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Committee 2014-2015  
PRESIDENT: 
  

Doug Palmer/Jan  55721070 

VICE PRESIDENT: 
   

Richard Neaves/Pam 55 711340    
richard.neaves@bigpond.com 

SECRETARY:  
PUBLIC OFFICER 
  

John Barke/Jenni 55724519   0427724519 
johnbarke@hotkey.net.au 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
  

Richard Neaves / Pam 
  

55 711340    
richard.neaves@bigpond.com 

TREASURER:                    
  

Kaye Jenkins / Reg  
  

55 723058 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:
  

Graeme Ralph/Betty  0418344390  55711454 
  

  
SUPPER COORDINATOR 
  

Norm Gravestocks/Betty 55724306 

CLUB CAPTAINS Michael Woodward/Caroline 
 
Jim Ford 
  

55721809  0428319530 
  
 55734508      0419 734508 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:     
  
  

Lorraine Wilson / Peter 
  

Ph. 55 724572 or 0427724572 
peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com 

  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
  

 John Corcoran, Graeme Ralph, 
Jeff Schurmann,  Chris Watt  
Jim Ford 

  

FEDERATION  REPS 
  

Graeme Ralph  Doug Palmer 
  

  

WELFARE OFFICER Betty Ralph 55711454 Please contact if you know of an illness, death 
or any special occasion. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 
  

John Corcoran  Peter Wilson 
Norm Gravestocks Graeme Ralph  
Ern Polack   Denis Polack 
Richard Neaves Secretary 

CLUB LIBRARIAN 
Dennis Belcher 55734517 

PERMIT RENEWALS 
  

Richard Neaves, John Corcoran     
Graeme Ralph 

John’s mobile- 0409850676 

 

Club meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month, excl. Dec Jan. at the 
Club rooms at the Pastoral Museum Ballarat Road Hamilton unless otherwise advised 

in the monthly newsletter 7.30 for 8pm 
  

MEMBERS CURRENTLY ON CLUB RED PLATES WILL HAVE RECEIVED LOG BOOKS FOR THE NEW PERMIT SCHEME. YOU WILL NO LONGER REQUIRE 
PERMITS FOR USING YOUR CAR AS LONG AS YOU COMPLETE THE LOG BOOK. YOU MUST ALSO BE AFINANCIAL MEMBER OF OUR CLUB AND HAVE 

COMPLETED THE INFORMATION FORM AND RETURNED IT TO THE SECRETARY. 
  

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily official Club views 
  

NEWSLETTER 
Please submit articles for the newsletter by the first Friday of the month. Please note articles submitted after this 

date may not appear in the following newsletter 
Emailed articles preferred 

peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com    Please put Hamilton VVC in subject 

Members welcome to attend newsletter production night on second Friday of the month at the clubrooms commencing at 6.30pm 

mailto:richard.neaves@bigpond.com
mailto:johnbarke@hotkey.net.au
mailto:johnbarke@hotkey.net.au
mailto:richard.neaves@bigpond.com
mailto:peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com
mailto:peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com
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CLUB CALENDAR 2015 

ALSO SEE CLUB CAPTAIN NOTES FOR MORE DETAILS 
  

February  20 General meeting—Our guest speaker will be Mr Frank Gummow who will re-

count some fascinating anecdotes of the life and times of his late father-in-law 

Mr. J R Slorach.  J R Slorach is best remembered by Hamiltonians as the 

owner and operator of Slorach Autos, and this coupled with ventures into the 

grocery business and his  community involvement makes a fascinating story. 

 22 February Car Club Run, The Mountains 10:00am for 10:30 Sawpit Reserve  
Lunch wood fired BBQ at Mt Clay  Proceed home towards Fitzroy River mouth 
for Afternoon tea BYO everything. Be mindful of Fire bans. 

 25 Mid week run.  We will meet at our club rooms at 1.15 pm for a 1.30 depar-
ture. We will proceed to the Hamilton airport via Leura Lane. At the airport 
We will have talk on the operation of the fire water bombers ( providing no 
fires) We will then head for Dunkeld where we will have afternoon tea at Dun-
keld Delights 35 William St Dunkeld. 
 On returning to Hamilton we again meet for a take away at the club rooms. 

March 6 Newsletter deadline 

 13 Newsletter production 

 20 General meeting—Visit to Trotters Coaches Andrew Street 

 20-22 Weekend run to Apollo Bay, staying Friday to Sunday. Chris and Rita 
White have made some tentative plans for this weekend.  

POSTPONED 

 22 No run  scheduled due to Federation Picnic 

 25 Mid week run  

 29 Mortlake Federation Picnic Club run Leave clubrooms @9am 

BBQ/Sandwiches etc available there 

April 1 Newsletter deadline 

 9 Newsletter production 

 17 Meeting at clubrooms 

April 19 Bilston’s Tree Dergholm Pub for woodfired pizza for lunch 

 24-26 Leanne Barber’s proposed weekend Over the Border see article 

May  15 Meeting at clubrooms 

 17 Annual club Concours, and the Hamilton Pastoral Museum open day. 

June 2015 5– 8 Annual Queen’s Birthday Rally—SAVE THE DATE 
We will be looking for marshals, donation of food for morning/afternoon 
tea and happy hour and breakfast cooks on the Monday. 

INVITATION EVENTS 2015 
Also see some brochures and reports later in the newsletter for details or other events. 

February 19–21  Ballarat Swap Meet http://www.ballaratswapmeet.com.au/ 

March  14 Portland Vintage Car Club have invited anyone who is interested, to come to 
the opening of the extension to the Portland Powerhouse Motor Museum. 
Entry to the Museum is “free” for this day, and it will be open from 10am to 
4pm. VIP parking will be provided for any members taking their cars. Arrival 
time can be your decision, however, you may wish to be there for the ribbon 
cutting ceremony at 2pm, and then join in the afternoon tea. Please contact 
John Barke, 0427724519, if you wish to attend as they need numbers for ca-
tering. 

