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In this issue 

• President’s message 

• Calendar of Events 

• Celebrating 50 years 

• Minutes of October meeting (Zoom) 

• Dirt Bike Racing at “Chute “ Hamilton 

• This and That 

• More Rootes Group History 

• Tools Explained 

• Exhaust Notes 

• And more  

 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports   

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2020 

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY TO ALL MEMBERS 

1970 –2020 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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 Committee 2020/21 

Position  Contact Position Contact 

PRESIDENT:  

Richard Neaves /

Pam 

0488 231 835 (Please ring 

mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Doug Palmer/Jan  

55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 

0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Vacant 

 

TREASURER 

John Barke/ Jenni 

 

0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Warrick Hanstead 

0417 865 048 

CLUB CAPTAINS  

WEEKENDS  

VACANT 

MIDWEEK 

Graeme Ralph  

 

 

 

 

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lorraine Wilson / Peter  

0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Warrick Hanstead 

Denis Polack 

Peter Wilson  

 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 865 048 

55723284 

 0428 724 572 

FEDERATION REPS 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

Denis Polack  Chair-

man 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

Ern Polack  

Russell Ward  

Robert Brody  

 

55723284 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

0428 352 538  

0412 407 893 

0458 252 226 

PERMIT RENEWALS 

Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

 

 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

Phone for an appointment 

SUPPER COORDINATOR     

WELFARE OFFICERS 

Doug Palmer 

Please contact if you know 

of an illness, death or any 

special occasion.  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher  

 

 

55734517  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT   President/Secretary/

Treasurer or Doug Palmer  

0409 010 730  

 Information for new mem-

bers is available on the 

website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/ 

mailto:richard.neaves@bigpond.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

NEXT CLUB MEETING—19 NOVEMBER  VIA ZOOM 

You are invited  to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Car Club General Meeting 

Time: Nov 20, 2020 07:30 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278387853?pwd=dEh5SVE0TGMxWkcrbDF0K2dheklhZz09 

Meeting ID: 862 7838 7853 

Passcode: 773343 

 

We are planning a COVID safe  run on Sunday 22 November. 
Park outside  clubrooms at 2pm—instructions will be delivered to your car. 

BYO Everything for afternoon tea including chairs 
We will gather in the allowed COVID restriction groups for some social time 

(these numbers will depend on restrictions imposed on the day) 
Destination TBA (there will be toilets) 

 
Hoping we will be able to have our Christmas Celebration run  on Sunday  13 December  

An email will be sent to members closer to the time and also posted on Facebook and the website 
 

President’s Message           Richard Neaves     

Welcome fellow members to my November club report, as you aware the COVID-19 restrictions are still 

in place, making club organised activities hard to implement. I am hoping that this may change in the not 

too distant future. Reading a current car club newsletter, a club has undertaken a club run and adhered 

to current distancing requirements at the designated destination at their picnic venue. I am hoping that 

we came do the same for our Christmas run, God willing.  

 have observed many club cars travelling around the district at different times, giving their cars a Mainte-

nance run. A special thanks to Kaye Jenkins for her help with collating the current club Permit register of 

the financial members list.  

The club wish Graeme Ralph and family all the best with Graeme’s upcoming major surgery, I have also 

been told another club member Peter Sambal also had a similar operation recently and is recovering well.  

Those people with internet access should read the AOMC meeting report with VicRoads official, it gives 

an insight into changes to take place over the next couple of years. To those people unwell, we wish you 

all a speedy recovery.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278387853?pwd=dEh5SVE0TGMxWkcrbDF0K2dheklhZz09
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2021 

JANUARY 

24-25TH ( Austalia Day Weekend) Mt Gambier VV Car Club Inc, “Backroads to Recovery Tour” Peter Roulstone (secretary) 
0410424990 OR Margrett English 0417416637  

BENZINEBENDE in BOKHOVEN (Netherlands)      Rudi Arends, Secretary, DSOC. Tel: 0031 594249256  OR arends77@hetnet.nl.  

