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Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Please email all correspondence and newsletter items 

and reports to handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300  

 

 
 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS NOW  
OVDRDUE 

NEWSLETTER November 2017 

You are all invited to attend our  

Christmas Celebrations 

Presidents run  

Sunday 10th December  

Meet at clubrooms  1:30 to depart at 1:45 pm   

BBQ at 5:30-pm onwards  at Clubrooms 

Bring a salad and sweet to share 

Kris Kringle gift to value of $10 
RSVP by  1st December 

Richard Neaves 

                           55 711340                0488 231 835 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2017-2018 

Welcome to new members.  

Evan Ould, Buninyong  

Have we seen your car yet? 

If you are new to the club please try to attend some of our functions and introduce yourself to 

other members.  We do have a great time on our outings and meetings. 

 
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  
0409 010 730 

SECRETARY:  
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Pam Pollock 0419145452 

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:   55736 254 
 SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins 55722799 

CLUB CAPTAINS  
WEEKENDS 

Doug Palmer  
Graeme Ralph 

55721070         0409 010 730 
0418344390 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Graeme Ralph  
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 

 0418344390 
55725083 
0488776633 
55724365 

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph   
Doug Palmer 

0418344390 
0409 010 730 

WELFARE OFFICERS Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

John Corcoran         0409 850 676 
Graeme Ralph          0418344390 
Doug Palmer            0409 010 730 
Ern Polack                 0428352538 
Denis Polack             55723284 

CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves,  
John Corcoran  
Rod Potter 
John Barke 

0488 231 835 
0409 850 676 
55 725 083 
0427 724 519 

NEW MEMBER CONTACT President/Secretary or 

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730 

 

Information for new members is available 

on the website. 

 

mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
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INVITATION 

EVENTS 2017  

Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other 

events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

Nov 18-19 Fed. News and flyers for 42nd Bendigo Swap meet. 18th 19th Nov. 2017. 

Nov 25 Yulecart Show on Saturday, November 25“.  They have asked me to try and get a few cars out there for 
display. 

Nov 26 The VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAR CLUB BALLARAT presents 

2017 PRE ’30’s TOUR see notice  

Saturday December  

2 

St Mary’s Christmas Parade Assemble in Kennedy Street at 10am contact Peter Wilson for form to com-

plete. 

Feb 16-18 2018 Begonia Rally. Ballarat Club members have given our rally good support in recent years, so it would be 
nice to drum up some reciprocal support from our members. 

Saturday 19 and 

Sunday 20 January  

The Orford Vintage Rally will be held over the weekend Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 January.    There will 
be plenty of old tractors chugging away, stationary motors running smoothly with the owners at the 
ready with oil can and cloth.    The rally is held in a beautiful bush setting, the old Orford Sports Ground 
with plenty of shady trees, a barbecue, lots of cold drinks available and a laid back family atmos-
phere.   It is very easy to find just a left hand drive from the main Port Fairy to Hamilton Road (if travel-
ling from Port Fairy) and it's only 250 metres or so around the corner.     A great day out for the whole 
family is assured.     Entry per vehicle is around $5.   Gates open from 9am.  

 Flyer 27th Ford  display 18th February 2018. Geelong 

Flyer 40th Berwick Swap meet 3rd February 2018. 

2017 CLUB CALENDAR  SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.  

Clubrooms are at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane   

Nov 17 Fri Club meeting NOTE 7:30 PM  STARTING TIME  (POSSIBLE SPEAKER ON HIRL) 

Nov 19 Sun NO CLUB RUN  

Nov 26 Sun Casterton POO Day  Make your own way there— this is our OFFICIAL NOVEMBER EVENT 

Nov 29 Wed Mid week run  to Cavendish   - Roger Edwards Art Studio  

Clubrooms open at 12 noon  Departure at 1:30pm  

Dec    1 Fri Newsletter deadline 

Dec  7 Thurs Newsletter printing 

Dec 10 Sunday Christmas Celebrations Presidents run  

Meet at clubrooms  1:30 to depart at 1:45 pm   

BBQ  from 5:30-pm  at Clubrooms Meat supplied Bring a salad and sweet to share Kris Kringle 

gift to value of $10 RSVP by  1st December for catering 

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 

2018 There  will be  a run in January so watch out for this in the December newsletter 

Request Hamilton Harness Club for display of cars Jan. 14th at meeting. 

Jan 31 Wed Visit the fire bombing facilities at Hamilton Airport then return to A Hamilton venue for 

afternoon tea. More details later. 
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Hello fellow members I hope everything is going well on the home front, and you are taking advantage of daylight 

savings. We have had a few activities on the go lately. The first being the Pastoral museum open days, the club was 

well represented both days, with car displays and our clubrooms opened to visitor’s to peruse over Doug Palmers 

photo display and club memorabilia. Lloyd Hocking loaned his Cierano motor vehicle for visitors to look at and ob-

serve. A special thank you all members who displayed their cars or helped at the club rooms. From all reports the 

Wednesday midweek club run to Yulecart Hall was a great success, there was a great display of craft and wool work 

on display to look at, finished off with a lovely afternoon tea. The Dodge brothers rally will have come and gone, by 

the time this newsletter is printed and posted out. So I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those mem-

bers involved, who helped make the rally a great success. We were lucky to have Stuart Wilder from the Western 

District Health Service, Stuart talked to members about all aspects related to men’s health. His presentation was 

very well received by both men and women on the night. Until next time good health and happy motoring. 

