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In this issue 

 Calendar of events 

 Presidents report 

 Club Captain’s Report 

 August meeting minutes 

 August run to Tower Hill 

 Mid week run—Penshurst 

 This and That 

 Exhaust Notes 

 Doug and Jason’s trip 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

NEWSLETTER September 2016 

 

RENEWAL OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  

DUE & PAYABLE BY FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30TH  

THERE ARE TWO PARTS TO THE CLUB PERMIT 
SCHEME 

ONE:  YOU MUST BE A FINANCIAL MEMBER  

TWO:  YOU MUST HAVE RENEWED VICROADS CPS  

MEMBERSHIP NOT PAID = UNFINANCIAL = CLUB 
PERMIT CANCELLED  

OCTOBER 7th - H&D VVC DC  NOTIFIES VICROADS  
OF UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS 

FILL OUT THE RENEWAL FORM & SEND $50.00 
NOW 

THANK YOU TO THE APPROX 90 MEMBERS WHO 
HAVE RENEWED ALREADY 

1975 Holden HJ Utility 

owned by new members 

David and Yvonne Jones 

from Casterton 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
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Committee 2016-17

 
 
 

  
Position 

  
Name 

  
Contact 

PRESIDENT: 
  

Richard Neaves 55 711340                0488 231 835 
richardneaves@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
  

Doug Palmer/Jan   55721070  

SECRETARY:  
 
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

Peter Wilson 
 
John Barke 

  0428 724 572 
handdvvcdc@gmail.com  
 
jbarke4@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Les Toohey/Lesley  55735254  

TREASURER:                      Kaye Jenkins / Reg    55 723058 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Les Toohey 55736 254 
  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

 Jenny/Terry Hutchins 
  

 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward 
Caroline Woodward 

 Michael   0428 319 530   
Caroline    0407 806 681 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:       
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427 724 572 
peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

Les Toohey  
Peter Wilson 
Rod Potter  
Chris Watt  
Gus Kuilboer 
  

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICERS John Barke Lorraine Wilson Please contact if you know of an illness, 
death or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

 CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves, John Corcoran  
Rod Potter and John Barke 

John’s mobile- 0409 850 676 

Welcome to new members 

Simon & Kelly Neaves,    Hamilton   1966 Morris Van.  

David and Ann Hayes    Hamilton   1979 Holden Sedan 

Craig and Lisa Henson    Hamilton   1968 Corvette and 1957 Packard 

Martin and Jane Grimwade   Glenthompson  1966 Mercedes, 1986 Mercedes 

Coupe 

Nicolaas and Jennifer Van Dooren  Hamilton   1966 Ford Fairmont 

Denis and Wendy Waldron   Gritjurk  1961 Holden 

David and Yvonne Jones    Casterton   1975 Holden Utility, 1959 Morris Minor, 1981 Toyota 

Cressida 

mailto:peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com
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Federation Events and Information Please visit their website  www.federation.asn.au   This website has quite a list of coming 

events around Victoria..  

 

 

Date 

CLUB CALENDAR 2016 SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR FULL DETAILS.   

Other events may be listed in the minutes    

September 16 Club meeting “A Walk Amongst the Poppies” Doug Palmer see Editorial 

September 18 Bunyip Hotel Brewery & Distillery (Cavendish) 
Meet at our Clubrooms at 1.00pm for a 1.30pm departure. Bitumen road all the way. Afternoon tea (tea 
and instant coffee and slices) will be supplied.  
The cost of the run will be $6.00/head. If you wish cappuccino/latte etc. these can be purchased at bar 
prices. Nathan’s beers can be purchased at the bar.  
We will require approximate numbers for catering for this run. Please contact Caroline on 0407806681. 

September 28 Mid Week run—meet at clubrooms at 1:30pm 

October 7 Newsletter deadline 

October 13 Newsletter printing 3-5pm Clubrooms 

October 21 Meeting -  program to be organized by Rod Potter. 

October 16 Pastoral Museum Open Day and club run see next newsletter for details 

October 26 Mid Week run 

October 30 The Lions Club of Balmoral District has been running the Balmoral Show & Shine event for the past five 

years and attracts up to 90 vintage and classic cars, hot rods, motorbikes and small engines.  

This year for the first time, there will be two new categories, 4x4 modified for camping and touring, as 

well as 4x4 for more extreme pursuits. There are 20 Red Gum trophies to be won across all classes. 

Numerous stalls are setup undercover in the Big Shed, with food and drinks available on the day.  

 INVITATION EVENTS 2016 Also see some brochures and reports later in the news-

letter for details or other events.  Most events are recorded in the minutes. 

August 27 Federation Veteran & Vintage Run, Bendigo to Castlemaine 

August 28 Marong Picnic. Start of Bendigo to Mildura Tour. 

November 12 & 13  2016 Bendigo National Swap. Club site available for members use .  

November 20 Car and Bike Show  Hamilton Showgrounds  10-2pm 

 

A teenage boy tells his father, "Dad, there's trouble with the car, it has water in the carburetor." The father looks con-
fused and says, "Water in the carburetor, that's ridiculous!" But the son insists. "I tell you, the car has water in the 
carburetor." 