 
MARCH 

9-20th GVMVDCAnnual Rally,  2021       Phil Pod 0407231445 

                                                                                                                        John Truman 0418597626 

APRIL 

7-21st GVMVDC Central West Rally (Take 2)      julietyr@bigpond.net.au 

10th  Horsham Swap Meet, Horsham Showgrounds    Rob Binns, swap@wmhvs.org.au 

 
MAY 

25-2nd June  Ballarat Club, Silver City Tour             Lynda & Paul Tracy 0407518285 

                                                                                                                       Tony Taranto 0400641619 

29-30th HISTORIC WINTON            www.historicwinton.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

THE FOLLOWING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE 

PERSON TO CONFIRM GO-AHEADS OR CANCELLATIONS. 
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mailto:arends77@hetnet.nl
mailto:swap@wmhvs.org.au
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme
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 On the 13th November 1970 at a public meeting in the 

Hamilton Art Gallery Auditorium it was decided to 

form a club for people who were “interested in the 

restoration operation and preservation of Veteran and 

Vintage and Classic motor vehicles.  

An enthusiastic group attended the gathering and a 

committee was duly elected:                    

President: Peter Michell, Secretary: Peter Lowenstern, 

Treasurer: Ron Gay, Club Captain: Noel Cox, Editor: 

Lloyd Hocking and Committee: Paul Earea, Mel Pickett, 

Kevin Barber, Graeme Ralph and David Rentsch. 

At that stage, the club was to be called the Hamilton 

and District Branch of the Vintage Drivers Club Ltd. The 

Melbourne based VDC, of course, was a Vintage car 

club (1919 to 1930) That club saw complications with 

administering a branch in remote Hamilton and it 

quickly became evident that the best arrangement was 

for Hamilton to be a completely independent Club and 

so, after lively debate, our somewhat cumbersome 

name of “Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage, and 

Classic Drivers Club was adopted. 

We started off with 33 foundation members who, be-

tween them, owned in excess of fifty historic vehicles, predominantly Vintage cars. 

In the early life of the club we were the only club of its type in south western Victoria and attracted members 

from Casterton, Portland, Warrnambool, Terang and various in between places. In spite of new clubs emerging 

throughout the region, our membership has maintained steady growth and we can now boast 160 memberships 

who own around 250 Historic vehicles. Over 200 of those vehicles enjoy the benefits of the Club Permit Scheme.  

We have progressed through a variety of premises that served as “Clubrooms” and all members must be suitably 

impressed by the superb building that we now own and call home 

As we emerge from the difficult circumstances of 2020, we can surely look forward to many good times with ac-

tivities and events to suit all tastes. Long may we continue to share the pleasures that our common interest in 

Historic vehicles provides.           Graeme Ralph 

EDITORIAL :  HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY TO ALL MEMBERS 

40th  Birthday Inaugural  

Members cutting cake 

 



 

6                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  November 2020  

DIRT  TRACK  RACING  AT  'CHUTE'                                  Doug Palmer 

After digging amongst my photograph collections and finding the history of Dirt Track Racing in the 
Hamilton area I thought that this story follows along nicely after my article about the motorcycle clubs 
of the Hamilton district in our last Newsletter. 

On Thursday, September 25th, 1947 the Hamilton Sporting Motorcycle Club accepted an offer by Mr. 
W.N.C. Ellis to use a large paddock on his property 'The Chute', Williams Road, which was 5kms. out of 
Hamilton on the Portland Road. 

The above mentioned Club was mostly formed by the motorcycle-mad Riley Family and they were to 
feature prominently in events such as these all over Victoria. 

It was a very suitable site for a proposed Dirt Track Racing track and went on to become a very well 
known venue throughout the Western District following the first event that took place on November 
30th of that year. 

A huge crowd gathered to watch the spectacular action of solo and side-car outfits racing around the 8-
10ths of a mile track with competitors from all over Victoria and South Australia trying to win the differ-
ent events. 

Charlie May of Casterton won a couple of the races and he went on to be a famous dirt-track rider in 
these events for many years as he competed throughout Victoria and South Australia. 

Another winner (surprise, surprise) was Ken Riley, brother of Keith and Morten (who appeared in my 
previous article on the Sporting Car Club) who as well as racing in the solo events went on to win the 
side-car races with another Hamilton identity, Ron Pfluger, as his passenger.  The Pfluger family were 
bicycle racers and had a shop in Brown Street, about where the Dentist business is now. 

Also racing solo was Max Stagoll who later became one of Don Riley's employees.  June of 1950 saw 
Ken Riley go on to win the Western Centre Scramble Solo Championship. 

The local riders competed at Mt. Gambier, Edenhope, Horsham, Casterton, Darley, Tower Hill, 
Mortlake, Lake Bolac, Ararat and the famous Korweinguboora track (near Ballarat). 

