to with his mum. I could see the outline of a few people moving about and at 6am the sound of the 

trumpet playing the Last Post filled the darkness. It was quite surreal. 

After a minutes silence the Reveille was played as the dawn was emerging. What a beautiful sunrise, 

glowing pink and gold! 

Keeping our social distance we had a chance to connect with our neighbours who had made the 

effort to be part of this unique experience.  Judy Hill well known music teacher was proudly display-

ing her trumpet I must admit that I don’t know all our neighbours and I met several that I knew lived 

there but had only ever waved to. 

Again at 10 am the neighbours ,swelled by a few more , gathered for an encore with the National 

Anthem being played on a viola by one of the young girls, the Ode being read by the young cadet and 

our trumpeter played a few old tunes as well as the Last Post and Reveille.  

This would have to be one of the most memorable ANZAC Day celebrations I have attended.  

In the deepest quiet known for years, 

Listen closely to this empty silence, 

The trees that sough, the boom of surf, 

The night alive with a hum of bubbles: 

Pivotal moment in the nation's story, 

As each of us mooches, and broods on 

The philosophical guts of the whole damn thing. 

From the abandoned streets of the big parade, 

To a people blockade, our islands quarantined, 

And the taste of siege at the break of day, 

Now is the April of our discontent 

Made into the browns and golds of autumn. 

Our hearts, the slow drumbeat of Anzac Day, 

With fresh wreaths laid on the Unknown Sol-

dier's Tomb, 

And poppies that bleed for the Cenotaph's dead. 

Those in uniforms bedecked with medals 

Wait, like all of us, at a self-aware distance. 

My father slumped down in his wheelchair, 

Proud of the war medals pinned to his chest, 

Never lived to see the fetch of this swell, 

Or hear this alarm bell, watch this rising tide. 

Shadows reach out like Sauron's Riders, 

The Nazgul, as the menace of the microbe 

Marches implacable, on a day that marks 

A remembrance of sacrifice and loss, 

Written in textbooks as exalted poetry, 

Made from a nation's flesh and blood. 

Spirit of Anzac means courage, resistance. 

See bird wing lift over leaf, higher, 

Then higher, to fly the unbudgeable hill, 

And a cloak of arohanui thrown on all: 

So be strong, be staunch, be true, be bold 

— Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui. 

David Eggleton NZ 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?

  Listening to the Silence Anzac Day 2020 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12327261
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THE  THINGS  THAT  TURN  UP  UNEXPECTEDLY            Doug Palmer 

Everybody (I think) knows that I have assembled many histories of the early motor garages of Hamilton but even 
though I think I have collected every possible photo of these garages another seems to pop up that HAS to be part 
of my records. 

The one that has me totally stumped is the garage of K. J. Gamble which was situated approximately where the 
Woolworths service station now sits.  I have a photo of one of his Rally Volkswagens (he used to participate in 
most of the major Australia-wide events) parked outside the building, but try as I may, following many leads sent 
to me, a photo of the building in its entirety has eluded me – but maybe something like the following will turn up, 
I hope! 

 I discovered that in the late twenties there was a motor dealer at 220-224 Gray Street (across from the Fire Sta-
tion) selling Dodge vehicles.  I thought that this was a little strange as Heine Bros. & Wade of Thompson Street 
were the only local dealers at that time.  This new dealer only lasted for 2 years and then a company called Din-
neny & Schramm took over and they were selling Pontiac, Oldsmobile and Vauxhall vehicles. 

This partnership, that was formed by Mr. Roy Schramm of Penshurst, lasted only four years and then that particu-
lar garage closed down also with Mr. Schramm concentrating on motor dealings from his very well known garage 
in Bell Street for many years.  I had never been able to find a 
photo of the Hamilton garage until one day I received an 
email from a person in Sydney whom had been in touch with 
the Hamilton History Centre, asking if I was the person assem-
bling the motoring history of Hamilton and District.  I in-
formed him that I was and lo-and-behold he forwarded a pho-
to that his grandfather had taken many years ago, whilst on a 
holiday in the Western District. 

It was a photo of the Dinneny & Schramm garage in Gray 
Street which had been operating from the old Storer & Demp-
ster Chaff Store.  This building was later demolished and the 
Dempster Store that most of us long-living Hamiltonians re-
member took its place. 

 

 

Another surprise arrival that turned up about six months ago after me thinking that I had collected all details and 
photos of the business operated by Michael John Hurley another turned up.  

He actually started a motor car and cycle repair business in a shop situated near the corner of French and Thomp-
son Streets (where Val Hunt Motorcycles used to be up until the early 1950's). 

This was on the same side as the old Cobb & Co. Repair Workshop. 

Mr. Hurley started this business in August of 1920 and graduated in the sale of motorcycles but by June of 1922 
his advertisements disappeared from the pages of the Hamilton 'Spectator'. 

