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In this issue 

Events are cancelled until further notice 

• President’s message 

• Exhaust Notes 

• Minx  Mixes Graeme Ralph 

• This and That Lloyd Hocking 

• The Life of Rileys  Doug Palmer  

• Bits and Pieces from  the Secretary 

• My Car John Wilken Part 2 

• Some  jokes  to fill the gaps 

 

 

Website 

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports   

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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 Committee 2020/21 

Position  Contact Position Contact 

PRESIDENT:  

Richard Neaves /

Pam 

0488 231 835 (Please ring 

mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Doug Palmer/Jan  

55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 

0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Vacant 

 

TREASURER 

John Barke/ Jenni 

 

0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Warrick Hanstead 

0417 865 048 

CLUB CAPTAINS  

WEEKENDS  

VACANT 

MIDWEEK 

Graeme Ralph  

 

 

 

 

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lorraine Wilson / Peter  

0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Warrick Hanstead 

Denis Polack 

Peter Wilson  

 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 865 048 

55723284 

 0428 724 572 

FEDERATION REPS 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

Denis Polack  Chair-

man 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

Ern Polack  

Russell Ward  

Robert Brody  

 

55723284 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

0428 352 538  

0412 407 893 

0458 252 226 

PERMIT RENEWALS 

Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

 

 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

Phone for an appointment 

SUPPER COORDINATOR     

WELFARE OFFICERS 

Doug Palmer 

Please contact if you know 

of an illness, death or any 

special occasion.  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher  

 

 

55734517  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT   President/Secretary/

Treasurer or Doug Palmer  

0409 010 730  

 Information for new mem-

bers is available on the 

website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/ 

mailto:richard.neaves@bigpond.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

NEXT CLUB MEETING—16 OCTOBER VIA ZOOM 

Members are invited to log in  in for a casual  meeting to be held on ZOOM 

Topic: Hamilton VVCDC General Meeting 

Time: Oct 16, 2020 07:30 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9674578129?pwd=UEZEK2kzOHFaSXZZTURQS3JUUnBWUT09 

Meeting ID: 967 457 8129 

 

Club meetings and events will resume when deemed safe  and restrictions on gatherings 
are lifted to a level that enables us to meet. 

 
 

President’s Message           Richard Neaves     

Please note if you need a permit officer to sign forms please phone  beforehand to make an appoint-

ment for a suitable time and place to meet. 

As you are all aware COVID-19 restrictions are still with us and our hands 

are tied, when it comes to conducting club runs due to restricted num-

bers. We have in the pipeline some great venues to visit due to some 

member’s hard work during the quarantine period. So when the re-

strictions are lifted it will be all go. There is a Federation meeting coming 

up soon, so it will be interesting to see what’s in the pipe line re talks to 

VicRoads officials and COVID-19 restrictions and its impact on our car clubs.   

I would also like to welcome Peter Wilson and Denis Polack on to the committee, their knowledge and 

experiences will benefit our club. Our Zoom committee meetings have been successful in managing club 

related formalities.  

We are currently working with the Pastoral Museum people to join their Webpage, which they are de-

veloping thanks to a council grant that will give our club more exposure on the web.  

Thanks to all those members who have paid their memberships promptly it has made treasurers job so 

much easier. Good health to all those unwell at the moment, see you all soon. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9674578129?pwd=UEZEK2kzOHFaSXZZTURQS3JUUnBWUT09
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             AMAZING FACTS AND THINGS YOUR     

             MOTHER NEVER TOLD YOU!!                                

                                             CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 

                                         Responsibility of Members 

Be aware of the renewal date of your Club Permit. Vicroads issue 

renewal notices usually four to eight weeks before the due date. It 

is however, the members responsibility to follow up with Vicroads 

if a renewal notice has not been received by the due date. 

When renewing a permit please make an appointment with one of 

the Club Permit Scheme Officers listed in the Newsletter before 

presenting your permit for endorsement. 

If you sell a Club Permit vehicle you are required to advise the Club 

accordingly. This is necessary to enable the CPS Register to be ac-

curately maintained in accordance with State Legislation. Permits 

are not transferrable. The new owner is required to return the 

number plates to Vicroads. 