Whilst all this was going on the Hamilton Club boys were in action and gaining a reputation as outstand-
ing riders all over Victoria and South Australia, especially the Riley boys who won many Championships 
and another well-known Hamiltonian in the form of Kevin Leith (ex. Lanes Motors and L.A. Walker), fa-
ther of Club member – Daryl Leith, began to perform well also. 

Keith Reilly in full flight on his Triumph    Ken Riley and Alan Goodall  1957 on their first outfit. 
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At the event held on March 11th, 1951 over 1,000 spectators lined the 'Chute' track and enjoyed the rac-
ing.  They witnessed a new pairing in the side-car events when Ken Riley teamed up with Alan Goodall, a 
partnership that successfully endured for many years, and these two went on to win the Australian 
Championship at Korweinguboora in November of 1953.  They also raced several times at Bathurst.  I 
had the pleasure of several interviews with Alan about his racing days with Ken, at his home near Port-
land, and he lent me his whole collection of photos to copy. 

As most of the local Racers were now travelling to events all over Victoria the 'Chute' scramble events 
were only held once a year from 1954 onwards. 

The last programme of the racing at 'Chute' which appears in my collection is of events held in 1967.  
Ken Riley was then the Secretary of the Club and Kevin Riley, Keith's son, was racing at that event.  Also 
still racing was Charlie May of Casterton and I have a photo of Charlie in action. 

Other names which appeared during that period were Jim Thurgood (who later partnered Ron Fort at 
Hamilton City Motors) and Phil Patterson (son of a well-known Hamilton Builder who lived on the cor-
ner of Kent and Bree Roads).  He was later killed in a Tiger Moth crash at Tarrington. 

The events won by the Riley Brothers would be to numerous to mention here but in 1951 they won a lot 
of the Victorian Motor Cycle Grand Prix solo races at Victoria Park, Ballarat and Fisherman’s Bend, Mel-
bourne.  In 1952 Ken won the Victorian Grand Prix event for solo riders at Geelong. 

A wonderful part of local motoring history.              Doug Palmer 

 

Ken Reilly and Alan Goodall at Ballarat    1954 Hamilton Jimmy Thurgood and Wally Werner chased

            by Ken  Reilly and Alan Goodall 

How  motor bikes have changed  

Ewan McGregor and Charley Boor-
man, documented  their 2019 trip as 
they rode electric Harley-
Davidson LiveWires all the way from 
the tip of South America to Mexico. 

The show, called Long Way Up, will 

see the motorbiking duo cover 

21,000 km (13,000 miles) over 100 

days. Starting from the city of 

Ushuaia, McGregor and Boorman 

will encounter 13 countries and 

cross 16 borders on their way to the 

finish in Mexico. 

https://thenextweb.com/insider/2019/01/07/harley-davidson-debuts-its-all-electric-livewire-motorcycle-at-ces/
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Well here we are at the beginning of November 2020 still having to watch What we are up to if and when we 

travel outside our address!! I am not travelling any distance in my usual car but what have noticed is that I have 

only to fuel up once a fortnight instead of weekly which used to be the order pre "Virus" Regarding "old" cars 

the ones I am interested in, which have been a great part of my life over the years, I have given the readers a 

fair serve in the monthly newsletter of the  following– Swift,  Essex 4, Ceirano, Austin 7 Racing. 

Now that leaves only my 1924 Vauxhall 30/98 to write some lines on, Many years ago a good friend of mine the 

late Ian barker a sometime member of our club had a Vauxhall 30/98 and I accompanied him on the VSCC Rally 

the Alpine Rally which as the name suggests -went from Melbourne, Warragul,-Traralgon, Sale and Bairnsdale, 

then north to Omeo and further north to the Alpine country. This rally really got my interest in Vauxhall 

30/98'se 

The Vauxhall 30/98 was designed by Lawrence Pomeroy of 

Vauxhall Motors Limited at the request of hill- climbing cus-

tomer Joseph Higginson. Vauxhall had produced cars since the 

early 1900's and had been in business for many years in the 

marine business. Vauxhall had a big reputation for building 

engines for speed boats in those days, Higginson prevailed 

upon Pomeroy to build him a very fast hill-climbing car. He 

only had a short period of time to achieve this so Pomeroy 

looked at what was on hand and Picked the C Type Prince 

Henry engine 4 cylinder of 95mm x 140mm. This engine Pome-

roy enlarged to 98mmX 150mm and the increased capacity 

was 4.51itres,_ It was then known as the 30/98 engine per-

haps because it filled a vacant slot between the Vauxhall 2Shp. 

