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In this issue 

 

• Calendar of events includes Club Captain’s 

Report  

• Invitation events from other clubs  

• Presidents report 

• This and That 

• Exhaust Notes 

• Minutes of the September meeting  

• (August minutes were emailed ) 

• August  Mid week run to Ararat and J Ward  

• September Mid Week run to Corndale 

• John  Corcoran  Run  September 

• My Car—Peter Tew 

• Lest we Forget  article 

• Forbes and  Parkes Car Museums 

• Beechworth Dodge Rally  

 

Membership Renewals were due by  

30 September 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 

 

Note from Editor: If there is any issues with newsletters please contact me. I endeavour to keep mail-

ing lists up to date whether postal or email.  An email address allows the club to send any updates in 

a timely manner. If you have one it would be useful if provided. 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/ 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 
  

Newsletter items and reports  NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

Intrepid members braving the cold on a mid-

week  run to the falls 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/handdvvcdc/
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
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Committee 2019-20 
 

Welcome to New Members 

     

 

Position  Name  Contact  

PRESIDENT:  Richard Neaves /Pam 0488 231 835 (Please ring mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Vacant  

TREASURER John Barke/ Jenni 0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER VACANT  

SUPPER COORDINATOR  Jenny/Terry Hutchins  55722799  

CLUB CAPTAINS WEEKENDS  

MIDWEEK 

VACANT 

VACANT 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine Wilson / Peter  0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Dennis Dawson 

Warrick Hanstead 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 328 622 

0417 865 048 

FEDERATION REPS  Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

WELFARE OFFICERS  Doug Palmer Please contact if you know of an illness, 

death or any special occasion.  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  Graeme Ralph 0418 344 390  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Ern Polack 0428 352 538  

Denis Polack 55723284  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher 55734517  

PERMIT RENEWALS  Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT  President/Secretary/Treasurer or  

Doug Palmer 0409 010 730  

Information for new members is available 

on the website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/  

mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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2019 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

October  18 Please note the next meeting will NOT be at the club rooms. Instead we will meet at CERVUS on Port-

land Road where Troy Thomas will show us around and give us a talk on the business there. We will have a 

quick meeting (following the agenda of previous meetings as set out) in their tea rooms beforehand. 

Meeting to start at 7.30pm as usual.  

October 19/20 October 19/20:  Pastoral Museum Open Days.  The Club is appealing to all members to support this week-

end by putting your vehicles on display for both days and to all support the running of the Clubroom over 

the weekend.  Please don't leave this up to just a few individual members to talk to visitors to our complex.  

We are also asking you to donate 2 hours of your time by acting as Gate Keepers sometime over the week-

end as it is a great help to the Pastoral Museum members  

October 30 There is no Mid-Week Run for October 30th  

November 2 Byaduk Spring Flower Show: The Club is supporting the Byaduk community with this event which has been 

raising funds for local charities for many years. The organisers are really appreciative of the support of our 

club. 

We will assemble at the clubrooms at 9.30 am for morning tea followed by a scenic drive to Byaduk’ any-

one wishing to travel independently should plan to arrive at Byaduk at around 10.45 am.  

Contact Graeme Ralph by 18th Nov (meeting night) to advise if you are attending this event so that we 

can have sufficient space allocated for parking. Phone/text 0418 344 390 or email: 

ralphgb45@bigpond .com 

There will be food and refreshments available including. The display of Flower arrangements will surprise 

and delight you! 

November 15 General Meeting TBA 

November  30 November 30/December 1 – POO Days at Casterton:  Once again the Combined Clubs' Event is 
to be held on the Noss Road Fire Track area and OUR Club has won the trophy for 'Best Attended' 
over the last 2 years.  Please support this important event as this is where we meet up with 
Members, and their vehicles, from Clubs all over the Western District and South Australian dis-
tricts for a 'once-a-year' gathering.   Food is available on site, or bring-your-own. 

December  6th  

6pm start 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS PARADE IS NOW ON A FRIDAY NIGHT.  

Decorate you car—Theme is Christmas but please no Santas as he will be there in per-

son! Please let Richard know if you are intending to enter as we require registration 

numbers by October 28 

December  15 Presidents Christmas run and BBQ tea at the clubrooms 

This is the President's Surprise Run and also the Club's Christmas Function.  More on this at a later date. 

 Thanks to Doug and Graeme who continue to organise runs even though they are not officially our Club 
Captains. 
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Date   Source       Event 
OCTOBER 
10th-14th  Triumph Car Club of Victoria     14th Combined Vic & ACT Triumph    
          Car Clubs Rally, Merrimbulla 
11-12-13th      Maryborough District Historic Vehicle Club   11th Central Goldfields Rally 2019 
13th-16th Morris Register of Victoria     Early Morris Rally, Bendigo 
11-13th VCCC News Ballarat      Motorclassica-Melbourne  
12th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  “Wheels at the Gum” Car & Bike Show, Merrigum 
               
13th  Colac Collectable Car Club     Birregurra Festival Day  
12th-13th Mt Gambier Veteran Vintage Car Club Inc.  Mil Lel Steam Machinery Rally  
13th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Day of the Morris Minor, Caribbean Gardens  
            
13-19th Morris Register of Vic Inc.     Early Morris Rally (Pre 1945), Bendigo 
17th-21st WDHVC Geelong      Geelong Show Car Display 
18-20th VCCC News Ballarat      25th Biennial Rally, Lancia Register, Castlemaine  
           
18th-20th Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Early Ford Nationals, Nagambie 
19th         Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Kyabram Show  
18th-20th Mildura Vintage Vehicles Club Inc.    Patchewollock Music Festival 
20th    Colac Collectable Car Club     Moto Show, Pioneer Park, Cobden 
20th  Mornington Peninsula Historic Vehicles Club  Chryslers @ Caribbean, Caribbean  Gardens  
         
20th  Rover Car Club Of Aust Inc.     Annual Predominantly British Car Show, Triabunna 
            
23rd-26th Rover Car Club Of Aust Inc.     Rove 2020 SA Fleurieu Peninsula-    
           Victor Harbor 
25-26-27th Colac Collectable Car Club     Rock-the-Clock & Show’n’Shine, Showgrounds, Camper-
down                
26th  Triumph Car Club of Victoria     TR Register Aust. Inc. Concours& Classic Car Display 
          Lake Wendouree Foreshore, Ballarat   
           