If you choose to allow a Club Permit to lapse, again you must advise 

the Club (Secretary or Registrar) and return the number plates ton 

a Vicroads office. 

                SECRETARY: Pam Pollock phone: 0419 145 452   

  Email:   handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

               REGISTRAR: Graeme Ralph phone: 0418 344 390 

   Email:      ralphgb45@bigpond.com 

 

mailto:ralphgb45@bigpond.com
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

DATE          EVENT                                                                          CONTACT 

12-14th    Wonderful Walhalla – Morris Register Vic.   Dave Gerrand 0397551861 or 0438083992 

13-19th         Hudson Essex Terraplane 2020 Ipswich National Meet.  hetnrqld@gmail.com 

13th              Shepparton Swap Meet.                                                   http://gvmvdc.com.au  (under Club Events). 

OCTOBER 

2-4th      Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 2020 Rally    Dean Robertson  rally@wmhvs.org.au      

25-30th          Singer Car Club Border Bash to Western District Silo Trail    Trevor Leech: trevor9999@tpg.com .au 

24-25th          Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb                                                      Graeme Martin: martingr@tpg.com.au    

                                                                                                                         

BAY TO BIRDWOOD website: http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020 

 

2021 

BENZINEBENDE in BOKHOVEN (Netherlands)      Rudi Arends, Secretary, DSOC. Tel: 0031 594249256  OR arends77@hetnet.nl.  

MARCH 

9-20th GVMVDCAnnual Rally,  2021       Phil Pod 0407231445 

                                                                                                                     John Truman 0418597626 

 APRIL 

7-21st GVMVDC Central West Rally (Take 2)     julietyr@bigpond.net.au 

10th  Horsham Swap Meet, Horsham Showgrounds    Rob Binns, swap@wmhvs.org.au 

 

MAY 

25-2nd June  Ballarat Club, Silver City Tour            Lynda & Paul Tracy 0407518285 

                                                                                                                    Tony Taranto 0400641619 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC SWEEPING THE WORLD  AT THE MOMENT, THE FOL-

LOWING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE PER-

SON TO CONFIRM GO-AHEADS OR CANCELLATIONS.        

A note from the editor         Lorraine Wilson 

In this time of social distancing we have made the deci-

sion that the future issues of the newsletter will be 

emailed only. 

I have been through the registration forms and although 

75 members requested it to be posted I have 20  mem-

bers who have not provided an email address. Unfortu-

nately they will miss out on the next few editions. 

If you know any of the  members who will  

not receive this perhaps you could organise to ring and 

tell them any news or check if they have an email that 

you could forward it to. 

Thanks to the few who have contributed articles. 

Would love to hear from a few other members with 

stories of cars, travels or anything else that might fill 

the pages. 

http://gvmvdc.com.au/
mailto:trevor9999@tpg.com
mailto:martingr@tpg.com.au
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
mailto:arends77@hetnet.nl
mailto:swap@wmhvs.org.au
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This and That       Lloyd Hocking 

If  you watch the TV Show POIROT the Belgium detective you can some-

times see some most desirable motors. A couple weeks ago Poirot was 

driving in a must desirable c. 1936 Delahaye 2 door 4 seater sports, an open 

car of course and it really looked magnificent in its yellow paint work. 

These Poirot detective shows are mostly set in the mid 1930's and who 

Picks the motor cars for the filming really knows what they are doing! The 

filming of the street scenes in London are a real delight to old car enthusi-

asts  don't forget that Poirot's good friend and offsider, Captain Hastings 

drivers a quite delectable Lagonda sports! 

Every now and then when Poirot is taking a journey into the British country 

side he is often a passenger in an 8 seater Austin sedan of about 1930 vin-

tage —the other night there were 2 Austin g seaters—one after another! 