C type, and the Vauxhall 35hp 8 type, between 25 and 35 i.e. 

the 30—-That explanation of the name 30/" is the most believ-

able I have read. —The 98 is the maximum HP of that first side 

valve engine of 4.51itres. 

Now this original 30/98 engine had a lot going for it! It was a 

side valve 4 cylinder fixed head of 4.51itres capacity, having a S 

bearing crankshaft, large valves and a high lift camshaft, It was 

rated at 95bhp, Which in 1913 was quite a "hot' motor! The 

cars maximum speed was 85m ph- at 3200rpm, The factory 

advertised that when new the stripped chassis, less mud-

guards, and windscreen and with a minimum body was guar-

anteed to do 100mph with a test at Brookland’s race track! 

The cars gearbox was also said to be unburstable! Several of 

my friends and myself can give truth to that statement as a lot 

of practice has to go before silent changes are regularly made! 

1In 924 the engine was equipped with OHV and a little later a 

balanced crankshaft! The BHP was increased to about 112 and 

maximum speed still at 85mph! My car is a 1924 model and 

will cruise all day at 60 to 6Smph or even 70mph if you want to 

use up the fuel! The engine "pulls like a train" and you rarely 

have to use first gear! Brakes are operated by the external 

This and That                        Llyod Hocking 

https://www.classicdriver.com/en/car/

vauxhall/3098/1924/789831  

Source of photos 

https://www.classicdriver.com/en/car/vauxhall/3098/1924/789831
https://www.classicdriver.com/en/car/vauxhall/3098/1924/789831
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right hand lever are on the rear wheels. The footbrakes, cable operated work on the front brakes and also on the 

tail-shaft!—Hence you have 5 brakes— both front and back and the tail shaft 

The Vauxhall 30/98 is an unusual car to drive. Getting around the gear-box on the first drive, is sometimes a little 

intimidating! Always remember don't attain too much speed in every gear! and changing from one gear to anoth-

er becomes easier! As stated the car will pull away in either of the 4 gears at low speed! 

On one of our car Rallies about 4 years ago, I climbed Mirranatwa Gap from bottom to top all the way at about 

30mph in top gear an full engine retard and in top gear! 

The engine and radiator hold a capacity of approx. 5 gallon of water (about 231itresl) A couple of years ago when 

touring Tasmania with 30b Martin and Dennis Dawson the radiator developed a leak, where the side of the brass-

front had become unsoldered from the radiator core! It was like that for about 5 days but the engine did not 

overheat at all in that time! At every "baker" shop for coffee I would add water ,but the radiator heat gauge did 

not rise at all! When I arrived home in Hamilton I took the radiator out and had it repaired by a chap in Warrnam-

bool. A good job no leaks since then! Removing the Vauxhall is a 3 man job! It is very heavy and took 3 blokes to 

remove and 3 blokes to re-install! 

The Vauxhall 30/98 was always an expensive car to purchase. In 1920 the side valve car in England was 1675 Eng-

lish pounds. I could imagine that in Britain in those far off days, for that money you could purchase quite an ex-

pensive house! 

The Sydney agent was Boyd Edkins and his market was wealthy graziers in Queensland and NSW who required 

heavily built and powerful engined cars to travel to their land holdings where of course in those days the roads 

would have been almost non-existent!  I do remember reading some time ago that Boyd Edkins complained to 

the Vauxhall factory in 1919 that the cars were too expensive, the price for a short while in 1919 just after the 

1st World war was Australian 1900 pounds! The graziers would have had to sell a lot of sheep to cover that one !  

 

Editors note. The photographs used in this article came from Classic Drivers listing from Bonhams Auctioneers 

https://www.classicdriver.com/en/car/vauxhall/3098/1924/789831 

 

Property of a distinguished gentleman 

1924 Vauxhall 30-98 OE-Type Velox Tourer 

Registration no. NM 5557 

Chassis no. OE165  

In 1978 the car was entrusted to Arthur Archer for a complete restoration which occupied the next ten years and 
cost £55,000 - a colossal sum at that time and not inconsiderable now. The interior was re-trimmed in correct 
Connolly leather by Barry Lummis in 1987 for £2,500, while new wheels and tyres were supplied by Richard 
Brothers in 2012 at a cost of £7,000. Maintenance and running notes for the period 2003-2019 are on file. 