 21 Balmoral Show 7:30am—6:00pm http://balmoralevents.com.au  

March  26-29 Australian Motoring Festival Melbourne Showgrounds 

April  12 Show us Your Wheels and Toys Cavendish Recreation Reserve from 10am 

 19 Swan Hill Swap Meet  

May  2 Federation meeting hosted by Deniliquin Collectors Club 

 17 National Motoring Day 

August 14-16 WDHVV Geelong Rally Entry Forms available  

Federation Events and Information 
Please visit their website  www.federation.asn.au  
This website has quite a list of coming events around Victoria. 
  

http://balmoralevents.com.au/
http://www.federation.asn.au
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/files/logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bendigoswaponline.com/&usg=__TUC2gFZhFHAEihQQxhUa-PcRD5w=&h=176&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&sig2=w7mUH5ctwbH_SPLswBAViQ&zoom=1&tbnid=cbu5-em9BawlUM:&tbnh
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Well here we are into 2015 and off to a 

flying start with an excellent attendance at 

our first 
Club function when over twenty car loads 
of members set out on a short journey 
which, according to Michael, Caroline and 
Jim, would have taken us via Lake Eyre. 

Once again we travelled via back roads that many of us did not 
know existed and a lot of fun was had by all. See my report for 
the full story. 
 
It was great to see two proposed New Members take part in 
their immaculate 1970 Volkswagen (they have since joined the 
Club) so a hearty welcome to Fiona McLeod and partner. It 
seems that the dusty roads we traversed on the day didn't put 
them off. 
 
Our Club Captains have done a great job in taking us to some 

unusual places over their first six months in office and we look 

forward to some great adventures in the coming months. 
 
The long awaited new regulations on the Club Permit System 
have arrived from Vicroads and have been discussed by Com-
mittee. It will entail a lot more paper work for the Club but at 
least it lays out in detail what is expected of us when we allow 
NEW cars into our fraternity.  
 
The good thing about the new regulations is that it only applies 
TO VEHICLES THAT ENTER THE CPS AFTER MARCH 30th 
of this year. What needs to be pointed out is that vehicles al-
ready on the CPS are expected to be maintained in top condi-
tion by their owners. 
 
The Committee has also decided that ANY new vehicle joining 

the Club MUST have a Roadworthy Certificate submitted with 

the membership application to take away the chances of any 
future legal proceedings against our Club Permit Officers. 
 
It has also been decided that NO MODIFIED Vehicle (outside 
the new Permit Conditions) will be allowed onto Club Records. 
 
In the words of Federation “this CPS is our special system and 
WE are expected to look after it”. 
 
I hope you had a great Christmas and I look forward to seeing 
you in this New Year at our club meetings and monthly outings. 
 
Doug Palmer 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
The Club members would like to welcome Fiona McLeod and 
Darryl McBeth into our group, together with their immaculate 
l970 Volkswagen, and look forward to their company at future 
Club events. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Captain Report 
February Car Club Run, Sunday February 22

nd
 :  

Trip to Saw Pit Picnic area for BYO BBQ lunch, then on to the 
mouth of the Fitzroy River for BYO afternoon tea.  

Please gather at 10am for a 10.15 departure to the Saw Pit Pic-
nic Ground near Heywood. This area was burnt during the Nar-
rawong fires, but the picnic area has been rebuilt (with toilets), 
the bush is regenerating and the area is very pleasant. Wood 
fired BBQ fireplaces are available for those of you who wish to 
burn some sausages. Otherwise bring some sandwiches, drinks 
and chairs. 

After lunch we will depart, via Goolwa, for the mouth of another 
important river- the Fitzroy River. We will have afternoon tea 
here- BYO afternoon tea and chairs. There is a very pleasant 
walk to the mouth of the river and if the day is sunny, a paddle in 
the river might be suitable. 

When it is time to depart for home, you can go home either via 
Port Fairy or via Bessiebelle and Macarthur. 

Please contact Michael Woodward on 0428319530 if you have 
any questions regarding this run. 

Mid week run Wednesday 25th February 

Today we will meet at our club rooms at 1.15 pm for a 1.30 
departure. We will proceed to the Hamilton airport via Leura 
Lane. At the airport we will have talk on the operation of the fire 
water bombers ( providing no fires) 
 We will then head for Dunkeld where we will have afternoon 
tea at Dunkeld Delights 35 William St Dunkeld. 
 On returning to Hamilton we again meet for a take away at the 
club rooms. 
 

Saturday March 14:  

Portland Vintage Car Club have invited anyone who is interest-
ed, to come to the opening of the extension to the Portland Pow-
erhouse Motor Museum. Entry to the Museum is “free” for this 
day, and it will be open from 10am to 4pm. VIP parking will be 
provided for any members taking their cars. Arrival time can be 
your decision, however, you may wish to be there for the ribbon 
cutting ceremony at 2pm, and then join in the afternoon tea. 
Please contact John Barke, 0427724519, if you wish to attend 
as they need numbers for catering. 

 

March Car Club Run, Sunday March 29:  

Car Club run to the Federation picnic at Mortlake. Further details 
in coming newsletters. 

 

April Car Club Run, Sunday April 19:  

Run to Bilston’s Tree then on to the Dergholm Pub for wood 
fired pizza lunch. Further details in coming newsletters. 

 

May Car Club Run, Sunday May 17:  

Annual club Concourse, and the Hamilton Pastoral Mu-
seum open day. 

