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Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/ 

Please email all correspondence and newsletter items and reports to 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

 

NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER 2018 

 

Vale Jim Ford 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Committee 2018-19 
 

New Members 
None this month 

Thank you to all those members who paid their membership  fees on time. 

Cars on CPS (Red Plates)  must be paid up members of a registered car club. 

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY:  

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Vacant  

TREASURER:  John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Kaye Jenkins / Reg  55 723058  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWK 

Doug Palmer  

Graeme Ralph  

55721070         0409 010 730  

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Gus Kuilboer  

Robert Brody 

Robert Fraser 

0418 344 390  

55725083  

55724365  

0458 252 226 

55 788 257 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an ill-

ness, death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  John Corcoran 0409 850 676  

Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves,  

John Corcoran  

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0409 850 676  

55 725 083  

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is avail-

able on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2018 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 

 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hillier Lane 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@ 7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           Doug Palmer Weekend runs         Graeme Ralph Mid Week runs  

Saturday 13/

Sunday 14 

October 

(Doug Palmer) 

There is not a great deal to report on coming events other than to ask you all to help the Club 
entertain members of the Veteran Motorcycle Club of Australia (Victoria) who will be in Hamil-
ton on the 13th and 14th of October.  We will be greeting them on arrival with a warming 
'cuppa' at about 11.00am.on the Saturday morning and catering a meal for them at night.  On 
Sunday we will again open our Clubrooms for a morning 'cuppa' at about 9.00am before they 
leave for the days ride. 

We are asking you to help out with preparation of the meal on Saturday night, which should 
start at about 5.00pm(the preparation that is) and if you would like to stay for the evening 
please let me know so that we can arrange the right quantities of food stuffs to be purchased 

Friday 19 

October 

General meeting—Pam  Pollock Save the Reef Apologies for last months advertised guest 
speakers– they were unable to attend at the last minute. We will try to organise them again. 

Saturday 20 and 

Sunday 21  

October 

Our next Monthly Function is the following weekend when we support the Open Days run by 
the Pastoral Museum on October 20th and 21st. 

Once again we ask you to set aside some time on one, or both of these days to 'man' the 
Clubrooms and entertain any visitors that will come in to have a look and talk about our Club 
activities.  This is great publicity for our hobby so please bring your vehicle, or vehicles along to 
boost the exhibition that we regularly put on over the two days.  

The HPM October Rally promises to to be another action packed event with a strong local 
theme - MADE IN HAMILTON. Come along and discover the amazing range of things once 
produced right here in Hamilton. Also see & hear the vintage tractors let loose in the tractor 
pull event!! Vintage cars, motorcycles, lost trades including blacksmithing, leatherwork, hors-
es, train rides and wood turning will all be there in full swing. 
Adults $10, kids under 16 free   Wear name badges and yo will be admitted free.  

Wednesday 31  

October 

 

Petschel House. Based on the original bluestone house built by the Rentsch family in 1854 

and later occupied by the Petschel family, Petschel House is owned and operated by artists Jen-

ni Mitchell and Mervyn Hannan. It incorporates Bijou Fine Art Gallery. Art Studios, Custom Pic-

ture Framing, Quality Art Supplies and offers Painting Workshops and Accommodation. 

The property includes an impressive garden, lake, a comprehensive cottage garden ands an 

interesting variety of domestic birds and animals. 

Gather at the clubrooms at 1:15 pm for a 1:45 pm departure. The route will be a leisurely drive 

of around 60 km, particularly suited to Vintage vehicles. 

At Petschel House Jenni and Mervyn will tell us why they chose to relocate from Eltham to 

Hamilton and explain the many features of the property. Afternoon tea will be provided (tea, 

coffee, scones and cake) at a cost of $14.00 per head donation. The will be ample time then to 

explore the gardens and surrounds. PLEASE BRING CHAIRS IF POSSIBLE.  

November 16th  Meeting—Rod Potter—Finland 

We will continue to need assistance with organising mid- week runs for next Club year. Please let me or Presi-

dent Richard know if you are prepared to co-ordinate one of these events or contact Graeme Ralph 0418 344  

390 to offer your services. 
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Cars required for Coleraine Show  Saturday November 3rd and  Glenthompson  November 11   
 
DATE   NEWSLETTER (source)       EVENT 
 
Oct 6 - 8th  Casterton Motor Enthusiasts, Club    Riverland Club Rally 
Oct 7th             Triumph Car Club of Vic Magazine     Euroa Show and Shine 
Oct 7th   Maryborough District Historic Vehicles Club  MDHVC Spring Fling – Show    
            and Shine at the Station Domain  
Oct 11-15th  Triumph Car Club of Vic Magazine    TCCV-13th Combined Vic & ACT    
            Triumph Car Clubs Rally 
Oct 12th  Rover Car Club of Australia Inc.    2018 National Rove Photos 
Oct 12 - 14th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  Motorclassica, Melbourne     
            Exhibition Buildings 
Oct 12 - 14th   Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  Edward River Rally, Deniliquin 
Oct 13 - 20th   Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  Federation Tour, Yarram 
 