26th-27th Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club    Heywood Tractor Trek 
27th  Maryborough District Historic Vehicle Club  Talbot Swap with the Lot 
27th  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  Rochester Show’n’Shine 
27th  Rover Car Club Of Aust Inc.     55th Birthday Celebrations, Carribean Gardens   
             
27th  Triumph Car Club of Victoria     Classics in the Park, Akoonah Park Berwick 
27th  WDHVC Geelong      Paws in the Park, Botanical Gardens, Gisborne  
             
27th  The Vintage Driver      Federation Baw Baw Picnic, Darnum 
    
NOVEMBER 
 
1st-5th  Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Inc.   Warragul Tri-annual Rally 
2nd   WMHVS       Nhill Airshow 
 
2nd  Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club  RACV/AOMC Aussie Classic Car show, Yarra Glen  
            
2-3rd  Vintage Driver      Lake Goldsmith Steam & Vintage Rally   
             

3rd  Mt Gambier Veteran Vintage Car Club Inc.  Balmoral Show’n Shine   

8th-11th  Mornington Peninsula Historic Vehicles Club 4 3rd National Chevrolet Festival, Renmark, SA  
                  
8th9th10th Mt Gambier Veteran Vintage Car Club Inc.  Millicent Show 
 
10th  Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club    Edenhope Swap Meet 
 

Invitation Events 2019/2020  

Secretary Pam is providing the editor with a list of events taken from other club  
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10th   Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Driver’s Club Historic Commercial Vehicle Display, Yarra Glen  
             
10th   Triumph Car Club of Victoria   Show & Shine, Caribbean Gardens, Ferntree Gully 
10th    Singer Car Club    Combined Rootes Group Day Oaklands Wetlands Reserve 
             
16-17th   Swan Hill Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club  Bendigo Swap Meet 
    WDHVC Geelong     Warragul Rally, Melbourne Cup Weekend   
             
17th   Triumph Car Club of Victoria   Knox Car Show, 480 Boronia Rd, Wantirna Sth.  
17-21   WDHVS Geelong     Geelong Show Car Display 
18   WDHVS Geelong     Biennial Castlemaine Rally 
19          Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb      
24th   The Vintage Driver     Wandin Draught Horse & Machinery Festival  
             
TBA   Singer Car Club of Australia    South Australia-Rootes Group Day 
30th-1st  Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club   POO weekend; Tractor/engine weekend   
             
29-30-1Dec  Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society Nhillbilly Farm Stay Tour 2019 
 
DECEMBER 
8   Morris Register     Mini Minor Grand Day Out Bundoora 
FEBRUARY 2020 
1st-2nd  Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club   Glenelg Vintage Machinery Restorers    
          Club Inc. Vintage rally 2020,     
          Heywood Recreation Reserve 
9th    Singer Car Club     All British Echunga Oval SA 
MARCH 
7-8-9th   Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Club   Tour 2020 
28th   WDHVC Geelong     AHMF National Motoring Festival,  Albury-Wodonga 
             
APRIL 
4th   Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society Market & Swap Meet, Horsham     
           Showgrounds 
7-9    Morris Register     2020 National Rally “Bound for Bern” 
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During the time between our last newsletters a number of members travelled to the J Ward at Ararat It was a very 

interesting guided tour and commentary, on how the jail looked after the inmates.  The mid-week Wednesday run, 

travellers undertook a run to the Nigretta and Wannon Falls with plenty of water at the falls, unfortunately the 

weather was not. Thank you Warrick for putting up your hand up to take on the assistant Treasurers position. There 

was a great turnout of club cars for the John Corcoran memorial club run this year to Crawford river winery for a 

talk by Principal owner John Thompson on the history of the Land holding, the homestead and Woolshed a great 

afternoon run enjoyed by all. Wednesdays monthly run to Dunrobin was also well attended, Norm grave a talk on 

the history of the land holdings from the early days to today’s ownerships. This run culminated with a visit to 

“Boonaroo” cattle stud farm, Jody and Shane Foster gave the members a well-informed talk on the history of the 

farm and also the cattle stud. Before I complete this report I wish, all those on the sick list a very speedy recovery 

and back to normality. 

President’s Report           Richard Neaves     

Happy Birthday to anyone who has a birthday in  September or October. They seem to be popular months for celebrations.  

Condolences to Ian Clarke on the passing of his mother., Bev & Trevor Sweeney on the passing of Bev’s mother. 

Get well card to John Brabham who is very unwell at this time. 
Doug visited Jenny and Terry Hutchins recently. He reports that Terry has improved considerably and is getting along much 

better just now. 

A number of members have been away travelling and we welcome them back. 

 Graeme and Betty  Ralph did around 20,000 kms traversing this great land of ours and saw some wonderful sights.  

“We completed the circuit from Port Augusta and back with the Nullabor crossing being the fourth time we have crossed it 

by road. Almost 50 years ago (1969/70) we did it both ways in our 1966 Morris Mini Deluxe when it included around 360 

miles of dirt road. the highway is now an easy drive, but the scenery remains unchanged.”  

Exhaust Notes 

 

Edward John Eyre became the first European to successfully cross the Nullarbor in 1841. In writing about Eyre's voyages in 

1865, Henry Kingsley wrote that the area across the Nullarbor and Great Australian Bight was a "hideous anomaly, a blot on 

the face of Nature, the sort of place one gets into in bad dreams".[6] Eyre departed Fowler's Bay on 17 November 1840 

with John Baxter and a party of three Aboriginal men. When three of his horses died of dehydration, he returned to Fowler's 

Bay. He departed with a second expedition on 25 February 1841. By 29 April, the party had reached Caiguna. Lack of supplies 

and water led to a mutiny. Two of the Aboriginals killed Baxter and took the party's supplies. Eyre and the third Aborigi-

nal, Wylie, continued on their journey, surviving through bushcraft and some fortuitous circumstances, such as receiving 

some supplies from a French whaling vessel anchored at Rossiter Bay. They completed their crossing in June 1841.  Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_John_Eyre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nullarbor_Plain#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Baxter_(explorer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutiny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wylie_(person)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whaling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rossiter_Bay
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Minutes of the October Meeting 

Meeting Opened 7.30pm. 

Members Attend-
ing 

Pam Pollock, Alan Wilson, Doug Palmer, Richard Neaves, R Martin, Warrick Hansted, Norm Grave-
stocks, Robert Brody, Russell Ward, Chris Watt, Peter Tew, John Barke, Adrian & Julie Stevens, Cliff 
Brinkmann, Andrew Anson, Graeme Scott, Ern Polack, Denis Polack, Wal Brinkmann, Caroline 
Woodward, Michael Woodward, Bev Ainger, Ron Ainger. 