In 2013 'NM 5557' was displayed at Shelsley Walsh for the Vauxhall 30-98 Centenary celebrations, and in 2015 
took part in the Gordon Bennett Rally in Ireland. The car comes with a nice history file containing the aforemen-
tioned purchase receipt; an old-style continuation logbook (1960); tax discs from the 1960s; expired MoTs; and a 
V5C Registration Certificate. 

This is the finest and most correct Vauxhall 30-98 to come to the market in many years. When one considers the 

recent £1m-plus sales result for a Wensum-bodied car, this Velox tourer represents exceptional value 
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In 1963/64  (that is 57 years ago)  it seems that there was a connection between the Campbell dynasty and Lord 
Rootes.  Word came down from Rootes UK HQ that it would be a good idea to support Donald Campbell ’s World 
Land-speed attempt.  The message was passed down to Peter Barke Sales and Marketing Director at Salmon St 
HQ.  A double sided glossy A3 promotional handout was prepared .  As well PB organised the manufacture of two 
special Humber Super Snipes Series 4 painted & trimmed in blue.  When these cars were presented to Donald 
Campbell, he was overwhelmed, saying “how good it was and the blue cars were a positive omen! 

Bluebird CN7 is on display at the National Motor Museum in Beaulieu. 

 

It was after the Lake Mead water speed record success in 1955 that the seeds of Campbell's ambition to hold the 
land speed record as well were planted. The following year, the serious planning was under way  — to build a car 
to break the land speed record, which then stood at 394 mph (634 km/h) set by John Cobb in 1947. The Norris 
brothers designed Bluebird-Proteus CN7 with 500 mph (800 km/h) in mind.  

The brothers were even more enthusiastic about the car than the boat and like all of his projects, Campbell want-
ed Bluebird CN7, to be the best of its type, a showcase of British engineering skills. The British motor industry, in 
the guise of Dunlop, BP, Smiths Industries, Lucas Automotive, Rubery Owen as well as many others, became 
heavily involved in the project to build the most advanced car the world had yet seen. CN7 was powered by a 
specially modified Bristol-Siddeley Proteus free-turbine engine of 4,450 shp (3,320 kW) driving all four wheels. 
Bluebird CN7 was designed to achieve 475–500 mph and was completed by the spring of 1960.  

Following low-speed tests conducted at the Goodwood motor racing circuit in Sussex, in July, the CN7 was taken 
to the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, United States, scene of his father's last land speed record triumph, some 25 
years earlier in September 1935. The trials initially went well, and various adjustments were made to the car. On 
the sixth run in CN7, Campbell lost control at over 360 mph and crashed. It was the car's tremendous structural 
integrity that saved his life. He was hospitalised with a fractured skull and a burst eardrum, as well as minor cuts 
and bruises, but CN7 was a write-off. Almost immediately, Campbell announced he was determined to have an-
other go. Sir Alfred Owen, whose Rubery Owen industrial group had built CN7, offered to rebuild it for him. That 
single decision was to have a profound influence on the rest of Campbell's life. His original plan had been to 
break the land speed record at over 400 mph in 1960, return to Bonneville the following year to really bump up 
the speed to something near to 500 mph, get his seventh water speed record with K7 and then retire, as undis-
puted champion of speed and perhaps just as important, secure in the knowledge that he was worthy of his fa-
ther's legacy.  

More Rootes Group (Australia) history   from JOHN  BARKE 

Donald Campbell’s Land speed record attempt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Motor_Museum,_Beaulieu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_speed_record
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluebird-Proteus_CN7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunlop_Rubber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BP
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smiths_Industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Automotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Proteus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free-turbine_turboshaft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodwood_Circuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonneville_Salt_Flats
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Owen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubery_Owen
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Campbell decided not to go back to Utah for the new trials. He felt the Bonneville course was too short at 11-
mile (18 km) and the salt surface was in poor condition. BP offered to find another venue and eventually after a 
long search, Lake Eyre, in South Australia, was chosen. It hadn't rained there for nine years and the vast dry bed 
of the salt lake offered a course of up to 20-mile (32 km). By the summer of 1962, Bluebird CN7 was rebuilt, 
some nine months later than Campbell had hoped. It was essentially the same car, but with the addition of a 
large stabilising tail fin and a reinforced fibreglass cockpit cover. At the end of 1962, CN7 was shipped out to 
Australia ready for the new attempt. Low-speed runs had just started when the rains came. The course was 
compromised and further rain meant, that by May 1963, Lake Eyre was flooded to a depth of 3 inches, causing 
the attempt to be abandoned. Campbell was heavily criticised in the press for alleged time wasting and mis-
management of the project, despite the fact that he could hardly be held responsible for the unprecedented 
weather.  

