
 

1                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  September 2020  

In this issue 

All events are cancelled until further notice 

• President’s report 

• Minutes and Reports from AGM 

• Minutes if September General meeting  

• Exhaust Notes 

• Our history 

• A very big touring car 

• Agent Orange and the Vietnam War 

• Words from my Childhood 

• This and That 

• The Things That turn up   

• My car Graeme Trounce 

• And more. 

 

Website 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/ 

Facebook   @handdvvcdc 

 

Please email all club correspondence oto 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com 

Newsletter items and reports   

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

Return Address  

 P O Box 174  

Hamilton Vic 3300 

 

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2020 

Reminder Annual Fees were due  and payable by 31st August. An invoice and form has been posted out to all 

members. Please compete the form and return either by post or scan and email back to the club. 

From the archives—A busy time at “Kinlet” Nareen (Noel Cox’s) 

http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
mailto:@handdvvcdc
mailto:handdvvcdc@gmail.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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New Committee 2020/21 

Position  Contact Position Contact 

PRESIDENT:  

Richard Neaves /

Pam 

0488 231 835 (Please ring 

mobile only) 

richard.neaves@bigpond.com  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Doug Palmer/Jan  

55721070  

0409 010 730  

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC OFFICER  

Pam Pollock 

0419 145 452 

pampollock135@gmail.com 

handdvvcdc@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Vacant 

 

TREASURER 

John Barke/ Jenni 

 

0427 724 519 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Warrick Hanstead 

0417 865 048 

CLUB CAPTAINS  

WEEKENDS  

VACANT 

MIDWEEK 

Graeme Ralph  

 

 

 

 

0418 344 390  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lorraine Wilson / Peter  

0427 724 572  

editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Graeme Ralph  

Rod Potter  

Robert Brody 

Russell Ward 

Warrick Hanstead 

Denis Polack 

Peter Wilson  

 

0418 344 390  

 0427 507 693 

0458 252 226 

0412 407 893 

0417 865 048 

55723284 

 0428 724 572 

FEDERATION REPS 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

Denis Polack  Chair-

man 

Graeme Ralph  

Doug Palmer  

Ern Polack  

Russell Ward  

Robert Brody  

 

55723284 

 

0418 344 390  

0409 010 730  

0428 352 538  

0412 407 893 

0458 252 226 

PERMIT RENEWALS 

Richard Neaves 

Rod Potter  

John Barke  

Graeme Ralph 

Warrick  Hanstead 

Pam  Pollock 

 

 

0488 231 835  

0427 507 693 

0427 724 519  

0418 344 390  

0417 865 048 

0419 145 452 

Phone for an appointment 

SUPPER COORDINATOR     

WELFARE OFFICERS 

Doug Palmer 

Please contact if you know 

of an illness, death or any 

special occasion.  

CLUB LIBRARIAN  

Dennis Belcher  

 

 

55734517  

NEW MEMBER CONTACT   President/Secretary/

Treasurer or Doug Palmer  

0409 010 730  

 Information for new mem-

bers is available on the 

website.  

http://

hamiltondistrictvvcdriv-

ersclub.webs.com/ 

mailto:richard.neaves@bigpond.com
mailto:editorhanddvvcdc@gmail.com
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/
http://hamiltondistrictvvcdriversclub.webs.com/


 

3                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  September 2020  

2020 CLUB CALENDAR  AND CLUB CAPTAIN REPORTS 
 All details will now be on this page 

Clubrooms are situated at the Pastoral Museum in Hiller Lane Hamilton 
Meetings 3rd Friday of the month@7:30pm Bring some supper to share. 

Sunday run is usually on THE  Sunday AFTER THE General meeting  
Mid week run last Wednesday of the month 

Club Captains           ? Weekend runs         ? Mid Week runs  

 

 

Club meetings and events will resume when deemed safe  and restrictions on gatherings 
are lifted to a level that enables us to meet. 

 
 

President’s Report           Richard Neaves     

Well not much has happened lately due the COVID-19 virus, it has put a big dampener on almost every aspect of 

club related activities. There are some club related management duties that must be undertaken and complet-

ed. I ask all members to think positive, stay safe and when the corona virus pandemic gets under control, we can 

venture out on club runs and get the cobwebs our cars and enjoy what we have missed out on.  

Our Annual General meeting was held on Zoom last Friday evening. Thank you for those who connected with us. 

Annual reports from myself, the Treasurer and Club Captains were received. 

Office Bearers were elected. Thank you to those members who have opted to continue in their respective posi-

tions. I thank Dennis Dawson for his contribution and welcome Denis Polack and Peter Wilson to the committee. 

On a sad note club member Terry Hutchins passed away recently, our condolences go out to Jenny and Family. 

Also our condolences go out to Margaret and Les Donahue on the loss of Margaret's Brother John. Don’t forget 

club membership payments are due, don’t leave it to the last minute. 

Good health to every one stay safe and until next time stay positive. 

These members were duly elected at the Annual General Meeting  

President   Richard Neaves Committee 

Vice President  Doug Palmer Rod Potter 

Secretary  Pam Pollock Warrick Hanstead 

Treasurer John Barke Peter Wilson 

Club Captain Graeme Ralph Graeme Ralph  

  Robert Brody 

Newsletter Editor Lorraine Wilson  Russell Ward 

  Denis Polack 

Please note if you need a permit officer to sign forms please phone  beforehand to make an ap-

pointment for a suitable time and place to meet. 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

DATE          EVENT                                                                          CONTACT 

12-14th    Wonderful Walhalla – Morris Register Vic.   Dave Gerrand 0397551861 or 0438083992 

13-19th         Hudson Essex Terraplane 2020 Ipswich National Meet.  hetnrqld@gmail.com 

13th              Shepparton Swap Meet.                                                   http://gvmvdc.com.au  (under Club Events). 

OCTOBER 

2-4th      Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 2020 Rally    Dean Robertson  rally@wmhvs.org.au      

25-30th          Singer Car Club Border Bash to Western District Silo Trail    Trevor Leech: trevor9999@tpg.com .au 

24-25th          Mt Tarrengower Hill Climb                                                      Graeme Martin: martingr@tpg.com.au    

                                                                                                                         

BAY TO BIRDWOOD website: http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020 

 

2021 

BENZINEBENDE in BOKHOVEN (Netherlands)      Rudi Arends, Secretary, DSOC. Tel: 0031 594249256  OR arends77@hetnet.nl.  