Oct 21st  Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Inc.   2018 Gippsland Holden Festival    
            at Trafalgar Holden Museum 
Oct 21st  Western District Historic Vehicle Club, Geelong  Tatura Show & Shine 
Oct 21st  Singer Car Club of Australia     Rootes Group Petanque Day at Hanging Rock 
Oct 23rd  Portland District Car Club Inc.    AGM 
Oct 28th  Western District Historic Vehicle Club, Geelong  Paws in the Park & Show &  Shine, Gisborne 
Oct 28th  Maryborough District Historic Vehicles Club  Talbot Swap With the Lot 
 
Oct 28th  Singer Car Club of Australia     NSW  AGM 
Nov 1st  Hudson Essex Terraplane Car Club Vic Inc   AGM 
Nov 2 - 6th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  East Gippsland Gallop, Bairnsdale 
Nov 4th   Balmoral Lions Club      SHOW and SHINE 
Nov 11th  Singer Car Club of Australia     SA Combined Rootes Day at    
             Charles Sturt Museum 
Nov 17-18th  Hudson Essex Terraplane Car Club Vic Inc   Bendigo Swap Meet 
Nov 21st  Grampians Vintage Vehicle Club    Holden’s of Age Car Cub’s Show‘n Shine 30th  
           Anniversary, Halls  Gap Recreation Reserve 
Nov 24 - 25th  Casterton Motor Enthusiasts’ Club    Pride of Ownership Weekend 
Dec 2nd  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  Numurkah Show Us Ya Wheels, Showgrounds 
 
2019 
January 2019    Triumph Car Club of Vic Magazine    Eastlink  Great Australian Rally 
February 2019  Triumph Car Club of Vic Magazine    Worldwide “Drive Your Triumph Day “  
Feb 10th  Singer Car Club of Australia     SA  All British Day at Echunga Oval 
Feb 24th  Singer Car Club of Australia     British & European Motoring Show, Yarra Glen  
           Racecourse 
Mar31 – Apr 7th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  Federation Golden Oldies Tour 
February 24th   Triumph Car Club of Vic Magazine    British & European Car Show 
Mar 16th  Grampians Vintage Vehicle Club    GVVC Show Us Your Wheels, Barkly St. Ararat 
Mar 28 – Apr 4th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers Club  AHMF 2020 National Motoring Tour, Albury/ 
           Wodonga 
Apr 13th  Western District Historic Vehicle Club, Geelong  Echuca Swap Meet 
Apr 19 – 22  Singer Car Club of Australia     National Rally, Ballarat 

INVITATION 

EVENTS 2018/19 

Secretary Pam is providing the editor with a list of events taken from other club 

newsletters and other sources. Please check with her for more information. 

From the editor 

Articles for the newsletter are accepted up until the first Friday of the month. 

Newsletter printing will occur  during the following week. (Usually Tuesday or 

Wednesday) I will contact helpers when required.  

If you are available please let me  know and I will put you on the 

contact list—usually an email or SMS. We now have a new colour 

photocopier. 

Also looking for an assistant editor who would like to learn the ropes. 
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President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Cars have always been a classic indicator of the changing of an era, with their style and 

design heavily influenced by the economic, political and popular culture of the time. . 

1950s 
Shiny, sporty and speedy was clearly the intention of car 
manufacturers in the fifties. The introduction of the sports 
car was a major leap, and an exciting one for car-enthusiasts 
around the world. But there’s one vehicle that springs to 
mind when you think 1950… Yep, you guessed it – oh, Chevy 
baby! 

The slick, two-tone paint job and powerful V8 engine of the 

‘57 Chevrolet Bel Air made it the most popular of all the 

Chevy models. 

1960s 
The sixties was a decade filled with freedom and expression. 
With fashion trends a mix of vibrant colours and psychedelic 
patterns, it was only fitting that car designs had to be equal-
ly as extravagant and stylish. 

The battle for most iconic is a tough one, with the Jaguar E-

Type and the Ford Mustang Convertible both memorable 

models. But we’ve decided to go with Mustang Sally, be-

cause everyone wanted to ride that mustang ‘round. 

1970s 
The seventies were a lot of things but boring certainly was-
n’t one of them! Changes to federal regulations impacted 
the style and design of cars, and the oil crisis forced manu-
facturers to start making more gas conservative vehicles. 
This didn’t stop the flamboyant style of the sixties from 
sticking around though – in fact vinyl, wings and wedges 
grew in popularity! 

In terms of capturing the true essence of the seventies, look 

no further than the Stutz Blackhawk. ll the cool kids had one 

– Elvis, Willie Nelson… Need we go on?  

Hello everyone I hope all is well on the health and home fronts.  On a sad note we have lost a highly re-
spected club member in Jim Ford. Jim held a number of positions in our club and his input will be sadly 
missed. He was also involved in other organisations in the community and his contributions will also be 
missed.  
On a happier note the club has purchased a larger colour printer with more options to make the printing 
operation more user friendly, and you will notice a better outcome in this newsletter.  
I had the privilege to go on a mid-week club run to Macarthur for a beautiful pub lunch, and after lunch 
on a history journey around the Macarthur Township starting at the Town Court House. Historical Society 
President Jeff Sharrock gave very informative talk on its early days and some of the characters in that era.  
 