Evidently these large Austin sedans With their large 4 cylinder S bearing en-

gines would go forever! Lord Austin designed these cars or directed the de-

sign after having a long look  at the American Hudson of the 1920's!- 

 

 

Now, at present not having a lot to do looked the American car The Franklin 

on the computer and there was 30minutes entertainment with two blokes, 

one a mechanic and the other perhaps a apprentice working over a c, 1927 

Franklin 4 door sedan attempting to get the engine to fire up! The Franklin 

was an air-cooled American motor which on the top of the engine was a 

large bucket shaped container affixed to the head Of the engine which 

trapped the cooling air Which came from the large fan situated at the crank-

handle front position oft he engine. This air would be forced up and trapped 

in the bucket shape on the head and then redirected downwards and would 

keep the engine cool! The valves of the engine OHV required individual oil-

ing by the owner and each valve chest had what looked like a large piece of 

thick "wool" on top which looked as though it would keep the oil in where it 

should be! The two blokes in charge to achieve a start from the engine were 

having a busy time with the starter, motor. There would be long bursts of 

firing up the engine with no results and lots of adjustments then finally the 

whole lot clicked and the Franklin was running on all 6 cylinders. 

The body and chassis of the Franklin cars were lightly built —The chassis 

consisted of laminated timber! Jn the early 1930's for some reason Franklin 

marketed a car with V12 air cooled engine.  This was  early world-wide de-

pression time so the VI2 Franklin had no hope of sales of any quantity in 

those days so the company eventually closed down. 

Some of those 1920's styled Franklin car bodies left a lot to be desired—zl remember seeing where the radiator of normal cars 

was, the Franklin had a radiator-type pane in place at about 25degrees backwards! Not a good look! In later years of course 

air-cooling came into its own. The German VW and of course the 911 Porsche were air-cooled and the Porsche could be driv-

en at highspeed, However the latest Porsche now is water-cooled! 

As a lot of readers may know I have a c. 1924 Italian Ceirano motor car. In the last Newsletter there was a picture of my Cei-

rano, body less being exercised at the late Noel Cows property at Nareen. It also has a Minerva  now has a Ceirano radiator) I 
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obtained the Ceirano from Noel many years ago and over a long period of I constructed a body for the Ceirano. The body 

ended being a 2-seater boat tailed sports. It is a long job to build a body for a car! The frame wag constructed from lami-

nated 3-ply sheets Of about 2 inches depth Which after gluing together gave a width of one inch. This system was used 

which was easier than trying to bend thick timber!! There was a lot Of work Cutting thin pieces Of 3-p19 and shaping the 

product and then glueing it all together! Eventually the frame was covered in water-proof marine ply and clad in vinyl, The 

mudguards were constructed from a light- gauge aluminium sheet and probably the seats which I made were the heaviest 

part of the construction. The Ceirano body ended up as a very light boat-tailed sports—The body was that light that I could 

lift it myself on and off the chassis„ The car had 2 seats and at the rear was a small boot. 

 

The Ceirano brothers were an interesting Italian family. There 

were 4 brothers whose father was a Watchmaker from Cuneo 

Piedmont and a nephew and this family were really responsible 

for establishing the Italian motor industry.  

Before 1900 , 1898, they had a car the market which they called 

the  “ Welleyes”by the Ceirano manufacturers as it sounded 

British and because of this it would sell better! I can't get that 

reasoning these days.  

The Ceirano brothers were responsible for the following makes 

of motor cars.—The Welleyes, Rapid, Star, Scat, Junior, Itala, 

Spa, and finally the Ceirano of which I have a sample! Eventually 

Fiat got them in the end.  

 Originally the Ceirano bothers sold the Welleyes design to 3 people who formed the Fiat motor company. The During ser-

vice to race an Itala race car! I have a print on my car which was third in the Coppa Florio with Ernesto at the wheel. 

A great family in the dawn Of the Italian motor industry! 

 

 

 

 

Plans are on hold for our 50th celebrations in November  
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Exhaust Notes              

                                                                                                

Automotive advertising in the 1930’s 

was quite van art. These postcards are a 

good example of how a couple of the 

British marques were promoted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great to note that we have 

another piece of British ma-

chinery mobile in our ranks 

with Jim Whitehead’s 1961 

Triumph Herald up and away 

on a Club Permit, 

    

                  

We extend a message of support to any members coping with illness and any other issues in these difficult 

times, including Irene MacDonald, Jenny Hutchins, Neville Mason, John Barber, John McFarlane and Lorraine 

Wilson.     