MARCH 

9-20th GVMVDCAnnual Rally,  2021       Phil Pod 0407231445 

                                                                                                                     John Truman 0418597626 

 APRIL 

7-21st GVMVDC Central West Rally (Take 2)     julietyr@bigpond.net.au 

10th  Horsham Swap Meet, Horsham Showgrounds    Rob Binns, swap@wmhvs.org.au 

 

MAY 

25-2nd June  Ballarat Club, Silver City Tour            Lynda & Paul Tracy 0407518285 

                                                                                                                    Tony Taranto 0400641619 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC SWEEPING THE WORLD  AT THE MOMENT, THE FOL-

LOWING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE PER-

SON TO CONFIRM GO-AHEADS OR CANCELLATIONS.        

A note from the editor         Lorraine Wilson 

In this time of social distancing we have made the deci-

sion that the future issues of the newsletter will be 

emailed only. 

I have been through the registration forms and although 

75 members requested it to be posted I have 20  mem-

bers who have not provided an email address. Unfortu-

nately they will miss out on the next few editions. 

If you know any of the  members who will  

not receive this perhaps you could organise to ring and 

tell them any news or check if they have an email that 

you could forward it to. 

Thanks to the few who have contributed articles. 

Would love to hear from a few other members with 

stories of cars, travels or anything else that might fill 

the pages. 

http://gvmvdc.com.au/
mailto:trevor9999@tpg.com
mailto:martingr@tpg.com.au
http://baytobirdwood.com.au/the-event/2020
mailto:arends77@hetnet.nl
mailto:swap@wmhvs.org.au
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MEETING OPENED:   7.44pm. 

PRESENT: Lorraine and Peter Wilson, Gus and Glenys Kuilboer, Peter Cay, Lorraine Hope, Rod Potter, John Barke, 

Richard Neaves, Pam Pollock, Denis Polack, Ern Polack, Carol Baudinette, Graeme Ralph, Warrick Hansted, Norm 

Gravestocks, Les Toohey, Graeme and Irene McDonald.   

APOLOGIES: Russell Ward, Rob Brody, Doug Palmer, Betty Ralph. 

Apologies accepted. Moved: Pam Pollock, seconded; Gus Kuilboer, carried 

MINUTESOF PREVIOUS AGM were accepted. Moved: Lorraine Wilson, seconded: Warrick Hansted, carried. 

President Richard presented his annual report as did the interim club captain, Graeme.  

Warrick acknowledged the great work Richard has done over the past year in his presidential role. A hearty affir-

mation by all. 

TREASURERS REPORT: John Barke presented the Annual treasurers report and explained same. This had been 

accepted by committee. The motion was that the members accept the report. 

Moved: John Barke, seconded: Warrick Hansted, carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Reminder email from Consumer Affairs to send in our Annual Statement. 

ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE 

Mr President stood down and Graeme Ralph took the Chair for the election of the new committee for 2020/2021. 

There was only one nomination for each position and no objection to any of these nominations, so all positions 

were filled as listed: 

PRESIDENT: Richard Neaves 

VICE PRESIDENT: Doug Palmer 

SECRETARY (and Public Officer): Pam Pollock 

TREASURER: John Barke 

CLUB CAPTAIN: Graeme Ralph 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Lorraine Wilson 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Warrick Hanstead, Rod Potter, Denis Polack, Russell Ward, Robert Brody, Peter Wilson. 

No further business to attend to the meeting was closed at 8.10pm. 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM ON 4th September 2020 
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Good evening fellow members, I have been reflecting over the past years activities and events. 

Firstly I want to take this opportunity to thank your committee members, Doug, Graeme, Dennis, War-

rick, Robert, Pam, John, Russell, Lorraine and Rod, for their input at committee meetings. Helping the 

club stay strong and financially stable. Thank you to Dennis who is not standing due to family duties, 

we appreciate your input. This past year activities had some highlights and unfortunately thanks to the 

COVID-19 virus, and also had put a dampener on all our other club activities. Unfortunately we could 

not run our 43rd Queens Birthday June Rally which was a great disappointment due to the COVID- 19 

Virus, I know there was a lot of effort put into this rally, I thank all those members involved in its prepa-

ration.  

Some positives prior to COVID-19 restrictions: Club runs to Sierra Park, Ararat Jail run, John Corcoran 

Memorial Run to the Crawford River organisation, Pastoral museum open Week end, Members Stay 

Residential Outing, Byaduk Flower show, Poo day to Casterton, Balmoral Show and Shine, Presidents 

Xmas Run, Orford Machinery Run, Warrnambool club run and the Australian Veteran Car Clubs 1 & 2 

Cylinder rally. 

Mid-week runs: Pierre point wines, Wannon/ Nigretta falls, Corndale/ Boonaroo, Penshurst wetlands 

and Mt Rouse, Dean Thomson Furniture. 

The Presidents Christmas run to Mt Eccles via Byaduk Nth, Wallacedale was a great success, even with 

a disruption of cattle running done road and a quick detour through a dis used dairy farm to avoid a 

possible Delmer.  I must mention a comment made while we picnicked at Mt Eccles that the area was a 

little unmaintained and low and behold the park was nearly burnt out the following weekend.        

Important events during the year were: One of more important events the club was involved with was 

the Australian Veteran Car Clubs 1 & 2 Cylinder rally, and on all reports was one of their best rallies 

they have held. Thanks to Doug and his band of helpers and his tail end Charlie whose help was greatly 

appreciated. I think the most memorable visitation during the past year was trip to Warrnambool to 

visit to Terry Mansbridge motor museum and motor bike shed. Then after lunch a trip to Colin Drakes 

shed and house full of museum pieces, was most incredible. The club also supported the Balmoral 

Show and Shine with some members winning prizes, the October Pastoral museum open days, Orford 

machinery Rally, Portland Classics by the Bay. 

Special thanks 

Thanks to Reg, Trevor and co for their BBQ expertise, Reg also for his great Hamburgers they are much 

appreciated by all. A special thanks to Chris and Rita White for their help at our BBQs .  

Special thanks to Lorraine for help editing and printing of club newsletters and other printing duties, 

thanks also John and Warrick for running our finances and thanks to Pam for secretarial skills.   