The club has a few activities in the pipe line coming up so we will need your support representing the 
club. In the meantime safe and happy motoring everyone.    
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MINUTES  GENERAL MEETING 

of the Hamilton & District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc. 

held at the Hamilton Vintage Garage Clubrooms on Friday, September , 2018 

Meeting opened 7.42pm 

Members attending Doug Palmer, Wal Brinkman, Adrian & Julie Stevens, Barry Walter, John Barke,Peter 
Tew, Russell Ward, Robert Burnett, Pam Pollock, Lorraine Wilson, Richard Neaves, 
Rod Potter, Chris Watt, John & Jenny Corcoran, M Rye, Graeme & Betty Ralph, Craig 
O’Regan & Nerida White, Geoff Sharrock, Philip Bade, Clive Whitehead. 

Apologies Rick Schapp, Evan Ould, Bernard Andrivon, Michael & Caroline Woodward, Ricky Ho-
gan, Terry & Jenny Hutchins, Gus Kuilboer, Roger Moody, Peter Wilson, Bob Martin, 
Denis Dawson, Denis Polack, Ern Polack, Tom Beever. 
Moved: Peter Tew     Seconded: Betty Ralph     Carried 

Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

  
Moved: Doug Palmer     Seconded: Adrian Stevens     Carried 

Business Arising Heater above door still not working. Richard onto it! 
Julie Stevens commented on the excellent coloured newsletter (more discussion in 
general business). 
Prior to commencement of meeting: 
Clive presented with Club membership badge. 
Craig & Nerita welcomed to their first Club meeting. 
Geoff Sharrock presented with trophies from Club Concourse – Best for Year of man-
ufacture, most praiseworthy restoration and overall Concourse winner. 

Treasurer’s Report As tabled and further explained by John Barke. Quiken program working well – all 
figures are balancing. 

Outstanding Accts. No outstanding accounts at this time. 
Moved: John Barke     Seconded: Graeme Ralph     Carried 

New Membership 
Applications 

None 

Correspondence OUT: Letter to Hamilton Pastoral Museum re: upcoming visit by the Vintage Motorcy-
cle Club. 
From Welfare Officer – condolences to Betty & Norm Gravestocks on loss of two fam-
ily members. 
Get Well card to Jenny Watt on her recent fall and shoulder injury. 
IN: From Registration Check Australia – A fundraising offer of reminder stickers for 
registration renewal. 
Jenny & Kevin Watt requesting transfer of club permit from Werribee to our Hamil-
ton Club. 
Reply from Hamilton Pastoral Museum re: Vintage Motorcycle Club visit. 
Thank you from Norm Gravestocks. 
Various Newsletters. 
Shannon's Sept Auction booklet. 

Club Captains Report DOUG: An excellent run on Sunday enjoyed by all who participated. 
Next month we are catering for the Veteran Motorcycle Rally on 14th-15th Oct. fol-
lowed the next weekend by the Pastoral Museum open days. 
GRAEME: The previous run out to Coleraine was excellent. 
Next Wed run is to Macarthur Pub for Pot & Parma lunch. 
Oct 31st. Is a local run to Petschel House. 
Graeme especially thanks all members who turned up to help remember Jim Ford 
and give him a fitting farewell. 
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 Minutes continued 

Building Committee There is some whiteboard to give away. 
We have two BBQ’s. Can we get rid of the old one? All agreed to advertise it in the newsletter. 
There is also a tune-up oscilloscope in the workshop that is a little too modern. What to do with that? 
See John Corcoran if you are interested. 

Federation Report There has been no meeting since last report. 

Newsletter report Club events will be listed on one page now and all other events will be shown on a separate page. 

Rally Report Richard asked for people to step up – many hands make light work; it’s fun; new brains, new ideas. 
Do we need a separate committee? 
Doug has already got part of  the Sunday program under way. 
What will be the THEME? 
We need more ideas, sponsors, showbags, etc. 
Suggestions so far – We start on the Friday evening for Registrations. 
Display cars Saturday morning and have the run in the afternoon. 
A possible craft display or something along those lines for the ladies. 
All Reports 
Moved: John Corcoran     Seconded: Barry Walter     Carried 

General Business Wal Brinkman has donated some books to the library. Thank you Wal. 
Photocopier – The new one purchased proved to be too small and too slow for the job, having taken 
over four hours to print out the required copies of the newsletter. 
This model was returned to the place of purchase and after tests carried out in store a new model was 
selected. This one has a service contract included, staples sheets together, folds, can use A3 paper also 
and has various programs to use. The cost is $6,595.00. 
Motion: That the members endorse the Committee’s decision to purchase the superior model of pho-
tocopier. 
Moved: Russell Ward     Seconded: Geoff Sharrock     Carried 
Much discussion followed as to what to do with our now obsolete  Grange Burn Office Supplies offered 
$100.00 trade-in. 
Take the offer. Advertise on Buy, Swap, Sell. Offer to members. Take the $100.00 Give to Nigretta Work-
shop. 
 Motion: We accept the $100.00 from Grange Burn Office Supplies. 
Moved: Graeme Ralph     Seconded: John Corcoran     Carried 