                       

From our ar-

chives we have 

some black and 

white photos of 

our first Annual 

Rally showing 

cars assembled 

at Glendenning 
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 The Life of Rileys          Doug Palmer 

Throughout the history of Motor Garages in Hamilton the craze of Motorcycling (and subsequent racing) has re-
mained in the background. The first appearance of this hobby appears in my collection of Motorcycling History 
events as the forming of of a Club by the local Y.M.C.A. in Hamilton in December of 1912. 

Although not the first race organised by the Club there appears in the Hamilton 'Spectator' an article of a certain 
W. E. Walker, who was a mechanic for Don Riley's (surprise, surprise) business in Gray Street (where Subway is 
now) riding a J.A.P.-Riley on a fast run to Melbourne.  He took 7½ hours for the 200 mile trip.  This was in Decem-
ber of 1912 and considering the state of the roads ? in that time and the reliability of the machines was a great 
effort. 

The first race organised by the Y.M.C.A. Club was from the clubrooms (on the corner of Gray and Kennedy Streets 
– later the 3HA building) out to Dunkeld, then Penshurst and back in January of 1913. 

In February a speed-trial was organised from Cemetery Hill to the rail crossing at the Wannon and back which was 
on dirt roads (at that stage) and was won by Mr. W. Walker who started aboard a 3½hp J.A.P., on a handicap of 20 
seconds and took 28mins.,30 sec. for the trip, with Don Riley coming third. 

Over the next few months they conducted time trials (some reaching 20m.p.h.), hill climbs at Pierrepoint and Wan-
non (Brung Brungle Road), sand racing at Moutajup which caused many falls, much to the amusement of the spec-
tators. 

Events were held every month up to when WWI started and then the Club went into recess. 
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The Life of Riley cont. 

Racing began Post War and the first major event by the newly-formed Hamilton Motor Cycle Club was held on 
April 26th, 1920 with the winner being Mr. Charlie Whitford (another Don Riley mechanic) riding a Harley Davidson 
covering the 25 miles in 24mins,28secs. on a very rough road.  This rider and another of Don Riley's mechanics, 
Jack Quigley, were to become very well-known for many successful road racing, time trials and circuit racing 
events for quite a few years on motor bikes sponsored and supplied by Don Riley. 

Racing continued every month and one 
event to Cavendish and back introduced 
more later well-known identities of Hamil-
ton in the motor cycling world such as M. 
J. Hurley (7.9hp Indian) and Val Hunt 
(3½hp Rudge Multi), Neil McDonald (4hp 
Precision) – first garage owner in Hamilton 
and ex. Manager of E. Leitch's (later Ri-
ley's) shop in Gray Street. 

The Hamilton Club became so well-known 
that riders from all over Victoria and South 
Australia came to their event, especially 
those gymkhanas run over many years on 
the Hamilton Race Course during 1922 and 
1923. 

Don Riley went on to be the sole distributor in Victoria for Rudge Motor Cycles so he sent Quigley and Whitford to 
events all over the State to race his machines.  They were very successful and won at the Aspendale Racecourse, 
Geelong Speed Trials and the Kyneton Racecourse.  When they eventually left Don Riley's employ they started 
their own business on the corner of McLuckies Lane and Thompson Street (where Melville, Orton & Lewis are 
now). 

In March of 1924 Don Riley set Jack Quigley up for an attempt at the fastest time between Melbourne and Ade-
laide.  He set out and reached Lismore without problems where he stopped for fuel only to find that his battery 
had disappeared so a local garage owner found him a new one, but as he didn't have time to make a new battery 
box he strapped the battery to his body taking 1hr,55mins. to reach Hamilton (85 miles). 

He continued on and as he was leaving Casterton the light faded so he rode on at 45mph. guided by the head-
lights of the 'attendance car' until it had a puncture.  In fact it had another further along the road.  

After leaving Mt. Gambier they travelled on to the Coornong area and struck trouble in the soft sands which held 
their speed down but he eventually reached Adelaide and had lowered the speed record by one hour and thirty 
eight minutes (after losing 2 hours, 10 minutes along the way). 