In May of 1927 he reappeared again and was selling Overland, Whippet and Willys-Knight vehicles from a shed in 
Lonsdale Street (opposite what is now Doug Francis Motorcycles).  In August of 1929 he greatly expanded the 
building and to promote his vehicles he conducted stunts like the one he achieved in September of 1929 when his 
Whippet car climbed the notoriously steep dirt road hill near Tahara in top gear.  This road is now a bitumen, and 
greatly altered, one which leaves the floor of the Wannon River Valley, near the Murndal Homestead, and even-
tually peaks near the Tahara Showgrounds.  This climb, even today, causes problems for our older vehicles. 

His claim was ridiculed so he loaded the car with 4 other adults, including a 'Spectator' photographer, proceded 
to the bottom of the hill, placed the car into top gear and re-climbed the hill without once stopping.  He sold 
many vehicles to the farmers in that area as a result of this. 

For some unexplained reason he moved his business into the Old Hamilton Town Hall (beside the Post Office and 

The area the garage was in is now occupied by the 'Little Koi' Restaurant part of that old building.  See the enclosed photo 
of the original building. 
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now a vacant lot – car park) only a few short years later and stayed there until 1935 when he moved into the Wal-
ter Bros. Garage in Lonsdale Street taking the Willys Dealership with him and by 1938, the depression years, he had 
disappeared from the motoring world. 

After collecting his history I visited his Son, Cliff Hurley, who was a builder in Hamilton (known to my Father) and 
was told that between 1922 and 1927 his father had gone back to his old birth place (the Dargo) area, but couldn't 
find permanent work so he returned to Hamilton and decided to start his successful motoring business.  When he 
left the Walter Bros. Garage he worked for the City of Hamilton as an engineer until on December 30th he died fol-
lowing a severe accident whilst working on the Hamilton Sewerage System. 

On asking Cliff for information re his father I was told that he knew nothing about it as his father had died when he 
was only 14 years of age.  So I copied the history that I had compiled and presented it to him for which he was ex-
tremely grateful.  When Cliff passed away many years later (he had become a member of our Car Club) my contact 
with the Hurley Family ceased – or so I thought. 

The only evidence I had re the position-
ing of the garage in Lonsdale Street was 
a very grainy aerial photo of that area 
of Hamilton taken in 1936 when the 
garage building had become a storage 
shed for several trucking companies.  It 
is now a vacant block of land beside 
new Units. 

Then out of the blue came a parcel from 
the Northern Territory and in it was a 
crumpled photo of Hurley's Garage 
(occupied for only 3 years) which had 
been found squashed up at the back of 
a drawer when Cliff's property was being cleaned up by his family and on finding the book that I had given him they 
thought that I might like it as a copy for my records. 

I have had that photo re-
stored, as best as possible, 
and returned the original to 
the N.T. along with a copy of 
the restored version. 

 

 

So just maybe that photo of the Gamble Garage in French Street will suddenly turn up one day – I hope sooner rather 
than later!   See enclosed restored photo. 
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This month we welcome new members Rob and Sue Smith 

from Dunkeld who are the proud owners of a smart 1974 

Triumph 2500 Mk. II saloon.  

We look forward to Rob and Sue participating with this fine 

British vehicle when we hit the road again! 

It is with sadness that we note the passing in April of for-

mer member John Aitken. John and Marlene Kavanagh 

were very active in the club for a number of years, partici-

pating in their red VW Beetle. John held the position of Secretary from 2001 to 2003. John battled dementia for 

many years. Condolences of the club have been extended to Marlene and family. 

We also say farewell to  another member John Brabham  who had been in the club  for only a few years  He drove  

a 1929 Chev Sedan  and his wife Marlene  had a Holden Premier. We send condolences to his family.  

As with social distancing regulations both these funerals will be private affairs. 

Wednesday 29th April was scheduled for a mid- week run to Daniel Spencer’s collection of garden tractors, mowers 

etc at Hotspur. Thanks to Carol Baudinette for doing the groundwork on this one. The day turned out to be rather 

drab and damp. Hopefully when we do get to do the trip (and it will happen!) we will be blessed with superb 

weather and good company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All this and more will be on orderly display for our future visit! 

 

 Exhaust Notes 
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This and That  

At the moment, when all social activity häS been greatly reduced, one ig hard pressed to find things to do, You 

can only spend time in the garage fettling aged machinery for a certain period — and practicing clarinet ad-

nauseum. However I do have a considerable amount of older motoring literature which can be checked and used 

to write various articles when needed! 

There are articles written in various magazines comparing the maximum speeds of 4and a half litre Bentley mo-

tors and 30/98 Vauxhall motors— C lam using the British expression of referring to cars as "motors") I have re-

cently been reading a copy of the "Automobile" dated July 2001— nearly 20 years ago—and an article there 

"Automobiles in Action", describing 4 peoples tour of Spain in the early 1930's. One couple in 4.5 Bentley, 1929, 

and the other couple in a 1924 Vauxhall 30/98. —(not much difference in the retail price then) 

There are some interesting comments on food, drink and of course accommodation a nd fuel price! The Bentley is 

rather thirsty and is always up to (or down too 15 mpg.—My 30/98 never does any better than 15mpg! —l re-

member checking with the Vauxhall expert John Kent when finding that an English bloke was getting 21mpg! 