Around the Room Motion: That the Club please note the contribution made to the club by Jim Ford over the years.  
Moved: Russell Ward     Seconded: John Barke     Carried 
John Barke:  Thanks to all who have filled in membership forms correctly and paid memberships to 
date. However there are approximately still 50 members still unpaid and the cut-off date is 30th Sept. 
Permit cars can only be driven if owners are paid up members . 
 Two things will happen after that date – A fine for having no permit and need to purchase new permit. 
A new roadworthy certificate having to be acquired at the cost to the member. 
In the past a team usually consisting of committee members has rung around to remind members to 
renew their memberships before 30th. We should not be continuing this practice. 
John Corcoran:  We do need a better plan, but for this year we need to get on the phones now and 
contact the people who have not paid up.We need to look out for our members. Some might be away 
and have missed the mail outs. Some could be ill, some could just have forgotten. Some of our members 
are aging. 
Lorraine Wilson: Perhaps sending out an invoice each year might get a better response as people tend 
to pay when they receive one. 
John Barke: Direct debit has been suggested. This is OK, but we still need the forms filled out with the 
correct vehicle information, especially for VICROADS. 
Graeme Ralph: If we made the cut off date 30th August this would give leeway to get monies in by 30th 
Sept. E-mails could also be sent out. 
 It was finally decided that there will be a ring around this year and numbers to be shared around after 
the meeting for members to be contacted. 
 VICROADS are to be notified 7 days after 30th of Sept. of those who are no longer financial members. 
  
The committee is to work on a better plan for next year and bring to next meeting for discussion/
approval next meeting. 
  
Lorraine Wilson: Hamilton Races are on Sat. 13th Oct. 
Hamilton North Rotary Art Show is on 11/12/13/14thOct. 
  

Meeting closed 8.37 8.37pm  Video Clips show of Morgan Car Factory and London to Brighton 2016 run 
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Vale Jim Ford 

Jim Ford joined Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Drivers’ Club early in 1994.He held membership 

number 185. 

He was an active member of a variety of community organisations including SES, CFA, Hamilton Pastoral Museum, 

Ansett Museum and various local Yulecart groups. Whenever Jim joined an organisation he immediately became 

an enthusiastic, committed member. Our club was no exception. 

With his smart little green MGB roadster he became a regular participant in club events, with the passenger seat 

often occupied by one of the Woodward boys who were fascinated by the lively little sports car, not to mention 

the special treats that Jim always had on hand to sustain them on their journeys. 

By 1996 Jim had secured a position on the committee of the club, where with a quiet, but assertive approach he 

was soon making a significant contribution to a variety of successful events. 

He was twice awarded the prestigious “Clubman of the Year” trophy in recognition of his outstanding service to 

the club. 

In 1998 he was elected to the position of Club Captain and using his organising skills and his extensive knowledge 

of people and places throughout the region he gave the members an interesting variety of experiences. He held 

the position of Club Captain on three separate occasions and contributed to several successful Annual Rallies as a 

member of the Rally Committee. 

Jim was Club President for the 2013/2014 year during which one of the most significant events in the club’s history 

occurred with the completion and official opening of new clubrooms “Hamilton Vintage Garage.” Jim was an inte-

gral part of the undertaking and presided over the event with dignity and professionalism 

Along the way Jim added to his collection with the acquisition of a nice Rover P6B saloon and whist he probably 

didn’t take full advantage or the extra four cylinders that it offered over the MG he certainly enjoyed the comforts 

of an enclosed vehicle and the opportunity to accommodate some additional passengers.  

 Jim was a friend to all, a confidant and a source of wise counsel. His selfless service to the Club is a fine example to 

us all and he will be sadly missed.  

That man is a success – 

who has lived well, laughed often and loved much; 

who has gained the respect of intelligent men  

who has filled his niche and accomplished his task; 

who leaves the world better than he found it; 

who has never lacked appreciation of earth’s beauty or failed to express it; 

who looked for the best in others and gave the best he had.      ANON 
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This and That            Lloyd Hocking 

My father who was born in 1900 purchased a second hand car 

in 1925 which was a c.1922 Fiat 501. This car had an Australian 

body which was a roadster with a rear boot and one door only 

which was on the passenger side. When the driver had to get 

out of the car, the passenger would also have to get out the 

spare wheel was carried on the driver's side of the car. In this 

day and age cars built with bodies like that would not crack a 

sale! We have to remember that in 1925 motor cars had not 

been available at an affordable price for the average family. 

The 1914-1918 World War had not been over very long and after 

the war it took manufacturing a fair time to get their act into 

gear! 