Apologies Rod Potter, Roger Moodie, Geoff Sharrock, Bernard Andrivon, Dennis Dawson, Lloyd Hocking, Betty 
& Graeme Ralph, Tom Beever, Alan Moore, John & Leanne Barber. 
Apologies accepted. Moved: Peter Tew    Seconded: John Barke    Carried. 

Minutes of Previ-
ous Meeting 

Accepted. 
Moved: Adrian Stevens     Seconded: Doug Palmer     Carried. 

Business Arising Nil 

Treasurers Report 
  
Outstanding Ac-
counts 

As presented by Warrick. 
Accepted by all present. 
Moved: Warrick Hansted     Seconded: Ern Polack     Carried 
NOTE: If you have paid your 2020 membership via direct deposit could you please check that you 
have put your name as an identifier. There have been a few amounts come through with no name 
and therefore we cannot tell whose membership it is that is being paid. Therefore-if you get a note 
or phone call asking you to pay up, this might be the reason. 

New Membership 
Applications 

Ashley & Lynette Binney. Passed by committee. Nil objections from the floor. Accepted. 

Correspondence IN: Many newsletters 
Does anyone recognise the person from Hamilton in the WDHVC Geelong newsletter? 
A new member of the Vintage Driver club, Matt Weekes, manufactures new wooden spoke 

wheels from his factory (Victorian Vintage) 
An interesting article on Dash-cams in the Rover Car Club newsletter 
The Hudson Essex Terraplane newsletter had several interesting articles this edition 
As always there are a lot of things going on all over the state, not to mention inter-state if you 

want to get out and about. 
We received a new form from Vicroads to fill in for Office Bearers and Scrutineers. 
  
Out: Letters to some members re: renewal obligations. 
The new form filled out and sent to Vicroads. 
A letter to Vicroads re: Transfer of Ownership of Corcoran permit vehicles. 
  

Club Captains Re-
port 

Rob Brody reported that about 12 cars braved the terrible weather for the run out and around the 
falls on the 28th august. An enjoyable outing regardless of the weather. 
  
Pam & Richard both were present for the Ararat J Ward trip on the 18th August. This was an inter-
esting but confronting experience for some. It is a sad part of our history that we had such places 
where human beings were placed. Some stories are quite sad, some horrific. There are three graves 
within the “exercise “enclosure that are only marked by a small scratched arrow on the bluestone 
wall. This was a jail where mentally ill people were housed and treated like criminals due to a short-
age of accommodation for them at the time. I think the meaning of mental illness then and now are 
vastly different. Well worth a look. 19 members and family took the tour. Some members had lunch 
at the RSL and others had a picnic by the lake prior to our visit to the jail. The weather was not kind 
being very cold and windy with some rain in patches. 
DOUG: Sunday we will be heading to Crawford River where we will look at some of the historic 
buildings dating from 1884, the original home and a talk on the history of the property. BYO every-
thing but hot water will be supplied. 
NORM: The midweek run is to the Corndale area, stopping at the Dunrobin hall for afternoon tea 
which is BYO except for the hot water which will be supplied. A small donation please for the use of 
the hall. 
OCT-still need a run to be organised. 
NOV 2nd – Byaduk Spring Show. Please support this event. 
NOV 30th- POO Day at Casterton. We usually support this day, so again, please take your cars across 
and enjoy the day. 
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JAN- The Orford Machinery Days. Not a scheduled club run, but a great day out for those who wish to 
take advantage of the better weather and a nice drive. 
FEB- We will be heading to Warrnambool to see two collections and possibly the new museum at the 
Fletcher Jones complex. 
AS we still officially have no Club Captains we are asking for support from club members in helping to 
organise runs or at least put forward ideas for runs. Please don’t leave it to just a few as we all enjoy 
these outings. 
JOHN Barke suggested an excursion to the fish traps at Heywood as the U3A group has recently been out 
there and found it very interesting. Russell Ward thought we might perhaps include it in the Rally itiner-
ary. Ern Polack says there is some new renovation/building being done out there and there is now new 
management, so it may be run a little better now. 
Worth checking it out. 

 

Wall lining is finished. 
Skirting boards have been ordered as you cannot buy unpainted ones in town. 
Corner quads are about to be put on. 
Doug has spent many hours (frustrating I bet) stripping and re-painting the doors ready to hang. He has 
also stained the door surrounds. 
The building committee have decided to complete lining the walls over the corrugated area as there is 
enough boards to do so. 
The office and workshop are coming up a treat, they look fantastic. A GREAT BIG THANK YOU AND JOB 
WELL DONE to those few who have put in so many hours and so much effort to get to where it is right 
now. 
Richard – The committee accepted Wal Brinkmann’s suggestion to add another bay for storage. The Pas-
toral Museum has already OK’d this addition. Prices, plans etc., are currently being sourced. 
Does anyone have any memorabilia to add to the display in the workshop area? Any donations would be 
well received. 

Building  
Committee 

Nil  

Nil. Still needing volunteers both for putting the newsletter together and for sorting and posting. This 
isn’t arduous and doesn’t take long. It is also quite a social event. 

Newsletter 

Keep working on ideas as we will be starting on planning soon. June Rally 

Bereavement card to Ian Clarke on the passing of his mother. 
Bereavement card to Bev & Trevor Sweeney on the passing of Bev’s mother. 
Get well card to John Brabham who is very unwell at this time. 
Doug visited Jenny and Terry Hutchins recently. He reports that Terry has improved considerably and is 
getting along much better just now. 