 

Michael Woodward and Jim Ford 

 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 



 

Hamilton and District Veteran, Vintage and Classic Driver’s Club Newsletter February 2015                                            5  

EDITORIAL 

Some time ago I wrote about the history of our 

1924 Dodge Business Sedan. We had made 

the acquaintance of  Miss Jean Greenwood, 

grand daughter of the original owner. Jean 

was born in 1923 and had many happy child-

hood memories of riding in her grandfather’s 

Dodge. Sadly Jean passed away last year and 

we will miss the  delightful conversation that 

we had with Jean when visiting her at a 

Wheelers Hill retirement centre. 

Meanwhile I have to report that the Dodge is 

back on the road again after an extended rest 

with a broken crown wheel. I was fortunate to 

obtain a good second hand crown wheel from 

Swan Hill and a pinion which, when cleaned 

up, was not so good. Luckily the pinion in the 

car was not damaged and the two items were 

able to be matched together. 

John Corcoran was a great help with his ex-

pertise and his dial indicator and with patience 

and perseverance we were able to adjust the 

backlash, endplay and mesh to get a satisfac-

tory print of bearing blue on the teeth of both 

crownwheel and pinion.  

The Dodge design dates from 1914 when the 

axles were fully floating. By 1924 the axles 

had become semi floating. The whole set up is 

well engineered with detailed instructions in 

the owners’ handbook including all clearances 

and tolerances and the step by step procedure 

to be followed to attain a satisfactory outcome.  

Now we are back on the road we thank every-

one for their care and concern and we look 

forward to sharing the delights that the Club 

has in store for us all in the future 

We hope the Dodge will allow us many more 

happy miles in memory of Jean Greenwood 

Graeme Ralph 

 

Driverless cars 

Driverless cars are one of the mainstays of science 

fiction, featured in films like I, Robot and Minority 

Report—not to mention 1980s television classic 

Knight Rider. There are currently quite a few projects 

to develop a driverless car, but perhaps the most 

promising is helmed by search engine giant Google, 

which has retrofitted at least 10 different vehicles to 

pilot themselves. The Google project has proven an 

enormous success—after logging over 300,000 

miles on active roads, there have only been two inci-

dents, one where the vehicle was being manually 

controlled by a human, and another where the vehi-

cle was struck by another motorist. The implications 

of this technology are astonishing. Car accidents, 

which claim the lives of tens of thousands of people 

each year in the United States alone, would 

be virtually eliminated by factoring out human error. 

No longer would drunken, elderly, or youthfully reck-

less drivers cause deaths. Sending a text message 

from behind the wheel would not be a potential fatali-

ty. Those afflicted by blindness or paralysis would 

likely be able to drive. As things stand, the future 

looks bright for autonomous cars, with several au-

tomakers expecting to roll out driverless models by 

2020.  

Car Facts  

In 2010 it was estimated that there were over 1 

billion vehicles in the world, up from half a billion 

in 1986. The number of cars on the road contin-

ues to increase rapidly year on year especially in 

developing countries such as India and China.  

http://www.businessinsider.com/googles-self-driving-cars-get-in-their-first-accident-2011-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/googles-self-driving-cars-get-in-their-first-accident-2011-8
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/10/science/10google.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/29/business/economy/29view.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/india.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/china.html
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GENERAL MEETING FEB 20th 2015. Our Guest Speaker will be Mr Frank Gummow who will share many anecdotes of 

the life  and times of his late father in law J R Slorach. J R left his Dodge Dealership in Wentworth NSW in 1926 and set 

up the business of Slorach Autos in Hamilton. Then follows a story of business success and entrepreneurial flair which is 

an important and integral part of the history of Hamilton.  

 

 

 

Club Captain’s 

Report  

GENERAL MEETING FEB 20th 2015.  

Our Guest Speaker will be Mr Frank Gummow who 

will share many anecdotes of the life  and times of 

his late father in law J R Slorach. J R left his Dodge 

Dealership in Wentworth NSW in 1926 and set up 

the business of Slorach Autos in Hamilton. Then 

follows a story of business success and entrepre-

neurial flair which is an important and integral part 

of the history of Hamilton.  

 

Leeanne Barber and friends have organised a weekend just over the boarder to Penola 
and Mount Gambier. 

  
When:  Friday April 24,  meet at 12:30 for lunch at Say Grace, Casterton. 

Travel to Penola, wine tasting at Wynn 's 4pm, selected wines for those interested with cheese platters, $5 per head if you would like to partake. 
Dinner at Penola Hotel. 

Bed and breakfast at a Motel in Penola. 
  

Saturday April 25.  Drive to Mount Gambier for ANZAC parade at 10am.  Lunch around town wherever you like.  Aquifer Tour at 2pm,  $4 if you 
would like to participate.  Dinner and motel in Mount Gambier. 

  
Sunday April 26.  Return to Penola for morning tea, browsing, art gallery,  etc. 

  
Home whenever it suits you. 

  
If you are interested in joining this trip for the weekend ring/ text Leeanne on 0438 786 261 or email  lmbelstree@hotmail.com  

mailto:lmbelstree@hotmail.com
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Minutes General Meeting of the Hamilton & 

District V.V.C. Drivers Club Inc 

No official meeting in December 

 
CLUB CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 
 

What a great finish to the 2014 year. Some 23 car loads of 

members assembled for my President's Run event on Sunday, 
14"‘ December. As this was a ‘surprise event’ members were 
handed an information brochure as they drove away from the 
Clubroom. 
 
We travelled out the Port Fairy Road until we reached the 
turnoff to Branxholme, near North Byaduk,turned right and 
continued on to the 'Lyne Homestead’ Bluestone gateway, 
travelled two kilometers down the dirt entrance road before 
descending again to the side of the Lyne Creek where the lovely 
old Bluestone home is situated. 
 