His father, starting to get a little nervous, says "You don't even know what a carburetor is.... but I will check it out. 
Where is the car?" 

"In the pool," replies the son. 

An old lady in a VW Bug drives down the freeway. All of a sudden the motor breaks down and she has to stop on 
the side. She gets out of the car, walks to the front and opens the hood. Another lady in a VW Bug comes by, stops 
and walks out to the lady. She asks: "What’s the problem?" 
"Oh, I must have lost my motor!" 

Some humor            

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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President’s Corner                                                                                                   Richard Neaves  

Club Captains                                                                            Michael and Caroline Woodward 

September Car Club Run, Sunday September 18: 

Following up on a recent article in the Hamilton Spectator, we will be taking you to a local brewery. We will do our 
usual trick of taking you along many back roads, through lovely red gum countryside before we arrive at Caven-
dish. Nathan Bastock, and his wife Sasskia, began brewing beer at the Bunyip Hotel Brewery & Distillery in Febru-
ary this year. At present they have three of their own beers on tap: Cavendish Draught, the Finder’s Gold Lager 
and the Kelpie’s Brown Ale. They also do limited edition and guest brews on their fourth tap, some of which have 
been: The Wannon Wheatie; Sasskia’s Pumpkin Ale and a Dark Honey Braggot. Nathan and Sasskia do not use any 
additives or preservatives in their brewing and they only use Australian grains and hops. 

Nathan and Sasskia have just begun distilling their flagship spirit, Gin, which will be ready very soon. They are also 
hoping to expand into a wider range of distilled products, including liqueurs. 

People to meet at our Clubrooms at 1.00pm for a 1.30pm departure. Bitumen road all the way. Afternoon tea (tea 
and instant coffee and slices) will be supplied.  

The cost of the run will be $6.00/head. If you wish cappuccino/latte etc. these can be purchased at bar prices. Na-
than’s beers can be purchased at the bar.  

We will require approximate numbers for catering for this run. Please contact Caroline on 0407806681. 

 

September Mid-Week Run Wednesday 28th :  

Details to be finalised. 

TWO SUNDAY RUNS IN OCTOBER 

October Car Club Run, Sunday October 16: 

Short run followed by Hamilton Pastoral Museum Open Day. Further details 
in October’s newsletter. 

October Car Club Run, Sunday October 30: 

Balmoral Show & Shine- further details in October’s newsletter. 

 

Another newsletter how time flies. 

It was great to see a very large gathering at our first general meeting especially some of the newer members. 

I apologise for the technical problems encountered perhaps we’ll be able to watch the video another time. 

I hope those who travelled to Tower Hill enjoyed the afternoon especially the talk and walk on the history of Tow-

er Hill. Some members (Peter Wilson and Les Toohey) remembered planting trees there in their school days. A 

most delicious afternoon tea was provided and most appreciated. 

Due to work commitments I am unable to attend the mid week runs but on all accounts the trip to Penshurst was 

well attended. Thank you to Doug for organizing it at short notice. We are still looking for ideas for the mid week 

runs and for members to take a role in organizing them. The club captains do a lot of work for the other runs. 

The club has purchased a new BBQ for social activities and Reg Jenkins has given it the tick of approval. We look 

forward to using it. 

 

See you all at the next meeting and will enjoy Doug’s talk on his trip overseas. 
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MEETING OPENED 8 PM 

MEMBERS WELCOMED President Richard 

welcomed members and guests. It was noted 

several new members in attendance with spe-

cial welcome. Statement read re Secretary 

roles and Peter Wilson to be assistant to John 

Barke. 

ATTENDANCE as per Book 

APOLOGIES Jeff & Carolyn Schurmann, Norm 

Gravestocks, Betty Ralph, Irene Mc Donald, 

Andrew Anson, Carol Baudinette, Kay & Trevor 

Schultz, Greg & Julie Lindsay, Lorna & Les 

Thomas, Heather Moore, Sue Mason. 

MOVED SECONDED CARRIED John Corco-

ran John Barke 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS GENERAL 

MEETING July 15th 2016 as circulated: 

MOVED SECONDED CARRIED Lorraine Wil-

son Gus Kuilboer 

BUSINESS ARISING Nil 

TREASURER’S REPORT As presented by 

Treasurer  

MOVED SECONDED CARRIED Graeme Ralph 

Doug Palmer 

CORRESPONDENCE IN  

Events Check the Notice Boards at the Hamil-

ton Vintage Garage clubrooms for future Events 

Federation Calendar 2016 Copy on Club notice 

board. Federation Marong Picnic August 28th 

Bendigo Swap Meet November 12th & 13th 

2016 Shepparton Swap Meet Sunday Septem-

ber 11th. See poster for details. Bay to Bird-

wood Rally. Pre 1960 September 25th. Hors-

ham Step back in Time Rally September 30th. 

Southern Ports 4 Club tour. October 29th. King-

ston S.A. Shannons Sydney auction catalogue. 

Sth. West Street Rodders Swap meet, Sun. 