The Hamilton Club struggled on through the Depression years and eventually the Second World War stopped all 
sporting events. 

A new group called Hamilton Motor Cycle Dirt Track Club was formed in November of 1928 by Val Hunt and had 
its first event at the Friendly Society Park (where the Leisure Centre now stands) and where another well-known 
name appeared at these events, Doug Francis, who worked for Val Hunt. 

For those not in the know M. J. Hurley started selling Indian motor cycles in a shop at the top end of Thompson 
Street (old Cobb & Co. side) in the early 20's but after a couple of years left Hamilton to later return selling Willys-
Overland vehicles from a shed in Lonsdale Street (near where the old Church of Christ building is now) and sold his 
Thompson Street shop to Val Hunt. 

In May of 1936 a new club was formed and took the name of Hamilton Sporting Motor Cycle Club. 

In May of 1938 the Hamilton Touring Motor Cycle Club was formed and all 3 clubs continued to operate up to the 
start of WWII. 

The Hamilton Dirt Track Club had eventually gone out to Buckley Swamp and conducted their racing from there.  

More on Dirt Track Racing in our district in the next issue. 

L-R Jack Quigley, Don Riley and Charlie Whitford  Aspendale Race Track  April 1 1923 
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Minx Mixes          Graeme Ralph 

Quite a few of our members have a passion for Rootes Group vehicles and I must admit to having a small senti-

mental attachment to that stable. 

Back in the 1950’s our family car was a 1954 Hillman Minx Mk VIII saloon – a “Gay Minx” in two tone blue, pur-

chased new from Henderson Garage in Castlemaine. I remember it as a great little performer, coping well with a 

family of two adults and four children on board and cruising smoothly at 50 mph. For the Mark VIII, in 1954, a 

new ove4rhead valve, 1390 cc, engine was installed. This engine gave it a bit more get up and go than its predeces-

sors. 

          
   1954 Mk VIII Minx, similar to our family car                                          1951 Mk V Minx. My younger sister perched 

on the of the mid 1950’s                                                                                               mudguard.              

 Before I acquired my drivers’ license in 1963, I purchased, for the princely sum of forty pounds from a fellow stu-

dent at Castlemaine Technical College, a 1951 Hillman Minx. Mk V. This was powered by a side valve 1265cc four- 

cylinder engine with four speed gearbox. It faithfully conveyed me daily from Taradale to school. There was alter-

native transport available in the form of a school bus, but the bus schedule didn’t always align with the timetable 

of my engineering course and of course I preferred the convenience of my own car and the flexibility that it afford-

ed.  

Unfortunately, the little Minx was tired when I bought it and soon became rather sluggish. It began to belch copi-

ous amounts of oily fumes, filling the cabin and making driving a real health hazard.  

My solution was to fit a cheap second- hand motor from a Commer ute at the Barkers Creek Wreckers near Castle-

maine. This kept me mobile for another year or so until it too, threatened to asphyxiate the occupants and I re-

placed the Hillman with a 1951 Holden. (That’s another story) 

The Holden was replaced by a new Morris Mini Deluxe in 1966 and what a brilliant vehicle this was, but in time 

with a growing family the Mini gave way to a Morris 1500 Nomad. This fell far short of the standards of the Mini 

(unfortunately it was cursed by the attachment of a British Leyland badge and was somewhat of a lemon)  

However, by 1976, we were very involved in Vintage motoring and Classic cars (1930’s) were coming into vogue. A 

1939 Hillman Minx was advertised at Bacchus Marsh. With a tandem trailer hitched behind the Morris 1500 John 

Corcoran and I made the journey and without mishap brought the Minx back to Hamilton.  

The Minx had spent most of its life in the Tongala and Rushworth areas and had seen better days. The pale cream 

paintwork was faded and the green leather upholstery looked as though the family dog had taken a liking to it. The 

body was surprisingly rust free, but displayed a variety of minor wounds acquired during fishing trips through the 

red gum forests along the Murray River. 