President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains             Doug Palmer Weekend runs           Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs 

SUNDAY RUNS 

Sunday, November 26"‘ - The official Club Run for this 
month is the Casterton P.0.0. Day celebrations where we 
join other clubs from all over the Western District and South 
Australia. 
There is hot food available (or bring your own) and ‘Santa’ 
usually turns up to distribute and toys that you may have for 
your kids (or Grand kids). The will be stationary engines and 
tractors on the oval as these have a special day on the Satur-
day of the weekend and say for the Sunday. It is normally a 
great days outing where you can meet up with old friends 
and perhaps make some new ones 
who enjoy the same hobby that you 
do. 

 

KEEP SUNDAY AFTERNOON/

EVENING  10TH DECEMBER 

FREE FOR OUR CHRISTMAS 

RUN AND BREAKUP BBQ 

KRIS KRINGLE $10 see front page  

 

Coming Events – Mid week runs 

Note that our clubrooms will be open from 12.00 

noon for anyone wishing to bring along some 

lunch, have a cuppa or just come and socialise 

before we depart.  

Note also that everyone is encouraged to gather 

at the Vintage Garage Clubrooms at 6 pm for fel-

lowship and a meal after our mid week runs. Even 

if you are unable to participate in the run, you are 

to join the group in the evening. 

Wed 29th November: We have arranged to visit 

Roger Edwards’ Gallery at Cavendish followed by 

afternoon tea at the Bridge Café. Gather by 1.30 

pm for a 1.45 pm departure. We will travel to Cav-

endish via Victoria Point. The distance is around 55 

km and all roads are sealed. 

THERE IS NO DECEMBER MID WEEK RUN. 

January 31st 2018: Visit the fire bombing facilities 

at Hamilton Airport then return to A Hamilton 

venue for afternoon tea. More details later. 

Thanks to all who supported the October run to 

Yulecart. I hope you enjoyed the scenery, the 

scones and the woollen craft, and thank you to Jim 

Ford for arranging the outing. 

If you have an idea for a mid week run we would 

be very happy if you took a turn at organising an 

outing. My number is 0418 344  390. 

Graeme Ralph  

October Meeting Program 

Guest speaker for the General Meeting on October 

20th was Stuart Willder from Western District 

Health Service. Stuart gave an  address many im-

portant aspects of men’s health that was both in-

formative and entertaining. He runs regular men’s 

health sessions at the Foster Street Clinic. Anyone 

interested should enquire at the clinic. 
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MINUTES 

General Meeting of the Hamilton &District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc. 

Held at Clubrooms  Hamilton 

Date: Friday 20th October  2017 at 7.30 pm  

MEETING OPENED   7.30pm 

MEMBERS WELCOMED President Richard welcomed members, guest speaker Stuart Willder and visitors. 

ATTENDANCE 

  

As per book Richard Neaves, Terry & Jenny Hutchins, Bob Martin, Evan Ould, Doug Palmer, 
Peter & Lorraine Wilson, Brian Simkin, Noel Schneider, David Hayes, Rod Potter, Nev Cooper, 
Robert Brody, Tom Beever, Wal Brinkmann, Dennis Polack, Barry Walter, Helen Moore, Mark 
Rye, Rob Fraser, Darcy Miller. Graeme & Betty Ralph, Don McDonald Pam Pollock 

APOLOGIES J. Barke, M&C Woodward, S. Ubergang, K & r Jenkins, J & J Corcoran, J. Ford, C & S Watt, 
Leslie Schnieder, J & A Stevens, G & S Kuilboer, A. Anson, I Mc Donald. 

  MOVED D Polack                          SECONDED N Schnieder                                      CARRIED  

MINUTES OF THE PREVI-
OUS  MEETING 

 As published in newsletter. 

 

  MOVED  L Wilson                    SECONDED  D Palmer                                         CARRIED   

BUSINESS ARISING Nil 

TREASURER’S REPORT Not presented as both Kaye & Kay not in attendance., Newsletter postage inv. $ 105. 65. 
Past. Museum Power bill $ 294.44. 

  MOVED G Ralph        SECONDED D McDonald                        CARRIED 

CORRESPONDENCE   IN Newsletters as per list in box 

 Dodge Bros. Rally 4th & 5th November 2017. Details in GB. 

 42nd. Bendigo Swap meet Sat, & Sun. 18th 19th Nov. 2017, Tickets and info. arrived 
18/10/17 see Bob Martin or Graeme Ralph. 

 Lions club of Balmoral Show n Shine Sun. 5th Nov.info. & Flyers. 

 Past. Museum open day, no run but request for cars on display, BOTH days. Oct 21st – 
22nd. 

 HRBA invite to Hamilton races Sun. 29th October. $ 10.00 entry and access to marquee. 
RSVP to 0488102650. Several members attending. 

 Invite to Pride Of Ownership day at Casterton, Nov. 25th-26th. 

 Richard reported verbal contact with Murray Smith re Parking and participation at Kelpie 
muster, as part of Q.B. rally, Letters to follow. 

 Invite Shepparton “ Rally in the Valley “ Nov 3rd- 7th 2017. 
St Marys Christmas parade 25th year. Car details needed, forms available 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT  NIL 

 MOVED B Ralph      SECONDED B Walter                        CARRIED  
  

BUILDING  REPORT 

  

Roster for care and cleaning of the clubrooms. Committee members and volunteers to 
be called on when needed. Names to committee if willing. 

CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 

  

 Graeme Ralph to be Weds. Run Co- Ord. and Doug Palmer (temp ) to look after Sun. runs. 
Sept. 17th Portland, Bridgewater Bay, Kiosk lunch or BYO. Visit Rod Homes and Museum. 
Report 
Sept. 27th to Branxholme. ( History Walk ). Report 
Oct 25th. Run to Yulecart $ 5.00 per head. 
Check newsletter for details. Ideas welcome from members for run destinations! 
Taking cars down Grey St. as part of runs would raise club profile. 
Lloyd Hocking to display Ciereno in workshop other items to display welcome, support 
also needed to “man” the shed both days. 
Pride Of Ownership Nov 26th at Casterton meet at fire practice grounds. 
NSW Classic Car Club visit and provided lunch great success, Doug thanked members for 
support. A profit was made and will go into Club A/C. 
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Club Permit renewal declaration forms are no longer required when renewing. You 

must have your club membership card and be a current club member. 

Appointments should be made for permit signatures or brought to club activities.  

 Dec 10th Pres. Run and Christmas break up, 

Hamilton Harness Club request cars on display 14th January 2018 at race meeting. 

Possible February run to Melville forest, details to come. 

FEDERATION REPORT Doug & Graeme reported on Fed. Meeting in Bendigo, well attended. A new member is the 
Trafalgar car museum and is worth a visit if in Gippsland. A reminder that to have a red permit 
rego. Owners must be financial members of an  approved car club like ours! 

NEWSLETTER REPORT   Pam Pollock and Tom Beever expressed willing to assist Lorraine with items for newsletter. 

TOURING (RALLY) COM-
MITTEE 

 Planning to start soon. Members welcome to join committee or offer support and 

suggestions. Kelpie muster at Casterton to be included in 2018. 

NEW MEMBERS AP-
PROVED 

  

ALL REPORTS MOVED R Fraser        SECONDED D Polack                        CARRIED. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

  

Presentation of cheque to WDHS  occured at the clubrooms prior to Midweek run Sept 
27th @1pm Report. 

New computer in operation, old one to be used for library. 

Robert requested that project Dodge be displayed in club workshop over Dodge rally 
weekend. OK’d by members. 

Motion put by Bob Martin that a defibrillator be sourced for clubrooms, seconded by Les 
Toohey Carried. Discussion that would be handy given age of members and we could 
start cars with it! Kevin Manson approached and will come and train in its use if we 
purchase one. ( $3100.00 ) Suggested that we seek funding or share cost with Past. 
Museum. 

Dodge Rally 4th to 6th Nov. details given, members to supply Fri BBQ and Mon breakfast. 
41 cars 80 people. Cooks, salads and slices needed, see The Ralphs to help. Sat. Din-
ner at Alex. House members welcome, numbers please. 

Jenny Hutchins gave a report on Casterton Rally, good W/E 45 cars. They do things a bit 
different and simplify some of the catering, ideas that could be used at our rallies. 

  

, Meeting Closed:     8.15pm 

Next Meeting 

  

17th November at 7.30pm. Next Committee meeting 26th October. 

Exhaust Notes new contributors 

President Richard is recovering from some surgery on 

an Achilles tendon.  He is happy that it is his left leg so 

that he can still drive.   

Condolences to member Nick Van Dooren and family 

on the death of his wife Jenny after a short illness 

I believe Jason Palmer is the proud owner of Warrick 

Hanstead’s DARRACQ 12/32hp. TYPE DC 

1923 2 SEAT ROADSTER . Look forward to seeing it on 

the road. 

Pam Pollock has been interviewing members about 

their cars but has had to hone her interviewing tech-

niques  after her first interviewee did  not reveal much 

enthusiasm about his car. 

Congratulations to Doug Palmer on retiring from 50 

years of umpiring basketball.  He will be missed for his 

enthusiasm and mentoring of young basketballers. 
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Exhaust Notes new contributors 

I love a good chat, a laugh, people, family. I love motor 
cars and motor bikes and machinery. I love hearing oth-
er people’s stories. So-who better to go out there and 
get a bit of a story about the reason we are all members 
of this great club than me! 
My name is Pam and hopefully you will gain some enjoy-
ment from the MY CAR articles as I have in collecting 
them. 
Not only am I learning more about the different vehicles 
people have collected over the years or just recently 
purchased or lovingly (sometimes frustratingly) restored 
to former glory, but I am also getting to meet some of 
our members and get a bit of their story too. 
Just like children, vehicles bring people together. It may 
be in general everyday life, going for a drive or for a pic-
nic somewhere. You may have your treasure out of the 
shed and you get a wave or two or someone turns and 
takes a second look or they stop and want to chat or 
reminisce when you have decided it’s time for that ice 
cream break at Halls Gap! OR, now don’t laugh! I had a 
young boy come up to me in the supermarket car park 
and ask all about my 1999 Hyundai Excel and did I want 
to sell it? She used to look OK with tinted windows, 
mags, body kit and wing on the back-and the colour pur-
ple is a real seller too. 
So, please, if you see me at a club outing or if you have a 
few minutes to spare, come and have a chat. It might 
only take a few minutes but it might take an hour. That 
is up to you and how much you like to talk (or not) and 
how passionate you are. 
I visited a friend in Horsham recently and parked at the 
plaza. Came out and there’s a note under my wiper. 
Somebody took offense to my sticker on the rear win-
dow of my Mustang and referred me to the New Age 
Bible for guidance. My friend was not happy, the sticker 
is not really meaningfull but is meant to be funny, I saw 
no reason to remove it when I bought the car. MY 
thoughts- lighten up and don’t take life so seriously! 
Happy motoring, happy life.  
Pam Pollock 
 
This and That and quite belatedly, a little bit more. 
 