 

My Mother and Father were married in 1929 and when an in-

crease in family came in 1933 a 1928 2 door 4cylinder Buick se-

dan was purchased and the Fiat sold. Shortly after this a 1936 

Ford V8 sedan was purchased. The second World War broke 

out in 1939 and shortly after petrol rationing was brought in. By 

1941 if you had a large American car you would get 4 gallons of 

petrol a month! Most American cars of the size of a Ford would do about 

20miles per gallon on a trip and considerably less around town with short trips 

However. My father sold his 1936 Ford in 1941 which proved to be a bad move as he had not been with-

out a car since 1925! However a near neighbour had purchased a 1927 Dodge sedan and when my father 

made an offer of 30 pounds we were mobile again! 

 

The Dodge 4 sedan was a reliable old machine and was used by our family until about 1947 when a 1938 

Ford V8 sedan was purchased. I remember in about 1944 the family had a caravan holiday in Warrnam-

bool and the van was towed by the Dodge 4 sedan, rear wheel 

brakes only! From memory the brakes were external con-

tracting only, but I think that the hand brake operated by ex-

pansion on the inside of the brake drum! I remember that 

Warrnambool holiday well ,it was great. We could not have 

had to go for the brakes in a hurry! 

 

The 1938 Ford V8 which had been purchased in 1947 was quite 

a newish machine in those days— only 9 years old! It had done 

about 91,000 miles which in those days was rather a lot and 

my father shortly after purchase organised an engine change and fitted a new 

Ford Mercury engine which had 92BHP compared with the 81BHP of the previous one.—Gained about 

10BHP in the swap! 

Similar car 1922 Fiat 501 

1927 Dodge 4 

1938 Ford V8 Sedan 
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The brakes on the 1938 Ford V8 were not its strongest feature. They were cable operated and did seem 

to lose their "edge" quickly after adjustment. Years later a Ford agent workshop foreman told me that if 

you took  your cable brakes to a Ford agent they had a tool like a wire strainer which would enable to get 

much more tension on the cable after a normal adjustment had been made. 

 

Now that old Dodge 4, much like the one of Graeme and Betty Ralph's, was a most reliable machine. 

There was loads of room especially in the back seat. Now after all these years of punting Vintage ma-

chines, I realize that the Old Dodge 4 had a 3 speed crash no syncromesh  and I also realize that my father 

was a pretty good driver! I cannot remember him grating the gears when changing at all. Coming home 

from a beach holiday in Melbourne many years ago I can remember the Dodge labouring up the Pentland 

Hills: When finally we made the top, a stop was made and the bonnet raised and all that was amiss was 

that one of the spark —plug leads had come adrift and easily replaced!—We had made most of the Pent-

land Hills on 3 cylinders! 

 

Back in the 1950's the family on Sunday were motoring in the Box Hill areas of Melbourne when my fa-

ther said that he remembered taking my mother for a drive in that area in 1927 and not meeting another 

car all day! Motoring in Melbourne these days is a real challenge, especially if you come from the coun-

try. Well I have gone back into the early days of motoring a fair bit here!! 

 

I have recently read an article on the restoration of a circa 1928 Hispano-Suiza H68 motor car. This car 

was a very large one, having an engine of 6.61itres and developed 135 bhp. Compare with my Vauxhall 

30/98 which has a 4 cylinder engine of 4.21itres and develops 115bhp. Strangely enough this car was first 

sold in Australia and sold to a Mr. M. Govan Smith. The car remained in Melbourne and was eventually 

sold to America and after time found its way back to England, where the engine was completely rebuilt. 

The interesting thing is the condition of the engine by this time. All the cam-shaft bearings had run, the 

oil was putrid and obviously had not been changed for decades. The engine water-jacketing was found to 

be completely solid with sludge right up to the cylinder walls and the radiator was leaking like a sieve re-

quiring complete replacement. All these deteriation due to years of neglect! Radiator required a com-

plete new one cost? Just reading a copy of July "Classic and Sports Car" and was interested to read that a 

replacement radiator for a 3 Litre Bentley in this day and age is 9,120 English pounds Roughly $18000 

Australian!! 

New cars  in our club           

Craig O’Regan 1982 Chevrolet Corvette     Clive Whitehead 1970 Austin 1500 Utility 
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SEPTEMBER  MONTHLY  CLUB  RUN TO DUNKELD   Doug Palmer 

On the 16th of September  11 car loads of Club members left the Clubrooms for the run to Dunkeld.  It 
was a lovely Spring day and we travelled out the Glenelg Highway until we reached the Warrayure Settle-
ment area. 

We journeyed off the Highway at this point and travelled 
the back roads eventually coming out at the railway cross-
ing just prior to entering Dunkeld township. On passing 
through the centre of town we turned left into Fairbairn 
Street and made our way down to the old Sawmill. 

After arrival we were addressed by the three guest speak-
ers that had been approached to entertain us.  John Smith 
gave a short talk on the history of the Fitzpatrick Saw Mill 
which had been in different locations throughout the 
Grampians until becoming a permanent fixture at Dunkeld 
in the early 1940's.  He then gave a short talk on the fu-
ture prospects of the Dunkeld History Centre's plans for its 
future and the hopes of getting it running again on special 
exhibition days. 