A broken front leaf spring had to be repaired and the brakes carefully adjusted to get a roadworthy and it was back 

on the road. The brakes were a challenge, being cable operated Mechanical brakes. Pressure on the brake pedal 
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 Minx Mixes cont.         Graeme Ralph 

initially took up the 

slack in the cables, 

more pressure 

stretched the cables a 

little the finally with 

even more pressure 

applied the car trun-

dled to a reluctant 

stop.  

The Minx took part in our first Annual Queens Birthday Rally with Denis Polack at the wheel. However, after attend-

ing a few club runs and mulling over the amount of work involved in restoring the car I concluded that I didn’t real-

ly love it at all. It was sold to a young chap from out Cavendish way. 

It was subsequently purchased by Fred and Linda Falkenberg (Mary Willsher’s parents) from Byaduk who under-

took an extensive restoration. With new paint, new upholstery by Doug McLaren and a reconditioned engine they 

had an attractive, reliable Classic British car! (Mary also drove a Minx Mk V as her everyday car) 

The next owner was Jim Kent of Casterton who had a fondness for Rootes Group vehicles and always created a stir 

with his Humber Hearse complete with a “Thirst aid Kit” in the form of a box of long necks stored in a mock up 

coffin in the back.  

When Jim rationalised his fleet the 1939 Hillman Minx changed hands again and this time left Australia for a new 

home in Singapore! 

The Hillman Minx first appeared in I932 in various body styles including tourer, sports tourer, 4 light saloon, 6 light 

saloon, drophead coupé. It was powered by A four cylinder side valve engine of 1185 cc, had a three speed gear-

box, a wheelbase of 92 inches, wire wheels, Bendix brakes and had a supposed top speed of 62 mph (100kph). 

In 1934 every saloon had a wireless aerial installed in the roof. A Philco Transitone wireless set was available as an 

option. Hillman's small car fitted with such a radio was known as their Melody Minx. The four speed gearbpox was 

introduced in 1934 also.  

After 38 years and more than 25 model variations production of the Hillman Minx ceased in 1970 with the “New 

Minx” which had been introduced in 1967. In standard form it had a 1496 cc ohv four cylinder engine and a top 

speed of 83 mph.  

Many of our members have special Minx memories Whilst others have a passion for other gems from the Rootes 

Group! Please feel free to contribute yours to the Newsletter! 

Hillmans and axles 

My first car was a 1956 Hillman Minx  MK V111A (the same as we have now) and I 

had two occasions where it let me down.  

I was on teaching rounds at Canterbury State School when I went to drive home it 

would not go. The tow truck driver said I had broken an axle. When I got home 

my Dad had a spare one and changed it over that night so I could drive to school 

the next day.  

Then Peter and I (we were courting at the time) had a night out over at the Eltham Barrel and just before we got 

there the other axle broke. We left it at a service station overnight and Peter and my Dad came back and changed 

the axle in the driveway of the service station so we could drive it home. 

My Dad had lots of spare parts in his shed and so he was able to  fix my car . I’m told that Hillman’s were notori-

ous for  breaking axles.          Lorraine  Wilson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless#Radio
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 Bits and Pieces   Pam Pollock          

 

 

Global Observances 2020 

 
1 Oct  International Day of Older Persons 

2 Oct  International Day of Non-Violence 

5 Oct  World Teachers’ Day 

5 Oct  World Habitat Day 

 

8 Oct World Sight Day       1 

1 0 Oct  World Mental Health Day 

9 Oct  World Post Day        

11 Oct International Day of the Girl  Child 

          

13 Oct  International Day for Disaster Reduction 

16 Oct  World Food Day 

17 Oct  International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

24 Oct  World Development  Infrormation Day 

24 Oct  United Nations Day 

27 Oct  World Day for Audiovisual  Heritage 

29 Oct  World Stroke Day 

 

Poverty Facts 

780 million people, 11 percent of the world's population, 

live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per day. At 

least 17 million children suffer from severe acute malnu-

trition around the world. Severe acute malnutrition is the 

direct cause of death for 2 million children every year. 