Welfare Officer 

Re: Memberships. Warrick says those awaiting badges will be receiving them shortly as they are on the 
way. 
Those who have not paid their membership will be getting phone calls soon to remind them as we are 
obligated to let Vicroads know who are unfinancial members. This must be done by 10th October so 
PLEASE get your monies in. 
It has been suggested for next year we have a social evening prior to due payment date, so members can 
get together socially and take the opportunity to make their payments at the same time. You might also 
like to bring along potential new members. Please make your thoughts known on this one so we might 
make a date on the calendar. 
Upcoming Events: If you know of any upcoming events of interest let us know and they can be added to 
the newsletter content. Also don’t forget to check the list to find out what is happening elsewhere. 
Pastoral Museum: Open Days are coming up 19-20 October. We have been asked to supply volunteers 
once again, so please come forward. You only need put in an hour or two for the whole weekend.  
The Museum have also asked our club if we might do some photocopying for them. The general consen-
sus is yes, but this will also require volunteers. 
Computer program: For smoother running of club business. 
Too complex. 
Too expensive. 
Put people off taking positions if not computer literate. 
Too many people would need to be trained. 
Southern Stay Residential: Have asked if the club might organise some cars on a Saturday to take some 
of their adult clients on a drive to Catalpa or the Bridge Café for a lunch outing. They will leave it up to 
the club to let them know if this is a possibility and when 
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GUEST SPEAKER  CLIFF BRINKMAN TRENCH ART 

After the meeting we had a very interesting and informative talk from Cliff Brinkmann. He told us about trench art 

from the First World War and had some very interesting pieces to show us. Some of these he was able to give a 

little of their history. He had many quite confronting but interesting photos to show, also. A late evening as no-

one seemed to want to leave. Thank you Cliff. 

(PHOTOS TAKEN AT ANOTHER  TALK GIVEN BY CLIFF) 

Meeting Closed 
Next Meeting 

8.40pm. 
OCTOBER 18th. Please note the next meeting will NOT be at the club rooms. Instead we will meet at 
CERVUS on Portland Road where Troy Thomas will show us around and give us a talk on the busi-
ness there. We will have a quick meeting (following the agenda of previous meetings as set out) in 
their tea rooms beforehand. Meeting to start at 7.30pm as usual. 

Trench art objects are holders of soldiers’ memories and reminders of the conflict they faced. Made out of recy-

cled war refuse such as shell casings, spent bullets or whatever came to hand, they open a window to the past. 

They tell us things like where soldiers went and what their surroundings were like. They also give hints about sol-

diers’ thoughts and actions. Something as simple and functional as a matchbox cover can provide a map of a sol-

dier’s movements while other, more decorative examples, show a desire to find and create beauty, to camou-

flage war in art.  



 

10                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter September/October 2019  

August run to Ararat 

On a cold wet Sunday around 20 members ventured  out the Strathkellar Road  to Willaura where we  

stopped  for morning tea in the rotunda at the football oval. From there we headed to Ararat past Lake 

Buninjon that is quite full at the moment and the countryside green and lush. 

Some of us had a counter lunch at the  RSL and others  tried  the cafes down the street. 

For  those who have not been to J Ward it a chilling place to visit. We had organised for a guided tour 

and  after watching a video we were shown around the complex.  

 

J Ward started its life as a goldfields prison in 1859. When the gold ran out in the mid 1880s the 

prison buildings were acquired by the Lunacy Department as a temporary housing for the Crimi-

nally Insane. The County Gaol then became a ward (J Ward) of the Ararat Lunatic Asylum where 

the most depraved and most dangerous men in Victoria were housed in horrific conditions under 

the highest security. 

The Ward was closed in 1991. J Ward is now a museum complex within the original prison struc-

ture dedicated to recording and preserving the history of the criminals imprisoned and hanged 

here during the life of the goldfields gaol and later as the infamous maximum security housing 

for Victoria's Criminally Insane men in a ward (J Ward) of the Ararat Mental Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

Shock treatment   Peter Wilson with German  Rotary Exchange student Paula        Wall hanging in RSL 

Members outside J Ward with Pam’s Mustangin the foreground     Razor wire—no escaping 
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August Mid week run to the Falls                           Rob Brody and Helen Moore 

About 10 intrepid people ventured out for the drive to the Nigretta & Wannon Falls in August. 

The weather was inclement but nevertheless we ventured on. From the club rooms we travelled via Pelchens 

Lane, South Boundary Road, Wedge Street, Digby Road, Fairburns Road, back to Cavendish Road and down 

Moodies Road to the Nigretta Falls. 

The weather was fine at these falls and the water flowing over nicely. We didn’t stay overlong as the weather 

was a bit chilly, however not as chilly as it was at the Wannon Falls,  and although the falls were very pictur-

esque, we didn’t wait around as the wind was blowing up the valley direct from Antarctica. 

It was a unanimous decision that we meet back at the club rooms for afternoon tea, where it would be warmer.  

Members  photographed—Lorraine and Mark Rye, Jenny Corcoran, Carol Baudinette, Robert Brody, Wal Brinkmann 

Wannon Falls         Nigretta Falls 

The Wannon Falls are a punchbowl waterfall located in the Southern Grampians Shire, approximately 19 kilometres (12 mi) 

west of Hamilton, in western Victoria, Australia.  They plunge over a basalt lava cliff dropping into a large plunge pool 30 me-

tres (98 ft) below The falls are fed by the Wannon River that has its head waters in the Grampians mountains.  

The Nigretta falls tumble over many rocky outcrops creating several streams of falling water and then drop into a large pool 

at the base before continuing its journey to the Wannon Falls some 10 kilometres (6.2 mi) downstream. In contrast to the 

single plunge of the Wannon Falls, Nigretta is a more interesting, multi-channel segmented cascade of smaller drops and 

bounces guided by patterns of joints in a much older (Devonian) rhyolitic volcanic rock.[3] However, as with the Wannon 

Falls, the amount of water varies with the time of year—Wikipeadia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterfall#Types
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wannon_Falls
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A large number of Club Members gathered at the Clubrooms for what is hoped to be the Annual John Corcoran 
Run and it was great to see John's Family able to get back for the weekend. 

25 Cars left the Clubrooms for the afternoon run on a day that started out as sunny and remained so until we hit a 
light shower in the Condah Area, but that cleared out and the rest of the day was cool, but dry. 

Our tour began with a surprise, organised by Wal. Brinkmann, with us being allowed to travel up the driveway of 
the beautiful 'Old Monivae' Homestead and look at the fully restored central garden at the top thereof with its 
now working fountain.  This was a great thrill for the start of our outing. 

From there we drove out Port Fairy Road for a short while turned right into Louden Youngs Road and then after a 
short distance turned right into Burgins Road and travelled down to the now defunct 'Iluka' Seperation Plant and 
then on to the Portland Road. 

The reason for this little excursion was that it was part of the empire of the Thomson Family who owned both 
'Monivae' and 'Crawford' (which we were about to visit) properties at the same time back in the mid eighteen 
hundreds. 