A special thank you also to Ladies of our club for their food preparation for our special occasions.  And I 

must give a special thanks our Federation reps Doug and Graeme for their time and effort representing 

our club at Federation meetings.  

 

President’s Annual meeting Report  2019- 2020 
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Doug Palmer for his organising of the Sunday runs, and Graeme Ralph and Betty for organising the 

Wednesday midweek runs. Thank you also Wally Brinkmann, Julie and Adrian Stevens, Norm Grave-

stocks for their input. 

We welcome new members: Ashley &Lynette Binney, Jason Tully, Dennis Stinson, Thomas &Pamela Cas-

key, Ray Sanders & Elaine Grey, Graeme & Wilma and Graeme & Glenda Porter. 

The John Corcoran Garage is a slow work in progress due to Clovis 19 virus restrictions, but progress has 

been achieved thanks to Doug, Robert, Russell, Denis, Graeme and Peter. I hope I have not missed any-

one, if I have your help has not go unnoticed. 

On a sad note club member Terry Hutchins passed away recently, our condolences go out to Jenny and 

Family. Also our condolences go out to Margaret and Les Donahue on the loss of Margaret’s brother 

John. 

Stay safe and good health. President Richard Neaves 

In the absence of an appointed mid- week captain I submit this de facto report on the mid- week runs for the 

year. 

Fortunately, several members volunteered to arrange mid- week outings for the club and we enjoyed an inter-

esting variety of activities until February 2020. 

 Our appreciation must go to Rob Brody, Helen Moore, Pam Pollock, Norm Gravestock and Dean Thomson for 

their contributions to the various successful outings that occurred. 

Considerable pre planning was done by several members on events that had to be postponed and we hope that in 

time these will come to fruition when we are able to enjoy the great fellowship of our club again. 

The success of our various mid- week runs has been due primarily to the enthusiastic support received from mem-

bers and we thank them all for their input  

President’s Annual Meeting Report  2019- 2020 cont. 

  Mid- Week Runs 2019/2020 Club Year.                Graeme and Betty Ralph 

Having a crummy day? Wish you could brighten your 

mood? Then you are in luck! Here are some of the best 

car puns that will drive you into a fit of laughter. 

1. What do you call a Ford Fiesta that ran out of gas? 

A Ford Siesta. 

2. What do you call a Mexican who lost his car? 

Carlos. 

3. When is a car not a car? 

When it turns into a driveway. 

4. What kind of car does yoda drive? 

A toyoda 

 

5. What kind of cars do cooks drive? 

Chef-rolets. 

6. Who can drive all their customers 

away and still make money? 

Taxi drivers. 

7. What kind of car does a snake drive? 

An Ana-Honda. 

8. Where do Volkswagens go when they get old? 

The Old Volks home. 

 

https://thoughtcatalog.com/january-nelson/2018/07/

car-puns/ 

You are going to get exhausted from laughing so hard at these car puns. 

https://thoughtcatalog.com/january-nelson/2018/07/car-puns/
https://thoughtcatalog.com/january-nelson/2018/07/car-puns/
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM ON 4th September 2020 

Meeting Opened Opened after the AGM at 7.45pm. 

Members Attending Lorraine and  Peter Wilson, Gus and Glenys Kuilboer, Peter Cay, Lorraine Hope, Rod Potter, 
John Barke, Richard Neaves, Pam Pollock, Denis Polack, Ern Polack, Carol Baudinette, Grae-
me Ralph, Warrick Hansted, Norm Gravestocks, Les Toohey, Graeme and Irene McDonald. 

Apologies Russell Ward, Rob Brody, Doug Palmer, Betty Ralph. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting Minutes of last General meeting held in February was accepted and moved: Lorraine Wil-
son, seconded: Richard Neaves, carried. 

Business Arising Nil. 

Treasurers Report 
  
Outstanding Accounts 

A letter has been sent out to those who have not yet paid their annual membership fees. 
There are about 110 who have paid and about 30 who have not. 
Report as tabled and explained and all accounts accepted and the motion to pay same was 
made. Moved: John Barke, seconded: Richard Neaves, carried. 

New Membership Applica-
tions 

There have been no new applications. 

Correspondence IN: A thank you card from Irene McDonald. 
Thank you from Doug Palmer. 
Email from Vicroads requesting our mailing address. 
Federation: Proposed Road Safety Interim Regulations 2020(Vicroads). 
Vicroads: Online Club Permit renewals. 
OUT: Email to Vicroads with our mailing address. 
Welfare Officer has sent condolence cards to Jenny Hutchins on the passing of Terry and to 
Margaret Donehue on the passing of her brother. 
Correspondence accepted. 
Moved: Pam Pollock, seconded: Rod Potter, carried. 

Club Captains Report Nothing at the moment. Thanks to all who have put time and effort into organising runs we 
have not been able to go on. Hopefully  we will be out and about soon. 

Building Committee Nothing at the moment. The new water tank is being stored in the workshop until lockdown 
lifted and work can go ahead once again. 

Federation Report All major events have been cancelled due to Covid19 restrictions. 
There has been not ratification by Government as yet for the new amendments to regula-
tions. 
Forms still need to be filled out before online payments can be made for club permit vehi-
cles. 
In the pipeline- A new penalty (Failing to fill out a log book). New name, new fine. 

Newsletter Report Lorraine is once again taking on this very important task keeping is all in touch. Thanks Lor-
raine. 
About 20 newsletters were posted out this last month. It is important that we stay in touch 
if possible during these difficult times. The newsletter is a great read and a way of keeping 
up with the club. 
Lorraine has registered the whereabouts of our defibrillator with the St John’s app. If you  
download this app you will find where defibrillators are located in your area. 

Rally Report Sadly nothing to report here either. 

Welfare Officer The committee and members all wish Doug a speedy and uneventful recovery and hope he 
is back on his feet soon. 
Best wishes go out to Neville Mason who is having a difficult time at the moment. 
Irene McDonald is on the mend. 
Good luck to Don McFarlaine for his upcoming surgery. 