28th Aug. Tiger Moth World advertising flyer. 

Newsletters As per list on newsletter box. Mem-

bers encouraged to check newsletters for infor-

mation and entry forms if interested. 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT 

Bereavement Card to Mic Ryan (death of broth-

er) Get Well card to Keith Loh 

Moved :Les Toohey Seconded : Jim Ford Car-

ried 

BUILDING REPORT John Corcoran thanked 

Graeme and Dennis for completing the fit out of 

store room. Suggestion made by Rob Brody 

that surplus gear be sold at a swap meet. 

CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 

 Car Club Run, Sunday August 21 Run to 

Tower Hill 12.45meet and 1.00pm depart. 

$10 per head for Devonshire tea and tour, 

numbers required.  

 * Mid-Week Run August 31 Will be a mys-

tery run, come and see where we end up! 

FEDERATION REPORT  

The AGM will be at Smithfield. Marong Picnic is 

in August. Discussion about Safety Officer re 

Club Permit Scheme. Graeme Ralph attended 

the meeting in Swan Hill Report in newsletter. 

Stressed it is members responsibility to keep 

registration and RWC on their cars. Bendigo 

Swap Meet is in November 12th & 13th. – no 

correspondence yet 

 

NEWSLETTER REPORT 

Lorraine Wilson requested that if possible, have 

newsletter e-mailed. It was suggested that 

newsletters could be picked up from Hamilton 

Laundry and Dry Cleaning Gray St. 

(Woodwards) or from Club rooms on the Thurs-

day of printing between 3.00 and 5.00pm. 

 

TOURING (RALLY) COMMITTEE  

Next June Rally will be the 40th. Ideas and 

members assistance needed to make it a great 

success. 

ALL REPORTS MOVED SECONDED CAR-

RIED Noel Schneider Neville Mason 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 Graeme Ralph tabled a box of old news-

letters for members to peruse.  

 Jenny Hutchins appointed supper organis-

er with round of applause from members.  

 BBQ purchase approved by committee. 

Ideas and quotes for dividing wall in pro-

MINUTES General Meeting of the Hamilton &District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc. Friday 19 August 
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gress, Gus to investigate.  

 Drainage problems, grating to be pur-

chased and installed to take storm water 

away from front of club rooms.  

 Rob Brody also suggested that if planning 

to extend clubrooms let Past. Museum 

know as area is being built up and space 

may not be available soon. 

Meeting Closed: 

8.30pm 

Next Meeting 

Sept. 16th 2016 

Program. A video was to be shown. But due to 

technical problems fellowship was enjoyed in-

stead! 

 

MINUTES Special General Meeting of the 

Hamilton &District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc. 

Held at H&DVVC Drivers Club Hamilton Vin-

tage Garage Clubrooms 

Date: Friday July 15th 2016 

 

Meeting Opened: 8.04 PM Welcome: President 

Doug welcomed members to the Special Gen-

eral meeting 

Attendance: as per Book Terry & Jenny 

Hutchins, Peter Milburn, Veronica Massey, Ei-

leen & Geoff Graham, Colin & Lorraine Scott, 

Christopher White, Robert Brody, Darcy Miller, 

Neville Cooper, Graeme McFadyen, David 

Hayes, Lorraine & Mark Rye, James White-

head, John Barke, Laurie Stevens, Erry Gun-

ningham, Ron Polack, Geoff Rowbottom, Jil-

lian McDonald, Caroline & Michael Woodward, 

Ern Polack, Denis Polack, Noel Schneider, 

Carol Baudinette, Brian Simkin, Doug Palmer, 

Gus Kuilboer, Andrew Anson, Graeme & Betty 

Ralph, Pam Pollock, Jim Ford, Lorraine & Peter 

Wilson 

Apologies: Helen Moore, Jeff & Carolyn Schur-

mann, Greg & Julie Lindsay, Lesley Schneider, 

Lloyd Hocking, Rita White, Glenyce Kuilboer, 

Roger Moodie, Keith Loh, Les & Lesley Tohey, 

Reg Jenkins, Rod Potter, Bert Hill Graeme 

Winsall, Alan Eilson, John & Jenny Corcoran, 

Robert Fraser, Trevor & Kay Schultz, Reg Jen-

kins 

Moved: Chris White Seconded: Bob Martin Car-

ried: 

 

MOTION 1. New Member Applicants have to 

attend three H&D VVC DC functions (runs or 

meetings) in three months for Application to be 

considered by the Committee of Management 

MOVED Terry Hutchins SECONDED John 

Barke LOST (24 For, Against 14) 

 

MOTION 2. Annual Membership Renewal and 

Club Permit Scheme renewal require personal 

attendance at a H&D VVC DC function to be 

processed or the renewal may be signed at the 

discretion of the Club Committee 

MOVED Peter Wilson SECONDED Geoff Gra-

ham LOST (23 For, Against 15) 

 

(Both motions were LOST because the Model 

Rules for an Incorporated Association require 

75% of members present to vote for the change 

in Club Rules) Meeting Closed 8.40 PM 
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August run to Tower Hill  

 

On a very wet Sunday morning 14 car loads of members left the 

Clubrooms for the Monthly Run which was to take us to Tower 

Hill, near Warrnambool. It was not heavy rain but it required us 

to have our windscreen wipers set on intermittent for the whole 

trip. 