The Lyne property was originally settled on a Squatting Lease 
held by Alexander Lang and George Elms which in 1848 was 
subdivided into 'Lyne' and 'Euremete' . The property we were 
visiting passed through many hands until Mr. William Stewart 
purchased it in l866 and built a small bluestone house on the 
site. The existing house was added to the original in l876 and 
the Stewart Family have owned, and worked it, ever since. It 
was interesting to note that the bluestone used in the building 
both houses came from the Mortlake area and the logistics of 
getting those heavy blocks to North Byaduk must have been a 
nightmare back in 1866. 
 
On our arrival Mr. Robert Stewart, and his two visiting sisters, 
gave a very interesting talk on the history of living on the 
property in the early days and then gave us an escorted tour of 
all the old buildings still standing, such as the old laundry and 
store room, the old two-roomed school house, the original 
bluestone shearing shed and the old shearers' quarters. 
 
After spending just over an hour on the property we thanked our 
hosts for their generosity in allowing us to look around this very 
old homestead and journeyed back to the Clubroom for the Club 
Xmas Function. 
 
The attendance of 63 of our members for the evening meal was 
very pleasing to see and the array of salads and sweets 
provided by our wonderful ladies fair made your mouth water. 
John Barke had done a great job in laying out the decorated 
tables and making sure that everyone had plenty of plates and 
glasses on which to enjoy the coming meal and have a 
refreshing drink. 
 
John Corcoran and Reg Jenkins cooked the meat, with the help 
of Jenny C., (hamburgers and made by Reg.) and as soon as 
the ladies laid out the salads everybody made a beeline for the 
snags and burgers as they arrived . The sound of happy voices 
echoed throughout the room as all tucked in, and even came 
back for seconds. 
 

With the main meal consumed the wonderful Club Ladies 
cleared away the battered remains of the salads and set up the 
amazing array of sweets on offer. It wasn’t long before the lines 
of happy faces were wandering back to the tables with dishes 

full to overflowing with all manner of beautiful delights to finish 

off the meal. Not many were capable of coming back for more. 
 

Following the meal the old silver-haired gentleman (me) donned 
his Santa hat and soon had all those present dipping into the 
‘Kris Kringle’ boxes to try their luck with the variety of offerings. 
 

This worked out very well as there was only one present left and 
I claimed it as mine. 
 

It was great to see the number of members that pitched in (men 
especially) and cleaned up the tables, washed the dishes and 
generally left the rooms in its pre-function condition. 
 

I thank you all for your great company, help, and friendship in 
making this another of the wonderful functions enjoyed by our 
great club. 
 

Doug Palmer 
 

 

 

 

 

Members enjoying the 
Christmas cheer  
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 THIS IS MY CAR  
 

When is a 1952 MG not a 1952 MG??? 

About 12 years ago in a general discussion with my Brother-In-Law Peter, he mentioned in passing that his Uncle had an MG on 

blocks at his Grandmother’s house.  I replied as all car people do, “If he ever wants to sell it let me know”.  At this stage, I didn’t 

even know what type of MG it was and no more was said about it. 

5 years later, I had forgotten all about it when out of the blue one day Peter told me over the dinner table, My Uncle wants to sell 

the MG.  I think my reply was “What MG?”  Anyway our conversation continued – still not knowing what model we discussed its 

condition and initial price. The car had since been moved to a self-storage shed and Peter was sick of paying the monthly fee 

and having to chase his Uncle for the money.  I remember Peter stating that it needed lots of work, was in very bad condition and 

not running, it had been laid up on blocks since 1974.  We agreed a time in the next month to go and have a look. 

It was within the month that I excitedly arrived at the storage yard – yet with little expectations. I then had my Indiana Jones mo-

ment when the storage door went up, the dust settled and there before me was a fully complete bumper to bumper MGTD.  And 

when I say complete, hood, side curtains, tonneau cover, aero screen, fiberglass hard-top, spares, paperwork. After advice from 

John CORCORAN on what to look for – I checked the door closure and rocked the scuttle from side to side which all indicated 

the wood was in good condition. The engine was fully complete and turned over, gearbox had full movement – I thought this was 

in poor condition?   With the heart beating a little faster, I made my offer which was well below the initial asking price and a week 

later the offer was accepted (What???). 

So I became the owner of what was last registered in the 70’s as a 1952 MGTD. 

She spent the next 5 years in various garages as I didn’t have a driveway let alone a garage and spending my finances on other 

hobbies she didn’t get a lot of attention other than being revived for a very short time in about 2010. With a new battery & divert-

ed fuel line she fired up on the second go with all electrics fully functional including the horn.  Eventually finding her way to Hamil-

ton, about 2 years ago I gave dad the nod to get her re-commissioned. 

Brakes, fuel tank, handbrake, radiator, hoses, re-attaching the period bucket seats, fixing up the modified tunnel, new tyres and 

usual motor work – fuel pump, water pump, gaskets etc. – one fine day with a turn of the key and a pull of the starter. She came 

back to life.  After some slowly increasing in length test runs – we decided to have the head re-done.  I had my first ever drive at 

the 2014 Queens Birthday Rally and she ran very well.  At the moment due to some coughing & spluttering the twin SU ’s are in 

Melbourne being re-built. 

I intend to leave the TD in as-found condition.  Over the years until 1974 it has been modified with period bucket seats, period 

sports steering wheel, a change in colour from old English White to its current red and re-fitted with an engine from an MGY 

Tourer with hot cam.  We believe at one stage it was being set up/modified for racing but didn’t progress very far. 

Just a couple of days ago I found out through the MD TD Register  that the MG was not a 1952 model but in fact a very early 

production 1950 TD, Chassis 1294 built in April 1950 which makes her a little bit rarer than first thought.  With a bit of luck she 

will be back on the road late Jan 2015 for a bit of warm weather motoring. 