General Business Graeme stated that members who have become unfinancial are still kept on our books for 
12months. Thus giving them the opportunity to remain a member by paying the appropri-
ate fee. All activities allowed under the membership are still allowed during this time. This 
also includes registering of permit vehicles.Peter Cay suggested someone check the cord-
less vacuum cleaner at the clubrooms as if left too long without use it will cease to work. 
(Pam will pick it up) 
Warrick thanked Lorraine for her excellence in keeping the newsletter going and for the 
great articles and content. It is a great contact for members. This was greatly supported by 
all. Moved: Warrick, seconded: Graeme, carried. 
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General Business Lorraine responded by thanking all who contributed articles and assisted where they could.As 
our 50th Anniversary is looming and we cannot have a big celebration, Graeme made the sugges-
tion that members put together some of their memories of their times with the club along with 
some photos if they have any and we could then publish a special edition anniversary news-
letter/booklet. 
rn Polack has issued a warning for all to lock up your sheds as there is a van and trailer lurking 
about the town stealing at random. He knows of a few people who have had articles stolen.Rod 
has asked for members to please be a little more considerate when getting forms signed. Com-
mittee would like to ask you to please make an appointment or ring and please do not go to a 
place of employment unless you cannot avoid doing so. 
President Richard says good health to all, stay safe. Hopefully the state will be opened up soon 
and we can move about a little more freely. If you take your car out-fill out your log book. 

Meeting Closed 8.45pm. 

Next Meeting When called by the committee due to the current Covid19 restrictions. Members will be duly 
notified. 

Coming up in November of this year is our Club’s Golden (50th) Anniversary and at this stage a big cele-

bratory gathering seems unlikely, Meanwhile, we still have the opportunity to gather some historical de-

tails in recognition of the shared history that we have.  

 Here are few photos below, of cars from the early days which, among other things, remind us of how our 

club has evolved over the years. 

    
Crossley: Peter Lowenstern.                   Rolls Royces: Clarrie Davis and Ted Spencer  

            
Whippet: Roy Begelhole                                                       Studebaker: Jack Dowling   

 

It would be great if members could contribute a short story of their  

experiences with the club. These could be complied into a book of 

memories . 

Our History             Graeme Ralph 
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Exhaust Notes              

     Vale : Terry Hutchins 

Last month we lost an avid motoring enthusiast in Terry Hutchins.  

Terry was a quiet achiever in the Historic Vehicle movement in the 

district. He and Jenny were an admirable team. When there was a job 

to be done, they could be relied upon to contribute quietly and effi-

ciently to its successful completion.   

They became involved with Club activities around 1987, when Terry 

bought the attractive little 1939 Austin 8 saloon that had been re-

stored by a former Hamilton Club President Alwin Hornby. 

Over the years Terry and Jenny have participated in many activities with Hamilton and Casterton Clubs. In recent 

times they have quite often opted for the comfort (and speed) of a 1964 EH Holden station wagon. 

 Condolences of the Club are extended to Jenny and family on this sad occasion.  

                                       _______________________________________ 

While Club activities have been somewhat at a standstill not everyone has ben idle.  

It is great to see that Tom Beever is well advanced with the refurbishment of his recent acquisition, the 1927 

Buick from the late Colin Scott’s stable. The Buick is back on the road and the necessary body repairs are coming 

along nicely! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Baudinette is rather pleased with her decision to give her Austin A40 Countryman a facelift with some rust 

repairs and a really good polish.  

 

No doubt many of our members have spent some productive time in their garages and if that includes you. How 

about letting the Editor know what you’ve been up to ands share your experiences with fellow members! 

Neville Mason is back home after surgery and a spell in hospital. We wish him aspeedy and complete4 recovery 

Congratulation to Laurie Stevens on becoming a great grandfather with the arrival of great grandson Miles Mac.  

Laurie has also been mentioned in the retrospective reports in the Hamilton Spectator as an active member of the 

small- bore rifle club alongside other sharp shooting Club members Peter Cay and Jos Van den Ham’ 
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 A Very Big Touring Car          Jason Palmer 

I recently purchased a group of 36 photographs of early motoring in Australia.  When they arrived & I was sorting 

through them, one picture from the 1920’s caught my attention.  Labelled on the rear was Visit To Genolan Caves 

1926, (actual Jenolan Caves) in the Blue Mountains, New South Wales. What drew my particular attention, lined up 

with other vehicles was a massive touring car, clearly larger then the other vehicles and definitely American.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had my suspicions regarding the make under a magnifying glass, but I initially dismissed it, as I thought that none 

of that make would have been brought to Australia!  Recently, I was able to scan the photo and significantly en-

large it.  Further comparisons confirmed my initial belief and I was able to confirm the vehicle as a c1922-24 McFar-

lan Model 145 6 cyl 7 Passenger Touring Car. 

McFarlan Wagon Manufacturing Company. 

Starting in Connersville, Indiana as a horse-drawn vehicle manufacturing company they successfully made the tran-

sition to powered transport.  In 1886 the company established a modern Industrial Park and also owned a natural 

gas company. A lot of the manufacturers that took residence within the park were auto parts/component manufac-

tures and carriage makers.  When manufacturing automobiles, starting in 1909, they had a readily supply of parts 

and power for low prices. Low production numbers followed as the company targeted the ‘discerning buyer’, by 

1918 prices for a vehicle were passing $5,000 (a model T was $850). 

Powered by a variety of different engines by the 1920’s the main engine supplier was Continental but McFarlane 

built their own engines for top of the range cars including a 573-c.i.d Twin Valve 6 with triple ignition and 3 spark-

plugs per cylinder rated at 120 h.p.  Amongst options (mostly not working for long) included vacuum assist starting 

& heated steering wheel.  In 1922 production peaked at 235 cars but the company was beset with financial difficul-

ties, by this stage McFarlan cars were ranging from $6,300 - $9,000. 

In 1928, E.L Cord, purchased multiple manufacturers within the McFarlan Park including Lycoming Motors & 

McFarlane.  Cord turned the factories into a manufacturing space for Auburn cars.   

Amongst owners of McFarlan cars was Al Capone who purchased one for his wife and then another in 1926 for his 

own use.  In 1922 an Oil Tycoon purchased the Chicago Auto Show display McFarlan, as a present for his wife for 

$25,000.  

There is an estimated 19 McFarlan’s left in the world.  By 1930 they had no ‘used vehicle’ value and it is estimated 

that most were scrapped during WW2. 
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A very big touring car cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did one of the worlds most expensive cars end up in Australia? 