 
Campbell returned to Australia in March 1964, but the Lake Eyre course failed to fulfil the early promise it had 
shown in 1962 and there were further spells of rain. BP pulled out as his main sponsor after a dispute, but he 
was able to secure backing from Australian oil company Ampol.  

The track never properly dried out and Campbell was forced to make the best of the conditions. Finally, in July 
1964, he was able to post some speeds that approached the record. On the 17th of that month, he took ad-
vantage of a break in the weather and made two courageous runs along the shortened and still damp track, 
posting a new land speed record of 403.10 mph (648.73 km/h). The surreal moment was captured in a number 
of well-known images by photographers, including Australia's Jeff Carter.[9] Campbell was bitterly disappointed 
with the record as the vehicle had been designed for much higher speeds. CN7 covered the final third of the 
measured mile at an average of 429 mph (690 km/h), peaking as it left the measured distance at over 440 mph 
(710 km/h). He resented the fact that it had all been so difficult. "We've made it — we got the bastard at last," 
was his reaction to the success. Campbell's 403.1 mph represented the official land speed record.    

Post-script  On 23 November 1964, Donald Campbell achieved the Australian water speed record of 216 miles 
per hour (348 km/h) on Lake Bonney Riverland in South Australia, although he was unable to smash the world 
record on that attempt. 

 Regretfully my copy of the Rootes Group – Bluebird glossy handout disappeared many years ago 

PS  At some stage recently,  

I searched Donald  Campbell Bluebird world land speed record on the internet and found  a “newsreel” clip 
which started with a blurry side view of the Humber Super Snipes.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Eyre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ampol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Campbell#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Bonney_Riverland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
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GLOBAL OBSERVANCES 2020 

10 Nov  World Science Day for Peace and Development 

12 Nov  World Pneumonia Day 

13 Nov  World Kindness Day 

14 Nov  World Diabetes Day 

15 Nov  World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims 

16 Nov  International Day for Tolerance 

19 Nov  World Philosophy Day 

 

 

20 Nov  Africa Industrialisation Day 

20 Nov  Universal Children’s Day 

21 Nov  World Televi-

sion Day  

 

 

 

 

 

This is the whole Bluebird crew  in 

front of the Bluebird on Lake Eyre. 

. 

Can you spot the Hillman? 
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TOOLS EXPLAINED 

 DRILL PRESS : A tall upright machine useful 
for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out 
of your hands so that it smacks you in the chest 
and flings your beer across the room, denting 
the freshly-painted project which you had care-
fully set in the corner where nothing could get to 
it. 
  
WIRE WHEEL : Cleans paint off bolts and then 
throws them somewhere under the workbench 
with the speed of light. Also removes finger-
prints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in 
about the time it takes you to say, 'Oh sh*t' 
  
DROP SAW : A portable cutting tool used to 
make studs too short. 
  
PLIERS : Used to round off bolt heads. Some-
times used in the creation of blood-blisters. 
  
BELT SANDER : An electric sanding tool com-
monly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into 
major refinishing jobs. 
  
HACKSAW : One of a family of cutting tools 
built on the Ouija board principle... It transforms 
human energy into a crooked, unpredictable 
motion, and the more you attempt to influence 
its course, the more dismal your future be-
comes. 
  
VISE-GRIPS : Generally used after pliers to 
completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else 
is available, they can also be used to transfer 
intense welding heat to the palm of your hand. 
  
OXYACETYLENE TORCH : Used almost en-
tirely for lighting on fire various flammable ob-
jects in your shop. Also handy for igniting the 
grease inside the wheel hub out of which you 
want to remove a bearing race..  
  
TABLE SAW : A large stationary power tool 
commonly used to launch wood projectiles for 
testing wall integrity. 
  
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK : Used for lowering 
an automobile to the ground after you have in-
stalled your new brake shoes, trapping the jack 
handle firmly under the bumper. 
  
BAND SAW : A large stationary power saw pri-
marily used by most shops to cut good alumi-
num sheet into smaller pieces that more easily 
fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside 
of the line instead of the outside edge. 

 TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST : A tool for testing 
the maximum tensile strength of everything you 
forgot to disconnect. 
  