To all those who assisted in the re-commissioning of the TD, thankyou.  I would especially like to acknowledge the assistance 

advice and work John CORCORAN has done with the TD to get her back on the road. John your never ceasing advice and me-

chanical abilities are always appreciated.  Without you over the past 40+ years , I don’t think dad or I would have a car on the 

road.  You are the reason this hobby is so much fun even if so bloody expensive.. Cheers  Jason PALMER 

All members are invited to submit details of their Club Car history, restoration, special features 
etc. 
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EXHAUST NOTES 

  In recent months we have had several milestones 

reached by members which include the significant birth-

days of Michael Woodward and Gus Kuilboer (both 60 

years young) and Trevor Schultz and Chris Cole who are 

way ahead of the young blokes by ten short years. 

Meanwhile Lyn Dawson has also celebrated a special 

birthday somewhere in between the gents mentioned 

above. 

Barry and Carol Walter have welcomed grandson Henry 

so the VW Kombi will be handy transport for the growing 

clan. 

On a sad note we have extended condolences of the 

club to former member Cliff Hurley on the passing of 

Margaret. 

Roger Moodie came to attention last November when the 

Rolls Royce “Failed to Proceed.” We have also learnt (as 

has Roger) that even Rolls Royce’s don’t run on water! 

Mark Rye took a trip to the Orford Vintage Display and is 

still trying to decide if he can save power and money by 

convincing Lorraine to keep fit whist operating the hand 

cranked shearing plant. 

Some of our members visited the January Lake Pertobe 

Display in Warrnambool. It was a comprehensive display 

as usual and Dennis Dawson managed to snap up a 

very smart 1988 Mercedes two door saloon in the pro-

cess. 

There could be a nice red Triumph TR7 on the market 

soon (see advertisement.) 

Condolences to Carolyn and Jeff Shurmann on the pass-

ing of Carolyn’s mother (Phyllis Ross) 

It has been noticed in a recent edition of the ‘Spectator’ 
that Vicki & Graeme Smith have suffered the loss of 
Vicki's Mother (Mrs. Thornton) and the thoughts of our 
club members go out to you both and your family at this 
sad time. 
 

BENDIGO SWAP 2014 

The 2014 Swap was again a well conducted and 

successful event and a credit to the many volun-

teers from Clubs affiliated with Federation and the 

tireless workers of the Bendigo Club. 

Our Club Site was well patronised and several 

member took the opportunity to sell off some bar-

gains. Trading on the Saturday was quite brisk with 

pleasant weather. Overnight rain, however, damp-

ened the enthusiasm of the crowd somewhat and 

by lunchtime on Sunday the procession through the 

exit gate was steady. 

A feature of the weekend was a comprehensive dis-

play of Dodge vehicles to mark the centenary of the 

production of the first Dodge Brothers Motor vehi-

cle. 

Dodge Brothers, John and Horace had manufac-

tured components for Henry Ford and when they 

made their own car they were overwhelmed with 

requests from people wanting to become Dodge 

dealers. The term “Dodge Dependability” became 

the company slogan. ( Many Dodge owners will 

hold this to be a truism most of the time!) 

Our Club site is booked again for 2015. It’s there for 

the benefit of all members. 

 

When you’re 60 you start bragging about your age. 

How else are you going to get your senior dis-

counts?  

Turning 60? Look on the bright side: you’re still 

younger than Mick Jagger.  

Turning 60 has nothing to do with performance – 

just the speed of performance.  

Will you still need me, will you 

still feed me, when I’m sixty-

four?  

If age is only in the mind, 

someone should tell that to my 

bones.  
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JANUARY AFTERNOON RUN 
Sunday 18*“, 2015 Doug Palmer 
 
Wow! what a turn out for our first Run for 2015. In what 
usually is a time when most are away on holidays some 
21 cars containing 39 Club members gathered for the 
afternoon outing organised by our Club Captains. 
 
As Michael had warned we would eventually get there 
via Lake Eyre so we headed off in the direction of Pens-
hurst and tumed off the highway at Petschell's Lane trav-
elling several back roads to eventually arrive at Lake Lin-
lithgow which is once again dry. Michael had contemplat-
ed taking us out onto the lake bed (as we had done so 
many years ago) but he was a bit worried that the top 
crust would not support the cars at this early stage in the 
summer season. 
 
From here we exited the parking area, turned towards 
Chatsworth, passed Lake Bullrush (with water in it, but I 
am sure the swans and ducks could actually touch the 
bottom) and turned left heading towards Dunkeld via 
more back roads. 
 
On reaching the Penshurst/ Cavendish Roads intersec-
tion, just prior to Dunkeld, we crossed the main road and 
travelled on to Freshwater Lake Reserve, a very pictur-
esque spot at the foot of the nearby mountains for a nice 
afternoon tea and a ‘family circle‘ chit-chat. 
 
Following this we got back into the cars and travelled via 

more back roads back to Hamilton to finally assemble on 

the shores Lake Hamilton for an evening of fish and 

chips, or whatever! 
 
A very enjoyable afternoon’s outing thoroughly enjoyed 
by those in attendance. 
 
Michael & Caroline Woodward and Jim Ford - 1973 Rov-
er 
Doug Palmer & John Barke - 1978 Falcon 
Arthur & Glenys Hole - 1966 Ford Mustang 
Ian Clarke - 1954 Ford Zephyr 
Ed. & Carol Baudinette - 1956 Austin A40 
Bert & Janet Hutchins - 1979 Holden Ute. 
Chris & Sharon Watt - 1971 Falcon 
Keith & Rae Loh - 2000 Mazda MX5 
David & Jane Falkenberg - 1978 Torana 
Chris Cole - 1963 MG B 
Robert Fraser - 1939 Ford Deluxe 
Geoff & Eileen Graham - 1975 Jaguar XJ 6 
Les & Lesley Toohey - 1961 Jaguar Mk.ll 
Robert Martin — 1949 MG TC 
John & Leeanne Barber - 1951 Holden 
Glen Humphries & Family - 1962 Mini 
John & Jean McFarlane - 1982 Jaguar XJ 6 
Denis & Glemiis Polack - 1935 Austin 10 
Mark & Lorraine Rye - 1967 Jaguar 340 
Graeme Smith - 1967 MG B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Line up of cars at Lake Linlithgow and outside 
Clubrooms 
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This and That 

I was recently watching one of my fa-

vourite TV programs, Hercule Poirot, the 

Belgium detective. 