We travelled along the Portland Road until we reached Branxholme where we turned right at the little Store and 
travelled the back roads, past 'Bassett' Homestead (where we had the light shower) and on to Condah.  We turned 
right off the Portland Road and passed through the old Condah Township and on towards Hotspur area. 

On reaching the main gate into the 'Crawford River' Property we travelled up the driveway and assembled near 
the superb old Home that had been been there since the property was selected in the 1840's.  It has had several 
additions over the years, as most of those old homes did, and still had the original out-buildings in place, and in 
use, showing the old hand-hewn timber supports and shingle roofs.   

The owner, John Thomson, gave us an excellent talk on the history of the property and escorted us through those 
old buildings, including a shed with contained a lot of the original drays and buggies that his Great Grandparents 
had used over the years. 

We climbed back into our cars and he then took us down to the old Woolshed, beside the Crawford River, and 
showed us through what was the original woolshed of the property with it hand-hewn timbers, shingles and sheep 
yards.  Some of the original holding areas inside the shed had the Stringy Bark beams in place and they were as 
good as the day they were put in place. 

John and Wal. (who did most of the engineering and building work on the property many years ago) gave us an 
hilarious talk on some of the incidents that happened in the shed area over the years. 

From here we travelled back to the Winery building for a very enjoyable afternoon tea and chin-wag before de-
parting for home after what was a very enjoyable days outing. 

OH!  And by the way it bucketed down for most of the home journey. 

Thank you to all those who attended the run as a loving memory of 'Our John' and to Wal Brinkmann for doing 
most of the organisation prior to, and on the day.                                                            Doug Palmer  

The John Corcoran Memorial Run Crawford River Homestead, Hotspur 

Sunday,  September 22nd,  2019 

Crawford present day homestead 
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Andrew Shaw’s  1971 Chevrolet Camaro Ute     Davis Bain’s 1973 Holden Utility in ffront of  

First Club  Run        Monivae Homestead  

Club members listening to a talk by John Thompson   Original Bluestone Home  with first addition 

Strange Cars      https://www.businessinsider.com/17-of-the-most-bizarre-cars-ever-designed-2014-5?IR=T  

The history of automotive design is littered with bold attempts to create vehicles so different in how they look and 
how they work that they render obsolete everything that’s come before. The most daring of these are usually con-
cept cars, which aren’t limited by practicality or government regulations and can therefore allow automakers to 
really push the limits. 

For its latest exhibit, the High Museum of Art in Atlanta has assembled 17 of the most beautiful, hideous, and 
strange automotive concepts ever dreamed up by man, from a 1934 Bugatti prototype up to an early iteration of 
the Porsche 918 Hybrid supercar. 

What happens when creators balance aesthetics, functionality, and their personal vision of the future is one rea-

son we love cars. That’s especially true when the results leave us wondering, “How could anyone think this was a 

good idea?”   

1936 Scout Scarab     1947 Norman Timbs Special    1953 General Motors Firebird 1 XP-21 

https://www.businessinsider.com/17-of-the-most-bizarre-cars-ever-designed-2014-5?IR=T
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Eight car loads of members assembled at the Clubrooms 
for the Mid-Week Run organised by Norm Gravestocks.  
On leaving we travelled a lot of back-roads until we 
reached the Wannon Falls where, after crossing the bridge 
we turned onto the Tarrenlea Road and came into Col-
eraine via the back road. 

After leaving Coleraine we turned onto the Lower Sand-
ford and headed towards the main road, but just before 
getting there we turned off to the right onto the Ford-
Luhrs Road and gradually climbed out of the valley, via a 6 
kilometre dirt road, until we reached the main Coleraine/
Casterton Road where we turned right for a short while 
and then turned left onto the Phoines Road. 

At the end of this road we turned onto the Casterton/
Edenhope Road for a short while and then turned right 
into Barlagunyah Road and immediately right into Fairy 
Hills Road.  Lucky for Norm it hadn't rained as we were 
then onto more gravel road for a further 8 kilometres to 
be travelling along the top of the hill with magnificent 
views of the superb valleys on either side until we went 
downhill to Noss Road and onto the Dunrobin Hall for 
afternoon tea. 

Norm, and one of the local residents, gave us a short talk 
on the history of the Closer Settlement of the Dunrobin 
area and explained how most of those awarded the blocks 
had no chance of making the small allotments work so 
they quickly sold out and moved away. 

From there we travelled a short distance and turned right 
into Barrs Road, again travelling some 8 kilometres 
amongst the remaining 'Settlement' farms until we arrived 
in the Corndale area where we turned into the property of 
Joanne and Shane Foster called 'Boonaroo'.  The Foster 
Family had turned this area into a huge Black Angus pro-
duction farm by buying out, or leasing, land of those sur-
rounding them. 

The Fosters explained their scientific production methods 
and how, through intense advertising and the holding of a 
yearly sale, and a lot of very hard work, they have man-
aged to get themselves well known in the cattle industry. 

From here we travelled back into Casterton and made our 
way home individually after a very interesting afternoons 
outing. 

Many thanks to Norm for taking the time to organise this 
journey for those taking part. Doug Palmer 

THE  CORNDALE  RAMBLE 

Wednesday,  September 25th,  2019 

Photos-   Norm Gravestocks Joanne and Shane  Foster of Boonaroo Richard Neaves and Mark Rye 

Tractors  at Boonaroo  Cars  - Cay’s Mitsubishi, Bade’s Porsche, Gravestocks’ Torana, Neaves’ Holden 

Dunrobin Hall—McDonald’s Hudson, Rye’s Jaguar and Palmer’s Falcon 
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This and That         Lloyd Hocking 

Further to the Vauxhall tour Of Tasmania which had back in April I reported that towards the end of the journey I 

had a leaking radiator which was a bit of a worry at the time and seemed to leak about 4 litres of water during a 

days' touring. This leak did not seem to concern the temperature gauge at all, which recorded approx, 65 degrees 

either up- hill or down- hill and With the steepness Of the roads there was plenty of that! When I arrived home, 

With the help of two friends, we removed the radiator. What a weight— It took three of us to carefully lift it out 

and place it on the ground, well insulated by a couple of blankets. I was fortunate to find that Warrnambool has a 

radiator repair man and so I took it down to him. The problem was the seam on the passenger side which was 

formed by folding the brass exterior around the side where it joined the back Of the radiator core and was soldered 

to the core. It had come adrift in Couple of places and the radiator bloke in Warrnambool had soldered it back on. It 

has since proved to be a good and satisfactory job. The removable of the radiator required the cutting off of the 

flexible pipes attaching to the engine. A darn sight easier than trying to remove them all rather large and no hope 

of moving them up and down the connecting pipes. Another time consuming problem was making sure the bonnet 

fit was good. A lot of time and error with this job! 