I enjoy reading the Club Newsletter ( now by e-mail ) 
and of course that 
includes Lloyd Hocking's contribution too, in This and 
That. 
 
Much earlier this year, Lloyd wrote an account of his 911 
Porsche. A lot of members would know I owned that 
very car for over 10 years before I 
sold it to Lloyd. So I thought I might add a little bit more. 
 
I used the car as a daily driver for about 5 years. Now I'm 

not really disputing things that Lloyd says, I too found 
the ride was better above 130kph. Lloyd stated that the 
front seats were good and supportive (yes they are) and 
that the back seats were " jump" seats that could only 
accommodate small children on short trips. Well that's 
sort of right, almost. 
 
Two sayings come to mind here; there is a bit of the 
child in all of us (very important to keep that) and ; 
where there is a will there is a way. 
 
We were heading to Melbourne for the weekend as a 
family of four. I was keen to take the Porsche and I think 
it was fair to say the kids were less than keen (Bianca 
was about 15 at the time). A family democratic 
discussion was had and a deal was done. I had to share 
some of the time in the back! So it was that I travelled 
from Hamilton to Rokewood in one of those "jump" 
seats! I was very happy to take over the driving at Roke-
wood. 
Another time, John Corcoran and I were travelling to Mt 
Tarrengower to see the hill climb ( both Lloyd and Ian 
Barker were competing ). The decision already having 
been made that we would go in the 911, Peter Hughan 
was keen to join us on the day. A not so democratic dis-
cussion was had ( or was it two votes to one? ) that Pe-
ter would be more comfortable in the back. Appropriate 
use of the throttle ( somehow John ended up behind the 
wheel ) would shorten the time he had to spend there in 
one of those " jump " seats. However I don't recall him 
complaining. I think we all enjoyed the day. 
On another matter, I recently sold my Lancia Fulvia 
coupe after 23 years of ownership. Its always exciting 
hunting around for and buying a classic car. No real ex-
citement in selling it. 
Sue and Neville Mason recently advertised for a saloon 
1976 - 1992 ( a good range of possibilities there ), be-
cause they had sold their beloved "Flo". I ran into Sue 
some weeks ago in the Hospital corridors and we 
briefly discussed the sale of our cars. Both of us had the 
good fortune to sell our cars within the one make Clubs. 
In Sue and Neville's case to a young person in a senior 
position in the Morris Club and in my case to a chap who 
is the Fulvia adviser in the Lancia Register. I think this 
made the sale a lot easier emotionally: you know the car 
will be looked after and you'll probably get to see it 
again. I suspect also in both cases that we have made a 
new friend. We also did not have to advertise the cars. 
 
In my case it was also made a lot easier by the help of 
John and Peter Corcoran. So all in all selling has not 
been a negative experience. It's also a great reminder of 
how good it is to be in both Local and One make 
car Clubs.      Robert Scaife 
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My car a series on members cars                                        Pam Pollock 

  
 
 
 
 
 

NAME OF OWNER:   Brian Simkin 
MAKE OF VEHICLE:  Holden       
MODEL :    Statesman De Ville HQ 
YEAR:     1975 
COLOUR:     Maroon 
ENGINE :     V8 308 
TRANSMISSION:    3 speed automatic on the col-
umn (don’t you just love the old column shift) 
BRAKING:     discs on the front, drums on 
the back. 
OTHER:     Bucket seats. Leaf springs. 
 
And so the story begins. I had a very enjoyable time 
chatting with Brian. I really should say trying to get a 
word in edgeways! Brian loves to have a talk and was 
more than happy to talk about the restoration of this 
now once again magnificent looking vehicle. Having said 
that we chatted about work, which at 75yrs he still does. 
But he tells me it is more now when it suits and not full 
on. We talked about family and farms and other pro-
jects. A short ten minutes quickly turned into nearly an 
hour, albeit a very pleasant one. 
The vehicle originally belonged to an accountant from 
Casterton who then gave it to his fishing mate who sadly 
then passed away. The car was put in a clearing sale 
where Brian sees it. A Holden man through and through 
he thinks it might do up OK and he might tackle a pro-
ject, says “I’ll have that!” 
The restoration has taken 11 years from purchase to the 
final polish and on the road. Not all those years working 
on the vehicle though. She was a run around the pad-
dock for the grandson with no doors, no windscreen ( I 
think we all know one of those stories) for a few years. 
It took 6yrs to really get going, five to complete the job 

and now the vehicle has been a goer and on the road for 
13 months. 
Brian tells me he didn’t do all the work himself but 
found it difficult to get anyone who didn’t cost a for-
tune. I reckon we’ve all been there a time or two also. 
The metal work and paintwork he had professionally 
done but by people who trained in their respective 
trades but no longer make their living from that trade. 
The car originally had a vinyl roof that created some 
moisture to collect underneath it, causing some rust in 
one of the pillars. I would think a bit of angle grinding 
may have been required here. 
Brian tells me there is now nothing left to do but enjoy 
the ride, although a more comfortable driver’s seat 
would help toward this end as the previous owner had a 
bit of weight on him and the seat is a little flat 
The car is as original except for a set of MAG wheels.  
But who wouldn’t want MAGs I say. 
I asked if he would attempt another restoration and the 
answer was NO. No room in the shed. No time. Too 
much work to do. No, I wouldn’t do it again. THEN! May-
be I would do a tractor. I have an old one in the shed. 
Maybe I would buy another vehicle as an investment-
maybe a GMH? Looks like another chat coming up in the 
future. 
This lovely lady is on club plates ( and all you members 
out there remember your log books) and as Brian says, 
due to all his other commitments and usual activities of 
life getting in the way she doesn’t get driven as much as 
he would like. Don’t I relate to that. 
He has taken the car on outings to Port Fairy last Janu-
ary, the Poo day at Casterton and I most recently saw it 
up at the Truck and Car Show at the Showgrounds 
getting quite a bit of attention from all those Holden 
fans out there. 
Brian’s a Red boy, I’m a Blue girl but there were no heat-
ed moments or long winded debates about which is best 
or who out performs the other or any of that friendly 
rivalry between the two makes of car. 
Thanks Brian for sharing your story with me and your 
fellow VVC  Club members. 
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Both Graeme and I attended the Federation Meeting 