 

Global Poverty And Hunger | Action 
Against Hunger 

Global www.actionagainsthunger.org › global-
poverty-hunger 

https://www.google.com/search?q=world+statistics+on+poverty+and+hunger&safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU767AU767&sxsrf=ALeKk022WQKrrHUq5myPK9l9hYVe9lUv_Q:1601726425833&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=QQRgoxQoIaYVKM%252CPgJ4JwiVu6r0GM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kTDs_qLelzb
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/global-poverty-hunger-facts#:~:text=Global Poverty Facts&text=780 million people%2C 11 percent,2 million children every year.
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/global-poverty-hunger-facts#:~:text=Global Poverty Facts&text=780 million people%2C 11 percent,2 million children every year.
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/global-poverty-hunger-facts#:~:text=Global Poverty Facts&text=780 million people%2C 11 percent,2 million children every year.
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Bits and Pieces cont. 

The Morris Register continues to embrace the technological age and has now added a Tech Talk .  session to their 
virtual events. They appear to be quite successful.  Great ideas to keep members involved and connected. 

Reading the Ballarat newsletter brought back memories  for me as the editor was reminiscing his childhood grow-
ing up in Ballarat. I spent a few years there as a child and I remember the shop he spoke of belonging to Bongior-
no’s. I believe we patronised this mixed business during our time there. I remember the milk man, the ice delivery, 
the coin in the slot to get the gas for  hot water and the trams were still running. We did not use the tram but pre-
ferred to walk from Sebastopol into the Dana Street school. Sometimes we walked past the police station (or was it 
the jail?) because I had a crush on the policeman’s son who had to go there after school. My sister liked Johnny 
White and kissed him behind the couch (we were only about 5 or 6 years old). White’s Florist shop is still on the 
corner today, but I don’t know if it is still in the family. When we moved back to Hamilton, mum reckoned it was 
colder here than in Ballarat. 

 

• From Wimmera Mallee a quote from Mark Twain - The secret of getting ahead is getting started.  

• Mornington Peninsula Sidelights has the third part of the story of GMH. 

• From Backfire newsletter an unknown author – Yes, Officer, I did see the speed limit sign. I just didn’t see 
you. 

• April Backfire – I’m either coming out of this quarantine 20lbs lighter, chakras balanced and a house full of 
completed craft projects Or…. 20Lbs heavier with a drinking problem. 

• Our cleaning lady just called and told us she will be working from home and will send us instructions on 
what to do. 

• We thought we’d have flying cars by 2020. But no, here we are teaching people how to wash their hands. 
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Make: Porsche 
Model: 911 Carrera 
Year: 2020 
 
This little six cylinder beauty can go from 0-100km in 4.2seconds and reach 
a top speed of 293kms per hour. 
 
If you want one, a measly $240,000-$260,000 will get you one. 
 
Is this John’s latest purchase you might be asking and how the heck can he 
afford one of those? Did he recently come into a big win? The answer to 
both questions is a great big NO!  
 
This is the car of his dreams. He told me he would love to own an open top but wouldn’t be too fussy, but he also didn’t say if 
he wanted this new version or one of the older models. I am guessing it would be one of the older ones, though.  
 
So we’ll stop dreaming now and get back to reality and talk a bit about the vehicles John does own and would not part with 
(unless of course he had a much, much better offer). 
 
1.Make: MG 
Model: B (No:205 off the Australian production line of approximately 9,500 
built here). 
Year: 1963 
Colour: Aintree  Green 
Engine/Capacity:  1.8litre 
Transmission: 4speed with overdrive (this is the only manual vehicle I own) 
Brakes:  Front discs, back drums 
 
Not looking for another vehicle at the time, John saw an advertisement for 
an MGB for sale. About three years ago now, Chris Cole, a local club member 
had his to sell after owning it for many years. 
 John thought “An MGB!! That would be nice to own. He promptly got hold 
of his mate Warrick Hansted and off they went to have a look and a test drive. Still with no intention of buying,  a successful 
test run was made, some discussion followed, and after not too much talking himself into, John did purchase the vehicle.  
 
Until then he had not thought about getting another car, but because he could no longer enjoy the thrill of his motorbikes, 
this was a nice alternative. He could take it out on a nice day and enjoy the wind in his hair and the lovely area we live in.  Due 
to issues with his back he does find it a little difficult getting in and out and doesn’t go too far as it gets a little uncomfortable, 
but, boy is it fun! 
 