When I refilled the cooling system I realised why the system had not overheated during the tour. Water capacity 

was approx. five and a half gallons—about 25 litres! The thought has passed my mind that if the 30/98 had larger 

leak it would have been a busy time going from one water supply to the  next. Would have been worse of course in 

very dry country! 

I do recall one other Vauxhall owner in Tasmania tell me that the engine is pretty safe as the engine block does hold 

a lot of water which will keep the engine cool especially when the weather was cool as it was certainly that way in 

Tasmania. 

I have just been reading an article in the August copy of the Vintage Drivers Club 

Newsletter re a 1925 Fiat 501Cw My father's first motor car purchased in 1925 

was a Fiat 501 — used of course. He paid about 150 pounds for the car which 

was a 2 seater model with a rear boot— The spare tyre was On the driver's side 

hence if the driver hid to get out the passenger would also have to alight! Cruis-

ing speed was 35 to 40mphT depending on the conditions of the road!  

My father always spoke fondly of the 501 and in 1928 he would travel to Mel-

bourne to see my mother every couple of weeks—I remember my mother say-

ing that sometimes she wondered why he came as he spent a lot of time sleeping after the journey! T ravelling 

time was bit over 5 hours! The route was always via Ballarat evidently after Glenthompson the road was just a 

sandy track to Ballarat! Evidently in those days you would "flag down" a car coming the Other way to ask "the con-

ditions" of the road! Imagine doing that today! 

I remember a story my father once told me Of a trip back to Hamilton from Mel-

bourne on the Hamilton side of Ballarat he went to sleep at the wheel one night 

and went off the road and through a barb-wire fence and punctured both front 

tyres. Evidently in those far-off days a lot of tools and equipment were carried 

and by the time tubes were repaired and tyres were inflated — the Fiät had beaded —edge tyres which required 

approx. 45 lbs per sq. inch pressure which were inflated With a hand pump! Father arrived back in Hamilton in 

time to have a shave and go to work! 

The engine Of the Fiat 501 was a side-valve one of 1460cc capacity, developing 23bhp. The compression ratio of 

the engine was 4.3 to 1, the head detachable, the gearbox 4 speed rand ignition magneto, 

Brakes were rear-wheel only with 2 seats of shoes in each drum—one set activated by foot and the other by hand-
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I see from the Vintage Drivers Club Newsletter that an Itala motor car, evidently a "barn Find" has seen the light 

of day! The 'tala was one of the products of the Ceirano brothers motor makers in the late 1890's and the early 

1900,s There were three Ceirano brothers, ltalians, sons of a watch-maker from Cuneo, Piedmont. The Ceirano 

brothers had a car on the market before 1900. The 3 Ceirano brothers were Giovanni Battista, the eldest, and 

the next was also Giovanni and the youngest Matteo- Evidently it was not uncommon in Italy in those far-off 

days to give two sons the Same name the eldest Giovanni was always known as Giovanni Battista, The son Ernes-

to, was the middle Giovanni's son also in the car business and was also the racing driver of the 'tala, a Ceirano 

product which raced in the French GP of 1908 driven by Ernesto. 

Over a period time the Ceiranos were responsible for the following motor cars. 

Rapid (Star) 1905-1921  

Scat 1906-1914 J 

unior (FJTA) 1905-1910 

SPA 1906-1928  

Ceirano 1920-1930  

Itala 1903-1934 

 

 

 

2019-20 POSITIONS STILL VACANT 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lorraine is looking for a rest from this position so if you have the skills then please nomi-

nate. 

QB RALLY DRECTOR/COMMITTEE  We need some fresh faces and ideas for our next QB Rally 

CLUB CAPTAINS Graeme and Betty Ralph will be taking an extended holiday from June so we will need a coordina-

tor for the mid- week outings. Anyone willing to assist should contact the Committee. Please help if you are able. 

Doug Palmer will not be nominating for club captain . Doug has been organising the Sunday runs. 

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS Still more members required.  

50TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION We will be celebrating our 50th birthday  in December 2020 so need an organising 

committee. 

The barn find ...Itala  

My Ceirano c. 1925 was the last of the Ceirano bros. cars —

over a period of time Fiat absorbed most of the models. Ori-

gionally in 1899 the brothers sold a model car with the name 

Of "We Il eyes" 

to 3 men who formed the Fiat Motor company, The brothers 

thought the name "Welleyes" sounded British and may appeal to 

buyers!!— My Ceirano is a 1925 model (l think) cannot find a 

chassis number anywhere and is the S150 model, an OHV engine 

of 1500cc capacity and develops 40bhp. It is quite lively and pulls 

like a train in tap gear,but could do With a close ratio gearbox, A 

150N model was made which was a side valve model and devel-

oped 30bhp. 
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My Car              Pam Pollock 

Owner: Peter Tew 

Make: Mazda 323 Hatchback 

Year: 1981 

Motor:  4 cylinder/1500cc motor. Has a manual choke,  

but is not needed often 

Transmission: 5 speed manual with floor shift 

Brakes: Discs on the front, drums on the rear 

Colour: Red 

Peter purchased this car in Sept 2018 from a deceased estate with Mr D 
Palmer’s assistance. He has been a member of our club since that time enjoying many of our organised runs and 
social events. Peter attends the monthly general meetings where members can have input as well as find out what 
is happening within the club. 

Being a qualified mechanic and after restoring a 1965 Massey Ferguson tractor (Made in Paris) and a Villiers sta-
tionary engine he decided that’s enough, no more, I want to just enjoy more of the social side of things.  A car also 
being more user friendly and practical than a tractor. And so the quest began. 

So what was the criteria? 

• No Fords or Holdens-too common so not interested. 

• Had to need no work to be done-reluctant to tackle a restoration, didn’t want to commit the time. (Tongue in 
cheek) Don’t know how much left, might not finish it, might not get to drive it. 

• Key start-what else? 

• To be in a certain price range 

• No particular make or model in mind 

• Four cylinder-cheaper to run, but would consider a six. 

• Petrol 

Peter runs the car solely as a club car, believes it is in original condition and has had no problems with it. It has  
ticked all the boxes. A good little car. 