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER : Normally used to 
stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening 
old-style paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil 
on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name 
implies, to strip out Phillips screw heads. 
  
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER : A tool for open-
ing paint cans. Sometimes used to convert com-
mon slotted screws into non-removable screws 
and butchering your palms. 
  
CROW BAR : A tool used to crumple the metal 
surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to 
remove in order to replace a 50 cent part. 
  
HOSE CUTTER : A tool used to make hoses 
too short. 
  
HAMMER : Originally employed as a weapon of 
war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of 
divining rod to locate the most expensive parts 
adjacent the object we are trying to hit. 
  
UTILITY KNIFE : Used to open and slice 
through the contents of cardboard cartons deliv-
ered to your front door; works particularly well 
on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids 
in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund 
checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially 
useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in 
use. 
  
ADJUSTABLE WRENCH: aka "Another ham-
mer", aka "the Swedish Nut Lathe", aka 
"Crescent Wrench".  Commonly used as a one 
size fits all wrench, usually results in rounding 
off nut heads before the use of pliers.  Will ran-
domly adjust size between bolts, resulting in 
busted buckles, curse words, and multiple 
threats to any inanimate objects within the im-
mediate vicinity. 
 
Thanks to Gus  Kuilboer for this contribution. 
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Minutes for ZOOM GENERAL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2020 

Meeting Opened 7.43pm. Richard welcomed all to the meeting with the hope that a few more might join in 
if we find the need to continue meeting in this manner. 

Members Attending Pam Pollock, Lorraine Wilson, Peter Wilson, Carol Baudinette, Rod Potter, Richard Neaves, 
Peter Cay, Lorraine Hope, Ern Polack, Denis Polack. 

Apologies Doug Palmer. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting Accepted.  Moved: Pam Pollock, seconded: Lorraine Wilson, carried. 

Business Arising The small vacuum cleaner is residing at the secretary’s home for the time of lock-down to 
keep the battery from degenerating into failure. 

Treasurers Report 
  
Outstanding Accounts 

Last month’s report was read by the secretary in the absence of the treasurer. 
Accepted as presented. Moved: Richard Neaves, seconded: Rod Potter, carried. 

New Membership Applications Joan Marr as per last meeting who owns a Datsun. 

Correspondence OUT: To VICROADS informing them of two unfinancial members. 
IN: From VICROADS a brochure regarding the recent changes to the Club Permit Scheme. 
Some newsletters. 
  

Club Captains Report Richard thanked all members who have been working diligently on finding new places for 
us to visit once restrictions ease. Carol Baudinette, Graeme Ralph, Peter Cay and a few 
others. We hope we will be out and about soon and able to put their hard work to good 
enjoyment, good motoring and good company once again. 

Building Committee Nothing at this time. 

Federation Report Nil. 

Newsletter Report Keep the articles coming in. There has been no lack of content due to the Covid19 re-
strictions. Thanks to all contributors. 
Richard has enjoyed the local history and others agree the articles make good reading. 
Lorraine has posted out 18 newsletters this month to those who have no email address. No 
one should be missing out on the news now. 

Rally Report We might work on this year’s ideas for next year when things get back to “normal”. 

Welfare Officer Best wishes for speedy recoveries and good reports go out to John Barber and Don Mc 
Farlane. To anyone else who is having a difficult time at the moment, we wish you well and 
hope things improve for you very soon. 
Reports have all been accepted. Moved: Peter Wilson, seconded: Peter Cay, carried. 

General Business For those not too sure of the protocols of ZOOM meetings or rather how to connect, 
the city council are running sessions to help you get around it all. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY wishes to Peter Wilson. 
The grass has been mown around the museum and our clubrooms recently, but per-

haps someone might volunteer to trim our hedge. 
 

Meeting Closed A very informal but informative meeting was held with much input from all who attended. 
Richard thanked everyone for making the effort to both take the time and make the effort 
to join the meeting. He hopes more will join us next time. He wished everyone well and to 
try to stay well and happy and positive until we meet again. 
Meeting closed. 

Next Meeting Friday 20th November, 2020. 

Guest Speakers What’s been happening during COVID19 restrictions? 
Pam-has been beautifying her back yard after nearly 47years. Actually Ron has done all the 
hard work and Pam has planted some vegies and hung some planters and is enjoying the 
transformation. She thinks it is the Taj Mahal of all garden make overs. Also looking after 
grandies. Told a couple of jokes borrowed from other newsletters. 
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Guest Speakers cont . 
 