held in Bendigo on Saturday, 14"‘October and there was 

a very good attendance of representatives from the 

member clubs. 

 

The meeting opened with a welcoming speech by Lloyd 

Cameron, President of the Bendigo Club which has over 

200 members with some 300 cars between them. The 

Club has been involved in helping to run the Bendigo 

Swap since its inception and Federation President, Neil 

Athorn, who until recently was also the President of the 

Bendigo Club is currently in his 18”‘ year as President of 

the Bendigo Swap Committee. 

 

Lorraine Parnell advised that the Trafalgar Holden Mu-

seum will soon be holding a special exhibition cele-

brating the production of the last Holden car ever made 

in Australia. See their Website for further details. 

 

Two new Clubs made application to join Federation and 

as the Bendigo Sports & Classic Car Club weren‘t repre-

sented their application was held over, but the North 

Central Classics Club 

(Kyabram/Tongala), currently with 25 members, was 

approved and welcomed into the movement. 

 

The struggle to get younger members into our organisa-

tion goes on and Josh Crowe, from the Casterton Car 

Club, has volunteered to go on the Federation Com-

mittee and was welcomed with open arms. Meanwhile 

the exuberant Committee Member, John Kennett 

(whom this club knows very well because of his many 

attendances at our Q.B.W. Rallies) has been laid low of 

recent times but has had his motor rejuvenated by the 

installation of a pacemaker. 

 

The A.H.M.F., our National Organisation has set aside 

the 2O“‘ of May, 2018 as a National Motoring Heritage 

Day and strongly encourages ALL of our various club 

members, from all over 

Australia, to get their vehicles out and on the road at 

that time to publicise the movement. 

FedNews, our State Newsletter would welcome items of 

interest on all things motoring forwarded by members 

to the production committee and they will also adver-

tise coming events. 

There is no further news in regard to the C.P.S. but Pres-

ident Neil advised that in the future  VicRoads may look 

at aligning the C.P.S with full rego and its payment op-

tions. There could also be discussions held about being 

allowed to have your old original number plates on our 

cars, BUT, it will only apply if it is the original plate on a 

vehicle that YOU have owned for years. The transfer of 

registrations of cars on the C.P.S. in deceased estate 

situations is still being discussed. 

 

Club Records must be kept accurate and up-to-date as 

VicRoads have noticed some discrepancies in details 

forwarded to them which will result in a ‘please explain’. 

 

Because of severe government restrictions in regard to 

the number of motor vehicles allowed to be on display 

at the Australia Day Celebrations in Melbourne (50 only 

this year), and 

what times they have to arrive and leave, Federation is 

looking at the worth of being involved with the event in 

the future. It appears that the Government would pre-

fer no cars at all being there. The question is now being 

asked as to what our Local Clubs could do on Australia 

Day? 

 

The Bendigo Swap is fully organised and the Committee 

would like to thank all those members who volunteered 

to do jobs on the weekend. This event will be cele-

brating 100 years of Fordson Tractors and this year a 

larger area has been set aside for those wishing to put 

club cars on display. A new entry ticket will be issued to 

everybody in an attempt to try to stop some who hand 

theirs through the fence to get their mates in for free. 

Window stickers will be put on all display cars and all 

drivers of the Show'n Shine cars will have to pay the en-

try fee. The Sunday will feature a Car Boot Sale and 

Show'n Shine for which a $20 fee will be charged. 

 

All Swap site tickets have been sold out and special 

Emergency Procedures will now operate through gates 

Federation report                                                                                Doug Palmer 
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2 and 3. 

 

Federation requests that all clubs forward their Email 

address to the Newsletter Editor. Beware of certain 

scams made through the Internet, especially the transfer 

of funds, as some 

appear to be genuine because of the expert reproduc-

tion of official letterheads. So that you don't get caught 

first study the reply address on the header and if you are 

still not sure ring the business named. 

 

Be aware that there is now a Landing Tax on all import-

ed vehicles costing over $60,000 and that all vehicles 

imported have to be asbestos free and if you don't have 

the proper paper work stating that this has been done in 

the country you purchased the vehicle in the local au-

thorities will pull the vehicle apart, causing huge dam-

age, which you will have to bear the repair cost thereof. 

There are a lot of Car Clubs celebrating special birthdays 

towards the end of this year, and in 20l8:- North Central 

  The VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAR CLUB BALLARAT presents 

2017 PRE ’30’s TOUR 

SUNDAY THE 26th OF NOVEMBER. 

CATERING FOR VINTAGE & VETERAN CARS, TRUCKS & MOTORCYCLES. 

A CASUAL DAYS DRIVE / RIDE IN SCENIC COUNTRYSIDE WITH OTHER ENTHUSIASTS. 

     
l+ 

ENTRY $7.00 PER PERSON. TOUR STARTS & FINISHES AT HADDON (15KM SW OF BALLARAT). 