An interesting story Peter told around  whilst we enjoyed lunch at the Caramut Hotel on our Wednesday drive.  

He remembers in about 1966 when he worked in Warrnambool for a Ford dealership owned by A E Wright. “They”, 
possibly the Ford Motor Company wanted to race the Mustang at Bathurst, but they had to have ten of them regis-
tered and driven. His boss had one he “gave” to his mechanics to drive up and down the street to meet the criteria. 
With others participating, they were able to get enough together and so Mustangs raced that year at Bathurst.  

I just love all these stories-please keep them coming. I would love some volunteers if you would like YOUR story 
told. Thank you Peter and all those who have shared already.   

 

I would like to thank again all those people who have already given of their time to talk with me about their vehi-
cles. I personally am learning a lot (I use Mr Google many times after some of these little chats); and learn not only 
about the car, but history and about my town and surrounding areas that I did not know and find interesting and 
fascinating. 

• There are 1 billion cars currently in use on       
earth. 
• About 165,000 cars are produced every day. 

• It would take less than 6 months to get to 
the Moon by car at 60mph (95km/h) 

• Porsche's first car, in 1898, was electric.  
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Car Museums Forbes and Parkes NSW       Lorraine Wilson 

On our recent trip up north  we were looking for somewhere for lunch  in Forbes NSW,  and stumbled across this 

lovely motor museum (McFeeters) The range of cars is simply amazing.  

The vehicles are beautifully presented with quirky models to match vehicles in period dress. The exhibition is re-

freshed with different cars from time to time. When you drop in you can occasionally catch up with the Mc Feeters 

which we did and they gave us  a fantastic rundown and part tour of this magic collection.  

From the Japanese hearse to the fluoro Nana ute there is so  much to see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The second museum was at the Tourist Information Centre in Parkes 
which houses an amazing collection  Elvis memorabilia  

display along with a small collection of cars from the local car club.  

We were lucky to catch some of the members who were there moving 

cars around after a promotional function to promote the annual  Elvis 

Festival to be held in Parkes on 8th - 12th January 2020  
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As REMEMBRANCE  day draws near, I find myself thinking more 
about what it meant not just to go to war, but to ‘survive’ war. 

I would like to share how the motor vehicle was able to help two 
men from two different wars to cope with life on their return home.  

My dad served in  WW11 and was posted to New Guinea. On return-
ing home he was diagnosed with what was then known as War Neu-
rosis. It would now be called Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

I guess he wasn’t too bad to begin with, but as we four kids were growing up he had a few visits to the 
Bundoora Repatriation Hospital. He hated going there and there was no support for him once he came 
home. He had to get on with things and cope the best he could. It made him very unhappy when he was 
not with his family. 

He never talked about the war. He would never have a gun in the house. He hated killing of any kind. 

He was a mechanic, as far as I know, self-taught. He loved kids.  

A quiet man, he smoked roll your owns and chewed his finger nails to the bone. He drank. He took medi-
cation and of course that does not go well with alcohol. This made for some unhappy times, with him not 
coping and mum trying to shelter us kids from the worst of it.  

He worked on other people’s cars after hours. Usually not for money, but to help them out. There wasn’t 
much money around back then. He would have a lead running from the house down to the shed and 
sometimes I would be under the bonnet holding the light for him. A bonnet fell on us once and broke my 
teeth. Did mum let him have it!  

He was funny too, and would dance for us kids and tell silly jokes. No one would dare go near “daddy’s 
little girls” and if he growled it hurt him more than it did us.  But when he was not well, he would with-
draw or get angry. That was when his tinkering would be the most valuable. He could take himself away 
from others for a while, he could keep busy and keep his mind active. He could take his frustration out on 
his tools and yell and swear without hurting anyone.  It did not always work, but it helped. He liked to 
teach what he knew and the boy cousins and friends would always be around.  

We moved around a lot when we were young and I always reckoned dad must have been a gypsy. 

It must have been very hard for mum, trying to keep the peace and protect us kids. She also had to make 
ends meet when he was away in hospital as there was no income when he wasn’t working. She told one 
story of crying because we only had bread and gravy for tea as there was nothing else. We thought it was 
a treat!  

Dad was put on a TPI pension fairly early, I’m not sure when, so he had time on his hands. If it wasn’t for 
his interest in motor mechanics and “fixing things up”, I’m sure his life would have been much harder to 
cope with. 

His war experience changed him and his life, but it affected many others too. My sister thinks of the bad 
times, my brother thinks that he never got to know dad as he died when he (my brother) was only nine, 
my other sister-I don’t know. But I felt close to him. I was the tomboy of the family and helped him when I 
was allowed and  remember the good times first and the love he gave to us. I can’t imagine his inner tur-
moil. Mum must have both loved and hated him sometimes as her life must not have been easy dealing 
with his unpredictability 

He died in 1971 aged 46. He ran a loan car into a truck on the way home from getting parts to repair our 
own Chrysler Royale that he had driven up the paddock and run over a stump. Just one of the amusing if 
not frustrating things he would do. 

Lest we Forget          Pam Pollock 
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War in New Guinea 1939-1945   Spraying agent orange during the Vietnam War 1955-1975 

                  
                 

My brother-in-law served in the Vietnam war and was exposed to agent orange. 

He, too had mental illness issues. He and his wife ran their own businesses over the years and were al-
ways a team. They had a daughter who was estranged from them for many years. This due to the effects 
agent orange has on the emotions and mental state of it’s victims. They have become very close again in 
recent years. 

When you are unable to work, you have problems relating to other people and then begin to have other 
health problems, you have to find something you can do. 

 Like my dad, R took to the shed. He made it his second home. He bought a motorcycle and he and his 
wife enjoyed many outings together. 

He bought specs for a COBRA and proceeded to build his own. Six years down the track it was finished. A 
most proud possession. Very few were allowed a seat in it and I am proud to say I was one. His wife was 
with him every step of the way. She would take him his cups of tea and be there to hand him his tools. 
Always. 

When his mental health declined she was there and never gave up. Off to the specialists they would go 
and peace would once again be restored. 

More vehicles were added to the work area and together they were brought back to former glory. 

Physical health on the decline with cancers taking over due to the exposure to agent orange and still the 
cars come to the rescue. The computer is running hot with orders for this and that and the mind is think-
ing of what project to start on next.  

Travelling was a problem and they have spent much time and energy trying to get a better deal for veter-
ans wives. They get no help from the government when living away from home when a veteran is in hos-
pital.  