 
 

 Lorraine and Peter-have been watching an interesting series on electric motorbikes and 
support vehicles travelling from Argentina to Los Angeles. Encountering all terrain and con-
ditions on the way. Over 100 charging ports have been erected along their route just for 
them, but will remain for use once their journey is complete. 
They had a stopover in Ballarat for a night and have been looking after grandies also. 
They have had a refund from RACV roadside assist because they think the last few months 
there has not been a need for it. Nice! 
Lorraine has had successful carpal tunnel surgery on one hand and is awaiting a time for 
the other to be done. 
Peter is teaching woodwork one day a week at the Skill Centre. 
Peter Cay and Lorraine Hope-Peter has been busy driving the concrete truck during work 
hours and in his spare time erecting a carport. He has had to put in a larger stormwater 
drain that has kept him out of mischief. 
He reports the sale of a 1924 Buick utility recently. He is saddened that it was not publi-
cised through the club or given more publicity to perhaps give it a chance to stay in the 
district as it has quite a local history attached to it. It went to Bendigo he thinks. 
Lorraine has been busy crocheting, watching TV and cooking for her grandsons. No mean 
feat if they are fussy like mine. 
Carol-has been very busy challenging both her brain and her fingers trying new crochet 
patterns. Do look out for a very colourful person when out and about. She says she has 
made a shrug and a poncho in various colours. 
Also the Austin was fired up after sitting for a few months and did not disappoint by 
starting first go. It has had a little beauty treatment with some surface rust being removed 
as well as a small ding. A bit of spit and polish and she is rearing to go. 
Rod-has been working hard at Bunnings trying to keep up with demand for all the projects 
getting done during lockdown. On the home front he has painted the Mini—Green. He has 
also toured about a little bit to our local sites and has been awestruck at the magnificence 
of the Wannon and Nigretta Falls. As he says has many, many others. 
Richard-has both bumpers off dad’s Commodore and they are getting a re-paint. 
Ern-says he is too busy with his electrical business. People still want work done! 
Dennis-has been keeping the neighbours happy by erecting a new fence. Always busy with 
his car projects also. He tells us Tom Beaver has his Buick on the road at last. Well done to 
Tom. 

 

 Peter Tew has been recognised by the SES Hamilton, and presented with an 

award for fifty years continuous service. Congratulations Peter on an out-

standing period of service to the public! 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Congratulations of a different kind are due to Michelle and Nathan Hinkley 

on the arrival of a bundle of joy in the form of a precious son Clem Bentley 

whom will be a playmate for big sister Eleanor. 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Jock and Jill Whiting have been members of the Club since its early days and 

have retained a 1924 six- cylinder Buick for many years with the expressed 

intention of restoring bit in time for its centenary. It seems that time has run 

out and the Buick now has a new owner. Will we hear, in time, of a nicely 

restored 100 year Buick appearing in the Bendigo region in 2024? 

   

Exhaust Notes 
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We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 

ADVERTISERS  
Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

  A number of cars have been seen  out and about making the most of the Spring weather and  the easing of re-

strictions  for reasons for  being out. Noted was the line up of cars and some motor bikes on a Sunday morning at 

Catalpa. 

Some great racing on Melbourne Cup Day. It must have been an omen for a horse  called NO RESTRICTIONS  to win 

the first race and paid handsomely. The editor made a few dollars on that one but not much on anything  else.                                                                                                                      

Last month we followed the 1939 Hillman Minx once owned by 

Graeme Ralph and restored by the late Fred and Linda Falken-

berg. Unfortunately, a photo of the finished product got lost in 

cyber space. Here it is in all its glory.    

Have you wondered why in movies ……..         

When the hero pulls into a crowded parking lot, there's always a 

spot available right by the door of where they’re  going.       

Anytime a character hides behind the door of a car to avoid 

getting shot, usually by a machine gun like an AR15 or AK47, 

both of which will EASILY go through both doors on a car.  The 

only safe place to hide from gunfire using a car is behind the en-

gine block.                                                                                                 

This month we welcome new members Joan Marr and Wendy who have a nice 1977 Datsun 180B. The 180B was a 

popular unit in its heyday. Along with the smaller 120Y and the lively 260Z, Datsun offered a good few option for 

motoring in the 1970’s. Wade Motors, then John Love Datsun sold these vehicles and no doubt John Love and his 

staff often dined out to celebrate the success of the marque! 

 

Exhaust Notes 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