It was one of the very early programs 

which was set in 1917 in England . 1917 

was of course during the First World 

War. Poirot has had to leave Belgium 

because of the invasion of the Germans 

and has sought refuge in a very nice 

English country village and is staying in 

accommodation together with 7 or 8 of 

his fellow countrymen. This is where he meets his ”associate” 

Captain Hastings for the first time. In 1917 Hastings is having 

leave after being wounded and is visiting a wealthy friend of his 

for a few days. At this stage he is Lieutenant Hastings! Hastings 

is staying at a very large country house and the lady in charge 

with all the money is murdered and of course this is a signal for 

Poirot to join the investigation. 

The scenery is absolutely magnificent, but the motor cars even 

more so! Lieut. Hastings is picked up at the railway station by 

his friend (son of the soon to be murdered lady) driving a beau-

tiful single seater Daimler roadster c.1914 ,hood down, and 

motoring along at a good rate of speed and blowing quite an 

amount of smoke out the exhaust which made it one of the 

sleeve valve models. Later on the family car makes its appear-

ance and this is a large c .1914 Landelaulet bodied Daimler. 

Later on in the program Inspector Japp pays a visit with other 

London policemen driving a brass radiator T model Ford, 4 seat 

touring model. ( The police know their station in life—hence the 

T Ford! !) 

Later on in the show Poirot has to make a quick trip from Lon-

don back to the crime scene ancl for this he hires a 4 Seater 

Standard tourer of about 1913 vintage which is chauffeur driv-

en . Poirot is in a great hurry and he tries frequently to urge the 

driver on to faster speeds--- the car looks as though it may hit 

40mph on occasions! 

The big thing about this episode, to my mind, is the authenticity 

of everything. Everything is spot on for the period.—All the right 

cars and ages and the behaviour of the people in high places, 

the workers, the policemen --- all in their correct ”social posi-

tions" for the time!—And what scenery- Thatched cottages, very 

large country seats, rolling green mowed lawns , country lanes 

etc etc. It must have cost a lot of money to put this episode to 

air! All episodes of Poirot which I have seen are all very accu-

rate to the periods in which they are set! 

The Club had a very enjoyable recent Wednesday run to 

Byaduk,and Macarthur via some quite different back roads. I 

checked all the “levels" on the 30/98 and picked up Bob Martin 

and met with members at our Club Room at 1.30pm. After a 

chat or two we climbed aboard the Vauxhall ( like a lot of vin-

tage cars I feel as though I sit on the car not in it—If you are a 

passenger in the back seat at speed—the car cruises comforta-

bly at 100-110 km/h- you would have to hold on tight if hitting 

bumps as you could be ejectedll) After some pleasant back 

roads and scenery we came to Byaduk via. the road which 

goes past the old swimming pool—(Often swam there 65 years 

ago) . At Byaduk we had a tour over Coral & Mal.Shepherd’s 

collection of period clothes and displays of interesting things 

old! 

At Byaduk, I was most interested to look over Roger Moodie’s 

vintage Rolls Royce Landaulet . A Landaulet body is one which 

has a sedan body, but the passengers in the rear seats are 

able to lower the area above them like a touring body.—If you 

are in the back seats you can have open motoring in the sun-

shine, and cover up when wet and windy!. The Rolls also has a 

very roomy rear compartment with 2 jump seats which fold very 

neatly into the rear of the front seats! The car has a real upper-

class feel about it. The driver sits up front in the normal position 

separated from the occupants of the back by a glass partition 

and vocal intercourse between the two is conducted by a 

speaking tube!—The driver must be kept in his place! The Rolls 

is very well restored with all the extra bits and pieces which 

would take a long time to find, such as door pulls, these look 

like ivory, door locks etc. etc. all in place. A most desirable mo-

tor! 

On the journey from Byaduk to Macarthur via a back road or 

two the Rolls slowed to a halt a couple of times and the diagno-

ses from John Corcoran and a couple of other urgers (myself 

included) was a lack of fuel.—could have been a little dirt in the 

vacuum tank or running out of petrol! Roger did cop a bit of 

flack about running out of petrol ---also l understand he had 

trouble identifying the difference between water and petrol--- 

Still he took all this ”flack” in good humour! 

He did eventually arrive in Macarthur after administrations from 

Geoff .The Rolls Royce in company with all expensive cars of 

the 192O’s has a 4 speed right-hand side gear change together 

with the hand—brake. A lovely restored and desirable motor. 

We had a pleasant stop at the Macarthur tea-rooms where we 

partook of coffee and sponge cake and slices. Very tasty. 

The 30/98 performed well on the rally—l drove down and Bob 

drove home. Both of us went mostly well with the 4 speed crash 

gear box and the car boomed along well! The Vauxhall 30/98 

hand book instructs drivers not to rev up too much in each gear 

(4 of them) but to achieve top gear fairly soon as the car has so 

much torque that top gear will handle most gradients. 

I have just returned from the Geelong Sprints, where I compet-

ed with my Austin7/Renault race car. From memory l first com-

peted there about 25 or 26 years ago. Back in those days it was 

much more laid-back. l would take Mary with me and we would 

stay at a motel in Geelong, have a meal out and on the Sunday 

morning l would rise early, head for the track and park the car 

about half a block away, unload the car and with the help of a 

marshal! or two get a push start and drive down to the pit area 

where l would park, then book in with licence and entry and 

soon be scrutineered and after a drivers meeting l would be 

right for the day! Mary, in the meantime would have risen a little 

later and caught a train to Melbourne where she would have a 

day with our daughter Jane and then l would pick Mary up at 

the station on my way home! 