As usual our intrepid Club Captains had set the course, via Alice 

Springs, down the Mt. Napier Road and on to the Macarthur 

Wind Farm area, through the back of Macarthur itself, into the 

Kangeitong Road and through the settlement areas of Willatook 

and Warrong, coming out near the Kirkstall Pub, down to the big 

bend near Koroit and finally down a couple of back-roads to the 

main highway leading to the Tower Hill Tourist Reserve. 

It was a very enjoyable trip through some of the beautiful grazing 

areas of that part of the Victorian countryside. 

 

We entered the Reserve and gently progressed down the steep 

entry road, past the spectacular walls of layered rockface that 

typifies a lot of the volcanic sites of the Western District, saw a 

few Emus and passed over the valley causeway that divides the 

two lake within the National Park, eventually pulling up at the 

Visitor Centre.—As we were leaving our cars the heavens opened 

up but it didn't matter as we were soon inside the Centre listen-

ing to a very interesting talk about the history of the volcanic site, 

its different rock types, and its near destruction by landholders 

that wanted to clear away all of the trees so that they could graze 

the area. Even the exit point where water drained, through a 

swamp, into the sea was blocked off and so the lakes inside the 

crater now rely solely upon the amount of rain that falls to re-

plenish their area. 

Following this, and with a little easing of the rain, we went out-

side where we saw a couple of koalas huddled up in forks of the 

gum trees trying to stay as dry as they could and had it explained 

to us that the particular type of Wattle trees in the park only seem to flower about every three years and this year they were 

in full bloom. Our guide also showed us the Mint scented shrubs and a particular bush with green berries which were very 

nutritious when they turned bright red but the Aboriginal women used them while they were green to prevent pregnancy. 

The rain persisted so we went back inside the Centre and enjoyed a very nice afternoon tea of cones, jam and heaps of cream 

with various slices (I think some were made by Caroline) washed down with coffee, lattes and tea before again boarding our 

vehicles and making our own way back home. It was a very enjoyable days outing even though the weather tried to spoil it. 

Those on the run were:- 

Michael & Caroline Woodward with Jim Ford as passenger - 1951 Austin Sheerline 

Rod Potter with Peter Wilson as passenger - 1955 Mercedes Benz 

Mark Kirby & Jane Gravestocks with Norm Gravestocks & Bazz as passengers - 1958 Chrysler 

Chris & Sharon Watt - 1971 Ford Falcon XY  Terry & Jenny Hutchins - 1964 EH Holden 

Don & Irene MacDonald - 1972 Holden Prem.  Mark & Lorraine Rye - 1967 Jaguar 340 

Andrew & Marie Shaw - 1982 Porsche 944  Les & Lesley Toohey - 1961 Jaguar Mk.2 

Richard & Pam Neaves - 2005 Mini Cooper S  Doug Palmer - 1978 Ford Falcon 

Reg & Kaye Jenkins - 1967 Humber   Noel & Lesley Schneider - Modern 

Graeme & Annette Petering - Modern 

 

Worn Gundidj Visitor Centre 



 

Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter September 2016    

Even the threat of rain did not deter members of the Club from assembling at the Clubrooms for the run to Penshurst. It was 

good to see new members, David & Yvonne Jones on their first outing and they seemed to enjoy the afternoon. It was also 

good to have Graeme McDonald back on deck following an ‘engine’ rebuild. 

16 cars departed Hillers Lane and travelled out via Chatsworth Road, turning into the Dunkeld- Penshurst Road. It was good to 

once again see the various swamps and lakes full of Water after years of being nothing by dried up areas of ground. 

On arrival at Penshurst we were joined by member, Alan Wilson, and made our first visit of the afternoon to the Penshurst His-

torical Museum (the original old Penshurst Court House) where the President of the Group, John Paige, together with David & 

Lyn Munro gave a talk on the history of the old building and then allowed us to look over the collection of old photos and 

'Penshurst Free 

Press’ newspapers of the 1950's. These printed pages go way back to the early days of the township. 

From there we visited the very interesting Volcanic Centre which describes the formation of the many volcanoes of the West-

ern District that had burst into life through faults in the earth's crust and shot molten lava into the air from a layer deep under 

ground that is approximately 250 kilometers thick. This display is very well presented in the old Shire Offices and the number of 

volcanic sights from Mt. Gambier, stretching through to Geelong, and even up as high (from the coast) to Ballarat was stagger-

ing. 

Following this we invaded the Bagdad Cafe, which had been especially opened for our group, and had a very enjoyable, friend-

ly, get-together (and some coffee and cake) before departing for home. 

It was great to be able to say that it did not rain until we were back in the cars. 

Those on the run were:- 

Doug Palmer - 1958 Ford Zephyr    David & Yvonne Jones - 1975 Holden HJ Ute. 