Isolation. Estrangement. Financial difficulties.  Strength. Determination. Loneliness. Togetherness. A 
different kind of battle. 

He enjoyed his cars and now he is gone his wife has learnt to drive the Cobra and happily joins in club 
runs and says she has been behind the wheel for more hours now than her husband.  

The cancer took him at age 67. 

Armistice Day is on 11 November and is also known as Remembrance Day. It marks the day World War 

One ended, at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month, in 1918. A two-minute silence is held at 11am 

to remember the people who have died in wars.  
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There were 33 entries for this year’s Victorian Tweeny Rally to Beechworth. 

Rob & I travelled over the day before, with our 1925 Dodge Tourer on the covered trailer, so that we had plenty of 

time to set up our roof top tent and our self- contained tent attached to the other side of our ute. My family said 

we look like the Taj Mahal when were all set up. We were cosy as it was -3 deg. one morning and -1deg. every oth-

er morning with white frosts thrown in. However, the days were blue sky and perfect. We camped with most of 

the other entrants at the Lake Sambell Caravan Park, which was advertised to be in walking distance of the main 

street, alright if you can walk on water, otherwise a bit of a trek. It was a great park to stay in though. (photos) 

Friday night was a welcome BBQ and registration at the RSL Memorial Hall opposite the historic precinct in the 

main street. 

Saturday morning we met on the banks of Lake Sambell and headed out to Myrtleford via Stanley & Ovens, where 

we passed through many orchards of chestnut & walnut trees. Morning tea was at the RSL at Myrtleford where 

we were informed that the snow season had been extended until the end of the school holidays in October. We 

then retraced our steps back to the little settlement of Ovens and went on past Rosewhite and on to the Kiewa 

Valley Highway travelling towards Tawonga. All of a sudden the snow- capped peaks of Mt Bogong (near Mt Beau-

ty) and Mt Feathertop came into view. (photo) 

Lunch stop was Tawonga Hall where our party was divided into two groups, the other group travelled a few more 

kilometres on towards Tawonga South where they visited the Stoewer Car Museum. Stoewer was Germany’s third 

car manufacturer after Daimler & Benz, it was formed by brothers Emil & Bernhard Stoewer in the town of Stettin 

in 1896. Their father was a manufacturer of sewing machines who built a steelworks that his sons turned into a 

car factory. By 1902 they were offering 22 electric cars and 12 petrol models.  

In 1967, John Stanley, on a visit to a farm near Minyip, discovered a dilapidated 1923 D3A Stoewer sports model 

car, a German make the farmer had owned since new. The farmer agreed to sell the car and mentioned another 

Stoewer, a 1922 D5 coupe, had been sold from a nearby farm two weeks previously. Soon after this John wrote a 

letter to the new owner of the second car, it wasn’t until 1983, 16 years later, that he got a reply to say that it was 

at the Gold Coast in pieces and did he still want it. Yes he did and now Johns collection has grown to five, he also 

has a 1911 B1, a 1913 C1 and a high-performance 1924 D5/78. The 1913 C1 is one of only five left in the world. 

John’s collection is well worth a visit. (photos) 

We went on to Mt Beauty to fuel up for the return journey via the Kiewa Valley Highway. This area is well known 

for its cattle and we certainly saw lots of them along with the accompanying animals smells that go with them. We 

followed the signs to the lovely old gold mining village of Yackandandah with its second-hand & antique shops and 

cafes and multitudes of tourists. 

We almost made it back to Beechworth but on the final steep hill we (along with two others) emptied our vacuum 

tank. The road was very busy as it led back to Wodonga .We only had to stop for a few moments and we were off 

again. The next time we travelled up that hill we had it to ourselves so we could get some speed up and we made 

it to the top no worries. 

Saturday night was free so one of our friends organized the maxi taxi for a few visits between the caravan park 

and the Hibernian hotel for an evening meal, we did the same thing the following night for our Club dinner at the 

George Kerford Hotel, which is situated in the grounds of the old Mayday Hills Asylum overlooking Beechworth. 

Sunday morning early we toured the Gorge Road (or some of them did, we read page 2 first and missed this until 

after the rally had finished) there is an old powder magazine on this road. The rally then called into the Woolshed 

falls (there was a shootout with Ned Kelly’s gang in this area) and then went on up to Chiltern to visit the historic 

DODGE BROTHERS CLUB AUSTRALASIA INC. TWEENY RALLY AT BEECHWORTH 

 23rd August-26th August 2019. 
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Federal Standard Printing Works. It is still in good working order and we were lucky enough to see it all in action 

thanks to a long term retired employee. (photo) 

On leaving Chilton we travelled about 9kms to Barnawartha and then back to Beechworth along the Indigo Valley. 

The rest of the day was spent in Beechworth at the Beechworth Honey Shop, where we learnt all about the honey 

industry, then onto the historic Beechworth Courthouse, built in 1858, where some of our group donned wigs and 

gowns and re-enacted Ned Kelly’s trial. After this we crossed the road and visited the Burke Museum. This Muse-

um is well worth a visit, it’s one of Australia’s oldest museums with more than 30,000 individual items, many da-

ting back more than 150 years and some are linked to Dame Nellie Melba and Robert O’Hara Burke. One of the 

highlights was the ‘Street of Shops” a unique creation of the gold era. (photos) 

Our Rally finished Monday morning with a farewell breakfast back at the RSL. 

Rob & I stayed on another day and of course a visit to the Beechworth Bakery and the Beechworth Sweet Co. are 

musts. We also visited the newly restored Billson’s Brewery, the carriage museum, Ned Kelly’s Vault and the for-

mer Mayday Hills Asylum.  

Mayday Hills is a decommissioned ‘Lunatic Asylum’ and was one of the largest psychiatric hospitals in Victoria, 

home to over 1200 patients and 500 staff. It consisted of 67 buildings. A few years ago before it closed, fire de-

stroyed one of the wing’s, fortunately one key opened all doors allowing for the safe evacuation of all patients. The 

hospital closed in 1998 after 128 years of operation. The local council is located in the precinct and most of the rest 

of it is privately owned and has been turned into private homes, or leased to businesses. The staff quarters are 

nearly as large as the actual patient quarters. The beautiful garden and trees were purposely designed to help with 

the recovery of the mental health of the patients. (photos) 

So much to see and do in this area, we only scratched the surface. 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