John'S comment was that sounded a bit on the lean side—could damage something doing that! Better to spend 

more on fuel I think! There are some interesting facts in an article of the "Motor" of June 7th.1922. The top speed 

Of the Vauxhall is quoted as 85mph, but gives a hint that the BE tyres did not give the promised mileage! 

The 4.Slitre Bentley in 1928 had a Brooklands tested max.speed of 90mph, 16mpg, and a retail price Of 1300 Eng-

lish pounds & sold with a 4 seater open body and 720 cars were 501d!— mostly in the UK. Vauxhall 30/98 built 

312 examples from 1923 to 1927 of which more than over a half ( 150 plus) went to Australia. No wonder the Syd-

ney agent Boyd Edkins was popular with the home factory ! 

Here are two facts that have never heard of—The Vauxhall 30/98 was one foot (12inches) shorter than the 4.5 

Bentley and also 5cwt.Iighterl—For those who can't remember, and lam one—I had to look it up—-lcwt 1121bs—

5cwt = 5601bs! That is a fair bit—I have never read these 2 facts? hope they are accui•ate. Words of praise from 

this article are as follows—The Bentley is a car which must be driven to be appreciated! It has rocket like accelera-

tion, a well-nigh perfect driving position, excellent brakes, delightful steering, and road holding extraordinary. The 

driver must be prepared for frequent gear-changes and although the process of changing gears is a pleasure in 

itself, on the Bentley it is not one that appeals to the majority of drivers! This is all from the Automobile article 

but by the sound of that last bit it is straight out of the sales pitch for a 4.5 litre Bentley, (That Bentley price 1300 

British pounds in England in c. 1930 would buy you a terrace of small houses in Luton or  in England in 1928 was 

1/3 a gallon. Probably the working labourers wage was not so "hot" in those days! In the early 1920's the price of 

a 30/98 Vauxhall in Australia was about 1600 pounds Aus-I remember reading that in 1919 the Australian agent in 

Sydney Boyd Edkins was complaining to the Vauxhall factory that he was having to charge 1900 Aus.pounds for a 

30/98— A bit hard to sell at that money!! 

Now here are a few technical facts re 4.Slitre Bentley . The engine b/s is ICOmm by 140mm and engine capacity 

4,400cc. The Vauxhall 30/98 has a b/s of 98mm by 140mm, and engine capacity Of 4.224CC—156cc less engine 

capacity than the Bentley— C 156cc is almost the size Of a 200cc pharmaceutical medicine bottlell) According to 

the proper books the 4,51itre Bentley developed IOOBHP and had a maximum Speed of 90mph! The Vauxhall 

30/98 had a maximum speed of 85mph and developed 115bhp and the British factory guaranteed that all chassis 

stripped of windscreens and mudguards would have a max-speed of 100mph ! 

Now which was the faster the Bentley or the Vauxhall? Several years ago I remember reading an article in which a 

4.Slitre Bentley and a Vauxhall 30/98 had a race. It was over a short straight track and the Vauxhall was faster to 

the track end, but the Bentley was quicker on the corners! It had superior brakes! Vauxhall 30/98 were not great 

in the breaking division— External hand brake on rear wheels and foot brakes on the front brakes and the trans-

mission— cable operated. Quite adequate when you know how to use the complete Vauxhall breaking system! 
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Crawford present day homestead 

ADVERTISERS  

We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 

This and That        

Years ago when I first became interested in Vintage cars, now and then I would see a Vauxhall 30/98. In my early 

days of hill-climbing my Austin 7 (Renault) -now more than 30 years ago—a 30/98 would be competing. Also 

years ago Ian Barker (Of clubs Barker Cup) purchased a 30/98 Vauxhall and I accompanied him on the VSCC Al-

pine Rally trip—A great experience! Then much later was able to purchase a 30/98! 

It took me a while to realise why Vauxhall 30/98's are so popular. The Original Vauxhall 30/98 made in 1913 was 

a sidevalve engine and developed 100bhp from 4.Slitre capacity, and the car I have is a 1924 OHV engine but now 

4.21itre capacity and develops IISbhp- and all Vauxhalls side and OHV engines have loads of torque!- There were 

very few sporting cars of the teens and the 1920's that developed horsepower like that! No wonder the Vauxhall 

30/98 was sought out in the 1930's to be used by racing drivers to tow their race cars —Ideal towing vehicle—

tons Of torque and speed when needed, ! 

Lloyd Hocking. 

https://www.ultimatecarpage.com/img/Vauxhall-30-98-OE-Velox-Tourer-141810.html  

https://www.ultimatecarpage.com/img/Vauxhall-30-98-OE-Velox-Tourer-141810.html
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