Geoff & Eileen Graham - 1973 Mercedes Benz  Carol Baudinette - 1956 Austin Countryman 

Arthur & Glenys Hole - 1966 Mustang   Graeme & Liz McDonald - 1949 Hudson 

John & Jenny Corcoran - 1955 MG Magnette  John Barke - 1953 Sunbeam Talbot Mk.II 

Greg & Julie Lindsay - 1989 Mazda MX5   Terry & Jenny Hutchins - 1964 EH Holden 

Roger Moodie - Modern     Helen Moore - 1976 Toyota Crown 

Robert Fraser - 1939 Ford V8 Deluxe   Michael Woodward - 1929 Ford Model A 

Jim Ford & Jeff Schunnann - 1972 MG B   Wal Brinkmann & Peter Wilson - 1968 Austin 

August Mid week run to Penshurst         

Volcano fact:  Mount Rouse, is our very own dormant volcano.  

Members enjoying afternoon tea at Bagdad Café. Car owned by the proprietor of the café.  
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DOUG & JASON'S ENGLAND and EUROPE TRIP     July ~August, 2016 

It all started way back in March of this year when I received a 
call from Jason asking if I would be interested in going to 
France with him in the middle of the year and even though I 
was a little perturbed about the thought of having to sit in 
one spot for all that time on an aeroplane my family urged me 
to go and enjoy what would be ’the trip of a lifetime‘ so I said 
yes to my son's inquiry. 
I will start this little tale by saying that I have been asked to 
give a talk at the next Club meeting about our experiences 
and as they were many I have decided to submit the first part 
of our trip in writing so as not to bore you all. 
I was right about the aeroplane flight, it was long and uncom-
fortable, but the thought of what we were about to do helped 
a lot in making it bearable. 
We had decided to spend the start of our holiday in England 
so we landed at Heathrow and spent two hours getting 
through security. Out of 30 entry gates available the authori-
ties only had 7 operating and I can tell you that over 900 pas-
sengers were getting very irate about having to stand about 
for so Long. It was stupid as they must have known how many 
planes were landing on the day. 
After clearing security we jumped on the Underground and 
proceeded to Earls Court Station which was the closest to our 
hotel in Kensington. On alighting from the train we started to 
swelter immediately as we had lobbed in London amidst the 
hottest summer on record. We arrived at the hotel and were 
given the keys to our room which we found was very small 
and facing the setting sun. There were two single beds 
jammed side by side and a tiny shower/toilet facility with no 
air-conditioning or cooling device so it was like a sauna. 
As it was just short of midday we got out of there fast and 
went walking during which we found Old Brompton Cemetery 
(one of the oldest in London) and spent some time wandering 
around old grave sites that went back as far as the 15 hun-
dreds and up to the First World War. The memorial walls had 
names and dates of people who had fought in all the early 
conflicts the English had taken part in. It was a fascinating 
place and was in the process of being renovated by removal 
of weeds from around the stones. 
Then we walked to the ’Science Museum‘ where we saw the 
very old steam pumping engines, etc. early steam engines 
which included the 1814 Pufiing Billy (oldest survivor), 1829 
Stephenson's Rocket Locomotive, old cars such as a 1895 Pan-
hard & Levassor, a DeDion Tricycle, the original Rover Jet Car 
and a very rare 1965 Hino Contessa Sedan ( a vehicle that I 
had never heard of), several Gennan Rockets and a copy of 
the Moon Lander. 
Upstairs were aeroplane engines from the start of the time to 
the jet engine and all types of flying machines up to the devel-
opment of the jet (Gloster aircraft with the Frank Whittle en-
gine). Needless to say Jason and I stayed in here for quite a 
while. 
We then went walking towards the main part of the city and 
saw Wellington's Arch, Buckingham Palace, Marble Arch and 
the Australian Memorial which has the names of all towns 
and cities that contributed personnel to the First World War 
(it was huge with a continuous flow of water washing across 
the face of the granite blocks). We then visited the new Me-
morial to the men of WWII Bomber 

Command before walking through St. James's Park alongside 
the Guards Residences (Wellington Barracks), down to Horse 
Guards Road to see the buildings of H.M.Treasury, War Cabi-
net House (with its metal entrance to Churchill's underground 
bunker), No.10 Downing Street (with its armed guards), house 
of the Household Cavalry, St. James's Palace and then on to 
the banks of the Thames to see the ‘London Eye’ and the 
beautiful buildings along it, including ‘Big Ben’. 
During this afternoon ‘stroll’ we passed a lot of famous build-
ings (like Harrods) and saw some magnificent homes and 
street scenes. By the time we did all of this I was knackered so 
we took the tube back to Earls Court, had a late evening meal 
and returned to the hotel room to swelter through the night 
just lying on top of towels placed on top of the beds. Next 
morning we went out and purchased an electric fan which we 
had going every time we entered the room. 
The second day we used the excellent tube system (a train to 
your destination every 3 minutes) to go out to Hendon Air-
craft Museum about one hours journey from where we were 
staying. We remained here for the whole day looking at air-
craft from the beginning of flying at the aerodrome (pre WWI) 
to aircraft of between the wars, WWII, post the second world 
war up to the jet era and then on to the present day aircraft 
built by the English manufacturers. The place was huge and it 
needed the whole day to get around it. We then returned to 
‘the furnace’ and our very helpful electric fan. 
On the third day we visited the Natural Science Museum and 
wandered amongst the Dinosaurs for several hours before 
walking to the spectacular British Museum with all the sculp-
tures removed from the Greek and Egyptian historic sites, in 
the very early days, magnificent statues of Aphrodite and 
Apollo, the ‘Rosetta Stone‘, superb Greek vases of all types 
and then into the huge Reading room with two floors of an-
tique books and glass enclosed tables with artefacts from the 
period the book is associated with resting on the open pages 
in relation to the object. Then into the spectacular Rothchild 
Family collection with case upon case of superb gold and blue 
enamelled plates and vases, candlestick holders, the mag-
nificent ‘Holy Thom Reliquary' of 1340-1416 with its many 
small carved ivory figures surrounding a gold and blue enam-
elled arch of Christ wearing his crown of thorns (it was breath-
taking) as were the gold engraved firearms and swords, etc. 
that filled several cases. We capped this day of a wonderful 
English Pub meal before going back to ‘the furnace’. 
 