Although obviously Australia had it’s share of high end vehicles arrive on our shores over the years how did a such 

an expensive and low production car get to Australia?, I mean no Model J Duesenberg’s made our shores unfortu-

nately.   Well I might have the answer;  

The Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday 24 June 1922: 

We have just landed a luxurious Eight-passenger 90 H.P McFarlan TOURING CAR.  This car is considered one of 

America’s highest grade production and has many special features and fittings including special springing which 

makes it wonderfully efficient on the worst of roads.  If you want a really distinctive comfortable powerful and 

speedy Car, call or Phone for a demonstration. 

WILLIAM BROS,  LIMITED, Elizabeth Street, Sydney. 

Obviously it found a buyer presumably in New South Wales (over to a knowledgeable member with NSW 1920’s 

registration records).  The registration appears to be 3 digits, possibly 387 or 887.  Unfortunately the original photo 

is slightly blurred. 

It has possibly found ownership with a tour company or a wealthy owner with an affection for caves?  It appears to 

have been in operation commercially or privately until 1929 when the big car was traded in.  I would assume wear 

& tear and a lack of parts for such a complicated engine doomed the old girl like so many on depression era US.  

The Sydney Morning Herald, 28 June 1929: 

McFarlan 7-Pass Roomy Tourer, 8 good tyres.  This would make an excellent hire car.  The appearance is good 

and it is in sound mechanical order. 

Kelly’s motor sales LTD, Circular Quay 

So how many came to Australia?  Possibly 2. 

T 



 

13                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  September 2020  

A very big touring car cont. 

The Sydney Morning Herald , Friday 2 Au-

gust 1929: 

1924 McFarlan 7-seater, electric lights & 

starter, luggage rack, 9 tyres, 5 wire 

wheels.  Pulls wonderfully well and in 

good order mechanically. 

(Also for sale from the same Agent, 1924 

Summit & 1924 Australian 6) 

Did they sell, did they survive further, were 

they scrapped, are there any surviving 

pieces?  After 1929 the trail goes cold. 

Does anyone have any further info?  I 

would love to hear from you.   

Jason Palmer 

Interesting bits and pieces from others 

The Morris Register  August Newsletter has some very good tips on joining a ZOOM meeting. 

The Vintage Driver Club are considering the purchase of a  “loan” vehicle. This is  to allow younger members the 
opportunity to experience the feel and enjoyment gained from our older vehicles. Hopefully they will then en-
courage others to join. They also have a scholarship scheme. 

 

GLOBAL OBSERVANCES 2020 

Sept 8  International Literacy Day 

Sept 10  World Suicide Prevention Day 

Sept 15  International Day of Democracy 

Sept 21  International Day of Peace 

Sept 27  World Tourism Day 

Sept 28  World Rabies Day 

Sept 29  World Heart Day 

 

 

How the heart works 

• The average heart is the size of a fist in an adult. 

• Your heart will beat about 115,000 times each day. 

• Your heart pumps about 2,000 gallons of blood every day. 

• An electrical system controls the rhythm of your heart. ... 

• The heart can continue beating even when it's disconnected from the body. 
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Agent Orange 

Agent Orange is a mix of chemicals 24-D, 245-T 

mixed with kerosene, diesel and dioxin, a power-

ful carcinogenic agent.  Herbicides were stored 

and shipped in coloured 55gallon drums, thus the 

chemicals inside became known for their colour. 

Agent Pink, Agent Green, Agent Purple, Agent 

White, Agent Blue and Agent ORANGE. The herbi-

cides and defoliants were manufactured by Dow, 

Monsanto and others and were made up of 

differing chemicals, additives and strengths. 

Agent Orange was the most widely used (almost 2/3) during the Vietnam conflict and was the most potent. It was 

available in varying strengths-1,11,111, or Super Orange. 

The extremely potent dioxin found in Agent Orange was not put there intentionally, but is a by-product in the man-

ufacture of herbicides. It is also produced when rubbish is burnt, from coal, oil and gas burns and from cigarettes. 

Also from some processes such as bleaching. 

The particular dioxin found in Agent Orange is called TCDD and it’s affects are both immediate and long term. It 

remains in the environment for many years, especially in soil and the food chain as it settles in the fatty tissue of 

fish, birds and other animals. It is mostly by consuming contaminated foods that humans are exposed to the toxins. 

Very small doses are known to be highly toxic and carcinogenic (cancer causing). 

Immediate problems include skin darkening, liver problems and an acne like skin disease called chloracne. Longer 

term problems associated with dioxin exposure include links to type 11 diabetes, immune system dysfunction, 

nerve disorders, muscular dysfunction, hormone disruption and heart disease. 

Agent Orange was proven to cause disorders not only among the Vietnamese population the chemicals were used 

against, but the combined forces who were spraying the chemicals over the country. Cancers, birth defects, rashes, 

psychological disorders. Dioxin being especially harmful to the unborn , causing spina bifida, miscarriage, fetal brain 

and nervous system developmental problems. 

All of the above were found to have increased in Vietnam Veterans on their return home from service.  

 

Military Use 

Agent Orange was a herbicide and defoliant chemical widely known for it’s use in the Vietnam conflict that contin-

ued from 1961-1971. The US military’s Operation Ranch Hand, was responsible for this chemical warfare program 

that has had a devastating effect on so many for so long. 

The program aimed at making bare transport and supply routes mainly along  the areas bordering Cambodia and 

Laos. Thus denying the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese vital supplies and troops.More than 10million gallons of 

herbicides were sprayed over Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia in the 10year duration.  Agent Orange being the most 

widely used. Operation Ranch hand saw over 4.5million acres of Vietnam sprayed with chemicals. Forrest, food 

crops, animals, roads, rivers, canals: all were affected. The chemicals were dropped from low flying aircraft, sprayed 

from trucks and hand held sprayers and was even sprayed around military installations. Water  sources were con-

taminated thus affecting the general population also. 

In 1988, an American researcher, involved with Operation Ranch Hand admitted they knew the potential for dam-

age due to dioxin, but because it was used on the enemy, they didn’t consider a scenario where their own people 

would be contaminated. 