The event is basically the same these days except there are far 

more entries, people, officials, things to see. Will report on more 

in the next ”This and That” 

Lloyd Hocking. 

Check out this site for all cars 

used in the Poirot series 

http://www.imcdb.org/movie_94525-

Poirot.html                      

1913 Daimler Cranmore Landaulette   

http://www.imcdb.org/movie_94525-Poirot.html
http://www.imcdb.org/movie_94525-Poirot.html
http://www.imcdb.org/vehicles_make-Daimler.html
http://www.imcdb.org/vehicles_make-Daimler_model-Cranmore.html
http://www.imcdb.org/vehicles_make-Daimler_model-Cranmore+Landaulette.html
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FOR SALE 

1985 DATSUN 180B 

ONE OWNER SHEDDED LAST  

15 YEARS 

PRICE NEGOTIABLE 

CONTACT BRENTON RHOOK 

55722629 

FOR SALE – 1978 Triumph TR7 Coupe.   

Sliding factory fabric roof.  Good condition throughout 

and has been recently repainted.  Twin carburettors 

have been reconditioned and the car runs very well. 

Been owned 10 years and genuine reason for 

sale.  wo complete spare engines (including ancillar-

ies) and a spare gearbox.  RWC is available if re-

quired at the asking price. $6900.00.  Dennis Dawson 

0417328622.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1989 Mercedes Benz 260E, sedan, W124 Series, 

white with immaculate tan interior.  Has two months 

registration.  Lovely car to drive and is in good me-

chanical condition for age however it does need 

some minor attention to bring it back to its best.  We 

have owned the car for 14 years and it has been re-

placed by another of the same model with very low 

kms.  Genuine sale and will only sell to someone who 

will care for it as these are the last of the very genu-

ine German built E class cars. Will be very collect-

able.  $2000.00. Dennis Dawson 0417328622     

Notice of meetings 

Hamilton & District Veteran Vintage & Classic 
Drivers Club 

Notice of General Meeting at “Hamilton Vin-
tage Garage” 

Hiller Lane,  Hamilton  3300 

February 20th 2015  at 8.00 pm 

Welcome 

Apologies 

Minutes 

Business arising 

Correspondence In & Out 

Club Captains’ Report 

Rally Report 

Federation Report 

General Business 

New Member applications 

Guest Speaker / Special presentations  
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 Ted Spencer Vintage Car and Collectable 
Auction – Sunday December 14

th
 2014. 

Rita and I decided to travel to Hamilton to attend the Car 
Club’s Christmas Party and catch up with you all prior to the 
Christmas break. 
However, it was brought to our attention in the Weekly Times, 
Hamilton Spectator and through various other sources that the 
entire lifetime collection of Ted & Maisy Spencer would be 
auctioned on December 14th. 
 
For the benefit of newer members, prior to the establishment 
of our club in 1970, there were very few country ‘Veteran & 
Vintage Car Clubs’ and cars younger than 1930 were then 
seen as too modern.  
A major club was one in Mt Gambier so this was supported 
strongly by those living in the South West. Many of our foun-
dation early members were in this club including Ed & Margot 
Waters, Noel Cox, Jack & Dorothy Dowling, Clarrie Davis, 
Peter & Jan Roberts and Ted & Maisy Spencer. 
 
It was after a common site in the district, especially in the mid 
to late sixties to see the 1927 Chev. (Waters), 1923 Vauxhall 
23/60 tourer, 1927 Lancia (Noel Cox), 1923 Studebaker 
(Dowlings) and Rolls Royce P1 (Spencers) all over the West-
ern District covering many miles without much back up in 
those days (no mobile phones or other services then!) 
 
My earliest encounter with this stalwart group  (before the new 
road opened to The Grampians), was on the side of the road 
having afternoon tea with something much stronger to follow-
ing for the men, usually a number big drams of a good quality 
Scotch, (the days before.05!). At the time I was only 12 and 
yet to get my Vintage Austin “12” nor was the club founded at 
this point of time. 
 
All these enthusiasts joined the Hamilton Club and were mem-
bers for many years. 
Ted Spencer always had a love of Vintage vehicles, like many 
of us. His passion grew and all acquisitions were housed on 
the family farm just out of Dartmoor.  Over the years many 
Hamilton people got to know Ted & Maisy and their cars. Un-
fortunately he passed away about 10 years ago with his wife 
Maisy, about a year ago. Hence the big sale which offered to 
the collector a chance to purchase number of interesting cars 
as well as many collectable items that don’t come up too often 
these days. 
 
The entire contents of the Estate went up for auction. In this 
sale there were over 700 lots. Inspection was the day before 
the sale and two hours (on Sunday) prior to the start at 
10.00am.  We had travelled on the Saturday for a look (not to 
buy of course!) but went back to bid on the Sunday on a cou-
ple of selected items. 
 
There would have been about 400 people in attendance on 
our arrival at 11.30 (auction started at 10.00) as we were not 
interested in watching the first 150 lots of sundries (nice word 
for mostly junk) go under the hammer. We arrived to see the 
last of the bits and pieces of unknown items sold at fairly rea-
sonable prices though a buyer’s premium of 11% was charged 
per lot (a bit steep!) which  had to be taken into account when 
bidding. 
 