Club member, Don McArthur, then gave a very interesting 
talk on the various people who made a name for them-
selves whilst working in the logging industry in the Gram-
pian Range.  Don is still active at this very demanding kind 
of work to this day and gave a very entertaining talk on his 
boyhood days around the various logging sites, how they 
loaded the massive logs onto jinkers pulled by bullock 
teams, and later trucks.  One 'smart alec know-it-all, 
couldn't be told how to drop a tree and eventually 
dropped it on himself.  Thinking he was dead they hastily 
propped up the tree and there was this person embedded 
in the soft ground and grinning like a Cheshire Cat. 

The next person to give a talk was Bill Funk who spoke 
about the trials and tribulations of battling the 'Greenies' 
whilst trying to get the Arboretum up and running and the 
problems they are still having.  Bill explained that he was personally still growing the different types of 
Gum Trees on his property and selling them to gardens and arboretums all over Victoria.  He then told his 
staggered audience that the are in fact hundreds of different types of gum tree in Victoria. 

After about an hour of talking some rain clouds started building up so we inspected the interior of the 
Mill for a while then climbed into our cars and headed off to Cafe 109 in the main street for a very noisy 
gathering of all who had made the journey whilst consuming the varied cakes and slices on offer as we 
enjoyed the warming cup of coffee, or whatever. 

Eucalyptus is a diverse genus of flowering trees and shrubs (including a distinct group with a multiple-stem mallee growth 
habit) in the myrtle family, Myrtaceae. Members of the genus dominate the tree flora of Australia, and include Eucalyptus 
regnans, the tallest known flowering plant on Earth. Australia is covered by 92,000,000 hectares (227,336,951 acres) of euca-
lypt forest, comprising three quarters of the area covered by native forest. There are more than 700 species of eucalyptus and 
most are native to Australia; a very small number are found in adjacent areas of New Guinea and Indonesia. One species, Eu-
calyptus deglupta, ranges as far north as the Philippines. Of the 15 species found outside Australia, just nine are exclusively 
non-Australian. Species of eucalyptus are cultivated widely in the tropical and temperate world, including the Americas, Eu-
rope, Africa, the Mediterranean Basin, the Middle East, China, and the Indian subcontinent. However, the range over which 
many eucalypts can be planted in the temperate zone is constrained by their limited cold tolerance. WIKIPEDIA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowering_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mallee_(habit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_regnans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_regnans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_deglupta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_deglupta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_subcontinent
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Mid - Week  run to Macarthur 

What a superb September 26th day it was with plenty 
of sunshine and a huge turn-out of Club members to 
take part in the Lunch-time run to Macarthur.  The final 
tally was 38 participants, plus the local township Histo-
rian, our very own Geoff Sharrock. 

The trip took us out Mt. Napier Road, past the old vol-
cano (which looked magnificent in the sunshine, with a 
clear blue sky background), around the huge Macar-
thur Windfarm and into the Ripponhurst area which 
eventually lead us into Macarthur itself. 

We parked our cars in front of the Pub and quickly 
filled the main dining hall where our orders were taken 
from the menu which offered five different types of 
parmigiana, which was the speciality of the day.  The 
service was excellent and it didn't take long to have our 
specific order delivered to the table and boy-oh-boy 
what a huge plateful of food arrived in front of us.  I 
know I struggled to eat it all and many of the plates 
were pushed aside still holding food.  It was excellent 
value for the price charged. 

After leaving the pub we walked across the road to the 
old Courthouse where Geoff gave us a talk on the his-
tory of Macarthur and listed the many shops than once 
operated in the township, along with the Motor repair 
garages and the Trucking companies (some of which 
went on to become big concerns).  He told us of the 
great variety of sporting facilities that were offered and 
most of which are still available and of the excellent 
Medical services which the township enjoys. 

At the conclusion of his talk we broke up and had a 
good look at the different old shops (most now closed) 
that lined the streets before boarding our vehicles and 
heading for home. 

It was a great days outing, thoroughly enjoyed by all 
who participated. 

 

Members enjoying lunch at the Macarthur Hotel 
Roger Moodies  1957 Austin A/40 Jenson Sports 
Cars lined up outside the hotel 
Barber Shop set up in History Centre 
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My Car                                            Pam Pollock 

Name: Denis Polack 

Make/Model: Morris Cowley Tourer 

Year: 1929 

Colour: Regal Blue, Black mudguards with 
matching blue interior 

Engine: Side valve 14HP motor 

Transmission: 3 speed gearbox with cork 
clutch running in oil 

This is a wide track model that cruises at a 
very nice 48-49 MPH. 

 

Some of us would look at a rusted out “wreck” in a chook yard and shake our head and walk away. Not 
Denis. He sees the potential and the end result of many hours of research, hunting for parts, travelling 
around, talking to people and putting it all together.  He enjoys not only the challenge of the build itself 
but the people and stories he gathers along the way. 