The good thing about these little cars is that you can still buy parts for them fairly easily and fairly cheaply, making them a 
really good option for anyone wanting a fun car or collector item.  
What does he like about the MGB? The shape-that being the squarer body shape rather than the rounder contours of the 
MGA. He likes the older “Made in England” cars.  (Some were assembled here in Australia and a few other countries.) 
What doesn’t he like about it? The rust. Like most British cars, they were not made to last and tend to rust away without 
proper care being lavished upon them. He also doesn’t like the current Chinese made models. 
Every day is memorable in an MGB because they are so different to anything else but they can never replace the feel of a mo-
torcycle under your bum. You also wouldn’t want to be in an accident in one. There wouldn’t be much left to pick up.  
The MGB is the only non-4WD vehicle that John and Carol own between them. 
 
 
2.Make:  International  
Model:  Scout Traveller                                                    
Year:  1978 
Colour:  Brown with white removable hard top 
Engine/capacity:  345 V8 (12mpg) 
Transmission:  3 speed Chrysler auto 4x4 
 
  Pictures shows a previously owned vehicle of John’s.  

My Car—John Wilken Part 2        Pam Pollock 
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 John’s love of these beasties began in the late 70’s to early 80’s 
when the company he was working for were using them on the job. 
It is big, heavy, gross, inefficient (giving only 12miles to the gallon), 
has a big truck engine under the bonnet. It is a typical all American 
beast. Not as big as some but uneconomical just the same. 
 
John has owned a few of these vehicles over the years with the cur-
rent one being purchased about three years ago because it was in 
most original condition. He has plans to preserve it in as original 
condition as possible and has a backup vehicle for spare parts. Parts 
being a bit hard to come by these days. To do this entails removal of 
a little bit of rust and a re-paint. 
 
The Scout is driven occasionally, but only on a fine day when it is not 
raining.  
 
John has no plans to change vehicles or buy more newer stuff. He 
feels as we get older, slower, and have more things go wrong, we 
need to stay with things that are familiar to us. Especially a vehicle. 
To stay safe on the road we need to know what we are driving and 
how to drive it. We need to think of others as well as ourselves.  
 
John loves these two vehicles in ways that differ as much as the ve-
hicles themselves. But his health gets in the way of  enjoying them 
as much as he would wish. As too, his involvement with the club. He 
says he has withdrawn from many of the things he enjoys as he 
cannot stand or sit for any amount of time without suffering the 
next day. Staying in touch through the newsletter and keeping up 
with what the club is doing gives him pleasure and sharing his story 
has been fun too. 
 
Thank you John. You are very interesting to talk with and as with 
many of our members , you have lots of interesting, fun, amusing , 
entertaining and informative stories to tell. 
 
 

JOHN’S FAVOURITE VEHICLE OF ALL 

THAT HE HAS OWNED OVER THE YEARS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A collage of some of 

the machineray and 

vehicles that have gone 

th 
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We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 

ADVERTISERS  
Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  

You are going to get more exhausted from laughing at these puns. 

I was wondering why the ball was getting bigger. Then it hit m  

I renamed my iPod The Titanic, so when I plug it in, it says “The Titanic is syncing.”  

Last night, I dreamed I was swimming in an ocean of orange soda. But it was just a Fanta sea 

Will glass coffins be a success? Remains to be seen   

I lost my job at the bank on my very first day. A woman asked me to check her balance, so I 

pushed her over  

Car trivia 

1. When the Sydney harbour bridge opened in 1932, cars paid double the price than horses to cross the 

bridge. 

2. There are almost as many vehicles on the road in Australia (17 million) as there are adults.  

3. In Australia, the first car radio was fitted in 1924 by Kelly’s Motors in New South Wales. The aerial was 

attached to the waterproof hood.  

4. The world’s first compulsory seat belt law was put into place in Victoria, Australia, in 1970.  

5. The male lyrebird, native to Australia, can mimic the calls of over 20 other birds. If that’s not impressive 

enough, it can also perfectly imitate the sound of a car alarm.  
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