On the fourth day we took the tube into the city centre and 
had a good look at the Houses of Parliament before making 
our way to Waterloo Station for a train trip to Portsmouth to 
see the attractions at the British Navy Museum. As we alight-
ed from the train the first thing we saw was the first steel-
lined battle ship (still with its 3 masts) built at the Naval Base 
floating beside the main wharf (HMS Warrior of 1860). We 
found a place to store our bags whilst we explored the Naval 
Museum site and entered the walled area to be greeted by 
the sight of Nelson's Flagship ‘Victory’ sitting in a dry dock but 
the main reason for our visit was the ‘Mary Rose’ Exhibit. This 
is the Flagship of King Henry VIII that sunk just outside Ports-
mouth on its first voyage after being modified to take more 
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Doug and Jason’s trip cont. 

cannons on the lower decks and apparently went down in a 
sea fight after firing a broadside with the new guns when it 
heeled over in a turn to use the other side lower guns but the 
gun crew had failed to close the gun hatches and so during 
the tum water flooded the ship and over she went. 
The remains of the ship was found when fishermen had their 
nets fouled by something under the water and a diver went 
down to have a look. Half of the hull was intact after all those 
years but the other half (immersed in the mud/ sand at the 
bottom of the sea) has nearly gone. After being raised it was 
de-salted and placed in a special heat controlled, glassed in 
room, at the exhibit site. Most of the things like the cannons, 
personal items of the crew (such as the complete set of Sur-
geons implements), all of the Captain's cabin artefacts and 
many other things like the cutlery and crockery of the period 
were recovered and appear at the exhibit site. A fabulous 
thing being able to see a fighting ship of that era today. 
Also on site was one of the first battle ships of the convoy 
that participated at the Dardenelles Campaign (near Gallipo-
li). The massive halls that had many other historical artefacts 
inside them, all related to the British Naval era, were well 
worth walking through especially when walking over the 
wooden floors of the buildings only to find that as you were 
about to exit the last of these halls there is a sign that tells 
you that you have been walking on boards of ships from the 
Spanish Main Fleet. 
After leaving the site we had a very nice evening meal at the 

cafe that looked after our bags and had a long walk to the the 
port where our Ferry to France would leave from. The bloody 
thing was massive and took around 30 semi-trailers, cars, 
trucks and caravans, motor cycles and push bikes. Jason had 
told me that we would be sitting on deck chairs for the trip so 
I took some warm clothes for the journey only to find that the 
deck chairs were beautifully padded, reclining outfits inside 
an enclosed, heated area at the front of the ship to relax, or 
sleep in, for the overnight 8 hour trip across the 'duckpond’ 
 to France. Some of the stories I have heard about the English 
Channel being as rough as blazes had me a little worried but 
the sea for the whole trip had hardly a ripple on it. 
On arrival a the docking site we were placed on a bus to take 
us into the city of Caen (pronounced 'Coh — if you spit out 
the last letter through your teeth) where we had a French 
Breakfast of roll and cheese and a cup of sour French coffee 
(as it was throughout the rest of our stay). When the Car 
Rental business opened its doors we picked up the keys for 
our hire car and had to walk more than a hundred meters to 
get the car out of a vacant block at the back of some storage 
sheds. 
From here we visited all the D-Day 
Sites over the next two days before 
returning the car and travelling to 
Paris by train. You will hear more of 
our trip at the next general meeting. 
Doug Palmer 
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This and That          Lloyd Hocking 

In this cold weather the Vauxhall does not spring into life with the same enthusiasm as it does when the tempera-

ture is warmer. The engine will fire up almost after a couple bursts on the starter, but stops after a few seconds. 

Now if the choke is fully on and of course fuel switched on, I give the starter a few bursts without turning on the 

magneto/§Ti1'7to get some fuel into the combustion chamber,  then sneak a charge or two of “Start Ya Bastard" 

through the side of the closed choke flap, then turn the magneto on and 

the engine starts straight away and what’s more runs continuously I I read 

this starting instruction on Vauxhall 30/98’s from an old writing of some 

sort (possibly pre- 1914) with a promise that the car should start then on 

the handle---that is by cranking! 