ARRIVE FROM 8.15AM AT THE HADDON LIONS PARK FOR A 9.15AM DEPARTURE.  

MORNING & AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED.    BYO LUNCH or TAKEAWAY SHOPS AVAILABLE. 

        PERIOD DRESS OPTIONAL. 

 

FURTHER DETAILS PHONE MARK BORDER 0438 399609,  PETER GROSE 0438 346509 

  MIKE SIMPSON 0419 935147, COLIN SARGENT 5334 8068 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisrvu57oXUAhXJh1QKHSJCCi4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.deejay51.com/veteran_tour_2012.htm&psig=AFQjCNHyJLQIxQxPIJgtClohdrTzA4-nHg&ust=1495623392305385
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I would like to thank all those Club members who made 

the effort to support the Pastoral Museum's October 2-

day weekend by bringing their vehicles out to make a 

great display for the visiting public to look at. 

 

Many thanks to those of you who made the effort to 

stay for several hours and help promote our Club and 

its facilities. 

 

Lloyd Hocking's Ceirano Sports was the vehicle of inter-

est on display in the Club Garage area and it created a 

lot of talk amongst those who called in to have a look. 

Thanks to Lloyd for loaning us the car for the weekend. 

 

We had a few people through our facility on Saturday, 

but Sunday saw a continuous stream of people viewing the 

car, the old tools on display and photos of rare cars laid out 

within the main room. 

 

Graeme & Betty Ralph, Robert Brody and Helen Moore had 

their Dodge motor cars on display so as to promote the 

Dodge Rally about to be conducted in Hamilton and sur-

rounding area. 

 

Once again many thanks for all those who supported the 

Club.       Doug Palmer 

 

Museum Open Days       Doug Palmer 
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This and That            Lloyd Hocking 

Reading and old copy of the"Automobile"1989 recently, 

and beneath a picture of a 1937 Cord 812 was the cap-

tion ”If you make a car ugly enough you can actually 

convince people that it is beautiful"! I have always 

thought the Cord 812 was a great looking piece of ma-

chinery---- Ah the old 

saying ” Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”---

However from memory it was often referred to as the 

coffin nosed Cord! 

In the 1920's the Amilcar racing driver Andre Morel had 

a novel way of warning other race car drivers of his ap-

proach. Instead of having to take a hand off the steer-

ing wheel to blast his horn, he had a whistle in his 

mouth which did the job very well. 

Recently, I drove my 1924 Ceirano to the Pastoral Mu-

seum where it was a static display undercover in our 

Club Rooms. I was not at the open day as I had to keep 

Ian Black, that well known Hamilton Historian company 

in the information and history tent at the" Monivae" 

open day. It is now over ten years since I completed the 

restoration of the Ceirano and I must admit I do not use 

it all that often. However when I do I realise what a 

good little car it is! For a long time it suffered from a 

leaking water pump seal but after attempting for a long 

time to get that just right so that it does not leak,I think 

I may have at last got that right! Through all this Walk-

ers engineering have repaired the pump which was 

leaking--- The pump is made of aluminium which is un-

fortunately prone to deteriorate—after all it is 91 years 

of age!—However I repaired some surfaces with one of 

the various epoxy-resin sealers and now if anything the 

engine seem to run on the cold side rather than over-

heating which of course is a bonus! The main trouble 

was tha t the pump drives off the back of the engine 

and in turn drives the generator which incorporates the 

distributor. The connection between the water pump 

and the generator must run true or it soon wears out 

the water sealmaterial, and then of course leaks. 

Even though I was not at the event I had a few second-

hand and favourable comments re. the Ceirano-—— 

One chap was quite surprised and impressed that I had 

built the body myself and was complimentary on the 

result! I do remember what a long job that was—lt 

seemed to take for ever! 

Another comment was regarding the modern type hy-

draulic shockers on the rear of the car. 

Origionally the car was equipped with 4 wheel hydrau-

lic type shockers back in 1924 called "Palf" shockers.—

The oil in these was castor oil! Now the Ceiranos which 

were sold in England were all equipped with these 

"Palf" shockers —- Cars in England were marketed as 

"Newton Ceiranos"--— The English agent was Newton 

who I suppose had to get into the act! Having been in-

terested in vintage cars now for over 50 years I have 

never seen nor heard of any cars here in OZ, or any-

where equipped with Palf shockers— If any one out 

there has please let me know as I would be very 

interested! 

The Ceirano has a 4 speed gear-box , but all starts can 

be made in 2nd gear . The car could really do with a 

close-ratio gearbox. However what really impresses me 

is the cars pulling ability in top gear. Once in top gear it 

seems to surmount steep hills without much trouble. 

The engine is equipped with a Zenith carby which 

seems to have the same short comings as the 30/98 

Vauxhall. If you plant your foot too hard the engine 

seems to falter —The Vauxhall is the same. 

One of the Vauxhall experts told me that the 30/98's 

requires a "soft Foot" on the accelerator- don't plant 

your foot too heavily! The Vauxhall 30/98 carby is a 

Zenith one which is an ex-World War One aeroplane 

carby! Too hard a foot opens the butterfly too quickly 

which will upset the mixture!—The Ceirano seems to 

be the same! Conversely I have noted with the Vauxhall 
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when bowling along at 55mph, if you then plant the 

foot the 30/98 answers the call with no hesitation! 