An Austin “12” petrol tank went for sale, would have been a 
good spare but sold for $50 and something that I didn’t have 
to have. 
The first major item of interest was a 1920s restored portable 
steam engine went for $18,000. A smaller Ruston Hornsby 
went for $2,000. The first of the cars were next. This was a 
1950s unrestored Fiat which sold for $850. Two nice Rileys, a 
1950s Pathfinder went for $4,500 (restored) and was a very 
good buy at this price. Many in our club will remember the 
second car a 1948 RME 1-1/2 litre which was in excellent or-
der sold for $11,750.   
The star of the auction was of course the well known 1927, 

Rolls Royce P1 Sedan, very original from new and wearing 
one of the nicest Martin & King bodies on a RR chassis. This 
had been owned by Ted since 1960 and had a full history from 
new. As expected, it attracted a lot of interest and strong bid-
ding including bids from the UK. After two local bidders’ locked 
horns’ it went for a hammer price of $84,000 plus 11% com-
mission which brought the price for the purchaser close to 
$90,000, but in my opinion, still a very good buy for such a 
desirable car. The successful bidder from Adelaide told me he 
was pleased with the purchase and would leave the car in its 
‘patina’ condition except replacing the cheap vinyl trim( that 
was put in 20 years ago) with a more appropriate leather 
which will suit the car.   
This car and the 1925 Rolls Roys 20HP had not been started 
for at least 10 years so the mechanical condition of both vehi-
cles had a risk factor and hence affected the final price due to 
this unknown condition.  From my experience, if work is re-
quired on the engines of these vehicles, it can be a very ex-
pensive exercise with engine rebuilds costing up to $50,000. 
However, despite this, the Phantom in particular, was worth 
the gamble. The other Rolls Royce, a 1925, 20HP which was 
the last of the 3 speed gearbox series was used as a cut down 
ute for many years in Portland, prior to being   purchased by 
Ted Spencer. The original body work (Hooper Saloon) re-
mains were removed by Ted   and a timber “boat style” body 
had been constructed for him by a local boat builder, it was a 
style you either liked or did not. The car at some stage had 
also suffered the replacement of 23” wheels for 19” ones and 
quite a few parts were missing or not correct such as electric 
fuel pump instead of vacuum tank, the wrong horn, incorrect 
headlights etc.  Despite these deficiencies there was still 
strong interest in it and it sold for $34,000 plus the 11% buy-
er’s premium to a chap in nearby Heywood who liked it and 
was happy with the purchase.  
 
After the sale of a few more small lots outside, the auction 
moved into one of the larger sheds which had many interest-
ing lots on offer. There I purchased a pair of large Lucas lights 
which I bought for the reflectors for our own 20HP. The only 
enamel sign at the auction advertising “Ronaldson and Tippet” 
brought a very strong price of $1,750 plus the buyer’s premi-
um.  Good prices were also achieved for oil bottles at $150 
each, 3 Rolls Royce Bakelite coils, $400, 2 Roll Royce P1 
Carbies, $1,200 pair and $1,900 for a Rolls Royce P1 Cylinder 
Head in questionable condition. There was lots of memorabilia 
on offer these included books, bits and pieces, models etc. 
which sold very well. As time was getting on we left at about 
2pm with still another 300 lots to go under the hammer, these 
were mainly household items. 
 
Rita and I were keen to get back to Hamilton to attend the 
club’s Christmas party. Whilst at the auction a few well known 
locals and ex locals were spotted. These included Jason Po-
lack, Graeme Hadden, Geoff Waters and Peter and Mark Rob-
erts from S.A. 
Peter, a long time good friend of Ted & Maisy Spencers pur-
chased an old pair of WW1 binoculars and some books to 
remember them by. We joined Peter and Mark at the Dart-
moor pub for quiet drink. (Peter and Jan had owned the pub in 
the 1970s prior to moving to Hamilton). Whilst we were there 
we reflected on the busy day, past rallies, club members and 
the end of yet another era.      CHRIS WHITE 

 
 
 
 

The late Ted 
Spencer’s 
two Rolls 
Royce cars 
P1 and 20HP  
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99 Brown St Hamilton 

Phone 55 712088 

      ALL MAKES  AND MODELS 

 

PETER WILSON PLUMBING 
 

Prompt and Personalised 
General repairs and renovations 

 
0428 724572 Anytime 55 724572 AH 
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 FOR SALE 

1980 Daimler Sovereign Sedan 4.2 litre, 

Post box red in color, currently unregistered, $5,000.00 

ONO in good condition. 

Contact Faye Gumley Phone (03) 55723209 

Reg. CSB 897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAR TALK 

A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a Harley motor-
cycle when he spotted a well-known heart surgeon in his shop. 

The surgeon was there waiting for the service manager to come take a look at 
his bike when the mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey, Doc, can I ask 
you a question?" 

The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working 
on the motorcycle. The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag. 
"So Doc, look at this engine. I open its heart, take the valves out, repair any 
damage, and then put them back in, and when I finish, it works just like new. 
So how come I get such a small salary and you get the really big bucks, when 
you and I are doing basically the same work?" 

The surgeon paused, smiled, leaned over, and whispered to the mechanic... 

"Try doing it with the engine running" 

 
Stafford Hall 

Justice of the Peace 

Registration number 12013 

Available to witness documents 

0418374461 

gray st flowers 

126 Gray St Hamilton 

Phone 55722000

Email: linda@graystflowers.com.au 

Linda Mylius  

Hamilton International Florist 
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING AND EMAIL OPTIONS  

If you have a business or service you would like to advertise, please contact the Editor to discuss an advertising package. 

Advertisements have been set at $35.00 per annum for business card size ads. Ads will be at the discretion of the editor.  

Members can have their newsletters emailed. You will be able to view the photos in full colour. Please email the editor if you wish to take up this 

option.  

Editor; Lorraine Wilson peterandlorrainewilson@hotmail.com  

Assistant Editor: Graeme Ralph ralphgb45@bigpond.com 

SPECIAL REQUEST: Do you have the computer skills to produce a newsletter similar to this? If so the Committee would like you to 

volunteer to be part of the Editorial Team and help out from time to time. Please contact President Doug to offer your services.  

55721070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return Address  
P O Box 174 
Hamilton 
Vic 3300 