Agent Orange and the Vietnam War         Pam Pollock 
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Compensation 

A class action law suit on behalf of 2.4 mil-

lion Veterans in the US in 1979 saw seven 

chemical companies by 1988 agree to pay 

$180million plus interest in compensation. 

In 1991, George Bush made law that some 

diseases associated with Agent Orange be 

treated as a result of wartime service. 

A class action law suit in 2004/5 by Viet-

namese citizens against chemical compa-

nies was dismissed, causing outrage 

among both victims and US veterans. Author, Fred A Wilcox, told a Vietnamese news source….it would mean the 

US admitting to war crimes in Vietnam….that would cost the Government billions of dollars. 

It is claimed that over 400,000 Vietnamese were killed or maimed in the conflict and half a million have been born 

with serious birth defects since. As many as two million have cancers or other illnesses as a result of exposure to 

Agent Orange. 

Aussies in Vietnam 

As a result of the Vietnam War, National conscription became law in Australia.  Australia committed troops to aid 

America in backing the South Vietnamese against the nationalists and communists fighting to reunify Vietnam.  

Between 1961 and 1971, 60,000 Australian Military Personnel served in Vietnam. Of those 15,381 were involuntary 

conscripts. However,210 civilian volunteer nurses went over, along with medical staff and entertainers. 

Fewer Australian deaths occurred in battle as compared to other wars, but long term effects and consequences 

have been enormous. 

The Department of Veteran Affairs classified 74.7%of Australian Vietnam Veterans as suffering some form of health 

impact as a result of their service in Vietnam. Physical disability, chemical exposure, psychological trauma and 1/3 

having some degree of hearing loss. 

Due to extended two year terms of duty, soldiers were exposed to battle conditions for longer and the risk of con-

tact with the enemy for longer periods, even in times of rest. These conditions significantly contributed to the 30-

45% of veterans suffering with mental disorders 5-10times the average population. Other disorders include depres-

sion, PTSD, addictions, though alcohol rather than drug abuse such as faced by the American returned servicemen 

of the time.  

Health issues stemming both from trauma and contact with chemicals have a flow on effect throughout families. 

Birth defects, miscarriage, PTSD and higher rates of suicide in children of those suffering PTSD (up to 3 times higher 

than average population). 

Concerns were raised by Australian Vietnam Veterans in the early ‘70s regarding the effects of Agent Orange. 

In 1982, a list of symptoms was published by which effects of exposure might be recognised but it was so broad, 

most veterans presenting had one or more symptom. 

A Royal Commission in 1985 admitted existence of health problems but found no link to defoliants. It was acknowl-

edged though that some chemicals may cause cancer. 

REFERENCES: 

www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/agent-orange-1 

www.mapw.org.au 

anzacportal.dva.gov.au 

Agent Orange and the Vietnam War   cont.      Pam Pol-
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THINGS  THAT  TURN  UP                                           Doug Palmer 

Hamilton  Car  Club 

Further to reading about the results of the 800 mile trial put on by 
the newly formed Hamilton Car Club sent in by Peter Lowenstern 
sent me searching through our spare bedroom for my folder con-
taining all the results of trials run by this Club from when it was 
formed late in 1952 (in fact its first Rally was run in December of 
that year with 26 cars from the Western District travelling over 80 
miles with a Mr. T. Hayes from Tahara winning the event in a Hill-
man 10). 

Before I go to much further let me say it was great to hear from 
Peter Lowenstern again over the last couple of months and to tell 
younger members of our Club that Peter was the Club Treasurer 
(from foundation to June of 1975) and President from 1976 to 1978. 

In fact when the Federation of Vintage Car Clubs was struggling to remain a viable proposition Peter took on the 
task of Victorian Secretary with myself as President and Peter Hughan as Treasurer.  When we resigned two years 
later Federation was back on track. 

In February of 1954 the Hamilton Car Club ran its next trial which covered 112 miles through the Western District 
with 20 competitors taking part and C. Elton (driver) and K. Gamble winning in a Zephyr.  In fact most cars were 
every-day use vehicles. 

A terrifically successful Picnic Event was run at Pedrina Park in which competitors from all over the Western District 
and South Australia took part.  A new Austin Healey owned by J. W. Robertson, of 'Moyne Falls', created quite a 
stir. 

On July 31st a 300 miler was organised with cars coming from all over Victoria and S.A. to compete and the results 
of this are the ones that Peter sent to Lorraine.  Mr. John Rountree (Chemist of Hamilton) took this one out in his 
Ford Zephyr as he did again on August 1st when he competed in an an all-nighter. 

John Rountree (according to Kevin and Joan Cass) loved these events but had a repair team on standby just in case 
he dented or scratched the car, so that his wife did not find out what he had been up to.  They were used on sever-
al occasions. 

During 1955 the Club was running car trials that exceeded 100 miles and in November run its biggest which cov-
ered 650 miles throughout Victoria. 

In 1956 many names of Hamilton and District drivers were winning the organised events such as Kevin Cass 
(Manager of Gamble Motors), Charles Newsome, Adrian Kruger, John Rountree, Keith Riley and the Bunge Boys, 
Graeme and Robert, of Coleraine.  These two were the brothers of ex Club member, Keith, who later competed in 
Club events. 

This was also the time when Keith Gamble (owner of Gamble Motors) started his quest to win the huge Australian -
wide rallies run by the big petrol and oil companies.  Keith had a Volkswagen agency in French Street and entered 
the Mobilgas Classic in a Volkswagen with his wife, Lorna, as navigator. 

In July of 1956 two youths from our area in Tom Robertson of 'Moyne Falls' and 'Tiger' Wettenhall, of 'Dungloe', 
Coleraine conned the use of a Morris Oxford from Rupe Wade (Wade Motors) and entered it in the Ampol Trial 
which covered some 6,600 miles and finished in 27th position after driving carefully over the last few sections so as 
to preserve the car. 

The Gambles finished in 9th place in the Mobilgas Trial and again entered the 1957 Trial and finished 32nd after 
straddling the Volkswagen on a large rock and as a result had a few injuries when they struck the windshield which, 
luckily, did not break. 

In 1958 the Gambles again entered the Volkswagen in the 7,000 mile Ampol Trial and the Bunge Boys entered a 
Fiat 1100 103D  and did very well in such a small car.  In the same year the Gambles also entered the 10,700 mile 
Mobilgas Trial in a Rover which Keith had taken on the dealership which covered the Western District.  
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During all this the Hamilton 
Club organised many success-
ful Trials covering the local 
districts and in fact successful-
ly started a series of Night Tri-
als that proved very successful 
with good numbers taking 
part. 