Owners must have been more muscular in those days than lam today--— 

It is almost impossible to crank a cold 30/98 engine—for me any how! 

Original Vauxhall 30/98's did not have chokes or starter motors! The in-

struction for choking the engine in those early days, from Vauxhall was to 

choke with a ”Gentleman’s silk handkerchief!" A wonder how you got on if you were not a gentleman nor had a silk 

handkerchief! 

I am at present watching a TV program on detective Poirot—If you are an old car enthusiast Watching Poirot pro-

grams you will often be given the sights of old motors-—- At the moment I have had a good look at a c. 1935 Riley 

open sports model , a single seated, and also door less and in a light blue color.——Moving off it passes in the drive 

of the mansion a very nice c.1935 Riley 4 door sedan, and finally the police arrived in one old those large, black 4 

door Wolseley sedans---A vintage London taxi has now been sighted--- great viewing! All the Poirot episodes have 

thr right period vehicles and all the actors are wearing the correct period clobber! I often look at the men’s shirts 

and think we have come a long way since they were designed! 

There has been a lot written about 3litre Bentley motor cars over a long period of time. Sometimes you get the im-

pression that all Bentleys from this period were 85mph motors which was very fast in the 192O's.Bentleys made 

touring cars in the 1920's as well as 3litre racing motors. The Bentley standard 10ft 10inch wheelbase touring mod-

el had a maximum speed of 75mph. and the 9ft 9.5inch wheelbase had a max.speed of 80mph--- Of course the rac-

ing models which performed at Le Mans had been breathed on by the factory and had quite a high maximum 

speed. A lot of 3litre Bentleys had a lower rear axle ratio and these cars often had heavy saloon bodies mounted on 

them rather than the sporting light bodies. The maximum speed of Bentleys did vary a lot Every now and then you 

see in English magazines touring model Bentleys for sale at reasonable prices---- Some of these of course would be 

purchased by sporting types who would put a Vandenplas sporting body on them and hot up the motors! 

I was quite surprised reading the other day that that the 41/2 litre Bentley a 4 cylinder, developed 100bhp--- I 

would have thought it would have developed more. The side valve Vauxhall 30/98 , 41/2 litres as well but designed 

in 1913 developed 90bhp and the OHV engine basically the same engine but with an OHV addition developed 

125bhp--- This engine was slightly smaller and was 4.2litre capacity. An engineering expert stated that the 30/98's 

great power output was due to the camshaft design.—A design possibly of good luck than good management in 

1913. 

I happened to see an advert on the internet for a reco Watford F04 magneto. available in England. My Vauxhall has 

a Watford magneto and I have always thought that I would feel more comfortable if I had a spare magneto! On 

getting in touch and wanting to purchase it, I was told that it had been sold but they had an unrestored one which 

could be purchased when its restoration was completed. I went for the restored example and after about 4.5 

weeks an e-mail told me that it was ready and had been run on their test bench for 3 hours with no faults. The next 

move was to have it sent to me in the land of OZ. At the England end I received two quotes for air-freight, door to 

door, and on the magneto experts advice took the one which traded as DHL. It was very well packed and arrived at 
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How old is your car? 

Our Hillman Minx  Mark V111a was built by the Rootes Group in 1956 so turns 60 
this year. She is fondly known as ‘The Bumble Bee “ and has been in our garage 
for 16 years after purchasing her fully restored. 

She was the first of the overhead valve model and her two tone paint job was 
called the “Gay Look” 

We have done over  60,000 miles in her and have driven 
her to Bathurst, Renmark, Barossa Valley, Dubbo and 
even shipped her across to Tasmania for a rally in Laun-
ceston.   

Photo was taken in Ballarat on the Bi annual Rootes 
Group Rally at Easter this year. 

Peter and Lorraine Wilson 

 

 

  

Eddie was driving down the road and met a car coming the 
other way. Although there was room to pass easily, Eddie 
forced the oncoming car to slow down and wound down his 
window and shouted 'Pig'. 

Astonished, the other driver looked in his rear view mirror and 
swore at Eddie. 

Then his car hit the pig. 

my front door after about 6 days. Excellent service. If any readers are contemplating using such a service when you 

see the price of such service, don't faint away! This cost me 180 English pounds and in that price was included in-

surance and also you could track its journey all the way here! The finished magneto looks A1—- The bloke who sold 

me the Watford said that he had about 1200 magnetos in stock and access to 3000 magnetos and catered for cars, 

motorbikes, tractors and stationary engines! 

l turned on the TV the other morning at breakfast to get some news and the TV was tuned into a program called 

“Restoration Garage", an American program, on 7two--- The immediate image was of a very rare model Bugatti 

being restored which of course made me forget the news. It was a 1935 Bugatti Aerolithe type 57S, either being re-

constructed or a replica body being made. The body was a two door coupe with a rather extravagant aluminium 

body being constructed.——a replica l would say. lt had rather ”over

-blown” mudguards in the front and the whole procedure had worn 

out one restorer with all its difficult shapes which required duplica-

tion.—He had just retired from the project saying he would often 

wake up in the night worrying about the job! However by a few 

minutes into the program another craftsman had been found! One 

of the final shots was of the fresh body builder wrestling with a 

sheet of magnesium and using a wheeling machine to fashion the 

front mudguards. The whole body had to have a wooden frame con-

structed on the chassis firstly and then the panel were attached to 

this! 