He did find his Morris in a chook yard in Dimboola in 1974 in a very dilapidated condition. Originally 
bought as spare parts for a project already on the go, Denis decided to restore this one instead as it was 
a tourer and would fit the family in, where the other one was only a single seater.  

Before he could make a start a chassis had to be found and the late Ron McKenzie came to the rescue. 
This was quickly brought up to scratch and then all the bodywork was done by Denis himself. The body is 
made of wood and as there was not much of it still existing, I asked how he knew what to do. Denis says 
he studied pictures of these old vehicles and looked at other ones and talked to other people then 
worked out what he needed to do and did it. He dismantled the engine, differential and gearbox and re-
conditioned and reassembled them all himself. A man of many talents.  

The bonnet, radiator and front guards came from a ute purchased for that particular purpose, but now 
Denis has decided to restore the ute and now must find these parts all over again. The hood came from 
Geelong and was the only thing left of that vehicle. The electronics in the vehicle are twelve volt. 

This particular rebuild took seven years in total, but not constantly working on it of course.  

The car`s first run after restoration was to Halls Gap with only a couple of minor problems. Then a trip to 
Ballarat saw him run out of fuel after backtracking to rescue Chris Whyte (another club member) who 
had broken down. Don`t we have some good stories to tell on each other? 

Denis says he loves going to Rallies and travelling around looking for parts and has really enjoyed driving 
this car that has also been enjoyable to drive.  Another lovely story about the car is it taking his babies 
and of course his wife home from hospital. The baby would be put in the bassinet and this would then be 
placed between the front and back seat. Do that now!!!! 

Other little beauties in the shed are a 1935 Austin Temp Lichfield. Burgundy and black fully restored. 

A 1928 Morris Cowley ute currently under restoration. 

The next project after the ute waiting in line is a 1927 Morris Cowley Single Door Roadster. (that sounds 
like a little-maybe not so little? Sports car to me, ignorant as I am).  

Denis says he hasn`t finished tinkering yet and there will probably be more. It`s a great interest and you 
can see something for your efforts. I certainly agree and many other people can appreciate your work 
and get pleasure from it also.   Thank you, Denis.  
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The car as found  in 1974 

 

LOCAL EVENTS 

Photo of the Morris Cowley taken in 1974 before Denis undertook the restoration 
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Exhaust Notes                                                           Editor and other sources 

It was a sad moment for our club when I was informed that long-time members, Graeme and Kristin Winsall (and 
their little black Morris Minor) will not be renewing their membership as they are moving to Adelaide around 
Christmas time to be closer to their children and Grandchildren. 

We did not see a lot of these two as Graeme had to spend heaps of hours making sure that Glen Campe's buses 
were continually on the road and when Glen sold his bus line to Des Trotter he then had to continue with the pro-
cess, but on a much larger scale and when Des had health problems Graeme became the Bus line manager. 

Most of us older members will remember the visits to the bus line depot where Graeme always gave us very inter-
esting talks on what took place there and gave us a sneak preview of a lot of the cars that Glen Campe had collect-
ed and stored in the sheds on the property (before he built the Campe Museum). 

We wish them both all the best for the future in Adelaide and I said that maybe we will see them on a future 'Bay-
to-Birdwood' Run in a couple of years time. 

Long-time Club member, Laurie, is incapacitated at this stage with motor problems.  He seems to have had these 
problems for a while, especially with the MG B, that had to be sorted out, but now is battling along with a severely 
infected leg which has put a damper on his ability to get out and enjoy life and join the Club members on monthly 
outings. 

We hope this little matter doesn't keep you grounded for too long old friend and we look forward to seeing you 
'back on the road' again.  

A most interesting time was had by those who attended the old 

Dunkeld saw mill on September 16th. Our Mirranatwa member 

Don McArthur entertained us with a variety of anecdotes of tim-

ber milling and logging in the Grampians region and do doubt 

has many more tales to tell. Thanks Don.      

Alan Wilson had his Holden station wagon out for the Dunkeld 

outing and seemed happy with the recently reconditioned mo-

tor. Many of us will remember how REPCO had a thriving business 

reconditioning such motors and also recall that early Holden mo-

tors didn’t have a particularly long life. We Wish Alan well as a 

Holden driver. 

Sorry to hear that our Apollo Bay Rolls-Royce man Chris White has 

been on the casualty list recently and we hope he is in fine fettle 

again and ready to get behind the wheel. We hear that the Rolls 

has been undergoing some serious refurbishment of late so with 

better weather just around the corner we can expect sparkling 

performances from the car and the driver! 

Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday in October.  

 

'Did you hear about the guy who invented Lifesavers? They say he made a mint.'" 

"Why do chicken coops only have two doors? Because if they had four, they would be chicken se-

dans!" 

"I used to have a job at a calendar factory but I got the sack because I took a 

couple of days off." 

"I had a dream that I was a muffler last night. I woke up exhausted!" 

"Two peanuts were walking down the street. One was a salted." 
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On Friday night Jason, Will (Grandson), Brendan (Son-in-Law) and I loaded the little Standard 8 onto the 
Polack trailer, tied it down securely and went inside just as the heavens opened up darn near drowned 
the poor vehicle.  Naturally we worried about just how much water would find its way inside before we 
left the next morning. 