 

Hamilton  

 

 

 

 

 

Club members again entered the 2,000 BP All-Victorian Rally in 1959 when Mrs Lorna Gamble assembled an all-
ladies team in a Volkswagen and Keith Gamble with Kevin Cass in the old rally car.  The Bunge Boys also com-
peted and all the Hamilton representatives finished well up in the final results. 

he Rally nearly came to a crashing halt when the next destination and route papers hadn't arrived at the Hamil-
ton checkpoint so the Club President made an urgent call to Rally Headquarters and received the information 
over the phone, type those instructions and was doing so when the cars began to arrive.  Luckily there had 
been dedicated 1 hour break allotted for here so all got away to the next stage and the Hamilton Club was con-
gratulated by Rally Headquarters for their efforts. 

For the rest of 1959 the Club ran successful trials all around the Western District and even into the Wimmera 
areas. 

Kevin Cass told me that on some of the trials that went through the Wimmera areas in winter time they had to 
carry heavy ropes and shovels in the car as the muddy soil of that area would bog a car very quickly.  They even 
resorted to welding an extra rim onto the rear wheels and in some bad areas they would drive the shovels into 
the ground, some distance in front of the car, tie the rope to them and wind it around the extra rim.  On one 
occasion with Clyde Scaife as his driver he revved the motor to much, dropped the clutch, and the sudden 
movement pulled the shovel out of the ground, taking Kevin with it, and he finished up face first in the mud. 

He said that before leaving the area to complete the trial somewhere else they had to hose the mud from be-
neath the mudguards as it would dry into a cement-like substance and would stop the wheels from turning. 

On some of the rallies around the Hamilton area during winter, especially around the Buckley Swamp district, 
they would tie rope loops through the air intakes of the engine bay of the Volkswagen and use them as hand 
holds whilst they bounced up and down on the bumper bar to gain traction. 

Throughout 1960 the Club attendances began to drop off  with the exception of an all-night trial where 22 
members competed over 320 miles for the newly presented 'Spectator Trophy' where one young Keith Bunge 
(ex Club member) from Coleraine competed in a Simca and only lost 14 points over the journey.  Keith went on 
to win that trophy. 

In 1961 6 local cars were entered for the 2,000 mile All-Victorian Rally in which 61 competitors took part (Keith 
Gamble in his customary Volkswagen and Graeme Bunge in a NSU Prince) with both finishing amongst the top 
scorers. 

The well-known Hamilton Night Trial, over 350 miles, drew great support and attracted very well-known per-
sons in the form of Harry Firth and Laurie Whitehead (fathers of well-known racing drivers) with the event be-
ing won by a driver from Wickliffe. 

In 1962 the local events attracted low numbers, but the 400 mile night trial was still popular and attracted 6 
competitors from Melbourne who stated that it was one of the best that they had ever attended. 
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The History of  my car         Graeme Trounce 

 

  

The original owner of the Zephyr wagon was O.E Bradtke & Sons from Loxton South Australia  and re-
mained in the family until the father’s death. It was given to a staff member to restore but he too passed 
away.  

I hen purchased the wagon in November 2018 (I hope things don’t come in threes).  She was badly 
scratched and dented, but basically in good original condition.  

Surprisingly the only rust was in the driver’s side roof along the water channel.  19 months later and here 
she is.  I did all the work myself apart from the exterior paint, the rust and dents, and the retrimming 
front seat and roof lining.  Not perfect but rewarding.  Motor is totally original and only changes are ex-
tractors, alternator, electric wipers (thanks to Barry O’Dwyer), and EF Falcon wheels. 

By the end of 1962 the activities of the local club had dwindled away and the club went into recess.  

Kevin Cass again tried to get the Club going late in 1971 but by this time those that took part in events were 
mostly interested in Rally driving through the plantation areas in their specially built rally cars. 

Maybe new Club member, Graeme Trounce, would be able to give us a talk on these activities at a meeting as he 
was heavily involved in these activities. 

Maybe those reading this will realise why Gamble Motors went into liquidation because of the amount of money 
he poured into his rallying throughout Australia. 

When Gamble Motors folded Kevin Cass went to work at Taylor Motors and stayed there until his retirement in 
1990. 

                    Doug Palmer 



 

19                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  September 2020  

Mergatroyd!. Do you remember that 

word? Would you believe the spell-checker did not recognize the 

word Mergatroyd? Heavens to Mergatroyd!  

The other day a not so elderly (I say 75) lady said something to her 

son about driving a Jalopy; and he looked at her quizzically and said 

"What the heck is a Jalopy?" He never heard of the word jalopy! She 

knew she was old. But not that 

old. Well, I hope you are Hunky Dory after you read this and chuckle. 

So let's illuminate some old expressions that have become obsolete 

because of the inexorable march of technology.  

Phrases like: Don't touch that dial, Carbon copy, You sound like a bro-

ken record, and Hung out to dry. Back in the olden days we had a lot 

of moxie. We'd put on our best bib and tucker, to straighten up and 

fly right. Heavens to Betsy! Gee whillikers! Jumping Jehoshaphat! Holy 

Moley!  

We were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley; and even a regular guy couldn't accuse us of being a 

knucklehead, a nincompoop or a pill. Not for all the tea in China!  

 

Back in the olden days, life used to be swell, but when's the last time anything was swell? Swell has gone 

the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of spats, knickers, fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes, and 

pedal pushers.  

 

Oh, my aching back! Kilroy was here, but he isn't anymore. We wake up from what surely has been just a 

short nap, and before we can say, “Well, I'll be a monkey's uncle!” Or, “This is a fine kettle of fish!” We 

discover that the words we grew up with, the words that seemed omnipresent, as oxygen, have vanished 

with scarcely a notice from our tongues and our pens and our keyboards. Poof, go the words of our 

youth, the words we've left behind. We blink, and they're gone. Where have all those great phrases 

gone? Long gone: Pshaw, The milkman did it. Hey! It's your nickel. Don't forget to pull the chain. Knee 

high to a grasshopper. Well, Fiddlesticks! Going like sixty. I'll see you in the funny papers. Don't take any 

wooden nickels. Wake up and smell the roses.  