This and That cont. 
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Travelers—Betty and Graeme Ralph and Robert Brody 
and Helen Moore heading to Warwick Qld for the 10th 
Annual Dodge Rally 

Happy Birthday to all members who have a birthday in 
September 

Congratulations to Jamie Payne & Gail Mundy who 
were married during the last week.  I’m sure some of 
their cars would have been featured in the wedding. 

I have it on good authority that Harvey Norman has 
done well out of Doug Palmer with the printing of pho-
tos from his recent trip. I heard he took over 2000! 
Thank goodness for digital cameras. 

John and Jenny Corcoran have been spending a lot of 
time in Ballarat. I hear their son has started his own car  
business and needed Dad’s expertise, 

A number of our club members attended the Swap 
meet in Hamilton recently and while trying to sell items 
I think most of them came home with more than they 
took. 

The proprietor of Bagdad Café was a little reluctant to 

open for our midweek run (usually closed on a Wednes-

day) but was convinced when we told him that there 

would be around 20 for afternoon tea. He has an old car 

an Austin A30 which he proudly parked out the front for 

us to see.  

 

 

 

Editors note 

Internet scams—some of you on the mailing list may 

have received an odd email from peterandlorrainewil-

son@hotmail.com The scammers hacked into my email 

list and sent a pleading email saying I may need help. 

Hopefully none of you replied.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Exhaust Notes 

Gardening tips for September  http://www.sgaonline.org.au/september-in-your-patch/ 

Cool to Cold Areas 

Low temperatures for extended periods of time (all of Tasmania, most of Victoria, 

the southern highlands of NSW, the ACT and a tiny southern bit of SA) 

 There’s a bit happening in the veggie patch so you could try leeks, onions, parsley, 

parsnips, cauliflower, peas, radish, silverbeet, lettuce, swedes and turnips. Don’t you just love the start of 

spring? 

 Don’t get over excited… it’s too early for tomatoes just yet! 

 In the herb patch pop in some chamomile, dill, coriander, echinacea, catnip and thyme. Also try lem-

on balm but keep it in a pot, as it has a tendency to take over! Plant these after the frost risk has passed. 
Green manure crops like faba beans, barley, lupin, wheat or field peas are good to go now… improve 

that dormant veggie patch! 

Happy springtime gardening 

On really cold days, why not head out to the shed, and sharpen, clean, oil and maintain your garden 

tools. Sounds tedious, but it’s really rewarding, and will save you cash and plant illness in the long run. 
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  
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HAMILTON & DISTRICT V.V.C.DRIVERS CLUB Inc. A0009739L 

MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL 2016/2017 & INVOICE 

FILL IN ALL DETAILS 
 

SURNAME:                _______________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTIAN NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE/PARTNER:______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:                  _______________________________________________________________                                   
__________________________________  Post Code:___________________ 

 

PHONE NO:             _________________________Mob:___________________________________ 

EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________________  

 

FILL IN ALL DETAILS OF VEHICLES OWNED: 
Make: _______________________Year:____________ Body:___________________ 

      Permit/Reg No: ___________ Exp Date: ____________Club:___________________ 

 

Make: _______________________ Year: ___________ Body : __________________ 

      Permit/Reg No: ___________ Exp Date: ____________Club:___________________ 

 

Make: _______________________Year:____________ Body:___________________ 

      Permit/Reg No: ___________ Exp Date: ____________Club:___________________ 

 

Make: _______________________ Year: ___________ Body : __________________ 

      Permit/Reg No: ___________ Exp Date: ____________Club:___________________ 

 

Renewal Membership Fee                       $50.00               $_____________ 

 

Replacement Name Badge                       $12.00               $ ____________ 

(if required)                                                             

                                                                           Total:        $____________ 

Due and payable by 30th Sept. 2016.  

NOTE: Vehicle Club Permit lapses if member becomes un-financial. 

Signed_____________________________________Date______________________ 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE WHOLE PAGE & SEND WITH PAYMENT  
TO: 

 The Treasurer 
Hamilton & District V.V.C. Drivers Club 

P.O. Box 174  HAMILTON   330  

ATTACH LIST OF ADDITIONAL VEHICLES IF NECESSARY .   
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL /WEBSITE OPTIONS   

The cost of postage has risen considerably and the mail out time has increased to around 4 days.  

Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be able to view the photos in full colour and will save the editor time 

and the club  money. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this preferred option.    

The newsletter will also be available on the club website http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. Ad-

vertisements have been set at $35.00 per annum for business card size ads.   Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.   

Editor; Lorraine Wilson peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com   Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com  

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like 

you to volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time.  

    

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300  

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/