We all got out of bed at 'sparrow fart' and had to de-ice the windows of the tow vehicle before we pulled 
out of the driveway at 6.30a.m. and headed off to Adelaide for the Bay-to-Birdwood bi-annual older vehi-
cle Run.  There was no water damage to the 'little girl'. 

The run into South Australia was trouble free and we stopped in Narracoorte for breakfast only to find 
that one of the loading ramps had slipped sideways and had worked its way slightly beneath the side of 
the lower body of the car and had damaged the underside of the 'splash pan' (beneath the door), causing 
some minor damage.  We secured the ramp to the side of the trailer and the rest of the trip proved a 
'breeze'. 

On arrival at Hahndorf we unloaded the Standard at a friend of Jason's and left the trailer there for the 
weekend which allowed us to take the car for a test drive before settling into our motel for the weekend. 

As the entrants were to start assembling at the West Beach (near Glenelg) departure point from 6.30a.m. 
we left the motel at 6.00 and drove down for the 'meet and greet' with the fellow participants.  We had 2 
hours to renew old friendships and talk to the owners of the the unusual cars and others that began to 
arrive in a never-ending stream. 

There were a few veteran cars amongst the arrivals, even though they were supposed to start from a spe-
cial area about half way towards Birdwood.  This was the first decision that upset some of the entrants 
with 'old' cars as they wanted to leave with the rest of us and it would have also divided those who were 
trying to photograph the vehicles (never known anyone who could be in two well-seperated spots at the 
same time). 

Amongst the cars that arrived was a 1908 Stanley Steamer which caused problems for the photographers 
as it poured out plenty of steam clouds, plenty of veteran Fords and Dodges, two very rare LeZebra vehi-
cles (one Coupe and one Tourer, probably the only ones in Australia), a very small early 1923 Bugatti 
Sports (that once belonged to Lou Molina), a 1926 Lanchester Tourer, a very rare 1924 Dort Tourer, the 
only 1937 DKW Tourer I have ever seen and heaps of early Morris, Austin and MG vehicles.  The one car 
that I would have liked to take home was a superb 1938 Graham Paige 835 Speedster from Victoria.  'It 
was bloody beautiful.' 

All too quickly the siren sounded and the cars started to leave.  We wound our way across to the Anzac 
Highway and up into the main streets of Adelaide.  It was here that the organisers made their first mis-
take as 700 odd vehicles tried to negotiate the traffic lights in the Main Street.  There was no Police help-
ing out and the lights had not been co-ordinated to keep the traffic flowing so this part of the journey 
took nearly three quarters of an hour and many vehicles suffered in the warm weather.  The Stanley 
Steamer just made it to the edge of the main block and expired. 

My little Standard back fired a couple of times and started passing blue smoke which worried us at the 
time, but luckily we didn't have to worry about over-heating as the motor works via the thermo-syphen 
method and once we got flowing through the outer suburbs she ran just fine. 

The next problem happened after we left the divided roads of outer Adelaide and travelled along the sin-
gle lane road (one side) that led to the long climb up the steep hills that eventually led to the Birdwood 
Motor Museum.  In the past most of the road had been blocked off to on-coming traffic, but not this time 
and we spend another hour crawling along at about 5 or 10 miles per hour behind vehicles that we strug-
gling with the climb (especially old trucks).  Very occasionally there was a 'pull off' area for just this hap-
pening, but not very often and I can tell you that the RAA boys were very busy helping owners that had 

WOW!  WHAT  A  WEEKEND BAY TO BIRDWOOD 2018 
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broken down. 

Eventually we arrived at 'The Mill', received our medallion for completing the trip and parked amongst 
the 788 vehicles that took part on the run. 

It was a beautiful day and we walked around in shirtsleeves taking photographs and talking to other own-
ers about their vehicles as the paddocks surrounding the Museum were packed full of a lot of magnifi-
cently restored automobiles and a lot of (typically South Australian permit rules) cars  and trucks that had 
been pulled out of sheds so as to take part in the weekend activities. 

There was a huge gathering of motorcycles from all eras, but few in strictly original condition, but a great 
display anyway. 

The vehicles entered came from over 152 Clubs from all over Australia, but we were the only Hamiltoni-
ans taking part.  There was one other Standard 8 there, but it was an unrestored post war version and on-
ly one post war Hillman Saloon (like the Wilson's) but 'our' makes were represented by several Vintage 
models. 

This is one of those events that I would recommend you try to compete in at least once in your life as it is 
a real eye-opener.  My Standard has competed successfully on 3 different tours. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1909 Gregoire 70/4 Raceabout 
1911 De Dion Bouton DW2 Roadster 
1925 LeZebre Tourer Z Type    

 1908 Stanley Steamer Tourer 
 1928 Graham Paige Speedster 
 1933 MG J3 Sports 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased 

to around 4 days.  Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be 

able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time and the club  

money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact 

the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Advertisements have been set at 

$35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of 

the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com