 

It turns out there are more of these lost words and expressions than Carter has little liver pills. This can 

be disturbing stuff! (Carter's Little Liver Pills are gone too!) We of a certain age have been blessed to live 

in changeable times. For a child each new word is like a shiny toy, a toy that has no age. We at the other 

end of the chronological arc have the advantage of remembering there are words that once did not exist 

and there were words that once strutted their hour upon the earthly stage and now are heard no more, 

except in our collective memory. It's one of the greatest advantages of aging. Leaves us to wonder  

 

Language changes and moves in a different direction evolving all the time. Where a lot of people see de-
terioration, I see expressive development    David Crystal Linguist 

Lost Words from our childhood 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1457440
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1457440
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This and That 

With all time on my hands I have been perusing lots of old copies of the 

Automobile and just found some interest in a copy of March 1991 an 

article headed "The Story of a 1921 Austro Daimler type 617" The pic-

tures of the car in colour are magnificent and by the look of the car it is a 

4 seater sports tourer. What a history it has as well! It was purchased in 

1921 by wealthy banker from Berlin and eventually in the late 1920's he 

and the car moved to the LISA and there it was used touring constantly, 

and also in another trip to Europe and then back to the USA where it 

again was used constantly until the 196(Ys, finally racking up 435,000 

miles!! It was here that the owner finally named the car the "Brave"!! in 

recognition of its great character over the years! 

 

After all this the car was sold and was shipped to England for restoration 

which ended up not being a very good job and the owner then gives a 

rather torrid report on hiS first drive in the "restored" "Brave" this time 

in Hamburg driving in the traffic with a car with no "performing brakes" I 

The restoration proper then commences with the following comments 

re. the job in hand! Almost at once the eccentric design of the "Brave" by Porsche caused some head-scratching— 

Could it really be possible that one must remove the gearbox in order to extract the transmission brake shoes? An-

swer—dyes"—And then in Order to remove the gearbox is it necessary to remove the sump and also dismantle the 

clutch remove the fly-wheel, and remove the steering column and box and unbolt and remove the track- rod rand 

the fly-wheel fan cowling—Again Yes!— and does the rear axle have to be completely removed? — Well no but it 

does simplify things considerably by doing so! 

This car is a magnificent looking machine —long and of narrow build and it looks as though the carrying capacity is 

two in front and two in the back seat! 

The engine of the "Brave" is a 6 cylinder of  litre capacity with a single OH Camshaft. 

 

When one is cast at home as we all are Of the moment your 

thoughts often go back to many years to cars that you have 

owned . The other day I was thinking of my first restoration 

the 1927 P Type swift. This was owned by a chap who had got 

it from Pt.Fairy and brought it back to Hamilton where it lav 

in ä shed owned by his father. I had just become interested in 

cars and was able to take on this machine. It did look verv 

"weary" -It was bodied in a two seater "chummy 'body and 

was yellow in colour. A "chummy body" consisted of a front 

seat which would seat 3 adults and then behind a short dis-

tance with a padded back rest but no seat! You could put 3 

children in there who of course would have to stand and 

breathe down the necks of the front passengers! The body looked rather on the way out but it was all 

the bottoms of the panels suffering from rust. 

I  started the restoration by removing the body and then all the mechanical bits. On removing the body the majori-

ty of the wooden frame was in reasonable condition—Only several wooden pieces needing replacing, The springing 



 

21                   Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter  September 2020  

This and THat 

consisted on two semi-elliptical front springs and two quarter elliptical springs at the rear—no shockers of course! 

A bonus was the dash board which still had the speedo,an loil-pressure gauge an amp-meter and an on off-switch! 

The magneto was still affixed to the engine! When stripped the chassis looked "straight" and accident free!  

The engine was restored by a friend of mine who was a retired forman from Repco and of course did a very good 

job! The engine was typical from its period which was a light car English product which was 1192cc in capacity 

with a 3 speed gear box and right hand gear-change and developed 22bhp- —Cruising speed was 42 mph! It also 

had 4 wheel brakes which proved quite adequate and efficient! 

 

All the body cladding was removed and thrown away and the car clad in aluminium. I was able to obtain a replace-

ment for the gearbox which was on its "Last-legs" but cannot remember where that box came from!! The radiator 

needed repairs which was done by Wade Motors of Hamilton who in those far-off days had a radiator repair 

bloke. The clutch plate needed re-surfacing öS were the four brake shoes,. I had S Sankey wheels which came with 

the car and could be cleaned up to be used and the original petrol tank was holding fuel which surprised me I had 

the magneto converted to Coil which never gave me a moments hesitation after this. The starter motor was very 

feeble so all starts were done by the handle in the front! 

 

At this time I was living in Horwitz St and shortly after this I sold that house and purchased a home in Elva Ave. arid 

this was some distance from my pharmacy in Gray st.so I pressed The Swift into action and drove it to work 5 days 

a week for the next 19 years!! The Pharmacy had garage at the rear of the business which was great! 

The Swift really was most Even on frosty mornings would flood the carby, turn the engine over with the handle a 

couple of times , set the throttle a little then turn an the coil and it would start on the first pull of the handle! On 

one frosty morning I had a look at the water in the top of the radiator and there was the Odd ice cube floating! In 

all those 19 years of daily service the only problem I had was a broken half shaft. I don't know where I got a replace-

ment from! 

After 19 years I pensioned the Swift off and took over my daily commuting With the Essex 4A most reliable car also 

but a lot faster! 

During the Swift’s time I ran several times on car club rallies eg- Lake Bolac, Portland, Halls Gap, Coleraine. At 10pm 

one fine night two of us came up that hill on the Hamilton side Of Coleraine all the way in top gear and on full re-

tard and came over the top at 18mph still in top! What a car! 

Some of these light English cars such as the Swift often get poor "iress"in a lot of writings! 

However I cannot speak highly enough of "Old Faithful" my Swift—What a reliable motor car it was!! 

Lloyd Hocking. 

 

We hope that our advertisers can 

weather the current closures and down-

turn in business. Hopefully we can  

support them and shop locally. 

ADVERTISERS  
Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  
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ADVERTISERS  

Club members please support our club advertisers. They support our club.  