I have put an entry in for the annual sprints at Geelong, 

the 25th and 26th of November and have been accept-

ed!- I run on Sunday 26th. and last year I seem to recall 

that one of the commentators commented that the 

Austin/Renault was the smallest engine running that 

day--- 845cc! Having been now hill-climbing and 

sprinting for about 28 years and never have won any-

thing last year I won my class! !—Glass trophy and Cer-

tificate---(Should get it framed!) 

For several years now, my good friend Bob Martin has 

been telling me that I should buy some new tyres for 

the Austin/Renault. I suppose the ones on the car are 

now about 35years old and I must admit as "Hard as 

the Hobbs of Hell". Well I just have purchased 4 new 

ones and the profile across the tread is reasonably 

flattish which should put more rubber on the road and 

perhaps give me more grip on starting!—Time will tell.-

-- I must admit that when hill-climbing at 

Mt.Tarrangower and hammering along at up to 70 

miles an hour on a couple of those long sweeping 

bends it has passed through my mind that I hope those 

rear wheels stay where they should! lam often com-

forted by the thought that the car does feel as though 

it is on rails in lots of spots! 

Coming home on Monday from the Pastoral Museum 

on Monday am Oct 23th, I foolishly left the Ceirano 

crank-handle in the front of the car! I came home the 

long way via the Mill rd and I think i lost the handle 

about about 4or5kms out the Mill rd from Hamilton-~ I 

did have a look but there was too much long grass eve-

rywhere---If anyone has a crank handle which would do 

the job I would love a replacement. Lloyd Hocking---

Phone 0355721313--- 

Lloyds Ceireno parked at the clubrooms for the 

Pastoral Museum Open day 

Big Names in the Automotive Industry http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/carfacts.html 

1. Buick, David A plumbing inventor and manufacturer built his first car in 1900. 

2. Cadillac, Antoine Founded the City of Detroit in the 17th century. 

3. Chevrolet, Louis A Swiss race car driver and engineer built his first car in 1911 with financing 
by William Durant. 

4. Chrysler, Walter A locomotive mechanic who got into the automobile business in 1912 and pub-
licly displayed his own my first car at the 1924 NY Auto Show and selling an amazing 32,000 car 
in his first year. 

5, Daimler, Gottlieb can be considered as the founder of the automobile industry when he formed 
Daimler Motor Company in 1890. 

6. Dodge, John & Horace Their first car came off the assembly line in 1914. Both brothers died 
within less than a year of each other during the influenza epidemic in 1920.  

 

http://www.anythingaboutcars.com/myfirstcar.html
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OCTOBER MID-WEEK RUN YULECART HALL 

On a beautiful Spring day 18 club cars tumed out for 
the Mid-Week Run to Yulecart to see a display of Wool 
and Craft work produced by the Hamilton & District 
Guild. 
On setting off for the journey outwards we seemed to 
be going in the wrong direction as we headed down 
Hillier Lane and on to Mill Road where we tumed to-
wards Hamilton. As we crossed the train line we swung 
right into Leura Lane eventually turning left and travel-
ling one block before turning right into Hensley Park 
Road. At Hartwick's Road we turned left, travelled past 
Mt. Baimbridge and on to Cavendish Road. Continuing 
straight on we reached Nigretta Falls Road and turned 
left to eventually reach Coleraine Road. 
 
We turned right and travelled along the main road until 
we turned left into Clayton's Road eventually reaching 
the beautiful Wannon Valley around Morgianna and 
motored on until we reached the Murndal crossroad. 
Turning left we eventually motored back towards Ham-
ilton until we reached the Yulecart Hall. So you can see 
we actually did reach there via Woop-Woop. 
 
At the Hall we met up with members of the Craft Guild 
and looked over the intricate and artistic creations of 
most of the main buildings and tourist attractions of 
the surrounding townships decked out in multi-
coloured wools. These were very well done and must 
have taken ages to complete. They also had display 
boards with the history of the article on display. 
There was an exhibition of wool spinning in action and 
a gentleman decking out a wooden sheep in pink wool. 
 

Then we joined the Guild members for a beautiful 
afternoon tea of buttered scones or some covered with 
jam and cream whilst listening to a history talk about 
the formation of the Guild, after which we enjoyed a 
friendly chit-chat before making our way back to our 
homes. 
 
Those on the run were:- 
Graeme & Betty Ralph — 1985 BMW  
Jim Ford & Cheryl Kelly — 1973 Rover 
Ken & Florrie Waters — 1970 Holden Utility  
Pam Pollock — 1965 Ford Mustang 
Arthur & Glenys Hole (& Robin) — 1966 Mustang  
Don & Irene MacDonald — 1928 Rugby 
Reg & Kaye Jenkins — 1967 Humber J 
John & Joan McFarlane — 1982 Jaguar XJ6 
Terry & Jenny Hutchins — 1964 Holden S/Wagon  
Peter Wilson ~ 1955 Hillman Minx (Lorraine in Modern) 
Philip Bade — 1983 Porsche  

Robert Fraser — 1989 Mazda MX5 
Mark & Lorraine Rye — 1967 Jaguar 340  
Denis & Glennis Polack — 1935 Austin 10 
Geoff Graham — 1975 Jaguar XJ6  
John Barke — 1961 Sunbeam Rapier 3A 
Robert Brody, Helen Moore & Pam Neaves — 1925 
Dodge Tourer 
 

Sorry to anyone I have missed. Doug Palmer 
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WANTED TO BUY: 
1976- 1992  SEDAN IN GOOD 
CONDITION . 
Must have heater!! 

Contact  Neville Mason   0408 

528 781 / 55 722 050 

FOR SALE: DARRACQ 12/32hp. 

TYPE DC 

1923 2 SEAT ROADSTER  

FOR SALE 

1962 Morris Major Elite 

Black with Red/Gray interior 

No Registration  (was WTN 654) 

Contact Denis Polack 03 55723284 

Old cars—1972 1973 VOLVOS 

Not drive able not registered 

Ian Campbell 03 55758277 

Need gone 

More photos from the Mid week run to the  

Yulecart Hall 

John Barkes ‘s  Sunbeam Rapier finally on the road 

Line up of cars outside the hall  

Florrie and  Ken Waters and Arthur Hole 

Thanks this month to the following contributors 

Doug Palmer, Peter Wilson ,Pam Pollock, Lloyd Hock-

ing, Robert Scaife, Richard Neaves and Graeme Ralph. 

Without them there would not be the interesting arti-

cles and photos to publish—Editor Lorraine 
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MOTORCLASSICA 2017                                           Doug Palmer 

Very early in the morning of Friday, 13“‘ October I drove 

down to Melbourne to meet my son, Jason, for yet an-

other Motorclassica event in the Melbourne Exhibition 

building. We always go on the Friday because there are 

less people attending and that gives us a better chance 

to photograph the cars therein even though the outside 

exhibition of cars is a little thin on the ground. 

Even after saying this there were quite a few exotic 

Lamborghinis, Ferraris and MercedeS around the out-

side entrance of the building. One very rare Mercedes 

was a 1982 500SEC SGS Cabriolet of which there are 

only 2 in Australia. 

On entering the exhibition you had to climb up to the ls‘ 

floor level, past the stalls of quite a few businesses ad-

vertising their wares, and come across a good display of 

old and reasonably modern motor cycles where some of 

the rare ones were the 1912 Peerless, a 1958 Velocette 

MSS 500 competition model (rare), a 1961 Cottin Conti-

nental 250, a 1945 Alce (Italian Army) and a very rare 

1914 Ward-JAP that was made in Williamstown, Victo-

ria. 

The next major display was a very large collection of old 

Speedway Cars belonging to the 1940-1960 eras which 

brought back many memories of the early circular dirt 

track racing days. 

We then descended the stairs and entered the area 

where most of the cars that were going to be auctioned 

late on Saturday afternoon were spread out and what a 

variety of magnificent cars were on display. There was a 

1930 Ford Model A Boat-Tail (the original record holder 

for the Sydney to Bourke race) which eventually sold for 

$44,650, a reconstruction of a 1958 Lister-Jaguar 

'Knobbly‘ which eventually sold for $241, 500, a little 

1932 Swallow 7 Mk.II Saloon ($59,925), an original 1969 

Morris Mini Cooper S (how's this, it went for a stagger-

ing $91,650), a 1951 Jaguar XK120 3.4 which sold for 

$163,875 and a 1960 Chevrolet Corvette C1 for 

$155,250. There were quite a few magnificent cars 

passed and one of these was a very rare 1910 Kelsey 

Motorette Three- Wheeler. 

Other cars on display were a 1926 Mercedes-Benz 8/38 

PS Saloon, the first car bearing the joint name and the 

oldest Merceded-Benz car in Australia, a very rare 1924 

LeZebre Coupe (one of  known survivors), an equally 

rare 1923 Elite 12/40 Tourer from Germany (looks just 

like a Benz), a 1913 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 40/50 (one 

of 6 remaining — with a 4-speed gearbox) and a superb  

looking London to Edinburgh style body by Peel of Bris-

bane, and an equally stunning 1927 Rolls Royce Phan-

tom I (rebodied by an Australian from N.S.W. in the 

form of a Brewster Ascot Tourer). 

I don't normally like the bodies on Rolls Royce cars but 

these were breathtaking. There was a huge display of 

Lancias from all eras which included a huge 1924 Lancia 

Tricappa Sports, a 1930 Lancia Dilambda Tourer and a 

1957 Lancia Appia Zagato GTZ (double bubble-topped 

Coupe) just to name a few. 

Being the 70*“ Anniversary of Ferrari there were quite a 

few on display which included a superb 1951 195 Coupe 

by Ghia. Nearby was a very rare 1972 Montiverdi 375L 

(one of 60 built)which was the 1972 Melboume Motor 

Show car. To add to this was a beautiful 1967 Maserati 

Mexico Coupe by Vignale and a fine display of Delage 

Boat-Tail vehicles (1926 D.I.S.S. and 1927 DM). 

There was a very large display of Holden cars including 

all the special experimental models that Holden built 

prior to their closing down this year. The 1953 F J Sta-

tion Wagon (one of 6 built by Cordell's of Victoria), the 

1969 Hurricane Concept car and the 1970 Torana GTR-X 

Concept Coupe. Also on display was the future Holden 

Commodore which is based on the Opel out of Europe 

(nice looking, but a front-wheel drive, so it remains to 

be seen if it will be accepted by the Australian Holden 

fanatics). 

Overall it was yet again another fabulous display of 

beautifully presented vehicles and I would thoroughly 

recommend that you make the effort to see Motorclas-

sica 2018.      See photos next page 
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1957 FJ Holden 

1910 Kelsey Motorette 3 wheeler 

1923 Elite 12/40 Very rare from Germany 

1914 Ward-Jap Motorcycle made in Williamstown  

1924 Le Zebre 

957 Lancia Appia Zagato GTZ 

1924 Lancia Tricappa 

1940 Richtor Midget  Speedway car  
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com

